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To Our Heavenly Father 

 יהוה
 

and in deference to His son 

 

Jesus Christ  
 

who leads all fine hearts 

safely to God’s kingdom 
 

  



 

   

 

 



 

 

  
 

 

 

Foreword 
 

The prospect of reading the Bible can be daunting.  When presented as flat monotone text, its dialogues 

can seem unclear, and this – combined with it being an historical text – make it difficult to read an 

arbitrary book or chapter in its true context.  However once the dialogues are clearly marked, it becomes 

easy to open the scriptures at any page and appreciate who is speaking to whom.   

 

This text has been designed to give the reader a good feeling for the understanding of the God’s Word by 

making it easy to know who is speaking.  On turning to any page, the reader will immediately see named 

characters in action.  The historical context leaps to mind, and the remaining flat text becomes that of a 

background narrator. 

 

In this edition, speech is prefaced with an identification: 

 Prime speaker ––––– audience, or secondary speaker 

 

together with similarly coloured text for the conversation;  for example: 

 King Mel-chiz´e-dek of Sa´lem (later “Jerusalayim”) ––––– A´bram 

≺ Blessed be A´bram of the Most High God, Maker of heaven and earth 

The icon marks the text as an announcement ( ≺ or ≻ ), initial statement ( ⇒ or ⇐ ), reply ( ↪ or ↩ ), 

or speaking to oneself ( ↻ ) – with its orientation showing the direction of speech from the prime- or 

from the secondary speaker.  Where a conversation quotes others, the text is indented and changes 

colour to reflect who is being quoted – (see for example Isaiah 36:4-11 where Rab´sha-keh taunts the 

envoys of Hez-e-ki´ah).  This helps the user to see – at any time – who is speaking, who is their audience, 

and the complexity of quotations within the speech. 

 

When a sacred text is overtly quoted, it appears with its reference – an example being Joshua 8:30-32: 

Then Joshua proceeded to build an altar to Jehovah the God of Israel, in Mount E´bal – just as 
Jehovah’s servant Moses had commanded the sons of Israel, as it is written in the book of the law 
of Moses: 

...An altar of whole stones, upon which no iron tool has been wielded...’ 

 Exodus 20:25 

Moses (words of Almighty God) ––––– sons of Israel 

and presented burnt offerings upon it to Jehovah and offered communion sacrifices. 

 

and where a sacred text is less overtly quoted, it may not include the grey box around the text. 

 

This text maintains the standard verse numbering, even where it is shown to have been unwise.  However 

in some places where the text customarily treats separate verses as separate entities ( for example 

Ecclesiastes 7:1-4 ) rather than a continuation to earlier verses, this text continues the flow to ensure the 

reader sees them as related, while maintaining the traditional verse divisions. 

As a further aid, some supplementary words are included [in brackets] – these are words which do not 

explicitly appear in the manuscripts, but are there to aid the flow and will often be trivial conjunctions 

(and, but, whereby, therefore) or concise amplifications of the true meaning of the underlying Hebrew and 

Greek – and as such do not compromise a verbal reading of the text.  Others [in raised brackets] are 

explanations which are too small for a footnote – such as the meaning of a Hebrew name – but useful 

enough to include in the immediate flow of the text.  All Hebrew names have their meanings explained by 

this device at their first instance. 

 

As is standard in other Bibles, plurals are in CAPITALS.  Where the speech identification clearly denotes a 



 

   

 

plural and the text does not include a mixture of singular and plural associations, the plurals are reduced 

to standard lower-case form and are treated as implicit plurals. 

 

We have included “leitmotif” markers to indicate a point which is repeated in a book – these are 

especially useful in letters, where the author would, in later verses, build upon themes which he had 

established earlier.  The initial point is marked in grey  and all references to it in red  where the 

numeral indicates the chapter number and verse.  A grey leitmotif marker declares that this verse holds a 

notion which will be repeated elsewhere in that particular book of the scriptures.  Examples would be 

Sol´o-mon’s repeated use of the phrase “...a vanity, and a striving after the wind”. 

 

Some expressions appear in the appendix and are marked[r7] to avoid repeating the meaning in footnotes – 

an example is the letter chi  to denote a verse which is prophetic of the Mes-si´ah.  Footnotes are 

marked in the customary1 way. 

 

The Divine Name יהוה has been rendered as Jehovah – the standard English representation of the Name 

Yahweh. 

 

This version of the scriptures includes a short précis to the scroll of Revelation.  It is provide solely as an 

explanation of the timing of its fulfilment, together with a brief overview of the action and the reason for 

the imagery in its prophecies, and is not intended to explain the details of the visions. 

 

 

Any translation of the Holy Scriptures will fail to portray the true meaning of the Word, so much subtlety 

in the original languages cannot be smoothly translated.  God’s Word deserves that we – the readers – 

translate ourselves into reading the original languages, rather than cause all of that beauty to bend to our 

own.  However since this is too difficult for most lovers of God, we have translations.  It is hoped that 

you will find this version easy to read, and will forgive the inevitable flaws which remain in it.  As for any 

benefits, all credit is due to our Heavenly Father, the Almighty – praised be His Name – Who kindly 

provided Holy Spirit through His Son to support this endeavour. 
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Gospels 
Matthew 

THE GOOD NEWS[r32] ACCORDING TO 

Matthew 
1 

1.  The book of the history of Jesus Christ, son of David, son of Abraham: 

2.  Abraham became father to Isaac, 

Isaac became father to Jacob, 

Jacob became father to Judah and his brothers; 

3.  Judah1 became father to Pe´rez and Ze´rah by Ta´mar; 

Pe´rez became father to Hez´ron, 

Hez´ron became father to Ram, 

4.  Ram became father to Am-min´a-dab, 

Am-min´a-dab became father to Nah´shon, 

Nah´shon became father to Sal´mon [aka Sal´a??]2, 

5.  Sal´mon became father to Bo´az by Ra´chab3* ; 

Bo´az became father to O´bed by Ruth4* ; 

O´bed became father to Jes´se... 

6.  Jes´se became father to David the king. 

 

David became father to Sol´o-mon by the wife of U-ri´ah5* ; 

7.  Sol´o-mon became father to Re-ho-bo´am6, 

Re-ho-bo´am became father to A-bi´jah7 [-aka A-bi´jam], 

A-bi´jah became father to A´sa8, 

8.  A´sa became father to Je-hosh´a-phat; 

Je-hosh´a-phat became father to Je-ho´ram, 

Je-ho´ram became father to Uz-zi´ah, 

9.  Uz-zi´ah became father to Jo´tham, 

Jo´tham became father to A´haz, 

A´haz became father to Hez-e-ki´ah; 

10.  Hez-e-ki´ah became father to Ma-nas´she, 

Ma-nas´seh became father to A´mon, 

A´mon became father to Jo-si´ah; 

                                                     

 

 
1 By Ju´da-ic law, Pe´rez would have been “son of Er” –  Ta´mar’s original  husband.  However he was ki lled by God, so that rightful parenthood 

reverts to Judah Genesis 38:7.  The twin –  the second-born, Ze´rah – may be included here in order to cement Judah’s name into the line  
2 Compare with other genealogy Luke 3:32 
3 *  prominent Godly person in the line to the Christ  
4 Ruth 2:1 
5 Husband of Bath -she´ba,  U-ri´ah the Hit´tite was made to carry his own death warrant by King David  
6 1 s t Kings 12 
7 1 s t Kings 15:1-8 
8 1 s t Kings 15:9-24 
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11.  Jo-si´ah became father to Jec-o-ni´ah and his brothers at the time of the deportation to Babylon. 

 

12.  After the deportation to Babylon 

Jec-o-ni´ah became father to She-al´ti-el, 

She-al´ti-el became father to Ze-rub´ba-bel; 

13.  Ze-rub´ba-bel became father to A-bi´ud; 

A-bi´ud became father to E-li´a-kim; 

E-li´a-kim became father to A´zor; 

14.  A´zor became father to Za´dok; 

Za´dok became father to A´chim; 

A´chim became father to E-li´ud; 

15.  E-li´ud became father to El-e-a´zar; 

El-e-a´zar became father to Mat´than; 

Mat´than became father to Jacob; 

16.  Jacob became father to Joseph [“Jehovah has added”] 

– the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is called Christ. 

17.  All the generations, then, from Abraham until David were fourteen9 generations, and from David until 

the deportation to Babylon:  fourteen generations, and from the deportation to Babylon until the Christ:  

fourteen generations. 

18.  But the birth of Jesus Christ was in this way.  While his mother Mary was promised in marriage to 

Joseph, she was found to be pregnant by Holy spirit before they were united.   19.  However because her 

husband Joseph was righteous and did not want to make her a public spectacle,10 he intended to divorce 

her secretly.   20.  But after he had considered these things, look!  Jehovah’s angel appeared to him in a 

dream, saying: 

 angel of Almighty God ––––– Joseph 

⇒ Joseph, son of David:  do not be afraid to accept Mary as your wife, for that which has been begotten 

in her is by Holy spirit.   21.  Moreover, she will give birth to a son – and you must call his name Jesus 
[“Jehovah saved”] [aka Joshua], because he will save his people from their sins. 

22.  All this actually came about for that to be fulfilled which was spoken by Jehovah through the 

prophet, saying: 

23.  Look!  The virgin will become pregnant and will give birth to a son, and they will call his 

name: 

“Im-man´u-el”. 

 Isaiah 7:14  
Almighty God’s prophet ––––––– A´haz son of Jo´tham, son of King Uz-zi´ah of 
Judah 

which means when translated, 

‘God is with us.’ 

24.  Then having been roused from his sleep, Joseph did as the angel of Jehovah had directed him, and he 

accepted [rather than rejected] his wife,   25.  but he had no intercourse with her until she gave birth to a son;  and 

he called his name Jesus. 

                                                     

 

 
9 The OT and Luke show there were more than 14 generations – several people have been missed out of this lineage, so the phrase “became 

father to” is used loosely for “generate”,  albeit through several other generations.  The number 14 in Hebrews represente d the name David, 

which is why it is believed this genealogy has concentrated on three sets of 14 generations  
10 This would have involved Mary being stoned to death Deuteronomy 22:23-24 
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2 
1.  After Jesus had been born in Beth´le-hem of Ju-de´a in the days of Herod11 the king, look!  magi12 came to 

Jerusalem from eastern parts,   2.  saying: 

 King Herod ––––– astrologers 

⇐ Where is the one born as king of the Jews?  For we saw his star [when we were] in the east, and we 

have come to bow down to him. 

3.  On hearing this King Herod was agitated,13 as was all Jerusalem along with him;   4.  and on gathering 

together all the chief priests and scribes of the people he inquired through them where the Christ was to 

be born.   5.  They said to him: 

 King Herod ––––– chief priests & scribes 

↩ In Beth´le-hem of Ju-de´a;  for this is how it has been written through the prophet: 

6.  ‘And you, O Beth´le-hem of the land of Judah, are by no means the least [city] among the 

governors of Judah;  for out of you will come forth a governor who will shepherd My [entire] 

people Israel.’ 

 Micah 5:2 
Almighty God ––––––– Beth´le-hem Eph´ra-thah, birthplace of Jesus 

7.  Then Herod secretly summoned the magi and carefully ascertained from them the time of the star’s 

appearing;14
   8.  and, when sending them to Beth´le-hem, he said: 

 King Herod ––––– travelling magi from the east 

↪ Go make a careful search for the young child, and when YOU have found it report back to me, that I 

too may go and bow [down] to it. 

9.  When they had heard the king they went their way;  and look!  the star they had seen [when they were] in 

the east went ahead15 of them, until it came to a stop above where the infant was.   10.  On seeing the star 

they rejoiced very much indeed.   11.  And on coming to the house they saw the young child with Mary its 

mother, and – falling down – they bowed to it.  Then they opened their treasures and presented it with 

gifts:  gold and frankincense and myrrh.   12.  However, having been given divine warning in a dream not to 

return to Herod, they withdrew to their country by another route. 

13.  After they had withdrawn, look!  Jehovah’s angel appeared in a dream to Joseph, saying: 

 angel of Almighty God ––––– Joseph 

⇒ On rising, take the young child and its mother and flee into Egypt, and stay there until I give you word;  

for Herod is about to search for the young child to destroy it.16 

14.  – so having been roused, he took along the young child and its mother – by night!  – and withdrew into 

Egypt, 

15.  ...and he stayed there until the decease of Herod, for that to be fulfilled which was spoken by 

Jehovah through His prophet, saying: 

‘I summoned My son out of Egypt.’ 

 Hosea 11:1 
Almighty God ––––––– Israel 

                                                     

 

 
11 Herod was not Jewish,  but Id -u-me´an – instal led by Rome, contrary to Jewish law Deuteronomy 17:15 
12 Oriental scientists,  understanding astrology and astronomy.  The East were far scienti fically than even Greece or Egypt Job 38:36;   Daniel 11:2 
13 Herod had no new-born son, and Eastern astrologers were given credence –  the notion of a rival worried Herod 
14 Neither Herod nor Israel had paid any attention to the celestial event, which would have placed the star out over the Mediter ranean Sea 
15 The star had been seen from the east,  and deduced as for kingly rule,  so they travelled in i ts direction toward Israel.   I t would vanish as the 

journey progressed, but reappear in the south after  they had seen Herod.  This was caused by the joining of one star and two slower distant 

planets ref:  Keller “The Bible as History” ch 36.   The planetary alignment waned over the days,  but re -aligned from the earth’s new orbital  

position some 200 days’  later - thus “moving” the star’s position further to the south.   This is why the prince of Persia tried to obstruct prop hecy,  

because God’s 70 weeks’ prophecy to Daniel was timed in accord with this specia l astronomical event which those eastern Magi deduced as a 

sign of Divine intervention from the Almighty.   God’s far -sightedness is truly astonishing! 
16 Prophetic of the Kingdom Exodus 2:1-4 ;  2nd  Kings 11:1-3 ;  Matthew 2:16-18 ;  Revelation 12:1-6 
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16.  Then Herod, [on] seeing he had been outwitted by the magi, became greatly enraged, and he sent out 

and had all the boys in Beth´le-hem and in all its districts done away with, from two years of age and 

under, according to the time that he had carefully ascertained from the magi.17
   17.  Then that was fulfilled 

which was spoken through Jeremiah the prophet, saying: 

18.  ‘A cry was heard in Ra´mah18 – weeping and great mourning.  It was Rachel19 weeping for 

her children, and she would not take comfort because they were no more.’ 

 Jeremiah 31:15 
 Almighty God 

19.  When Herod died, look!  Jehovah’s angel appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt   20.  and said: 

 angel of Almighty God ––––– Joseph 

⇒ On rising, take the young child and its mother and be on your way into the land of Israel, for those 

who were seeking the soul of the young child have died. 

21.  So on rising he took the young child and its mother and entered into the land of Israel.    22.  But hearing 

that Ar-che-la´us20 ["prince of the people"] was ruling as king of Ju-de´a [region surrounding Beth´le-hem] instead of his 

father Herod, he became afraid to depart for there.  Moreover, being given divine warning in a dream, he 

withdrew into the district of Gal´i-lee,21
   23.  and on arriving he dwelt in a city named Naz´a-reth ["the guarded 

one"], that there might be fulfilled what was spoken through the prophets: 

‘He will be called a “Naz-a-rene”. 

 Isaiah 11:1 

3 
1.  In those days John ["Jehovah is a gracious giver"] the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness22 of Ju-de´a,   2.  saying: 

 John the baptist ––––– men of Israel 

≺ REPENT, for the kingdom of the heavens has drawn near. 

3.  This, in fact, is the one spoken of through Isaiah the prophet in these words: 

The voice of someone is crying out in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of Jehovah, YOU people!  Make His roads straight.’ 

 Isaiah 40:3 

4.  and this very John had clothing of camel’s hair23 and a leather girdle around his loins;  also his food was 

locusts and wild honey.   5.  Then [people of] Jerusalem and all Ju-de´a and all the country around the Jordan 

made their way out to him,   6.  and they were baptised by him in the Jordan River, openly confessing their 

sins. 

7.  But when he caught sight of many of the Pharisees ["separatist"] and Sadducees ["the righteous"] happening24 upon 

the baptism, he said to them: 

 John the baptist ––––– nearby Pharisees and Sadducees 

⇒ YOU offspring of vipers, who has intimated to YOU to flee from the coming wrath?    8.  Produce 

                                                     

 

 
17 Implies that the Christ could have been born two years’ earlier  
18 Ra´mah in Benjamin is the site of Rachel’s tomb  
19 A prophetic echo of the Egyptians’  cry on the night of the last plague – the death of the first -born Exodus 12:30 – as God’s own nation begins 

i ts walk to being constituted as the furnace l ike Egypt as prophesied by King David Psalm 21:8-13;   Deuteronomy 4:20 .  See Genesis 35:16-20;  

Genesis 48:7 – and of the fall of Jerusalem and its daughter Beth´ le -hem, culminating with Ma-sa´da Luke 23:27-31. Also a wai ling of the line of 

Kings through Benjamite Saul, the wayward first king –  so in his fa ilure King Herod’s line had lost i ts future.  
20 A man of bad repute.  He inherited rulership of Sa -mar´i -a,  Ju-de´a and Id-u-me´a – sat on the throne of his father – and sent his horsemen to 

slaughter some 3,000 Jews in the Temple courts during Pentecost... then summari ly truncated the festival  
21 Gal´i -lee lies outside the realm of “king” Ar -che-la´us 
22 John – as E-li´ jah – heralds a 42 month drought on the rulers of Israel 1s t Kings 17  ( Matthew 3:1-3 ;  Mark 1:4;  Luke 1:76 ;  John 1:23 ) 
23 In comparison to Isaiah himsel f who was the advisor to kings, but like E -li´jah 2nd  Kings 1:7-8 
24 The tone indicates that this area outside of Jerusalem was at this time for God’s purpose, and for those who valued that purp ose.  It was no 

longer a region for people to wander toward – that was now an intrusion.  This reg ion and process was prophetic of people leaving Jerusalem in 

appreciation of Christ’s later warning to do so – thus John’s words “who has told you to flee... ?  ( to this place of safety )”  
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fruit that befits repentance;    9.  and do not presume to say among yourselves: 

‘We have Abraham as a father.’ 

for I say to YOU that God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones.25 

10.  The axe26 is already stretched out toward the root of the trees;  every tree, then, that does not 

produce fine fruit is being cut down and thrown into the fire. 

 John the baptist ––––– genuine baptismal candidates 

11.  I do indeed baptise YOU with water because of YOUR repentance;  but the one coming after me is 

stronger than I am, whose sandals I am not fit to remove.27  That one will baptise YOU people with Holy 

spirit and with fire.   12.  His winnowing shovel is in his hand, and he will scour his threshing floor28 and will 

gather his wheat into the storehouse, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.29 

Jesus Baptised30 
13.  Then...  Jesus came from [more distant] Gal´i-lee to the Jordan to John, in order to be baptised by him.   14.  

But the latter tried to prevent him, saying: 

 Jesus ––––– John the baptist 

⇐ I am the one needing to be baptised by you, and are you coming to me? 

15.  In reply Jesus said to him: 

↪ Let this happen, this time, for it is incumbent upon us to carry out all that is righteous in that way.31 

– so he [John] permitted him [(Jesus) to be baptised].   16.  After being baptised Jesus immediately came up from 

the water;  and look!  the heavens were opened up, and he saw God’s spirit coming upon him, descending 

like a dove.32
   17.  Look!  Also, there was a voice from the heavens that said: 

 Almighty God ––––– John and people nearby 

≺ This is My Son, the beloved, whom I have approved.33 

Jesus Tested By the Devil34 

4 
1.  Then Jesus was led by the spirit up into the wilderness...  [only] to be tested by the Devil.   2.  Having fasted 

for forty days and forty nights35 he felt hungry afterwards,   3.  and the Tempter came and said to him: 

                                                     

 

 
25 Perhaps John was baptising on the site of – even literally on – the twelve stones which were left in the Jordan by Joshua when the Hebrews 

f irst entered the Promised Land, or near those on the shore of Gil´gal  near Jer´ i -cho where the 12 stones which had been r em o v ed  from the 

Jordan had been erected (see Joshua 4:9. This would attract the rel igious rulers’ attention.)  These were the foundation on which the priests 

carrying the ark had stood .  See Luke 3:8.   See also Deuteronomy 31:29 referr ing to the “close of the days”  for the Jewish nations 
26 2nd Kings 6:1-7 ( Matthew 3:10 ;  Luke 3:9 ) 
27 . ..in welcome to his home.  Comparing Jesus to Moses – see Exodus 3:5 
28 Enactment of Isaiah 41:16 ( Isaiah 31:9  ) and Malachi 3:2;   Malachi 4:1 .  This would affect the scribes and Pharisees, because the “threshing 

f loor” belonged to King David – the one promised to be raised by God Ezekiel 34:23.  I t is the site for the temple from which they wielded their  

authority – 2nd Samuel 24:15-16 ;  2nd Chronic les 3:1 .  I t would also remind them of what happened to those who touched the Holy thing at another 

threshing floor 2nd Samuel 6:6.   Christ – prefigured by King David 2nd Samuel 23:2-7 - is to completely clear up the threshing floor , then he will 

si ft the temple and its rulers 
29 Ge-hen´na 
30 Ful filment of Moses knowing beforehand - and identi fying after the dew water had passed –  the Manna from heaven Exodus 16:15.   Mark 1:9-

11 ;  Luke 3:21-22 ;  John 1:29-34 
31 I t was essential for John to baptise Jesus in order that Jesus be shown to be the Mes -si´ah John 1:31-33.  Also John was commissioned to baptise 

as a prophet of Jehovah, and Jesus had to fulf il the entire Law and the Prophets ( Matthew 5:17,18 )- “The Truth” which Jesus bore witness  of is 

the Torah,  the Law of God Psalm 119:142 
32 ( Matthew 3:16;  Mark 1:10;  Luke 3:22;  John 1:32 ) See Genesis 8:8-12 –  the dove representing God’s spirit  
33 See Psalm 18:16 ;  Psalm 22:20.  See Song of Songs 5:16  where the Shu´lam-mite proclaims her beloved, the shepherd to the aloof daughters of 

Jerusalem 
34 Mark 1:12 ;  Luke 4:1.  This whole interaction with the devil  is quoting Moses 
35 Just as when Moses received the initia l commandments for the Law Covenant and was in the mount ain without food or drink for 40 days and 

40 nights ( Exodus 34:27-28;  Exodus 24:18;  Deuteronomy 9:18  ), so Jesus is prepar ing for the greater New Covenant.  ( Mark 1:12-13;   Luke 4:1-2 

) 
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 Jesus Christ ––––– Satan 

⇐ If you are a son of God, speak [as one] so that these stones may become loaves of bread.36 

4.  But in reply he said: 

↪ It is written: 

‘Man must live not on bread alone, but on every utterance coming forth through Jehovah’s 

mouth.’ 

 Deuteronomy 8:3 
Moses ––––––– 

5.  Then the Devil took him along into the Holy city, and he stationed him upon the [corner] battlement of 

the temple   6.  and said to him: 

⇐ If you are a son of God, hurl yourself down37 – for it is written: 

‘He will give His angels a charge concerning you, and they will carry you on their hands so 

that you may at no time strike your foot against a stone.’ 

 Psalm 91:11,12 
Moses ––––––– 

7.  Jesus said to him: 

↪ Again it is written: 

‘You must not put Jehovah your God to the test.’ 

 Deuteronomy 6:16 
Moses ––––––– 

8.  Again the Devil took him along to an unusually high mountain38 and showed him all the kingdoms of the 

world and their glory,   9.  and he said to him: 

⇐ I shall give you all these things if you will fall down and do an act of worship to me.39 

10.  Then Jesus said to him: 

↪ Go away, Satan!  for it is written: 

‘It is Jehovah your God you must worship, and it is to Him alone you must render sacred 

service.’ 

 Deuteronomy 10:20 
Moses ––––– 

11.  Then the Devil left him, and look!  angels came and began to attend to him. 

12.  Now when he heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Gal´i-lee.   13.  Further, after leaving 

Naz´a-reth, he came and took up residence in Ca-per´na-um ["village of comfort"] beside the sea in the districts 

of Zeb´u-lun and Naph´ta-li,40
  14.  that there might be fulfilled what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet, 

saying: 

                                                     

 

 
36 Recall  that Moses lost his right to enter the Promised land for taking matters into his own hands at the production of water from the rock 
37 Tempting Jesus Daniel 8:9-12 to deny faith in God or to kill himsel f, but Jesus’ answer denounces the challenge.  Also alluding to him as Wisdom  

Personi fied in Proverbs 8,  goading his acceptance of the wisdom of the quote, as alluded to at Proverbs 3:23 
38 Echoing Jehovah showing Moses the promised land ( Deuteronomy 34 ),  with Satan acting as God showing the new Moses the kingdoms which 

he might never see.   Jesus knew that this would be the start of 3½ years of trial and opposition ( Daniel 7:25 –  the attempt to disrupt prophecy)  

So Satan’s act here was a threat:  that he would ruin Jesus’ ministry by which ever means he could ( and thereby the propheti c patterns Jehovah 

had set in h istory ) to make God’s promise of a saviour ( and therefore Mankind’s redemption ) an unfulfil led one – a h ideous attempt to make 

God’s power to provide and preserve seem limited and unreliable  
39 A mocking pre-echo of Jesus’ ministry:  “the meek wil l inherit the earth”.  We should not think of this as inconsequential.  Jesus Christ was to 

have a reign of 1,000 years over the earth, after which he would hand it over to his Father Jehovah ( 1 s t Corinthians 15:23-28 )  Satan was offering 

the entire world f o r e v e r  to Jesus.  However it was also a devious slander against God – that the adversary would give Jesus, for a single act, what 

God had refused to give to the pleading Moses despite his years of service.   Exodus 22:20 
40 Despite the relocation of tribes after the Babylonian exile Ezekiel 47:13-48:35,  the regions of the Promised Land retained their original names  
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15.  ‘The land of Zeb´u-lun and land of Naph´ta-li, along the road of the sea, on the other side 

of the Jordan – the Gal´i-lee of the nations –   16.  the people sitting in darkness saw a great 

light, and light rose41 upon those sitting in a region of deathly shadow.’ 

 Isaiah 9:1,2 
Isaiah ––––– 

17.  – from that time on Jesus commenced preaching and saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– people of Gal´i-lee 

⇒ REPENT [YOU people] for the kingdom of the heavens has drawn near! 

18.  Walking alongside the sea of Gal´i-lee he saw two brothers, Simon ["heard"] – who is called Peter ["a rock or a 

stone"] – and Andrew ["manly"] his brother, casting a fishing net into the sea, for they were fishers.   19.  And he 

said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Peter and Andrew 

⇒ COME after me, and I will make YOU fishers of men.42 

20.  – and immediately abandoning the nets, they followed him.   21.  Going on also from there he saw two 

others [who were] brothers – James ["supplanter"] [the son] of Zeb´e-dee ["my gift"] and John his brother – in the 

boat with their father Zeb´e-dee mending their nets, and he called them...   22.  and immediately leaving the 

boat and their father, they followed him. 

23.  Then he went around throughout the whole of Gal´i-lee, teaching in their synagogues and preaching the 

good news of the kingdom [that ‘...the kingdom of the heavens has drawn near.’] and curing every sort of disease and 

every sort of infirmity among the people.   24.  And the report about him went out into all Syria;  and they 

brought him all those faring badly, distressed with various diseases and oppressive pains, demon-possessed 

and deranged [also epileptic] and paralysed people, and he cured them.   25.  Consequently great crowds followed 

him from Gal´i-lee and De-cap´o-lis ["ten cities"] and Jerusalem and Ju-de´a and from the other side of the 

Jordan. 

Sermon on the Mount43 

5 
Jesus praises the audience for its call to the heavens, declares them far more righteous 

than the “righteous” rulers who make them feel wretched.  He declares himself to be no 

rebel, but very much for the Law – and promises its fulfilment.  It is the religious rulers 

who are the rebels, whose self-proclaimed righteousness is nothing.  Then he gives 

counsel on the spirit of – rather than the letter of – the Law 

1.  Aware of the crowds he went up into the mountain;  and after he had sat down his disciples came to 

him;   2.  and he opened his mouth and began teaching them,44 saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples & crowds 

⇒ 3.  Blessed are those who are begging to the spirit, since the kingdom of the heavens belongs to them. 

4.  Blessed are those who mourn, since they will be comforted. 

5.  Blessed are the mild-tempered ones, since they will inherit the earth.45 

6.  Blessed are those hungering and thirsting for righteousness, since they will be well fed. 

7.  Blessed are the merciful, since they will be shown mercy. 

8.  Blessed are those who have been cleansed in their heart,46 since they will see God. 

9.  Blessed are the peace-makers, since they will be called ‘sons of God’. 

                                                     

 

 
41 Psalm 112:4 
42 ( Matthew 4:19;  Mark 1:17;  Luke 5:10 )  See prophetic pattern in Jeremiah 16:15-16 
43 ( Matthew 5:1- ;  Luke 6:17 ) 
44 Although the text implies the Jesus is teaching his disciples who came to him, Matthew 7:28 shows that the crowds themselves heard what he 

was teaching 
45 See Psalm 37:11 – and Amos 8:4 where Israel  was the enemy of the meek 
46 Job 19:26-17 
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10.  Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness,47 since the kingdom of the 

heavens belongs to them. 

11.  Blessed are YOU when people reproach YOU and persecute YOU and lyingly say every sort of wicked 

thing against YOU for my sake.   12.  Rejoice and leap for joy, because YOUR reward is great in the heavens;  

for in that [same] way they persecuted the prophets prior to YOU. 

Pay Attention to Salt48 
⇒ 13.  YOU are the salt [prudence, far-sightedness] of the earth;  but if the salt becomes insipid, how will it itself 

be salted?  It is no longer usable for anything, except to be thrown outside to be trampled on by 

men.49 

14.  YOU are the light of the world.  A city cannot be hid when situated upon a mountain,   15.  neither do 

people light a lamp and set it under the measuring basket, but upon the lamp stand, and it shines upon 

all those in the house.50
   16.  Likewise let YOUR light shine before men, that they may see YOUR fine works 

and they should then glorify YOUR Father Who is in the Heavens.51 

17.  Do not think I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets.  I came, not to destroy, but to fulfil;52
   18.  for 

truly I say to YOU that until heaven and earth pass away,53 not one smallest letter nor one particle of a 

letter will in any way pass away from the Law until all things come to pass.   19.  Whoever, therefore, breaks 

one of these least commandments and teaches mankind to that effect, he will be called ‘least’ in relation 

to the kingdom of the heavens, whereas anyone who practices them and teaches them, this one will be 

called ‘great’ in relation to the kingdom of the heavens.   20.  For I say to YOU that if YOUR righteousness 

does not abound more than that of the scribes and Pharisees, YOU will by no means enter into the 

kingdom of the heavens. 

The Law versus the Spirit of the Law54 
⇒ 21.  YOU heard that it was said to those of ancient times: 

‘You must not murder;  but whoever commits a murder will be accountable to the court of 

justice.’ 

 Deuteronomy 17:8,9 
Moses ––––––– all Israel 

22.  however I say to YOU that everyone who continues wrathful with his brother will be accountable to the 

court of justice;  but whoever addresses his brother with as worthless55 will be accountable to the San´he-

drin;  whereas whoever says: 

‘You despicable fool!’ 

will be liable to the fire of Ge-hen´na. 

23.  If, then, you are bringing your gift to the altar and you remember there that your brother has 

something against you,   24.  leave your gift there in front of the altar, and go away;  first make your peace 

with your brother, and then come back to offer up your gift. 

                                                     

 

 
47 1 s t Peter 4:14 
48 Allegory of prudence, far-sightedness – since these ones are to be blessed, yet suffering at the hands of those who do not appreciate God’s 

standards – enhancing the taste of life to make it better than it is.  Also a reference to the Holy things given to  the priesthood, distorted over 

the years into insipid and unholy doctrine Numbers 18:19 ( Mark 9:43-50;   Luke 14:33-35 ) 
49 Prophetic of the fall  of the religious order under the heel of Rome in 65 -70CE.  A warning of what wil l happen to those who had the salt –  the 

rulers!  – who have long since lost their Godly flavour and are oppressing the very people whom Jesus is addressing  
50 This would make the crowds think of Jerusalem, and the menorah in the temple, and how neither it’s glory – nor it ’s hypocrisy – could be 

hidden 
51 P lacing the onus on those who see their goodness – following God’s way produces a judgement issue immediately in those who would oppress 

them 
52 “The Truth” which Jesus bore witness of is the Torah, the Law of God Psalm 119:142 – which he ful fi lled and so did away with 
53 The rulers are seen as heaven, and the Jews called the Gentiles “al Ha -aretz” – people of the earth.  The Law was ful filled in the Christ, and in 

handing the new covenant to his ordinary disciples and opening the way for Gentile s John 3:16-17 so with those two things “the heavens and the 

earth” did pass away 
54 Psalm 141:6 
55 Rhaka – an Aramaic word, so prominent when used ( used as a swear -word by the Jews ) – meaning “worthless”, or “empty -headed”.  The word 

for “stupid” or “despicable fool” is M o r o s  in Greek –  from which we get moron 
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25.  Be about settling matters quickly with your legal opponent, while you are with him on the way there,56 

that somehow the complainant may not turn you over to the judge, and the judge to the court attendant, 

and you get thrown into prison.   26.  I tell you for a fact:  you will certainly not come out from there until 

you have paid over the last tiny coin. 

⇒ 27.  YOU heard that it was said: 

‘You must not commit adultery.’ 

 Deuteronomy 5:18 

Almighty God (through Moses) ––––––– all Israel 

28.  but I say to YOU that everyone that keeps on looking at a woman so as to yearn for her has already 

committed adultery with her in his heart.57
   29.  If, now, that right eye of yours is ensnaring you, tear it out 

and throw it away from you – for it is better for for you that one of your members is lost from you than 

for your whole body to be pitched into Ge-hen´na.   30.  Also, if your right hand is ensnaring you, cut it off 

and throw it away from you – for it is more expedient for you for one of your members to be lost than for 

your whole body to pass away into Ge-hen´na. 

31.  Moreover it was said: 

‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ 

 Deuteronomy 24:1 
 Moses ––––––– all Israel 

32.  however I say to YOU that everyone dismissing his wife...  except on account of fornication...  makes her 

a subject for adultery, and whoever marries a dismissed woman commits adultery. 

⇒ 33.  Again YOU heard that it was said to those of ancient times: 

‘You must not swear without performing, but you must pay your vows to Jehovah.’ 

 Deuteronomy 23:21;  Ecclesiastes 5:4 
 Moses ––––––– all Israel 

34.  However, I say to YOU: 

‘Do not swear at all’ 

neither by Heaven, because it is God’s throne;   35.  nor by earth, because it is a foot-stool for His feet;  nor 

by Jerusalem, because it is the city of the great King.   36.  Nor should you swear by your head – because you 

cannot turn one hair white or black.   37.  Just let YOUR word ‘Yes’ mean Yes, YOUR ‘No’ [mean] No – for 

what is in excess of these is from the wicked one.58 

⇒ 38.  YOU heard that it was said: 

‘Eye for eye and tooth for tooth.’ 

 Deuteronomy 19:21 
Moses ––––––– all Israel 

39.  However, I say to YOU: 

‘Do not fight the wicked one, but whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other also to him59.’ 

40.  And if a person wants to judicially sue you and get possession of your inner garment, let your outer 

garment also go to him;   41.  and if someone under authority impresses you into service for a mile, go with 

                                                     

 

 
56 Proverbs 25:9 
57 This would resonate with ordinary people.  The Jewish law-givers were guardians of the Law, would issue it ’s dictates and ordinary people 

would listen,  yet i t seems that some of these same law -givers exploited loopholes in the law to lust after men’s wive s and upset those husbands 

by saying it was not against the Law.  So Jesus’  words would on adultery – although a tighter application –  would be an absolute freedom for 

ordinary men and women who had suffered from the leering of the educated el ite  
58 James 5:12 
59 Lamentations 3:30-31;  ( Matthew 5:39;   Luke 6:29;  Jude 9 ) 
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him two miles.   42.  Give to the one asking you, and do not turn away from one that wants to borrow from 

you [without interest]. 

43.  YOU heard that it was said: 

‘You must love your neighbour and hate your enemy.’ 

44.  However I say to YOU: 

‘Continue to love YOUR enemies...60 and to pray for those persecuting YOU’ 

45.  that YOU might become sons of the Father Who is in the heavens [as oppsed to merely ‘sons of Abraham’], 

since He makes His sun rise upon wicked people and good, and makes it rain upon righteous people and 

unrighteous.   46.  For if YOU love those loving YOU, what reward do YOU have really?  Are not also the tax 

collectors doing the same thing?   47.  And if YOU greet YOUR brothers only, what extraordinary thing are 

YOU doing really?  Are not also the people of the nations doing the same thing?   48.  YOU must accordingly 

be unbiased, as YOUR Heavenly Father is unbiased. 

6 
 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples & crowds 

⇒ 1.  Take good care not to practice YOUR righteousness in front of men in order to be observed by them;  

otherwise YOU will have no reward with YOUR Father Who is in the heavens.   2.  Hence when you go 

making gifts of mercy, do not blow a trumpet ahead of you, just as the hypocrites do in the 

synagogues and in the streets, that they may be glorified by men.  Truly I say to YOU:  

They are having their reward in full. 

3.  But when you make gifts of mercy, do not let your left hand know what your right is doing,   4.  that your 

gifts of mercy may be in secret;  then your Father Who is looking on in secret will repay you. 

⇒ 5.  Also, whenever YOU pray, YOU must not be as the hypocrites;  because they like to pray standing in 

the synagogues and on the corners of the broad ways to be visible to men.  Truly I say to YOU: 

They are having their reward in full. 

6.  You, however, when you pray, go into your private room, and – after shutting your door – pray to your 

Father Who is in secret;  then your Father – Who looks on in secret – will repay you.   7.  But when praying, 

do not say the same things over and over again, just as the people of the nations do, for they imagine 

they will get a hearing for their use of many words.   8.  So, do not make yourselves like them, for God 

YOUR Father knows what things YOU are needing before YOU ask Him. 

The Lord’s Prayer61 
9.  YOU must pray, then, this way: 

‘Our Father in the heavens, let Your Name be sanctified. 

10.  Let Your kingdom come.62 

Let Your will take place on the earth, as in heaven. 

11.  Give us today our bread for this day;63 

12.  and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 

13.  And do not bring us into temptation, but deliver us from the wicked one.’ 64 

14.  For if YOU forgive men their trespasses, YOUR Heavenly Father will also forgive YOU;    15.  whereas if YOU 

do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will YOUR Father forgive YOUR trespasses. 

                                                     

 

 
60 Some Hebrew translations insert “bless those who curse you and do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who despitefully use you”  
61 Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-14;  Luke 11:1-4 
62 Psalm 57:5, Psalm 57:11 –  showing this phrase by Christ was a plea, recognising the pressures of his audience  
63 Possibly “Give us today our bread for tomorrow” – to take away the fear of having to search for it every day.  Echo of Moses’ command t o be 

satisfied with today’s bread Exodus 16:17-20 
64 Psalm 119:133 
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⇒ 16.  When YOU are fasting, do not become sad-faced like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so 

that they may indeed appear to men to be fasting.  Truly I say to YOU: 

They are having their reward in full. 

17.  But when you fast, grease your head and wash your face,   18.  that you may not appear to be fasting to 

men, but to your Father Who is [also] concealed;  then your Father Who is looking on in secrecy will 

repay you. 

⇒ 19.  Do not hoard treasures for yourselves upon the earth, where moth and decay consume65 and where 

thieves break in and steal.    20.  Rather, store up treasures for yourselves in heaven, where neither moth 

nor decay consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal –   21.  for where your treasure is, there 

your heart will be also. 

22.  The lamp of the body is the eye.  If therefore your eye is clear [single, folded, focused], your whole body will 

be bright;   23.  but if your eye is wicked, your whole body will be dark.  If in reality the light that is in you is 

darkness, how great that darkness is!   24.  No one can slave for two masters;  for either he will hate the one 

and love the other, or he will stick to the one and despise the other.  YOU cannot slave for God and for 

riches. 

25.  On this account I say to YOU: 

‘Do not be anxious [even] about YOUR souls...   

– as to what YOU will eat or what YOU will drink – 

...or about YOUR bodies’ 

– as to what YOU will wear.  Does not the soul mean more than food, and the body more than clothing?   

26.  Observe intently the birds of heaven, because they do not sow seed or reap or gather into storehouses;  

still YOUR Heavenly Father feeds them.  Are YOU not worth more than they are?    27.  Who of YOU by 

being anxious can add one cubit [a foot-step] to his life span?   28.  Also on the matter of clothing, why are 

YOU anxious?  Take a lesson from the lilies of the field, how they are growing;  they do not toil, nor do 

they spin;   29.  but I say to YOU that not even Sol´o-mon in all his glory was arrayed as one of these!   30.  

Therefore if God thus clothes the vegetation of the field – which is here today and tomorrow is thrown 

into the oven – will He not much rather clothe66 YOU, YOU with little faith?   31.  So never be anxious and 

say: 

‘What are we to eat?’ 

or: 

‘What are we to drink?’ 

or: 

‘What are we to put on?’ 

32.  [just] because the nations are craving for all these things, for YOUR Heavenly Father knows YOU need 

all these things.   33.  Keep on, then, seeking first the kingdom and His righteousness, and all these other 

things will be added to YOU.   34.  So never be anxious about the next day, for the next day will be anxious 

about itself.  Each day’s badness is enough. 

7 
 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples & crowds 

⇒ 1.  Stop judging to avoid being judged yourselves;67
   2.  for YOU will be judged with the judgement YOU are 

judging, and whatever standard that YOU are measuring out will be measured out to YOU.68
   3.  Why, 

then, do you take heed of the straw in your brother’s eye, but do not consider the rafter in your own 

                                                     

 

 
65 James 5:2 
66 See Jacob’s vow to God –  Genesis 28:20 
67 “do not judge as a means of taking the high ground as a subterfuge to avoid judgement on yoursel f” ( compare the simpler Gree k of Luke 6:37 

) Job 40:8 ;  Genesis 3:11-12 
68 James 2:8-13 
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eye?   4.  Or how can you say to your brother: 

 superior, over-critical man ––––– patronised man 

‘Let me extract the straw from your eye’ 

when look!  a rafter is in your own eye?   5.  Hypocrite!  First extract the rafter from your own eye, and then 

you will see clearly how to extract the straw from your brother’s eye. 

6.  Do not give what is Holy to dogs, neither throw YOUR pearls before swine, that they may never trample 

them under their feet and having turned [toward YOU] will rip YOU open.69 

⇒ 7.  Keep on asking, and it will be given YOU;  keep on seeking, and YOU will find;  keep on knocking, 

and it will be opened to YOU.    8.  For everyone asking receives, and everyone seeking finds, and it [the 

door] will be opened to everyone knocking.   9.  Indeed, who is the man among YOU whom his son asks for 

bread;  he will not hand him a stone, will he?    10.  Or perhaps, he will ask for a fish;  he will not hand 

him a serpent, will he?70
   11.  Therefore if YOU – although wicked – know how to give good gifts to YOUR 

children, how much more so will YOUR Father Who is in the heavens give good things to those asking 

Him? 

12.  [In] all things, therefore, whatever YOU want men to do to YOU, YOU also must likewise do to them;  

this, in fact, is what the Law and the Prophets mean. 

⇒ 13.  Enter in through the narrow gate,71 because the gate is wide and the road spacious that is leading 

off into destruction, and many are the ones entering in through it;    14.  whereas the gate is narrow and 

the road cramped leading off into life, and few are the ones finding it [through searching for it]. 72 

15.  Watch out for the false prophets that come to YOU in sheep’s covering, but inside are ravenous wolves.    

16.  YOU will recognise them by their fruitage – people never gather grapes from thorns or figs from 

thistles, do they?   17.  Likewise every good tree produces fine fruit, but every rotten tree produces worthless 

fruit;   18.  a good tree cannot bear worthless fruit, neither can a rotten tree produce fine fruit.   19.  Every tree 

not producing fine fruit gets cut down and thrown into the fire.   20.  Therefore YOU will recognise them by 

their fruits.73 

21.  Not everyone saying to me: 

“Lord, Lord!” 

will enter into the kingdom of the Heavens, only the one doing the will of my Father Who is in the 

Heavens.   22.  Many will say to me in that day: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– false Christians 

⇐ “Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and expel demons in your name, and perform 

many powerful works in your name?” 

23.  but then I will profess to them: 

↪ “At no time did I know YOU!  Get away from me, YOU lawless workers!” 

24.  Therefore everyone that hears these sayings of mine and does them will be likened to a discreet man, 

who built his house upon the rock-mass [cliff, projecting rock – not a mere boulder]74...   25.  and the rain poured down 

and the floods came and the winds blew...  and they fell against that house, but it did not cave in, for it 

had been founded upon the rock-mass. 

                                                     

 

 
69 Proverbs 17:6 ;   Proverbs 20:25 ;  Proverbs 23:1-9 ;  the term “dogs” is “kuon” –  a metaphor for impudence,  rather than “phaedo” - faithfulness.   It 

is less a dog and more a hyena – an impudent mocker 
70 God will give neither what is insufficient nor what is harmful, but just what is needed  
71 This refers to the doors in the temple:  the outer door was 7½ fe et wide, whereas the door to the Most Holy was 6 feet – and it was originally 

obstructed!  ( Luke 13:24 ) 1 s t Kings 6:31;   ( 1s t Kings 8:8 ) Isaiah 57:9-10 
72 “Keep on seeking” Matthew 7:7 
73 1 s t Samuel 24:13-15 
74 (Luke 67:47-48) See 1 s t Corinthians 10:4 – Christ, the Rock-Mass 
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26.  ...but everyone hearing these sayings of mine and not doing them will be likened to a foolish man, who 

built his house upon the sand...   27.  ...and the rain poured down and the floods came and the winds blew...  

and they struck against that house and it caved in, and its collapse was great. 

28.  Now it came about when Jesus finished these sayings, that the crowds were astounded at his way of 

teaching;   29.  because he was teaching them as one having authority, and not as their scribes. 

8 
1.  Moreover, after he had come down from the mountain, great crowds followed him.   2.  And look!  a 

leprous man came up and began bowing to him, saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– leprous man 

⇐ Lord, if you just want to, you can make me clean. 

3.  and so, stretching out [his] hand, he touched him, saying: 

↪ I want to.  Be made clean. 

and immediately his leprosy was cleansed away.   4.  Then Jesus said to him: 

Take care that you tell no one, but go, show yourself to the priest, and offer the gift that Moses 

appointed as a testimony to them.75 

5.  When he entered into Ca-per´na-um, a centurion came to him, entreating him   6.  and saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– army officer 

⇐ Sir, my manservant  is laid up in the house with paralysis, being terribly tormented. 

7.  He said to him: 

↪ When I get there I will cure him.76 

8.  However in reply the army officer said: 

↩ Sir, I am not a fit man for you to enter under my roof, but just say the word and my manservant will 

be healed.   9.  For I too am a man placed under authority, I appoint [tasks] upon soldiers under me, and I 

say to this one: 

 army officer ––––– servant 

≺ ‘Be on your way!’ 

and he is on his way, and to another: 

≺ ‘Come!’ 

and he comes...  and to my servant:   

≺ ‘Do this!’ 

and he does it.77 

10.  Hearing that, Jesus became amazed and said to those who were following him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples and people present 

⇒ ‘I tell YOU the truth:  I have not found so great a faith with anyone in Israel. 

11.  But I tell YOU that many from eastern parts and western parts will come and recline at the table 

with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of the Heavens;   12.  whereas the sons of the 

                                                     

 

 
75 “them” – the high priest and figuratively to Moses who delivered that law  
76 This was Jesus’ aim:  to induce the Roman to declare himsel f unclean so that his respect for God’s Law would to be evident to the crow d 
77 Hugely perceptive –  this Roman recognises that Jesus has authority, and he is able to dispense it through others in order to pe rform what is 

needed through them.  Perhaps this centur ion had seen the apostles cur ing others, and recognised that they were ordinary men acting with the 

authority which Jesus had given to them 
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kingdom [intransigent traditionalists] will be thrown into the darkness outside,78 and they will weep and 

grind their teeth [in regret] there.’ 

13.  then Jesus said to the centurion: 

↪ Go.  Just as you have believed, so let it be for you. 

...and his manservant was healed in that hour. 

14.  And Jesus, on coming into Peter’s house, saw his mother-in-law lying down and sick with fever.79
   15.  So he 

touched her hand, and the fever left her, and she got up and began ministering to him.   16.  But after it 

became evening,80 people brought him many demon-possessed people;  and he expelled the spirits with a 

word, and he cured all who were faring badly   17.  that there might be fulfilled what was spoken through 

Isaiah the prophet, saying: 

He himself took our sicknesses and carried our diseases. 

 Isaiah 53:4 

18.  When Jesus saw a crowd around him, he gave the command to shove off  for the other side [of the Sea of 

Gal´i-lee].   19.  But a certain scribe came up and said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– a devious scribe 

⇐ Teacher, I will follow you wherever you may go. 

20.  but Jesus said to him: 

↪ Foxes keep to their dens and birds of heaven to their roosts,81 but the Son of man has nowhere to lay 

down his head. 

21.  Then another of the disciples said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciple 

⇐ Lord, permit me first to leave and bury my father.82 

22.  Jesus said to him: 

↪ Keep following me, and let the dead bury their dead. 

23.  and having boarded a boat, his disciples followed him.   24.  And look!  A great storm arose in the sea, 

so that the boat was inundated by the waves;  but [Jesus] had fallen asleep.83
   25.  But having come to him they 

roused him, saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciple in the boat 

⇐ Lord, save us!  We are perishing! 

26.  but he said to them: 

↪ Why are YOU afraid, YOU with little faith? 

then getting up, he rebuked the winds and the sea, and a great calm set in.   27.  So the men became 

astonished and said [to each other]: 

 disciples 

↻ What kind of person is this, that even the winds and sea obey him? 

                                                     

 

 
78 Isaiah 56:1-9 
79 Luke 4:38 
80 Evidence that the cure was on a Sabbath, because the neighbours came as soon as evening fell  
81 The scribe was trying to find where Jesus was based.  ( Luke 9:58 ) Foxes – schemers, or workers for Herod Luke 13:32 .  See Acts 10:12:  for 

proof that birds of heaven are unclean carrion  
82 This may have been an affected statement from the disciple, quoting Joseph who asked Phar´aoh for permission to leave “te mporarily” to bury 

his father Israel .  ( Genesis 50:5 ),  just as another disciple quoted E-li´sha in his procrastination (Luke 9:60-62).   The first “dead” –  who should 

bury his parents – are those who have rejected Jesus, the ones who will  keep this young disciple away from him  
83 See Jonah 1:4 
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Jesus Cures Gentile Man of Legion84 
28.  When he got to the other side, into the country of the Gad-a-renes´ ["reward at the end"], there met him two 

demon-possessed men coming out from among the memorial tombs – unusually fierce, so that nobody 

had the courage to pass by on that road.   29.  And look!  they screamed, saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– demons in two possessed men 

⇐ What have we to do with you, Son of God?  Did you come here to torment us before the appointed 

time?85 

30.  – moreover a long way off from them there was a herd of many swine at pasture.    31.  So the demons 

began to entreat him, saying: 

If you expel us, send us forth into the herd of swine. 

32.  Accordingly he said to them: 

↪ GO! 

and they came out and went off into the swine;  and look!  the entire herd rushed over the precipice into 

the sea and died in the waters.   33.  But the herders fled, and on going into the city they reported everything 

– including the affair of the demon-possessed men.   34.  And look!  All the city turned out to meet Jesus;  and 

after having seen him, they implored him to move out from their districts. 

9 
Heals Paralysed Man86 

1.  So boarding the boat, he sailed across and went into his own city...   2.  and look!  they were bringing him a 

paralysed man lying on a bed.  And having seen their faith Jesus said to the paralytic[r37]: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– young paralysed man 

⇒ Take courage, child [son of Abraham];  your sins are forgiven. 

3.  And look!  certain of the scribes said to themselves: 

 ––––– some scribes present 

↻ ‘This fellow is blaspheming!’ 

4.  But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, spoke so as to say: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– scribes present 

↪ Why do YOU produce wicked things in YOUR hearts?    5.  For instance, which is easier?  to say: 

‘Your sins are forgiven’ 

or to say: 

‘Get up and walk’ 

6.  However, in order for YOU to know that the Son of man has authority on earth to forgive sins... 

then he said to the paralytic: 

↪ When you have got up, pick up your bed, and go to your home. 

7.  ...and he got up!  and went off to his home.   8.  At the sight of this the crowds were struck with fear, but 

they glorified God Who gave such authority to men.87
   9.  And passing along from there, Jesus caught sight of 

a man named Matthew ["gift of Jehovah"] seated at the tax office, and he said to him: 

                                                     

 

 
84 ( Mark 5:1-20 ;  Luke 8:26-39 ) 
85 The demons know they have a set time of freedom – evidence that God would not break His word and catch them early 
86 ( Matthew 9:1-7;   Mark 2:1-8 ;  Luke 5:17-26 ) – compare Luke 7:36-50 
87 The crowds may not have been il l, but they would then know that their sins could be forgiven by this man!  This marks a fracturing of the 

authority of the scribes and Phar isees – something the people would never have dared before.. . but Jesus’ action gives them the confidence to 

show their delight! 



 

Page 20 of  242 Matthew  
 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Matthew (Le´vi) 

⇒ Follow me... 

– and rising up he followed him.88
   10.  Later, while he was reclining at the table in the house, look!  many tax 

collectors and sinners came and reclined with Jesus and his disciples.   11.  But on seeing this the Pharisees 

began to say to his disciples: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Pharisees 

 Jesus’ disciples ––––– Pharisees 

⇐ For what reason [“what sin has he committed?”] is YOUR teacher eating with tax collectors and sinners? 

12.  Hearing [them], he said: 

↪ Healthy people do not need a physician, but the ailing do.    13.  So when YOU leave here, understand 

what this means: 

‘I want mercy, and not sacrifice.’ 

 Hosea 6:6 (see Proverbs 21:3, 1st Samuel 15:22) 
Almighty God ––––––– sons of Israel 

for I came to call, not righteous people, but sinners.89 

14.  Then John’s disciples came to him and asked: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples of John the baptist 

⇐ Why is it that we and the Pharisees practice fasting but your disciples do not fast?  

15.  At this Jesus said to them: 

↪ The sons of the bridal chamber90 have no reason to mourn as long as the bridegroom is with them, do 

they?  But days will come when the bridegroom will be taken away from them...  then they will fast. 

16.  Nobody sews an emblem made of un-shrunk cloth upon an old outer garment;  for the fabric [of the 

emblem] would pull away from the garment and a worse tear would appear.   17.  Neither do people put new 

wine into old wineskins, for fear that the wineskins would burst and the wine would spill out and the 

wineskins become ruined.91  But people put new wine into new wineskins, and both things are 

preserved.92 

Ja´i-rus’ Daughter 
18.  While he was telling them these things, look!  a certain ruler who had [already] approached prostrated 

himself to him, saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– “a certain ruler” (Ja´i-rus, presiding officer of the synagogue) 

⇐ By now my daughter must be dead;  but come and lay your hand upon her and she will come to life. 

19.  and on getting up Jesus began to follow him;  and so did his disciples... 

20.  And look!  A woman suffering twelve years from a flow of blood – having come up behind him – 

touched the fringe of his outer garment;   21.  for she kept saying to herself: 

                                                     

 

 
88 Matthew would have heard the commotion, but being a tax collector would not have been welcomed at the event.  Matthew would be acquaint ed 

with Psalm 119 about the son of a Gentile trader, who yearned to be close to God’s ways – and this may have been Matthew’s yearning for many 

years 
89 Leviticus 27:10-13 ;  ( Mark 2:17 ;  Luke 5:32 ) 
90 ( Matthew 9:15 ;  Mark 2:19;  Luke 5:34 ) Jesus’ apostles are seen as his very brothers ( 1 s t John 3:24 )– fellow sons of the bridal chamber of 

God, rather than grown illegitimate chi ldren of a marriage which has not yet taken place.  Christ their brother is a bridegroom, whom they  wi ll 

miss when he leaves the home unit.   The bride class of the f u t u re  is of loyal spir it  John 15:14-15;   ( Revelation 18:23 )  See Isaiah 61:10 
91 This version is imputed to John’s disciples, mentions the practice of the Pharisees and of the wineskins  being ruined.  The text in Mark – from 

which it is taken – i s imputed to scribes, mentions the practice of both John’s disciples and the Pharisees, and of both the wine and wineskins 

being ruined.  The wineskins are traditionalism, which holds the wine of  the good news through John’s –  and later Jesus’ own - disciples 
92 See younger man E-li´hu – the new wine-skin - speaking by the God’s spirit Job 32:18-19 
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 ––––– deeply ill woman 

↻ ‘If I only touch his outer garment I shall be cured.’ 

22.  ...and Jesus turned around, and noticing her, said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– deeply ill woman 

⇒ Take courage, daughter [of Abraham], your faith has made you well. 

and the woman was cured from that hour [onwards]. 

23.  When, now, he came into the ruler’s house and caught sight of the flute players and the crowd making a 

clamour,   24.  Jesus began to say: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– mourners 

⇒ Leave the place, for the little girl is not dead, but she is sleeping. 

– at this they began to laugh at him!   25.  But as soon as the crowd had been sent outside, he went in and 

took hold of her hand, and the little girl got up   26.  ...and the talk about this spread into all that region. 

27.  As Jesus was passing along from there, two blind men followed him, crying out and saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– two blind men 

⇐ Have mercy on us, Son of David. 

28.  – moreover, having come into the house, the blind men came to him, and Jesus asked them: 

↪ Do YOU believe I can do this?93 

They answered him: 

↩ Oh yes!  Lord. 

29.  Then he touched their eyes, saying: 

↪ Let it happen to YOU in accord with YOUR belief... 

30.  and their eyes received sight.  Moreover, Jesus sternly charged them, saying: 

See to it that nobody gets to know it. 

31.  ...but after getting outside, they made it public about him in all that region. 

32.  Now when they were leaving, look!  people brought him a dumb man possessed of a demon;   33.  and after 

the demon had been expelled the dumb man spoke.  Well, the crowds felt amazement and said: 

 crowds of onlookers 

↻ Never was anything like this seen in Israel! 

34.  – but the Pharisees began to say: 

 ––––– Pharisees 

↩ He expels the demons by [means of] the ruler of the demons! 

35.  And Jesus set out on a tour of all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and preaching the 

good news of the kingdom and curing every sort of disease and every sort of infirmity.   36.  On seeing the 

crowds he felt pity for them, because they were skinned [flayed, harassed] and thrown about like sheep 

without a shepherd.94
   37.  Then he said to his disciples: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples 

⇒ Yes, the harvest is great, but the workers are few.    38.  Therefore, beg the Master of the harvest to send 

out workers into His harvest. 

                                                     

 

 
93 Unlike others who had seen the results of Jesus’ miracles, these men only heard the reports – like believers today have faith because of the 

Bible, and not through having seen Jesus or his miracles 
94 See Ezekiel chapter 34 – also Numbers 27:17;   1 s t Kings 22:17;   Isaiah 53:6;   compare Nahum 3:18;   ( Matthew 9:36 ;  Mark 6:34;  John 10:1-30 ) 
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Jesus Chooses 12 Apostles95 

10 
1.  And he summoned his twelve [chosen] disciples96 and gave them authority over unclean spirits in order to 

expel them and to cure every sort of disease and every sort of infirmity. 

2.  The names of the twelve apostles are these: 

firstmost Simon, the one called Peter, and Andrew his brother; 

and James the [son] of Zeb´e-dee and John his brother; 

3.  Philip and Bar-thol´o-mew [Bar-Tolmai – "son of Tol´mai"] [aka Na-than´a-el]; 

Thomas and Matthew97 ["gift of Jehovah"] [aka Le´vi] the tax collector; 

James the [son] of Al-phae´us, and Thad-dae´us ["large hearted, courageous"]98; 

4.  Simon99 the Ca-na-nae´an, and Judas Is-car´i-ot ["men of Ke´ri-oth"], who later betrayed him. 

5.  These twelve Jesus sent100 forth, giving them these orders: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– 12 apostles:  Simon Peter & Andrew, James & John, Philip & Bar-thol´o-mew, Thomas & Matthew, James & Thad-dae´us, Simon, 
Judas 

⇒ Do not go off into the road of the nations, and do not enter into a Sa-mar´i-tan city;   6.  but instead go 

continually to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.    7.  As YOU go, preach, saying: 

≺ ‘The kingdom of the Heavens has drawn near.’ 

8.  Cure sick people, raise up dead people, cleanse lepers, expel demons.  YOU received free, [so] give free 

–   9.  neither prepare [take along] gold or silver or copper for YOUR girdle purses,   10.  or a food pouch for the 

trip, or two undergarments or [pairs of] sandals, nor a staff – for the worker is due his provisions as a 

reward. 

11.  Whatever city or village YOU enter into, search out who is worthy [of your prolonged presence] in it, and 

stay there until YOU go forth.101
   12.  When YOU enter into the house, greet the household;   13.  and if the 

house is deserving, let the peace YOU wish it come upon it;  but if it is not deserving, let the peace from 

YOU return upon YOU.   14.  Wherever anyone does not take YOU in or listen to YOUR words, on going out 

of that house or that city shake the dust off YOUR feet.102
   15.  Truly I say to YOU:  it will be more 

endurable for the land of Sod´om and Go-mor´rah on Judgement Day than for that city. 

⇒ 16.  Look!  I am sending YOU forth as sheep into the midst of wolves,103 therefore become as cautious as 

serpents and yet as innocent as doves.    17.  Be on YOUR guard against men, for they will [given the 

opportunity] deliver YOU up to local courts – and they will scourge YOU in their synagogues;   18.  why, 

YOU will be summoned before governors and kings on my account for a witness to them and the 

nations.   19.  However, when they deliver YOU up, do not become anxious about how or what YOU are to 

speak;  for what YOU should say will be given YOU – in that hour –   20.  for the ones speaking are not 

just YOU, but it is the spirit of YOUR Father that speaks by YOU.104 

                                                     

 

 
95 ( Matthew 10:1-4;  Mark 3:16-19 ;  Luke 6:12-16 ) 
96 Twelve chosen from his larger group of followers 
97 Also known as Le´vi  Mark 2:13, also a son of Al -phae´us;  however he may have taken the name “Matthew” – meaning “gift of Jehovah” – upon 

beginning his Christian ministry,  and so used it in his gospel  
98 Also known as Judas – Consider Jude 1:1 – Matthew 13:55 ;  Mark 6:3 
99 “the zealot” 
100 Jesus’ ministry blessed even through those he sent forth.   See 1 s t Chronic les 1812-13 
101 ( Matthew 10:11 ;   Luke 9:4  ) The Greek is uncertain.  I t could mean “stay there as a base while in the city until you go forth from that city” of 

“stay in that household a s a base and go forth dai ly from their  for ministry,  returning at the end of the ministry”.   Matthew’s gospel  indicates the 

former, Luke’s leans toward the latter  
102 Acts 13:50-51 
103 In nature, i t is usual for wolves to enter surreptitiously amongst sh eep!  Up to now, people had gone to Jesus in the country areas – or 

approached him when he appeared – but now the disciples wil l visit cities to preach and freely cure, and be seen as presumptuous, and evidently 

lacking the protection of the great teacher who has sent them.  It would appear that traditionalists in the land have an in f o r m a nt  mentality, as 

a means of policing the religious rulers’ authority  
104 Exodus 4:15-16 



 

 

 Matthew Page 23 of 242 
 

21.  Further, brother will deliver up brother to death,105  and a father his child, and children will rise up 

against parents and will have them put to death.   22.  And YOU will be objects of hatred by all people on 

account of my name;  but he that has endured to the end is the one that will be saved.   23.  Therefore:  [for 

the sake of endurance] when they persecute YOU in one city, flee to another;  for truly I say to YOU:  YOU will 

by no means complete the circuit of the cities of Israel until the Son of man arrives.106 

⇒ 24.  A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a slave above his lord –   25.  it is enough for the disciple to 

become as his teacher, and the slave as his lord.  If people have called the head of the household ‘Be-

el´ze-bub’ how much more [will they call] those of his household so?    26.  Therefore107 do not fear them;  

for there is nothing covered over that will not become uncovered, and secret that will not become 

known.   27.  What I tell YOU in the darkness, say in the light;  and what YOU hear whispered, herald 

from the housetops –   28.  Indeed YOU should not become fearful of those who kill the body but cannot 

kill the soul;  but rather be in fear of Him that can destroy both soul and body in Ge-hen´na.   29.  Do not 

two sparrows sell for a [mere] tenth of a drachma [“an assarius”]?  Yet not one of them will fall to the 

ground separated from YOUR Father –   30.  but [indeed, even] the very hairs of YOUR head are all 

numbered!108
   31.  Therefore have no fear:  YOU are worth more than many sparrows. 

32.  Everyone, then, that will confess union with me before men, I will also confess union with him before 

my Father Who is in the Heavens;   33.  but whoever disowns me before men, I will also disown him before 

my Father Who is in the Heavens.   34.  Do not think I came to pour out peace upon the earth;  I came to 

put, not peace, but a sword!   35.  for I came to cause division – a man against his father, and a daughter 

against her mother, and a young wife against her mother-in-law.   36.  Indeed: 

“...a man’s enemies will be people of his own household."  

 Micah 7:6 

37.  [In this respect] he that has greater affection for father or mother than for me is not worthy of me;  and 

he that has greater affection for son or daughter than for me is not worthy of me.   38.  And whoever does 

not accept his torture stake and follow after me is not worthy of me.109
   39.  He that finds his soul [personal 

reason for living] will lose it, and he that loses his soul for my sake will find it. 

40.  He that receives YOU receives me also, and he that receives me receives also Him Who sent me forth.   

41.  He that receives a prophet in the name of a prophet110 will get a [the named] prophet’s reward, and he 

that receives a righteous man in the name of a righteous man will get a [the named] righteous man’s 

reward. 

 Jesus Christ ––––– all disciples present, not just the twelve 

42.  ...and whoever [of those you meet] gives one of these little ones only a cup of cold water to drink in the 

name of a disciple,111 I tell YOU truly:  he will by no means lose his reward. 

11 
1.  Now when Jesus had finished giving instructions to his twelve disciples, then he [also] set out from there 

to teach and preach in their cities.112 

2.  But John – having heard in jail about the works of the Christ – sent two of his own disciples   3.  who said 

to him: 

                                                     

 

 
105 This is an advanced warning:  not to try to show these gi fts of heal ing to doubting family members,  for they wil l not want to  listen 
106 Jesus is evidently going away –  perhaps in seclusion – but will  come to reunite them shortly afterwar ds.  See Matthew 11:1  
107 “Therefore...” Jesus has just demonstrated that the critics are plainly mad and despising – there is no need to worry about what they might 

do to your reputation, because al  th ings wil l be revealed as true, despite their slander  
108 Were some of the apostles worried about hair loss??  
109 ( Matthew 10:37;   Matthew 16:24;   Mark 8:34 ;  Luke 9:23  ) John 19:17 –  his followers should expect and not contend with actual execution as 

a consequence of following him.  See Jeremiah 27:12 
110 . . .those who say “ I have come in the name of Jesus Christ” – or historically, “I have come in the name of Moses / Jeremiah / Samuel / E -li´jah 

/ ...” The one receiving the envoy will  get the reward of the actual ambassador!  
111 One who obeys the envoy apostle ( the prophet in the name of the greater prophet ) must th erefore be blessed by that apostle  
112 At this point, the apostles are working alone.  By h is  preaching alone in th e i r  cit ies, he might make an impression on their relatives – who 

would assess Jesus without the “embarrassment” of seeing their  fami ly member a lready sided with him.  Matthew 10:21-22 
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 Jesus Christ ––––– 2 disciples of John the baptist (message from John) 

⇐ Are you the “Coming One”, or are we to anticipate another?113 

4.  In reply Jesus said to them: 

↪ When YOU go, report to John what YOU are hearing and seeing:    5.  the blind are seeing again, and the 

lame are walking about, the lepers are being cleansed and the deaf are hearing, and the dead are 

being raised up, and the poor are having the good news declared to them,    6.  and he that finds no cause 

for stumbling in me is happy. 

7.  While these were on their way, Jesus started to say to the crowds respecting John: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– crowds nearby 

⇒ What did YOU go out into the wilderness to see?  a reed being tossed by wind [a weak man]?   8.  What, 

then, did YOU go out to see?  A man dressed in soft114 garments?  Why, those wearing soft garments 

are in the houses [– and not the prisons! –] of kings.   9.  Really, then, why did YOU go out?  to see a 

prophet?  Yes, I tell YOU, and one far more than a prophet.    10.  This is he concerning whom it is written, 

‘Look!  I Myself send forth My messenger before your face, who will prepare your way ahead 

of you!’ 

 Malachi 3:1115 

Almighty God (through Mal´a-chi) ––––––– unconscientious priests of Israel 

11.  Truly I say to YOU people:  Among those born of women there has not been raised up one greater than 

John the Baptist;  yet a lesser person in the kingdom of the heavens is greater than he is.   12.  Moreover, 

from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of the heavens is being besieged [by those 

responding to the Christ], and those besieging it are seizing it –   13.  for all the Prophets and the Law prophesied 

until John;   14.  and if YOU want to accept it, he himself is 

‘E-li´jah who is destined to come.’ 

 Malachi 4:5 
Almighty God (through Mal´a-chi) ––––––– Israel 

15.  Let him that has ears listen! 

⇒ 16.  With whom shall I compare this generation?  It is like young children sitting in the marketplaces 

who cry out to other [children],   17.  saying: 

 young children ––––– reluctant playmates 

⇒ ‘We played the flute116 for YOU, but YOU did not dance! 

↩ We wailed!  But YOU did not beat yourselves in grief!’ 

18.  Correspondingly, John came neither eating nor drinking, yet people say: 

 those not believing in John the baptist ––––– 

≺ ‘He has a demon’ 

19.  – the Son of man did come eating and drinking, still people say: 

≺ ‘Look!  A gluttonous man and a drunkard – a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’ 

but wisdom is justified by its deeds.117 

20.  Then he started to reproach the cities in which most of his powerful works had taken place, because 

                                                     

 

 
113 John the Baptist was in no doubt, of course, but perhaps this was no coincidence that he sent some of his doubting followers at the time 

Christ had ushered away his most fervent –  in order for them not to be in timidated or scorned by them in their questioning Jesus  
114 This would seem to allude to a cruel  rumour about John being a homosexual  – and Jesus says that such ones are in Herod’s palace of Machaerus 

where John was imprisoned! 
115 Exodus 23:20  Compare with Revelation 5:10-13 where Jesus Christ is the leader for the earth after i t has agreed to God’s help  
116 The flute was used in both dances and prominently in funeral mournings – so each side justi fies i tsel f in striking a contrary attitude 
117 … or “action”.  Wisdom does not str ike an attitude –  the Phar isees evidently do, and Jesus and John evidently do not  
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they did not repent: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Inhabitants of Cho-ra´zin and Beth-sa´i-da 

⇒ 21.  Woe to you, Cho-ra´zin ["a furnace of smoke"]!  Woe to you, Beth-sa´i-da ["house of fish"]!  Because if the 

powerful works had taken place in Tyre and Si´don that took place in YOU, they would long ago have 

repented in sackcloth and ashes.118
   22.  Furthermore I say to YOU: 

It will be more endurable for Tyre and Si´don on Judgement Day than for YOU. 

23.  And you, Ca-per´na-um, will not be exalted to heaven – you will be cast down to Ha´des;  because if 

the powerful works that took place in you had taken place in Sod´om, it would have [reformed and] 

remained until this very day.   24.  Furthermore I say to YOU people that it will be more endurable for the 

land of Sod´om on Judgement Day than for you [Ca-per´na-um]. 

25.  At that time Jesus said in response: 

 Almighty God ––––– Jesus Christ 

≻ I publicly praise You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because You have hidden these things 

from the wise and intellectual ones and have revealed them to babes.    26.  Yes, O Father, because 

to do thus was pleasing before You. 

↪ 27.  All things have been delivered to me by my Father, and no one fully knows the Son but the Father, 

neither does anyone fully know the Father but the Son – and anyone to whom the Son might choose 

to reveal Him. 

⇒ 28.  Come to me, all YOU who are toiling and overburdened, and I will refresh YOU.    29.  Take my yoke119 

upon yourselves and learn from me, for I am mild-tempered and lowly in heart.  And YOU will find 

refreshment for YOUR souls,120
   30.  because my yoke is kindly and my load is light. 

Disciples Eat Grain on the Sabbath 

12 
1.  At that season Jesus went through the grain fields on the Sabbath.121  His disciples got hungry and started 

to pluck heads of grain and to eat,   2.  and seeing this the Pharisees said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Pharisees near grain field 

⇐ Look!  your disciples are doing what it is not lawful to do on the Sabbath. 

3.  He said to them: 

↪ Have YOU not read what David did when he was hungry – and the men with him?   4.  how he entered 

into the house of God and they ate the loaves of Presentation [r36] – which it was not lawful for him to 

eat, nor for those with him, but for the priests only?    5.  Or have YOU not read in the Law that on the 

Sabbaths the priests in the temple break [work on] the Sabbath yet remain guiltless?    6.  But I tell YOU 

that something greater than the temple122 is here.   7.  However, if YOU had understood what this means: 

‘I want mercy, and not sacrifice’, 

 Hosea 6:6 (see Proverbs 21:3, 1st Samuel 15:22) 

Almighty God ––––––– sons of Israel 

YOU would not have condemned the guiltless ones,   8.  for the Son of man is Lord of the Sabbath.123 

9.  – and having departing from there, he went into their synagogue...   10.  and look!  a man with a withered 

                                                     

 

 
118 A damning statement against God’s towns and cities,  who should be receptive to prophets!  Recal l Nin´e-veh repented this way in response 

to a warning, and recall God’s denunciation of Tyre Ezekiel 26  and Si´don Isaiah 23 !  – yet Jesus says those Gentiles would have repented if the 

good miracles had been bestowed on them! 
119 God breaks the yoke and instead they serve God and His king Jeremiah 30:8-9;  Numbers 4:9-10 
120 Jesus is the Way – see Jeremiah 6:16 
121 . ..during a period when the grain should be unmolested – see Luke 6:1 and Leviticus 23:10 
122 Jesus referring to himsel f as the chief corner stone  
123 The pertinent point is “condemning the guilt less”.  In citing A -bi´a-thar, Jesus is reminding the Pharisees –  who know their cr iticism, which 

brings punishment of death,  is groundless – of the sacr ifice of priests as committed by King Saul though a similar pique of mind  
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hand!  So they [the same Pharisees from the field] asked him, 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Pharisees in the synagogue 

⇐ Is it lawful to cure on the Sabbath? 

that they might get an accusation against him.   11.  He said to them: 

↪ Who will be the man among YOU that will have one sheep and, if this falls into a pit on the Sabbath, 

will not get hold of it and lift it out?    12.  All considered, of how much more worth is a man than a sheep!  

So it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath. 

13.  Then he said to the man: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– man with withered hand 

⇒ Stretch out your hand. 

– and he stretched it out, and it was restored sound like the other hand.   14.  But the Pharisees went out and 

took counsel [sought advice] against him that they might destroy him.   15.  Having come to know [this], Jesus 

withdrew from there, and many followed him, and he cured them all!124
   16.  but he strictly charged them not 

to make him manifest;   17.  that there might be fulfilled what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet, who 

said: 

18.  ‘Behold My servant whom I chose, My beloved, in whom My soul has found delight!  I will 

put My spirit upon him, and he will make clear what justice is – to the nations!   19.  He will not 

wrangle, nor cry aloud, nor will anyone hear his voice in the broad ways.   20.  He will not crush 

any bruised reed, nor will he extinguish any smouldering flaxen wick, until he leads out justice 

with success.   21.  Indeed, Gentiles [Gentile NATIONS] will have confidence in his name.’ 

 Isaiah 42:1-4  
Almighty God ––––– 

22.  Then a demon-possessed man – blind and dumb – was brought to him...  and he cured him, so that the 

dumb man could speak and see.   23.  Well, all the crowds were simply carried away and began to say: 

 crowds who observe healing of demon-possessed man 

↻ May this not, perhaps, be the ‘Son of David’ [meaning:  the Mes-si´ah]? 

24.  – but on hearing this, the Pharisees said: 

 crowds who observe healing of demon-possessed man ––––– Pharisees 

↩ This fellow does not expel the demons except by means of Be-el´ze-bub, the ruler of the 

demons! 

25.  Knowing their thoughts, he said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Pharisees 

⇒ Every kingdom which has divided against itself comes to desolation,125 and every city or house divided 

against itself will not stand.    26.  In the same way, if Satan expels Satan then he has become divided 

against himself;  how, then, will his kingdom stand?   27.  Moreover, if I expel the demons by means of Be-

el´ze-bub, by means of whom do YOUR sons expel them?  – this is why they will be judges of YOU –   28.  

but if it is by means of God’s spirit  that I expel the demons, the kingdom of God has really overtaken 

YOU! 

29.  Or how can anyone invade the house of a strong man and seize his movable goods?  unless firstly he 

binds the strong man – and then he will plunder his house. 

                                                     

 

 
124 These also wanted to be healed, but were afraid of being healed at the synagogue or in their village – because the Pharisees were in a murderous 

mood 
125 This is a warning alluding to the traditionalist way, that Jesus is there for lovers of God – yet these religious rulers are hating him 
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Unforgiveable Sin126 
30.  He that is not on my side is against me, and he that does not gather with me scatters.   31.  On this 

account I say to YOU: 

Every sort of sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the spirit  will 

not be forgiven.127 

32.  So whoever speaks a word against the Son of man, it will128 be forgiven him;  but whoever speaks 

against the Holy spirit, it will not be forgiven him – neither in this era nor in that to come. 

⇒ 33.  Either YOU people129 make the tree fine and its fruit fine or make the tree rotten and its fruit 

rotten;  for the tree is known by its fruit.130
   34.  Offspring of vipers,131 how can YOU speak good things 

when YOU are wicked?  for the mouth speaks out of the abundance of the heart –   35.  the good man 

out of his good treasure sends out good things, whereas the wicked man out of his wicked treasure 

sends out wicked things.   36.  I tell YOU that every careless saying that men speak, they will have to 

render an account concerning it on Judgement Day;    37.  for by your words you will be declared righteous, 

and by your words you will be condemned. 

Jesus in Heart of the Earth 3 Days and Nights132 
38.  Then as an answer to him some of the scribes and Pharisees said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– some of the scribes and Pharisees 

↩ Teacher, we want to see a sign [of authority, not miracle] from you. 

39.  In reply he said to them: 

↪ A wicked and adulterous133 generation keeps on seeking for a sign, but no “sign” will be given it except 

the sign of Jo´nah the prophet.   40.  For just as Jo´nah was in the belly of the huge fish three days and 

three nights, so the Son of man will be in the heart of the earth three days and three nights...134
   41.  The 

men of Nin´e-veh will rise up in the judgement with this generation and will condemn it, because they 

repented at what Jo´nah preached, whereas look!  there is something more than Jo´nah here;    42.  the 

queen of the south will be raised up in the judgement with this generation and will condemn it;  

because she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Sol´o-mon, whereas look!  there is 

something more than Sol´o-mon here. 

⇒ 43.  When an unclean spirit comes out of a man, it passes through arid places in search of a resting-

place, but finds none.   44.  Then it says: 

 unclean spirit 

↻ ‘I will go back to my house out of which I moved’ 

and on arriving it finds it unoccupied, although swept clean and adorned.135
   45.  Then it goes its way and 

takes along with it seven136 different spirits more wicked than itself, and, after getting inside, they dwell 

                                                     

 

 
126 ( Matthew 12:30-32 ;  Mark 3:22-30;   Luke 12:10  ) See also John 8:48-51 
127 1 s t Samuel 24:13-15 
128 ( ... therefore no co-equal trin ity ( Isaiah 59:21  ) Mark 3:28-30 ;  Luke 12:10;  1s t John 5:16 ) Jesus is actually giving them counsel before the 

event, to help them to avoid committing that sin  
129 Saying that the Pharisees and rulers are responsible for what will befall Jerusalem  
130 Citing 1 s t Samuel 24:13-15 ;  Matthew 12:33 ;  Luke 13:6-9 ;  Matthew 21:18-19 
131 John 8:44.  Alluding to the adversary, who spoke t hrough a snake Genesis 3:1-5 yet was unable to speak good things 
132 ( Matthew 12:38-40 ;  Mark 9:31;  Mark 10:34 ) 1 s t Samuel 20:19 Not dead, nor buried but “in the heart of the earth” – referring to his 

irredeemable capture are its beginning 
133 “wicked and adulterous” – lacking the love that they should have, they demand a reason not to wander away from what is evidently God’s 

purpose.   Jesus is a lso referring to King A´haz who took the high line against Isaiah in order to ignore him.  Isaiah declared a sign,  the birth of 

Im-man´u-el  Isaiah 7:10-16 ;  .Matthew 1:22-23 
134 Serious!  A prophet is evident – needing no letters of introduction – just as Jo´nah, a lone Hebrew in Nin´e -veh was not attacked, but convinced 

even the King there.  However Jesus is saying that the only sign they will receive – at their own insistence –  is after he has died – when it is too 

late for them to benefit from his direct presence.  See Matthew 16:1 for their later call for Heaven to open up and declare Jesus as specia l  
135 The forgiveness of the sins of the forefathers – wiped out by God and His Own standards re -introduced – had not been bui lt upon by later 

generations 
136 This al ludes to Cain who – having sinned and been expelled from the land by God – had a mark placed upon him that any who fell upon Cain 

would receive seven times as much on themselves 
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there;  and the final circumstances of that man become worse than the first.  That is how it will be also 

with this wicked generation.137 

46.  ...However, while he was yet speaking to the crowds, look!  his mother and brothers took up a position 

on the outskirts138 seeking to speak to him.   47.  So someone said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– helpful disciple acting delivering news 

⇐ Look!  Your mother and your brothers are standing outside, seeking to speak to you. 

48.  But replying, he said to the one telling him: 

↪ Who is my mother, and who are my brothers? 

49.  And extending his hand toward his disciples, he said: 

Look!  My mother and my brothers!   50.  For whoever does the will of my Father Who is in Heaven is my 

brother, and sister, and mother. 

13 
1.  On that day Jesus, having left the house, was sitting by the sea;   2.  and great crowds were gathered139 to 

him, so that he went aboard a boat to sit down, and all the crowd stood on the beach.   3.  Then he told 

them many things by illustrations, saying: 

Illustration of the Sower and the Seed140 

 Jesus Christ ––––– crowd on the beach 

⇒ Look: 

A sower went out to sow;   4.  and as he was sowing, some [seeds] fell alongside the road, and the 

birds came and ate them up.   5.  Others fell upon the rocky places where they did not have much soil, 

and at once they sprang up because of not having depth of soil...   6.  when the sun rose they were 

scorched, and they withered because of not having root.   7.  Others, too, fell among the thorns, and 

the thorns came up and choked them.   8.  Still others fell upon the fine soil and they began to yield 

fruit, this one a hundred-fold, that one sixty, the other thirty. 

9.  Let him that has ears listen. 

10.  So coming to him, the disciples said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– close disciples (apostles?) 

↩ Why do you speak to them using illustrations? 

11.  In reply he said: 

↪ [I do so] because It is granted to YOU to understand the sacred secrets of the kingdom of the Heavens, 

but it is not granted to those people.    12.  For whoever has, more will be given him and he will be made 

to abound;  but whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him.   13.  This is why I 

speak to them by the use of illustrations, because though seeing, they do not look [examine], and 

[though] hearing they do not listen, neither do they get the sense of it;    14.  and the prophecy of Isaiah is 

having fulfilment toward them, the one which says: 

“By hearing, YOU will hear... but by no means comprehend;  and looking YOU will look... but 

by no means perceive.   15.  For the heart of this people has grown unreceptive, and they have 

barely heard with their ears and they have shut their eyes, so that they might never see with 

their eyes and hear with their ears and get the sense of it with their hearts and turn back, 

and I heal them.” 

                                                     

 

 
137 Here Jesus is descr ibing how the people Israel had been cleansed of bad spirit by Jehovah long ago, but now refuse to let Christ l ive in them, 

so that the bad spirit which had been evicted can return without fear of God evicting it again  
138 Mother and brothers separated from the crowd, not wanted t o be associated with Jesus in what he says 
139 “were gathered” – those who had seen him went and called others who had not  
140 ( Matthew 13:3-23 ;  Mark 4:3-20 ;  Luke 8:4-15 ) 
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 Isaiah 6:9, 10 ; 44:18 (paraphrased) 141 

16.  However, YOUR eyes are greatly blessed because they do see, and YOUR ears because they do hear.   17.  

For I tell YOU truly:  many prophets and righteous men yearned to see the things which YOU are 

beholding and did not see them, and to hear the things YOU are hearing and did not hear them. 

18.  YOU therefore...  listen to the illustration of the man that sowed: 

19.  Where anyone hears the word of the kingdom but does not get the sense of it, the wicked one 

comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart;  this is the one sown alongside the 

road. 

20.  As for the one sown upon the rocky places, this is the one hearing the word and at once 

accepting it with joy.   21.  Yet he has no root in himself but just continues for a time, and after 

tribulation or persecution has arisen on account of the word he is immediately stumbled. 

22.  As for the one sown among the thorns, this is the one hearing the word, but the anxiety of this 

era and the deceptive power of riches choke the word, and he becomes unfruitful. 

23.  As for the one sown upon the fine soil, this is the one hearing the word and getting the sense of 

it, who really does bear fruit and produces: this one a hundred-fold, that one sixty, the other thirty. 

Illustration of the Wheat and the Weeds 
24.  He set another illustration before them, saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– crowd on the beach 

⇒ The kingdom of the heavens has become like a man who had sown fine seed in his field.    25.  While 

men were sleeping, his enemy came and oversowed weeds in among the wheat, and left.    26.  When 

the blade sprouted and produced fruit, then the weeds appeared also.    27.  So the slaves of the 

householder came up and said to him: 

 householder ––––– slaves of the household 

⇐ ‘Master, did you not sow fine seed in your field?  How then does it come to have weeds?’ 

28.  He said to them: 

↪ ‘An enemy, a man, did this.’ [not an accident] 

They said to him: 

↩ ‘Do you want us, then, to go out and collect them?’ 

29.  He said: 

↪ ‘No – for fear that while collecting the weeds, YOU uproot the wheat with them.    30.  Let both 

grow together until the harvest, and in the harvest season I will tell the reapers: 

≺ ‘Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to burn them up, then go to 

gathering the wheat into my storehouse.’ 

2 conjoined illustrations – Mustard Tree and Woman with Leaven142 
31.  He set another illustration before them, saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– crowd on the beach 

⇒ The kingdom of the heavens is like a mustard grain143 which a man took and planted in his field 

–   32.  which is, in fact, the tiniest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the largest of the 

vegetables! and becomes a tree, so that the birds of heaven144 come and make lodging among its 

branches. 

                                                     

 

 
141 This is aimed not at the religious rulers, but at the ordinary people whom the rulers have defl ated until they no longer consider God 
142 Romans 11:16 .   Proximity to the Christ brings Holiness Leviticus 6:18 & 27 .  Conjoined illustrations.  See Luke 13:18 for the explanation 
143 See Isaiah 6:13 
144 ( Ezekiel 17:23 ) See Acts 10:12 for evidence that birds of heaven are unclean  
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33.  He spoke to them another illustration: 

⇒ The kingdom of the heavens is like leaven, which a woman took and mixed with three large 

measures of flour, until the whole mass was fermented.145 

34.  Jesus spoke all these things to the crowds by illustrations.  Indeed, he would not speak to them without 

an illustration   35.  that there might be fulfilled what was spoken through the prophet who said: 

‘I will open My mouth with illustrations, I will publish things hidden since the founding.’ 

 Psalm 78:2 

A´saph speaking for Almighty God 

36.  – then after dismissing the crowds he went into the house.   And his disciples came to him and said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– close disciples (apostles) 

⇐ Explain to us the illustration of the weeds in the field. 

37.  In response he said: 

↪ The sower of the fine seed is the Son of man;    38.  the field is the world;  as for the fine seed, these 

are the sons of the kingdom;  but the weeds are the sons of the wicked one,    39.  and the enemy 

that sowed them is the Devil.  The harvest is a conclusion of the era, and the reapers are angels.    

40.  Therefore, just as the weeds are collected and consumed in the fire, so it will be in the 

conclusion of the era:   41.  the Son of man will send forth his angels, and they will collect out from 

his kingdom all things that cause stumbling and [all] people who are doing lawlessness,    42.  and 

they will pitch them into the fiery furnace.  There they will weep and grind [their] teeth [in 

regret].   43.  At that time the righteous ones will shine as brightly as the sun in the kingdom of their 

Father.  Let him that has ears, listen. 

⇒ 44.  The kingdom of the heavens is like a treasure hidden in the field, which a man – having found 

it – hid, and for his delight over it, he goes and sells all he has and buys that field.146 

⇒ 45.  …again the kingdom of the heavens is like a travelling merchant seeking fine pearls.147
   46.  Upon 

finding one very precious pearl, away he went and promptly sold all the things he had and 

bought it. 

⇒ 47.  Again the kingdom of the heavens is like a trawler net148 let down into the sea and gathering 

up [fish] of every kind.149
   48.  When it got full they hauled it up onto the beach and, sitting down, 

they collected the fine ones into vessels, but the unsuitable they threw away.    49.  That is how it will 

be at the end of the era:  the angels will go out and separate the wicked from among the 

righteous   50.  and will cast them into the fiery furnace.  There they will weep and grind [their] teeth 

[in regret]. 

51.  Did YOU get the sense of all these things? 

– they said to him: 

↩ Yes. 

52.  then he said to them: 

↪ That being the case, every public instructor, having been taught respecting the kingdom of the 

heavens, is like a householder who brings new and old things out of his treasure store.150 

                                                     

 

 
145 See Luke 13:20 for context and understanding of this 
146 ( compare Proverbs 31:16 ) That treasure belongs to the owner of the field.  Thus the man re -buries i t, sells all  he has, and buys the field in 

order to own the treasure he found there  
147 The merchant was already a collector – he was not content with the ones he had, but kept on comparing the news things he found in order 

to gradually improve the quali ty of  his stock.   Both treasure and the treasure-seeker represent the kingdom – each aware of the value –  so that 

someone who encounters a treasure -seeker wi ll, themselves, have encountered that treasure –  in that one’s heart! 
148 See prophecy in Ezekiel 47:10-11 where the healing waters from the temple rejuvenate the parched places 
149 At the end of th is era – the Divine Rescue Revelation 5:13 wil l catch good and bad fish alive.  See prophetic pattern in Jeremiah 16:15-16 
150 Proverbs 8:18 ;  compare the garden of love’s expression between the Shu´lam -mite and her beloved, and the “new and old things” which the 

bride presents to her beloved Lord Song of Solomon 7:11-13 



 

 

 Matthew Page 31 of 242 
 

53.  Now when Jesus had finished these illustrations he withdrew from there [that region].   54.  And after coming 

into his home territory he began to teach them in their synagogue, so that they were astonished and said: 

 ––––– people of Gal´i-lee in the synagogue 

↻ ‘Where did this man get this wisdom and these powerful works?    55.  Is this not the carpenter’s 

son?  Is not his mother called Mary, and his brothers James and Joseph and Simon and Judas?151
   

56.  And his sisters, are they not all with us also?  Where, then, did this man get all these things?’ 

57.  – so they were offended at him.  But Jesus said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– people of Gal´i-lee in the synagogue 

⇒ A prophet is not unhonoured except in his home territory and in his own household. 

58.  – and he did not do many powerful works there on account of their lack of faith. 

14 
1.  At that particular time Herod, the district ruler [of Gaĺ i-lee], heard the report about Jesus   2.  and said to his 

servants: 

 Herod ––––– servants 

⇒ ...this is John the Baptist!  He is risen up from the dead!  and that is why the powerful works are 

operating in him. 

3.  – for Herod had arrested John and bound him and put him away in prison on account of He-ro´di-

as ["heroic"] the wife of Philip his [still living] brother,   4.  for John had been saying to him: 

 Herod ––––– John the baptist 

≻ ‘It is not lawful for you to be having her.’152 

5.  However, although he wanted to kill him, he feared the crowd, because they were upholding him 

as a prophet.   6.  But when Herod’s birthday was being celebrated, the daughter of He-ro´di-as danced 

for it and it pleased Herod,   7.  whereupon he promised with an oath to give her whatever she might 

ask.   8.  Then she – having been urged on by her mother – she said: 

 Herod ––––– daughter of He-ro´di-as 

⇐ ‘Give me here upon a platter the head of John the Baptist.’153 

9.  Grieved though he was, the king – out of regard for his oaths and for those reclining with him – 

commanded it to be given;   10.  and he sent and had John beheaded in the prison.   11.  And his head was 

brought on a platter and given to the maiden, and she brought it to her mother.   12.  Finally his 

disciples came and removed the corpse and buried him and came and reported it to Jesus. 

13.  At hearing this Jesus withdrew from there by boat into a secluded place for isolation;  but the crowds, 

getting to hear of it, followed him on foot from the cities... 

Feeding the 5,000154 
14.  ...Now when he came forth he saw a great crowd;  and he felt pity for them, and he cured their sick 

ones.   15.  But when evening fell his disciples came to him saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples (apostles) 

⇐ The place is lonely and the hour is already far advanced;  send the crowds away, that they may go into 

the villages and buy food for themselves. 

16.  However, Jesus said to them: 

                                                     

 

 
151 Consider Jude 1:1 – Mark 6:3;  John 6:42 ;  1 s t Samuel 10:11-12 
152 Mark 6:17-18;  Luke 3:19 ;  appropriate – that by Law Leviticus 20:21 Herod An´ti -pas should be condemned to die childless – since he had 

turned a blind eye to his father’s slaughter of the innocent Matthew 2:16-18 
153 This was asked by a young  gir l in the middle of the party!  He -ro´di-as – Herod’s wife – would be quietly watching her husband squirm as she 

exerted power of him in fu ll view of his guests,  and show them that they should beware of demeaning her  
154 ( Mark 6:30 ;  Luke 9:10 ;  John 6:1-13 ) ( ( Matthew 15:29-38 ;  Mark 8:1-9 ) ) 
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↪ They do not have to leave:  YOU give them something to eat. 

17.  They said to him: 

↩ We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.155 

18.  He said [to them]: 

↪ Bring them here to me. 

19.  Next he commanded the crowds to recline on the grass and took the five loaves and two fish, and 

looking up to heaven he said a blessing and, after breaking the loaves,156 he distributed them to the 

disciples, and the disciples in turn to the crowds.   20.  So all ate and were satisfied, and they took up the 

surplus of fragments157 – twelve baskets’ full –   21.  yet those eating were about five thousand men, besides 

women and young children. 

Jesus Walks on Water, Calms the Sea158 
22.  Then without delay he compelled159 his disciples to board the boat and go ahead of him to the other 

side, while he sent the crowds away.   23.  Eventually, having sent the crowds away, he went up into the 

mountain by himself to pray.  Though it became late, he was there alone.   24.  By now the boat was many 

hundreds of yards away from land, being severely tested by the waves, because the wind was against them.   

25.  But in the fourth watch period of the night he came to them, walking over the sea.   26.  When they caught 

sight of him walking on the sea, the disciples were troubled, saying: 

 ––––– apostles 

↻ It is a spirit [ghost]! 

and they cried out in their fear.   27.  But at once Jesus spoke to them with the words: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles 

≺ Take courage, it is I;  have no fear. 

28.  In reply Peter said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostle Peter 

↩ Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you over the waters. 

29.  He said: 

↪ Come! 

thereupon Peter, getting down off the boat, walked over the waters and went toward Jesus.    30.  But looking 

at the windstorm, he got afraid and after starting to submerge he cried out: 

≻ Lord, save me! 

31.  Immediately stretching out his hand Jesus caught hold of him and said to him: 

↪ You with little faith, why did you give way to doubt? 

32.  and after they got up into the boat, the windstorm abated.    33.  Then those in the boat kissed his hand 

reverently, saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles 

⇐ You are really God’s Son. 

                                                     

 

 
155 This was barely enough to feed Jesus and the apostles – who l ikely felt uneasy at the thought of sharing them with so many strangers  
156 Breaking food for those who revere God Psalm 111:5 
157 See 2nd Kings 4:42-44;   Exodus 16:23 
158 Matthew 14:22-34 ; Mark 6:47-52 Despite his miracles, the disciples must have felt beyond help when in a boat far from land… and would be 

amazed at how Jesus could help them even when isolated  
159 Jesus did not want his disciples to become hooked on pleasing the crowd whenever they were hungry –  that would not further God’s purpose.  

To protect them, he sent them away, leaving Jesus – who had not distributed the food – si tting there, the teacher he had always been, with no 

attendants to tempt the crowd toward food, and so the emphasis returned to his teaching ministry  
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34.  and having crossed over [the sea] they came to land in Gen-nes´a-ret. 

35.  Upon recognising him the men of that place sent forth into all that surrounding country, and brought 

him all those who were ill,   36.  and they [the sick] went entreating him that they might just touch the fringe of 

his outer garment...  and all those who touched it were made completely well! 

15 
1.  Then Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus from Jerusalem, saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Pharisees and scribes from Jerusalem 

⇐ 2.  Why do your disciples overstep the tradition of the older men?160  For example, they do not wash 

their hands when about to eat a meal. 

3.  In reply he said to them: 

↪ Why do YOU also overstep the commandment of God on account of of YOUR tradition?    4.  For example, 

God said: 

‘Honour your father and your mother’ 

 Exodus 20:12 
 Almighty God (through Moses) ––––––– exiles from Egypt 

and 

‘Let him that reviles father or mother must die.’ 

 Exodus 21:17 
Almighty God (through Moses) ––––––– exiles from Egypt 

5.  – whereas YOU say: 

 Pharisees and scribes ––––– 

≺ ‘Whoever says to his father or mother: 

 devious and selfish man ––––– mother and father 

≺ “Whatever I have by which you might get benefit from me is a gift dedicated to God 
[“Corban”]” 

6.  must not honour his father at all.’ 

and thus YOU invalidate the word of God through YOUR tradition.   7.  YOU hypocrites!  Isaiah aptly 

prophesied about YOU, when he said: 

8.  ‘This people honours Me with their lips, yet their heart is far removed from Me.   9.  They 

worship Me in vain by teaching commands of men as doctrines.’ 

 Isaiah 29:13 
Almighty God (through Isaiah) ––––––– Jerusalem and its people 

10.  With that he called the crowd near and said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– crowds nearby 

⇒ HEAR this and understand it:   11.  [it is] not what enters the mouth that defiles a man;  but it is what 

proceeds out of the mouth that defiles a man.  

12.  Then the disciples came up and said to him: 

                                                     

 

 
160 Possibly meaning “men of days gone by”, but also perhaps tacitly referri ng to the San´he-dr in – which would be a threat, as violating their 

decrees carries a judicial  punishment 
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 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples (apostles) 

↩ Do you know that the Pharisees were stumbled161 at hearing what you said? 

13.  In reply he said: 

↪ Every plant [religious teaching and official] that my Heavenly Father did not plant will be uprooted.    14.  Let 

them be;  they are blind guides to the blind, [and] if a blind man guides a blind man, both will fall into 

a pit.162 

15.  By way of response Peter said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostle Peter 

↩ Explain the illustration  to us. 

16.  At this he said: 

↪ Are YOU also yet without understanding?    17.  Are YOU not aware that everything entering into the 

mouth passes along into the intestines and is discharged into the sewer?    18.  However, the things 

proceeding out of the mouth come out of the heart – and those things defile a man.   19.  For example, 

out of the heart come wicked reasonings, murders, adulteries, fornications, thieveries, false 

testimonies, blasphemies –   20.  these are the things defiling a man – but to take a meal with unwashed 

hands does not defile a man. 

Heals Phoe-ni´cian Woman’s Daughter163 
21.  Leaving there, Jesus now withdrew into the region of Tyre and Si´don.   22.  And look!  A Phoe-ni´cian164 
[Ca´naan-ite] woman from those regions came out and cried aloud, saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Phoe-ni´cian woman 

⇐ Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David.  My daughter is badly demonised. 

23.  – but he did not say a word in answer to her.  So his disciples came up and began to request him, saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples (apostles) 

⇐ ‘Send her away;  because she keeps crying out after us.’ 

24.  – moreover he said: 

↪ I was not sent forth to any but to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 

25.  When the woman came she prostrated herself to him, saying: 

↩ Lord, help me! 

26.  In answer he said: 

↪ It is not right to take the bread of the children and throw it to puppies [little dogs]. 

27.  She said: 

↩ Yes, Lord;  but really, the puppies do eat of the crumbs falling from the table of their masters...  165 

28.  Then Jesus said in reply to her: 

↪ O woman, your faith is evident;  let it happen to you as you wish. 

– and her daughter was healed from that hour on. 

                                                     

 

 
161 The apostles viewed good influence of others toward the Christ as valuable,  but Jesus tells them that personal popularity is nothing –  and that 

a good heart will be good, whereas a bad one wil l only have a slightly convincing veneer of fr iendship  
162 Matthew 23:15;  Isaiah 1:28 ;  Job 30:2;  Malachi 2:12 – later, Paul would compare these intransigent teachers to those of the Gentiles!  1st 

Corinthians 12:1-2.  Compare denunciation on the an imals and the earth at god-l ike Man’s failure in Genesis 6:5-7 
163 Mark 7:24-30 
164 “Ca´naan -i te woman” –  however the account in Mark 7:24-30 is more specif ic to clarify the text here  
165 Jerusalem is under the boot of Rome, yet she declares Israel  to be her master!  Her attitude is clearly Godly!  She understan ds that the “bread” 

is God’s provisions, and that she herself has valued it  
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Feeds 4,000166 
29.  Crossing country from there, Jesus next went along [the region close by] the sea of Gal´i-lee, and, after going 

up into the mountain,167 he was sitting there.   30.  Then great crowds approached him, having along with 

them people that were lame, maimed, blind, dumb, and many otherwise, and they practically threw them 

at his feet, and he cured them;   31.  so that the crowd felt amazement as they saw the dumb speaking168 and 

the lame walking and the blind seeing – and they glorified the God of Israel!169 

32.  But Jesus called his disciples to him and said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples (apostles) 

⇒ I feel deep compassion for the crowd, because already they have stayed with me for three days and 

they have nothing to eat;170 and I do not want to send them away fasting.  They may possibly give out 

on the road. 

33.  However, the disciples said to him: 

↩ From where can we – in this lonely place – get sufficient loaves to satisfy a crowd of this size? 

34.  At this Jesus said to them: 

↪ How many loaves do YOU have? 

They said: 

↩ Seven, and a few little fish.171 

35.  So, after instructing the crowd to recline upon the ground,   36.  he took the seven loaves and the fish and, 

after offering thanks, he broke them172 and began distributing to the disciples, the disciples in turn to the 

crowds...   37.  and all ate and were satisfied, and as a surplus of fragments they took up seven provision 

baskets full!   38.  yet those eating were four thousand men, besides women and young children.173
   39.  Finally, 

after sending the crowds away, he got into the boat and came into the regions of Mag´a-dan ["a tower"]. 

16 
1.  Now the Pharisees and Sadducees approached him and – tempting him – they asked him to display to 

them a sign from heaven.174
   2.  In reply he said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Pharisees and Sadducees at Mag´da-la 

⇒ When evening falls YOU are accustomed to say: 

‘It will be fair weather, for the sky is fire-red’ 

3.  and at morning: 

‘It will be wintry, rainy weather today, for the sky is fire-red, but overcast.’ 

YOU know how to interpret the appearance of the sky, but YOU cannot interpret the signs of the times.   

4.  A wicked and adulterous generation keeps on seeking for a sign, but no sign will be given it except the 

sign of Jo´nah.175 

                                                     

 

 
166 ( Mark 8:1-9 ) ( ( also the 5,000:  Matthew 14:14-20;  Mark 6:30-43;  Luke 9:10-17 ;  John 6:1-13 ) ) 
167 Possibly the tall  hilly ridge behind the city of Ti -be´ri -as SW part of the shore – not Mt.  Ta´bor which is further inland,  because when he has 

fed the 4,000 he boards the boat and sai ls off to Mag´a -dan, which is further north on the shore of Gal´i -lee 
168 Some manuscr ipts add “and the crippl ed restored” 
169 Although they were not coming to hear his preaching, which would have shown good spir it, their evident confidence that he cou ld do what 

they had heard him do was a form of faith. .. and once justi fied by his healing, then they gave great glor y to God! 
170 There was no prospect of food – at-all – yet some had stayed there for three days... !  That is a sign of how much they wanted to learn from 

him 
171 This would be the apostles own supplies.  Would they remember the feeding of the 5,000 – and would this overcome their reluctance to part 

with their own goods? 
172 Breaking food for those who revere God Psalm 111:5 
173 2nd Kings 4:42-43 
174 Di fferent from the earl ier call for a sign of authority ( Matthew 12:38 ), they ask for Heaven to open up and declare Jesus to be special .  

Mockingly, Jesus tells of a weather sign – a sign from the sky 
175 In reverse.  Whereas Jo´nah came to be in the whale through avoiding God’s ministry, Jesus will be t h r o w n  into the “whale” by those he has 

gone to minister to.   See also fn Matthew 12:39-42 
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– with that he went away, leaving them behind. 

Leaven of the Pharisees 
5.  Now the disciples crossed to the other side176 [possibly Beth-sa´i-da] but forgot to take loaves along.   6.  Jesus 

said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples (apostles) 

⇒ Keep YOUR eyes open and watch out for the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees. 

7.  So they began to reason among themselves, saying: 

↻ ‘...[he said this] because we did not bring any loaves along...’ 177 

8.  Knowing this, Jesus said: 

↪ Why are YOU doing this reasoning among yourselves because YOU brought no loaves, YOU with little 

faith?   9.  Do YOU not yet see the point – nor remember the five loaves in the case of the five thousand 

and how many wicker baskets YOU took up?    10.  or the seven loaves in the case of the four thousand 

and how many provision baskets YOU took up?    11.  Why do YOU not discern that I did not talk to YOU 

about loaves, but [to] watch out for the leavan of the Pharisees and Sadducees.178 

12.  – then they grasped that he said to watch out not for the leaven of the loaves, but [the leaven] of the 

teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees. 

13.  Now when he had come into the region of Caes-a-re´a Phi-lip´pi ["Lover of horses"], Jesus asked his disciples: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples (apostles) 

⇒ Who are men saying the Son of man is? 

14.  They replied: 

↩ Some say ‘John the Baptist’, others ‘E-li´jah’, still others ‘Jeremiah’179 or one of the prophets. 

15.  He said to them: 

↪ YOU though...  who do YOU say I am? 

16.  In answer Simon Peter said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostle Peter 

≻ You are the Christ, the Son of the living God. 

Keys of the Kingdom 
17.  In response Jesus said to him: 

↪ You are blessed, Simon son of Jo´nah, because flesh and blood did not reveal [it] to you, but my 

Father Who is in the heavens did.180
   18.  Also, I say to you: 

You are Peter, and on this rock-mass [cliff, projecting rock – not a mere boulder]181 I will build my 

congregation, and the gates of Ha´des will not overpower it. 

                                                     

 

 
176 Possibly Beth-sa´i -da, as they were to continue up to Caes -a-re´a Phi -lip´pi 
177 The apostles take this as a warning that the Pharisees and the Scribes may have secreted leavened bread amongst plain bread somehow, but 

declare that they haven’t brought any bread so everyone is safe –  but Jesus tells them they are not safe at-all 
178 Jesus equates yeast with the Pharisees tea ching,  that is, that i t rises i tsel f up and incites others to believe them to the detriment of Jesus’ own 

followers 
179 Jeremiah bore God’s Own Name –  His authority ( Jeremiah 15:16  ) 
180 1 s t Corinthians 1:28-30 ;  1 s t Corinthians 2:10 
181 “rock-mass” means the Christ – see 1s t Corinthians 10:4 .  The religious elite looked down on Peter and all  the disciples for their love of Christ 

– l ike stones too coarse to be a part of the temple – yet with these words alluding to that rejection Jesus assured Peter that he and all the 

disciples were good foundation for the New Jerusalem above and for the Christian Way  
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19.  I will give you the keys of the kingdom of the heavens,182 and whatever you may bind on 

earth will be the thing bound in the heavens, and whatever you may loose on earth will be 

the thing loosed in the Heavens.183 

20.  – then he sternly charged the disciples not to say to anybody that he was the Christ. 

Peter Rebukes Jesus – Jesus Rebukes him184 
21.  From that time forward Jesus Christ commenced showing his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and 

suffer many things from the older men [possibly meaning the San´he-drin] and chief priests and scribes, and be 

killed, but be raised up on the third day.185
   22.  At this Peter took him aside and commenced rebuking him, 

saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostle Peter 

⇐ Be kind to yourself, Lord!  this will never happen to you! 

23.  But turning his back, he said to Peter: 

↪ Get behind me, Satan!  You are a stumbling block to me, because your thoughts are not the 

ways of God, but those of men.186 

24.  Then Jesus said to his disciples: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples (apostles) 

⇒ If anyone wants to come after me, let him disown himself and pick up his torture stake187 and follow 

me continually.   25.  For whoever wants to save his soul will lose it;  but whoever might lose his soul for 

my sake will find it.   26.  For what benefit will it be to a man if he gains the whole world but forfeits his 

soul?  or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? 

27.  For the Son of man is about to come in the glory of his Father with His angels, and then he will 

recompense each one according to his behaviour.   28.  Truly I say to YOU that there are some of those 

standing here that will not taste death at all until first they see the Son of man coming in his kingdom.188 

Transfiguration189 

17 
1.  Six days later Jesus took Peter and James and John his brother along and brought them up into a lofty 

mountain [Mt.  Her´mon?] 190 by themselves.   2.  And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone191 as 

the sun, and his outer garments became white like the light.   3.  And look!  there appeared to them Moses 

and E-li´jah192 conversing with him.   4.  Responsively Peter said to Jesus: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostle Peter 

⇐ Lord, we’re honoured to be here.  If you wish, I will erect three tents here, one for you and one for 

Moses and one for E-li´jah. 

5.  While he was yet speaking, look!  a bright cloud overshadowed them,193 and look!  A voice out of the 

                                                     

 

 
182 See the antithesis of this in Revelation 9:1, where the adversary gives one of his emis sar ies – Wormwood, who had fallen from heaven – the 

key to the abyss, to release the rebellious angels onto the earth  
183 Keys and binding given to Peter –  NOT favouritism, but the result of the spirit being upon Peter as a preamble to the privilege.  Compar e 

Matthew 18:18 – not concerned with the entry into the kingdom – where they can all judge in earthly disputes between brothers  
184 ( Mark 8:31-38 ) –  see Mark 9:31-32 
185 Job 14:5-9;  Hosea 6:2 
186 ( Matthew 16:23;   Mark 8:33  ) ( See Ecc les iastes 8:8 for the seriousness of the manipulation of Peter to say this. )  Feel Peter’s pain –  yet he 

was forgiven and brought back – and compare with Judas and what Jesus would have felt for him John 13:25-27;   
187 ( Matthew 10:37 ;  Mark 8:34 ;  Luke 9:23  ) John 19:17.  See Jeremiah 27:12 
188 This means that several would still be alive when Jerusalem fel l in the year 70CE – see Matthew 24:15-30 where the sign of Christ’s prophetic 

fulf ilment will be clear to everyone 
189 Mark 9:2-7;  Luke 9:28-34 ;  see Genesis 22:3;   Revelation 11:1-3 
190 Possibly Mt. Her´mon – which means “consecrated” - some 25 mi les NNE from Caes-a-re´a Phi -lip´pi , and the only lofty mountain in the region 

( about as high as Mt. Si´nai ) 
191 As Moses’  had when he gained instruction from God Exodus 34:29 , so Christ passes instruction to Moses and E -l i´jah from God 
192 Moses and E-li´jah are the only ones who have stood on Mt. Si´nai ( Ho´reb ) and conversed with Jehovah –  and before whom God passed by 

Exodus 33:22-23 ;  1 s t Kings 19:11-13 ) This scene could be the propitiatory cover –  with Christ as the cover,  Moses and E -li´jah as the two kneeling 

angels,  and God’s Shek´ i-nah light above 
193 2 witnesses gain li fe and ascend into Heaven Revelation 11:12  
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cloud, saying: 

 Almighty God ––––– apostles Peter, John and James 

≺ ‘This is My Son, the beloved, whom I have approved.194 LISTEN to him.’ 

6.  At hearing this the disciples fell upon their faces and became very much afraid.   7.  Then Jesus came near 

and, touching them, said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles Peter, John and James 

↪ Get up and have no fear. 

8.  When they raised their eyes, they saw no one but just Jesus himself.   9.  And as they were descending from 

the mountain, Jesus commanded them, saying: 

⇒ Tell the vision to no one until the Son of man has been raised up from the dead. 

10.  However, the disciples put the question to him: 

↩ Why then do the scribes195 say that E-li´jah must come first? 

11.  In reply he said: 

↪ Indeed: 

E-li´jah is coming, and will restore... all things.196 

 Malachi 4:5 (paraphrased) 

12.  However, I say to YOU that E-li´jah has already come and they did not recognise him but did whatever 

they wanted with him...  in this way also the Son of man is destined to suffer at their hands. 

13.  – then the disciples perceived that he spoke to them about John the Baptist. 

Jesus Heals Possessed Boy197 
14.  And when they came toward the crowd, a man approached him, kneeling down to him and saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– desperate man with epileptic son 

⇐ 15.  Lord, have mercy on my son, because he is mad [possibly an epileptic] and suffers miserably, for he often 

falls into the fire and often into the water;    16.  and I brought him to your disciples, but they could not 

cure him. 

17.  In reply Jesus said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples 

↪ O faithless and twisted generation...198 how long must I continue with YOU?  how long must I put 

up with YOU?  Bring him here to me.199 

18.  Then Jesus rebuked it, and the demon came out of him, and the boy was cured from that hour.    19.  

Thereupon the disciples came up to Jesus privately and said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples 

⇐ Why were we not able to expel it? 

                                                     

 

 
194 Peter had just spoken to Jesus, and these words came from Jehovah in the heavens.  Clearly Jehovah is asking that Jesus’ conv ersation with 

these two apparitions be given attention by the apostles.  But an important point:  in Matthew’s gospel, the word ‘li sten’ is s ingular ,  as i f i t is 

spoken just to one person .  Unless this is a mistake in writing by Matthew or the later copyists, this is a most unusual  event  
195 This would appear to be a contention raised by the scribes and spread around – and reaching the ears of the disciples – as an argument against 

Jesus being the Mes-si´ah 
196 Prophetic of the Last Prophet – the world – which brings all  authority to call  to God for help, and all people to praise God and Christ for 

saving their l ives Genesis 2:17 ;  Revelation 5:13.  See Luke 1:16-17 
197 Luke 9:37-42 
198 Likely disciples ( perhaps some of the future 70 rather than of the 12 Luke 10:1 ) – but showy, for self - aggrandisement – rather than the 

apostles ( Matthew 17:17 ;  Mark 9:19;  Luke 9:41 ) Deuteronomy 32:5 .  This discourse echoes Psalm 12, where David calls for help amidst a 

generation without faith and loyalty 
199 Although disappointed in his apostles, stil l he asks them to bring the boy,  rather than sidelining them  
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20.  He said to them: 

↪ Because of YOUR little faith.  For truly I say to YOU:  if YOU have faith the size of a mustard grain, 

YOU will say to this mountain:200 

‘Move from here to there’, 

and it will move, and nothing will be impossible for YOU.   21.  [[However] this kind [of demon] does not leave 

without prayer and fasting.201 ] 

22.  It was while they were gathered together in Gal´i-lee that Jesus said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples (apostles) 

⇒ The Son of man is destined to be betrayed into men’s hands,   23.  and they will kill him, but on the third 

day he will be raised up.  202 

– consequently they were greatly distressed. 

Coin in Mouth of a Fish 
24.  After they arrived in Ca-per´na-um the men collecting the two drachmas [½ shekel] [tax] approached Peter 

and said: 

 tax collectors ––––– apostle Peter and other apostles 

≺ Does YOUR teacher not pay the two drachmas tax? 

25.  He said: 

↩ Yes. 

...however, when he entered the house Jesus anticipated him by saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostle Peter 

⇒ What do you think, Simon?  From whom do the kings of the earth receive levies or head tax:  from 

their sons or from the strangers? 

26.  When he said: 

↩ From the strangers, 

Jesus said to him: 

↪ Really then, the sons are [tax] free.   27.  But in order that we do not cause them to stumble, you go to the 

sea, cast a fishhook, and take the first fish coming up and, when you open its mouth, you will find a 

stater [4 drachma] coin.  Take that and give it to them for me and you. 

18 
1.  In that hour the disciples came near to Jesus and said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples (apostles) 

⇐ Who really is greatest in the kingdom of the heavens? 

2.  So, calling a young child to him, he set it in their midst   3.  and said: 

↪ Truly I say to YOU: 

Unless YOU turn around and become as young children, YOU will by no means enter into the 

kingdom of the heavens.203 

4.  Therefore, whoever will humble himself like this young child is the greatest in the kingdom of the 

heavens;   5.  and whoever receives one such young child on the basis of my name receives me also.   6.  ...But 

                                                     

 

 
200 See footnote to Luke 17:6 on translation issue 
201 Jesus is tell ing h is apostles that they are not praying enough, and that they are enjoying physical food rather than contempl ation.  See Luke 

5:33 
202 Job 14:5-9;  Hosea 6:2 
203 Hebrews 12:14 
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whoever should cause one of these little ones who put faith in me to stumble, it is better for him to have 

a millstone hung around his neck – such as is turned by an ass!  – and be sunk in the deepest part of 

the sea.204 

7.  Woe to the world because of the stumbling blocks!  Of course, the stumbling blocks must of necessity 

come, but woe to the man through whom the stumbling block comes!   8.  If, then, your hand or your foot 

makes you stumble, cut it off and throw it away from you;  it is better for you to enter into life maimed 

or lame than to be thrown with two hands or two feet into the everlasting fire.   9.  Also, if your eye is 

making you stumble, tear it out and throw it away from you;  it is better for you to enter one-eyed into 

life than to be thrown with two eyes into the fiery Ge-hen´na. 

10.  See to it that YOU men do not despise one of these little ones;  for I tell YOU that their angels in 

heaven always behold the face of my Father Who is in heaven. 

⇒ 11.  – –205
   12.  What do YOU think?  If a certain man comes to have a hundred sheep and one of them gets 

strayed, will he not leave the ninety-nine upon the mountains and set out on a search for the one that 

is straying?   13.  And if he happens to find it...?  I certainly tell YOU, he rejoices more over it206 than over 

the ninety-nine that have not strayed.   14.  Likewise it is not a desirable thing with my Father Who is in 

heaven for one of these little ones to perish. 

⇒ 15.  Moreover, if your brother commits a sin, go lay bare his fault between you and him alone.  If he will 

hear you, you have gained your brother.207
   16.  But if he does not listen, take along with you one or two 

more, in order that at the mouth of two or three witnesses every matter may be established.208
   17.  If he 

does not listen to them, speak to the congregation.  If he does not listen even to the congregation, let 

him be to you just as a man of the nations and as a tax collector.    18.  Truly I say to YOU men: 

Whatever things YOU209 may bind on earth will be things bound in heaven, and whatever things 

YOU may loose [set free] on earth will be things loosed in heaven. 

⇒ 19.  Again I say to YOU truly: 

If two of YOU on earth agree concerning anything of importance that they should request, it will 

take place for them due to my Father in heaven. 

20.  for where there are two or three gathered together in my name, there I am in their midst. 

21.  Then Peter came up and said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostle Peter 

↩ Lord, how many times is my brother to sin against me and I am to forgive him?  Up to seven times?210 

22.  Jesus said to him: 

↪ I say to you:  Not 

‘Up to seven times’ 

but: 

‘Up to seventy times seven’211 

Illustration of King Settling Accounts 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples (apostles) 

⇒ 23.  That is why the kingdom of the heavens has become like a man, a king, that wanted to settle 

                                                     

 

 
204 Comparing those who oppose the chi ldren to Phi -lis´tines Judges 16:21 
205 Some manuscr ipts insert:  “  11. For the Son of Man came to save that which is [on the way to being]  lost” 
206 Psalm 119:176;   ( Luke 15:3-10 )  Would Judas – knowing his own lack of feeling for Jesus – have felt Jesus’  love in this for h im ? 
207 Had Jesus spoken to Judas about his thieving and doubts?  And had the other disciples spoken with him also?  
208 Deuteronomy 19:15 
209 This is not a plural repeat version of Matthew 16:19 which pertained to the kingdom of God, but to disputes between brothers.  See Paul at 

2nd Corinthians 2:10 
210 [Luke 17:3] Peter seems to be reasoning on how many times a righteous man will  sin  – see Proverbs 24:16 – but Jesus alludes to the number 

of times a rebuke would have been due for the badness of the blasphemous and presumptuou s La´mech Genesis 4:24 
211 See previous footnote re:  La´mech Genesis 4:24 
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accounts with his slaves... 

24.  When he started to settle them, there was brought in a man who owed him ten thousand 

talents.   25.  But because he did not have the means to pay [it] back, his master ordered him and his 

wife and his children and all the things he had to be sold and payment to be made.   26.  Therefore the 

slave fell down and began to bow to him, saying: 

 master ––––– slave with large debt 

↩ ‘Be patient with me and I will pay back everything to you.’ 

27.  Moved to pity at this, the master of that slave let him off and cancelled his debt.   28.  But on going 

out, that same slave found one of his fellow slaves that was owing him a hundred de-nar´i-i;  and, 

grabbing him, he began to choke him, saying: 

 slave with small debt to forgiven slave ––––– slave with former (now excused) large debt 

⇐ ‘Pay back whatever you owe.’ 

29.  Therefore his fellow slave fell down and began to entreat him, saying: 

↪ ‘Be patient with me and I will pay you back.’ 

30.  However, he was not willing, but went off and had him thrown into prison until he should pay 

back what was owing. 

31.  Seeing these things, his fellow slaves became deeply saddened, and they went and declared to 

their master all the things that had happened.   32.  Then his master summoned him and said to him: 

⇒ ‘Wicked slave, I cancelled all that debt for you, when you entreated me.    33.  Was it not 

binding on you, in turn, to have mercy on your fellow slave, as I also had mercy on you?’ 

34.  – and provoked to wrath, his master delivered him to the jailers until he should pay back all that 

was owing. 

35.  ...in like manner my Heavenly Father will also deal with YOU212 if YOU do not forgive each one your 

brother from YOUR hearts. 

19 
1.  Now when Jesus had finished these words, he departed from Gal´i-lee and came to the frontiers of Ju-

de´a across the Jordan.   2.  Also, large crowds followed him, and he cured them there. 

3.  And Pharisees came up to him, intent on tempting him and saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Pharisees from area of Ju-de´a 

⇐ Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any reason? 

4.  In reply he said: 

↪ Have YOU not read that He Who created them from the beginning made them male and 

female   5.  and said: 

For this reason a man will leave father and mother and will be joined to his wife, and the two 

will become one flesh 

 Genesis 2:24 

6.  – so that they are no longer two, but one flesh.  Therefore, what God has yoked together let no 

man put apart. 

7.  They said to him: 

↩ Why, then, did Moses prescribe the giving of a certificate of dismissal and divorcing her? 

                                                     

 

 
212 Jesus’ apostles will ru le as kings in the heavens, so they have to be very generous in their  forgiv enesses 
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8.  He said to them: 

↪ Out of regard for YOUR hard-heartedness, Moses made the concession213 to YOU of divorcing 

YOUR wives, but such has not been the case from [the] beginning.   9.  I say to YOU that whoever 

divorces his wife, except on the ground of fornication, and marries another commits adultery. 

10.  The disciples said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples 

⇐ If such is the situation of a man with his wife, it is better not to marry! 

11.  He said to them: 

↪ Not all men make room for the saying, but only those to whom it has been given.    12.  For there are 

eunuchs that were born such from their mother’s womb, and there are eunuchs that were made 

eunuchs by men, and there are eunuchs that have made themselves eunuchs on account of the 

kingdom of the heavens.  Let him that can make room for it make room for it. 

13.  Then young children were brought to him, for him to put his hands upon them and offer prayer;  but 

the disciples reprimanded those who brought them.   14.  However Jesus said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples 

⇒ LEAVE the young children alone, and stop hindering them from coming to me, for the kingdom of the 

heavens is composed of suchlike ones.214 

15.  and he put his hands upon them and went from there. 

Rich Young Man (Ruler??) Asks About Gaining Everlasting Life215 
16.  Now, look!  a certain one came up to him and said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– man full of admiration and desire to improve 

⇐ Teacher, what good must I do in order to get everlasting life? 

17.  He said to him: 

↪ Why do you ask me about what is good?  there is One that is good.  If, though, you want to 

enter into life, observe the commandments continually. 

18.  He said to him: 

↩ Which ones? 

Jesus said: 

↪ Why... 

‘You must not murder’, ‘You must not commit adultery’, ‘You must not steal’, ‘You must 

not bear false witness’,   19.  ‘Honour father and mother’, 

and 

‘You must love your neighbour as yourself.’ 

 Exodus 20:13-17, 12 
 Almighty God ––––––– Moses (and all Israel) 

20.  The young man said to him: 

↩ I have kept all these;  what am I still lacking? 

21.  Jesus said to him: 

↪ If you want to be complete, go and sell your belongings and give to the poor and you will have 

                                                     

 

 
213 1 s t Corinthians 7:6 
214 Reminder of his recent counsel  Matthew 18:5-6 
215 ( Mark 10:17 ;  Luke 18:18;   also Luke 10:25 ) 
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treasure in heaven, and come and follow me. 

22.  Hearing this, the young man went away saddened, for he was holding many possessions.   23.  But Jesus said 

to his disciples: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples (apostles) 

⇒ Truly I say to YOU that it will be a difficult thing for a rich man to get into the kingdom of the 

heavens.   24.  Again I say to YOU:  it is easier for a camel216 to get through a needle’s eye than for a rich 

man to get into the kingdom of God. 

25.  When the disciples heard that, they expressed very great surprise, saying: 

↩ Who really can be saved? 

26.  Looking them in the face217 Jesus said to them: 

↪ This is impossible with men, but all things are possible with God. 

27.  Then answering him Peter said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostle Peter 

⇐ Look!  We have left all things and followed you;  what actually will there be for us? 

28.  Jesus said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostle Peter and the other apostles 

↪ Truly I say to YOU: 

in the re-creation, when the Son of man sits down upon his glorious throne, YOU who have followed 

me will also yourselves sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 

29.  And everyone that has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or lands for the 

sake of my name will receive many times more218 and will inherit everlasting life. 

30.  – but many that are first will be last and the last first... 

Illustration of Workers in the Vineyard 

20 
 Jesus Christ ––––– apostle Peter and the other apostles 

⇒ 1.  ...for the kingdom of the heavens is like a man, a householder, who went out early in the morning to 

hire workers for his vineyard... 

2.  When he had agreed with the workers for a de-nar´i-us a day, he sent them forth into his 

vineyard.   3.  Going out also about the third hour, he saw others standing unemployed in the 

marketplace;   4.  and to those he said: 

 householder vineyard owner ––––– 1st unemployed workers 

⇒ ‘YOU also, go into the vineyard, and I will give YOU whatever is just.’ 

5.  – so off they went.  Again he went out about the sixth and the ninth hour and did likewise.   6.  

Finally, about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing, and he said to them: 

 householder vineyard owner ––––– later unemployed workers 

⇒ Why have YOU been standing here all day unemployed? 

                                                     

 

 
216 I t is thought that this is a result of an error in copying the Hebrew word for “braided rope” - the Hebrew for rope – ל בֶּ  was accidentally – כֶּ

replaced with the word for Camel – ָמל – ָג  or alternately that a greek translation of Matthew ’s gospel  inserted the greek word for camel – 

κάμη λον – instead of cable – κάμιλον – both of which are very similar.  There are Eastern proverbs relating to a camel through the eye of a 

needle, which – i f they pre-date this –  might indicate that the young man was closer to Arabic than  to Jewish in his manner , and that Jesus was 

referring to this.  The Koran mentions the same proverb, but post -dates this early 1 s t century event considerably..   ( Mark 10:25 ) 
217 Jesus is astonished that they still  value earthly things so much  
218 “mani fold”.   Some manuscripts read “100 times”  
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7.  They said to him: 

↩ ‘Because nobody has hired us.’ 

He said to them: 

↪ ‘YOU too go into the vineyard...’ 

8.  When evening fell, the master of the vineyard said to his man in charge: 

 householder vineyard owner ––––– Man in charge of the workers 

≺ ‘Call the workers and pay them the wages, proceeding from the last to the first.’ 

9.  When the eleventh-hour men came, they each received a de-nar´i-us.   10.  So, when the first came, 

they concluded they would receive more;  but they also received pay of a de-nar´i-us.   11.  On receiving 

it they began to murmur against the householder   12.  and said: 

 householder vineyard owner ––––– 1st group of workers 

⇐ ‘These last put in one hour’s work;  still you made them equal to us219 who bore the burden 

of the day and the burning heat!’ 

13.  But in reply to one of them he said: 

 householder vineyard owner ––––– one of the 1st group of workers 

↪ ‘Fellow, I do you no wrong.  You agreed with me for a de-nar´i-us, did you not?   14.  Take what 

is yours and go.  I want to give to this last one the same as to you.    15.  Is it not lawful for me 

to do what I want with my own things?  or is your eye wicked because I am good?’ 

16.  In this way the last ones will be first, and the first ones last.220 

17.  Being now about to go up to Jerusalem, Jesus took the twelve disciples off privately and said to them on 

the road: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles 

⇒ 18.  Look!  We are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of man will be delivered up to the chief priests 

and scribes, and they will condemn him to death,    19.  and they will deliver him up to people of the 

nations to make fun of and to scourge and to impale, and the third day he will be raised up. 221 

James and John seek Prominence after Jesus' Death222 
20.  Then the mother of the sons of Zeb´e-dee approached him with her sons, bowing and asking for 

something from him.   21.  He said to her: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– mother of apostles James & John, the sons of Zeb´e-dee 

⇒ What do you want? 

She said to him: 

↩ Give the word that these my two sons may sit down, one at your right hand and one at your left, 

in your kingdom. 

22.  Jesus said in answer: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles James & John 

↪ YOU men do not know what YOU are asking for.  Can YOU drink the cup that I am about to drink? 

They said to him: 

                                                     

 

 
219 Exodus 30:13-15 
220 Paying the last men f irst removed a large show of gratitude from them – the vineyard owner was a humble man!  The moral for the participants 

is that they should value the ministry – however long it lasts - rather than think of the reward.  
221 Impaled Psalm 22:16, resurrected Job 14:5-9 ;  Hosea 6:2 Did the disciples wonder who would do the initia l betraying into the hands of the 

pr iests? 
222 2nd Kings 2:9-13 ;  ( Matthew 20:20 ;  Mark 10:35 ) 
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↩ We can. 

23.  He said to them: 

↪ YOU will indeed drink my cup, but this sitting down at my right hand and at my left is not mine to 

give, but it belongs to those for whom it has been prepared by my Father.223 

24.  When the ten others heard of this, they became indignant at the two brothers.    25.  But Jesus, calling them 

to him, said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– other ten apostles as well as James and John 

⇒ YOU know that the rulers of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and the great men wield 

authority over them.   26.  This is not the way among YOU, but whoever wants to become great among 

YOU must be YOUR minister,   27.  and whoever wants to be first among YOU must be YOUR slave –   28.  

just as the Son of man came, not to be ministered to, but to serve and to give his soul a ransom in 

exchange for many. 

Heals Two Blind Men in Jer´i-cho224 
29.  Now as they were going out of Jer´i-cho ["place of fragrance"]225 a great crowd followed him.   30.  And look!  two 

blind men sitting beside the road – having heard that Jesus was passing by – cried out, saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– two blind men 

⇐ Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David! 

31.  – but the crowd sternly told them that they should keep quiet, yet they cried all the louder, saying: 

Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David! 

32.  So Jesus stopped, called them and said: 

↪ What do YOU want me to do for YOU? 

33.  They said to him: 

↩ Lord, [we ask] that our eyes might be opened. 

34.  Moved with pity, Jesus touched their eyes, and immediately they received sight, and they followed him. 

Entrance into Jerusalem226 

21 
1.  Well, when they got close to Jerusalem and arrived at Beth´pha-ge ["house of unripe figs"] on the Mount of 

Olives, then Jesus sent forth two disciples,   2.  saying to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– two certain apostles 

⇒ Be on YOUR way into the village that is before YOU, and YOU will at once find an ass tied, and a 

[male] colt with her;  when you have untied them, bring them to me.227
   3.  And if someone says anything 

to YOU, YOU must say: 

 two certain apostles ––––– (an owner of the colt) 

↪ ‘The Lord needs them.’ 

– at that he will immediately send them forth. 

4.  ...this actually took place that there might be fulfilled what was spoken through the prophet, saying: 

                                                     

 

 
223 These two disciples would feel  very,  very di fferent when they saw his “cup” –  tasted by the two wrongdoers impaled next to Jesus at “his 

right and left in his glory”  
224 ( Luke 18:35 )  Compare with parallel account Mark 10:46 
225 Jer´i -cho would be delighted!  This city had long been looked down upon by Jerusalem – a cursed city – yet they would be well aware that the 

f irst ever Passover was held in the desert plain of Jer´ i -cho ( see Joshua 5:10 )  To see the Mes-si´ah there at Passover would be a genuine delight 

to them 
226 ( Matthew 21:1-10 ;  Mark 11:1-11 ;  Luke 19:28-45 ;  John 12:12-16 ) – compare with Revelation 7:9.  See Ezekiel 44:1-3 
227 Female to show that the way through the Eastern Gate Ezekiel 44:1-3 – reserved for the Mes-si´ah – was not hindered by God’s angel Numbers 

22:21-35 whereas the silence of the male colt strikes down the opposition of the rulers and Pharisees Judges 15:13-17 .  See Job 39:5 
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5.  TELL the daughter [Jerusalem] of Zion, 

‘Look!  Your King is coming to you – gentle and mounted upon an ass – yes, upon a 

colt, the offspring of a beast of burden.’ 

 Zechariah 9:10 
 Almighty God – (prophetic) Jerusalem 

6.  ...so the disciples got on their way and did just as Jesus ordered them. 

7.  And they brought the ass and its colt, and they put their outer garments upon them, and he seated 

himself upon them.228
   8.  Most of the crowd spread their outer garments on the road, while others began 

cutting down branches229 from the trees and spreading them on the road.   9.  As for the crowds, those going 

ahead of him and those following kept crying out: 

 crowds outside Jerusalem ––––– 

≺ Save, we pray [“Hosanna”], the Son of David! 

Blessed is he that comes in Jehovah’s Name! 

 Psalm 118:26 

Save him, we pray, in the heights above!  230 

10.  Now when he entered into Jerusalem, the whole city was set in commotion, saying: 

 people in Jerusalem ––––– crowds who followed Jesus 

⇒ Who is this? 

11.  The crowds would say: 

↩ This is the prophet Jesus, from Naz´a-reth of Gal´i-lee! 

12.  And Jesus entered into the temple and threw out all those selling and buying in the temple, and 

overturned the tables of the money changers and the bench seats of those selling doves.   13.  And he said to 

them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– money changers and sellers of animals 

⇒ It is written: 

‘My house will be called ‘a house of prayer’ 

 Isaiah 56:7 
 Almighty God ––––––– eunuchs or foreign worshippers of God 

but YOU are making it 

a cave of robbers. 

 Jeremiah 7:11 
Jeremiah ––––––– people of Judah in Jerusalem 

14.  – also, blind and lame people came up to him in the temple, and he cured them.231
   15.  When the chief 

priests and the scribes saw the marvellous things he did and the boys that were crying out in the temple 

and saying: 

 boys in the temple ––––– 

≺ Save, we pray, the Son of David! 

                                                     

 

 
228 1 s t Kings 1:33-35 
229 ( Matthew 21:8 ;  Mark 11:8;  John 12:12-13 ) Psalm 118:27.  See Je´hu’s men placing their cloaks on the ground for his steps after E -l i´sha’s 

proxy – a young prophet – had anointed him king 2nd Kings 9:13 
230 The crowd would know Psalm 118:19-26 identi fying this particular  gateway to Jerusalem and the phrase “the stone that the builders rejected 

has become the chief corner stone”  – thus the consternation of the scr ibes hear ing such terr ible criticism of themselves.   Prophetically, the Psalm 

also includes the declaration “I shall  not die but I shall keep living that I may declare the works of Jah”  in verse 17 
231 ( healing bl ind and the lame – the antithesis of King David 2nd Samuel 5:8 ) To overturn tables was a strong act, but to also heal at the same 

time showed that h is action against the traders had God’s blessing  
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they became indignant   16.  and said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– chief priests and scribes 

⇐ Do you hear what these are saying? 

Jesus said to them: 

↪ Yes.  Did YOU never read this: 

You have furnished praise from out of the mouths of babes and sucklings 

 Psalm 8:2 

David 

17.  – and leaving them behind he went outside the city to Beth´a-ny ["house of dates" or, "house of misery"] and passed 

the night there. 

18.  While returning to the city early in the morning, he grew hungry.    19.  And having caught sight of a fig tree 

by the road he went to it, but he found nothing on it except leaves only, and he said to it: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– fig tree (figuratively for the nation of Israel) 

⇒ Let no fruit come from you anymore forever232 

and the fig tree withered instantly.   20.  But when the disciples saw this, they marvelled, saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles 

↩ How is it that the fig tree withered instantly? 

21.  In answer Jesus said to them: 

↪ Truly I say to YOU:  If only YOU have faith and do not doubt, not only will YOU do [what I did] to the 

fig tree, but even if YOU say to this mountain [Mo-ri´ah]: 

‘Be lifted up and cast into the sea’233 

it will happen –   22.  and while having faith YOU will receive all the things YOU ask in prayer. 

23.  Now after he went into the temple, the chief priests and the older men of the people234 came up to him 

while he was teaching and said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– chief priests & older men of the people of Jerusalem (San´he-drin members?) 

⇐ By what authority do you do these things?  And who gave you this authority? 

24.  In reply Jesus said to them: 

↪ I also will ask YOU one thing.  If YOU tell it to me, I also will tell YOU by what authority I do these 

things: 

25.  the baptism by John, from what source was it?  from heaven or from men? 

But they began to reason among themselves, saying: 

 ––––––– – chief priests & older men of the people of Jerusalem 

↻ If we say: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– chief priests & older men of the people of Jerusalem 

↩ ‘From heaven’ 

he will say to us: 

                                                     

 

 
232 ( Matthew 12:33 ;  Luke 13:6-9 ;  Matthew 21:18-19 ) The first-fruits were missing.   See Jeremiah 8:13  and Micah 7:1,  also Leviticus 23:10-14;  

Jonah 4:7.  Compare Hosea 9:10 
233 2 nd trumpet of Revelation Revelation 8:8-9 
234 Likely this a lludes to members of the San´he -dr in.  They should be pleased that the Temple is pr istine and fit for teachers.. .  But it would be 

hard for them to remain silent whi le Jesus acted,  yet the humiliation of fail ing in public would be just as painful when it h appened 
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↪ ‘Why, then, did YOU not believe him?’ 

26.  If though, we say: 

↩ ‘From men’ 

we have the crowd to fear, for they all hold John as a prophet! 

27.  So in answer to Jesus they said: 

↩ We do not know. 

He in turn, said to them: 

↪ Neither am I telling YOU by what authority I do these things.  235 

Illustration of Two Children 

 Jesus Christ ––––– chief priests & older men of the people of Jerusalem 

⇒ 28.  What do YOU think?  A man had two children.  Going up to the first, he said: 

 man with two children ––––– first child 

⇒ ‘Child, go work today in the vineyard.’ 

29.  In answer this one said: 

↩ ‘I will not 

but afterwards he felt regret and went out.   30.  Approaching the second, he said the same.  In reply this 

one said: 

↩ ‘I will, sir!’ 

but he did not go.   31.  Which of the two did the will of his father? 

They said: 

↩ The first. 

Jesus said to them: 

↪ Truly I say to YOU that the tax collectors and the harlots are going ahead of YOU into the kingdom of 

God.   32.  For John came to YOU in a way of righteousness, but YOU did not believe him.  However, the 

tax collectors and the harlots believed him, and YOU – although YOU saw this – did not feel regret 

even afterwards so as to believe him. 

Illustration of Servants Dispatched to Vineyard236 
⇒ 33.  Hear another illustration: 

There was a man, a householder, who planted a vineyard and put a fence around it and dug a 

winepress in it and erected a tower, and let it out to cultivators, and went abroad.   34.  When the 

season of the fruits came around, he dispatched his slaves to the cultivators to collect his fruits.    35.  

However, the cultivators took his slaves, and they scourged one, they killed another, [and] they 

stoned another.   36.  Again he dispatched other slaves, more than the first, but they did the same to 

these.   37.  Lastly he dispatched his son to them, saying: 

 Householder, vineyard owner ––––– 

↻ ‘They will respect my son...’ 

38.  – however on seeing the son the cultivators said among themselves: 

                                                     

 

 
235 W a rn in g :  the 13 t h century “Shem Tov”  Hebrew text of Matthew inserts extra text here :   “Then Jesus turned to his d isc iples and said:” and 

brackets verses 33-46 in an attempt to undermine the Christian disciples and Christianity en masse 
236 ( Matthew 21:33 ;  Mark 12:1 ;  Luke 20:9  ) They would recal l  the words of E-li´jah to king A´hab 1 s t Kings 21:19 ;   Psalm 22:6 ;  Deuteronomy 

28:39 – ( Mark 12:7 ;  Luke 20:14;  John 11:49-50 )  See also the dirge of Ezekiel 19:10-14 
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 ––––– cultivators 

↻ ‘This is the heir!  Come, let us kill him and get his inheritance!’237 

39.  – so taking him they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 

40.  Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those cultivators? 

41.  They said to him: 

↩ He will destroy those worthless revilers and will let out the vineyard to other cultivators, who will 

render him the fruits when they become due. 

42.  Jesus said to them: 

↪ Did YOU never read in the Scriptures: 

‘The stone that the builders rejected is the one that has become the chief cornerstone.  This 

has come from Jehovah, and it is marvellous in our eyes.’ 

 Psalm 118:22;  Isaiah 28:16 (paraphrased) 238  

 Almighty God ––––––– rulers of Jerusalem 

43.  This is why I say to YOU: 

The kingdom of God will be taken from YOU and be given to a nation239 producing its fruits. 

44.  and: 

The person falling upon this stone will be shattered. 

As for anyone upon whom it falls... 

‘...it will pulverise him’ 

 Daniel 2:44 (paraphrased) 

Daniel (interpretation from Almighty God ) ––––––– King Neb-u-chad-rez´zar 

45.  Now when the chief priests and the Pharisees had heard his illustrations, they took note that he was 

speaking about them.240
   46.  But, although they were seeking to seize him, they feared the crowds, because 

these held him to be a prophet. 

Illustration of Marriage Feast 

22 
1.  In further reply Jesus again spoke to them in illustrations, saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– chief priests & older men of the people 

⇒ 2.  The kingdom of the heavens has become like a man – a king – that made a marriage241 feast for his 

son.   3.  And he sent forth his slaves to call those invited to the marriage feast...  but they were unwilling 

to come.   4.  Again he sent forth other slaves, saying: 

 a king ––––– slaves 

⇒ “Tell those invited: 

 slaves (words of the king) ––––– invited guests 

⇒ ‘Look!  I have prepared my dinner, my bulls and fattened animals are slaughtered, and all 

things are ready.  Come to the marriage feast.’ 

                                                     

 

 
237 See Genesis 15:2 where the servant of Abraham was loyal and did not attempt such skulduggery against the young Isaac  
238 Matthew 21:44 ;  Mark 12:9-10 ;  1 st Peter 2:7 
239 A dreadful thought –  that God’s kingdom would be given to a Gentile nation.   They would recall God’s word that Egypt and As-syr´i -a would 

join together with Israel and wor ship Him as one Isaiah 19:23-25 . 
240 This would make them very fearful, because Jesus is alluding to Daniel’s dream and associ ating the Jew’s rulership with a kingdom that will  be 

crushed by God’s Own kingdom – which is separate from theirs 
241 Isaiah 61:10 
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5.  ...but unconcerned they [the invited guests] went off, one to his own field, another to his commercial 

business,242
   6.  while the rest, laying hold of his slaves, maltreated and killed them.243 

7.  But the king grew wrathful, and sent his armies and destroyed those murderers and burned their city.244
   

8.  Then he said to his slaves: 

“The marriage feast indeed is ready, but those invited were not worthy.   9.  Therefore go to the roads 

leading off from the highways,245 and invite anyone YOU find to the marriage feast.” 

10.  Accordingly those slaves went out to the roads and gathered together all they found – both wicked and 

good – and the room for the wedding ceremonies was filled with those reclining at the table. 

11.  When the king came in to inspect the guests he caught sight there of a man not clothed with a 

marriage garment.246
   12.  So he said to him: 

 the king ––––– uninvited guest 

⇒ “Fellow, how did you247 get in here not having on a marriage garment?” 

He was rendered speechless.   13.  Then the king said to his servants: 

 The king ––––– his servants 

≺ “Bind him hand and foot and throw him out into the darkness outside!  He will weep and 

grind [his] teeth [in regret] there” 

14.  – for many are invited, but few are chosen. 

15.  Then the Pharisees went their way and took counsel together as to how they might trap him in his 

speech.   16.  So they dispatched their disciples to him, together with party followers of Herod, saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples of Pharisees & party followers of Herod 

⇐ Teacher, we know you are truthful and teach the way of God in truth and you do not favour anybody, 

for you do not look upon men’s outward appearance.    17.  Tell us therefore, what do you think:  is it 

lawful to pay head tax to Caesar or not? 

18.  But Jesus, knowing their malice, said: 

↪ Why do YOU put me to the test, hypocrites?    19.  Show me the head tax coin. 

– so they brought him a de-nar´i-us.   20.  And he said to them: 

Whose image and inscription is this? 

21.  – they replied to him: 

↩ Caesar’s. 

– then he said to them: 

↪ Pay back, therefore, Caesar’s things to Caesar, but God’s things to God. 

22.  Well, when they heard [that], they marvelled, and leaving him they went off. 

                                                     

 

 
242 Like the account in Luke 14:16 this is reminiscent of a Divine indulgence which was legal.  Jesus is showing how people rely on excuses from 

the rul ing class to disobey – a reprise of the spir it permitted and dispensed by the priests in Deuteronomy 20:5-8 in the case of those who would 

be expected to join the army for war  
243 A stark illustration!  What a way to treat someone bearing an invitation to the marriage of the king’s son!  
244 Prophetic of Jesus’ reign Revelation 18:2-8 and of the end of the Jewish era .  The Pharisees would know he is speaking about them, and it would 

be a horrible prophecy to them:  destroy the murderers, burn their city.   They would be very concerned, because they knew Jes us was the Mes-

si´ah, and they had seen God’s power through him ,  and know that these things would therefore befal l them 
245 “do not go to the mainstream homes of those invited, but to their subordinates – the nearby places” 
246 Luke 14:24 provides the context – the master filled every seat in his home, so tha t there would be no room for any of the ungrateful invited 

guests to sneak in.   I t exempli fies the firstborn sons of rebel lious Sim´e -onites Numbers 3:43  who refused to be counted and whose firstborn  

were surreptitiously redeemed without having been paid for in the Levitical census  
247 This would have to be one of those who were invited, but declined – yet entered surreptitiously in order to infil trate the new kingly court  
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Sadducees – “Seven Brothers” and the Resurrection248 
23.  On that day Sadducees – who say there is no resurrection249 – came up to him and questioned him 

saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– members of the Sadducees 

⇐ 24.  Teacher, Moses said: 

 Moses ––––– 

≺ “If any man dies without having children, his brother must marry his wife and raise up 

offspring for his brother.” 

25.  Now there were seven brothers among us250 and the first married and deceased, but not having 

offspring he left his wife for his brother.   26.  It went the same way also with the second and the third, until 

through all seven.   27.  Last of all...  the woman died. 

28.  Consequently in the resurrection, to which of the seven will she be wife?  For they all got her. 

29.  In answering Jesus said to them: 

↪ YOU are mistaken, because YOU know neither the Scriptures nor the power of God;    30.  for in the 

resurrection neither do men marry nor are women given in marriage, but are as angels in heaven.    31.  As 

regards the resurrection of the dead, did YOU not read what was spoken to YOU by God?  saying: 

32.  “I am251 the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob” 

 Exodus 3:6 
Almighty God ––––––– Moses 

He is not the God of the dead, but of the living. 

33.  On hearing [that], the crowds were astounded at his teaching. 

34.  After the Pharisees heard that he had put the Sadducees to silence, they came – together in one group 

–   35.  and one of them who was an interpreter252 of the Law asked, testing him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– spokesman of a group of Pharisees 

⇐ 36.  Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law? 

37.  He said to him: 

“You must love Jehovah your God with your whole heart and with your whole soul and with 

your whole mind.” 

 Deuteronomy 6:5 

Moses ––––––– all Israel 

38.  – this is the greatest and first commandment.   39.  The second, like it, is this, 

“You must love your neighbour as yourself.” 

 Leviticus 19:18 

Moses (words of Almighty God) ––––––– entire assembly of the sons of Israel 

40.  – on these two commandments hangs the whole Law and the Prophets. 

41.  Now while the Pharisees remained gathered together Jesus asked them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Pharisees as a group 

⇒ 42.  What do YOU think about the Christ?  Whose son is he? 

                                                     

 

 
248 ( Luke 20:26 ) 
249 Ezekiel 37:12-14;   Isaiah 26:21 
250 “among us” – the Sadducees are citing themselves as witnesses in a “real -l ife event”, and dare Jesus to cause consternation in the surviving 

members of that family 
251 These were physically dead when God spoke to Moses, but al ive still to God 
252 A prominent position in Jewish society in Jerusalem 
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They said to him: 

↩ David’s.253 

43.  He said to them: 

↪ How, then, is it that David by inspiration calls him ‘Lord’, saying: 

44.  Jehovah said to my Lord: 

“Sit at My right hand until I put your enemies beneath your feet” 

 Psalm 110:1,2 
Almighty God (through David) ––––––– Lord of David (Jesus Christ) 

45.  If, therefore, David calls him ‘Lord’, how is he his son?254 

46.  – but nobody was able to say a word in reply to him, nor did anyone dare to question him any further 

from that day onward. 

23 
1.  Then Jesus spoke to the crowds and to his disciples, saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples and the crowds 

⇒ 2.  The scribes and the Pharisees [possibly within sight of them] have seated themselves in the [judgement] seat 

of Moses.   3.  Therefore all the things they tell YOU255 

“...do and observe” 

 Deuteronomy 16:12 and others in the Law 
Almighty God (through Moses) ––––––– 

⇒ but do not do according to their deeds, for they say but do not perform... 

4.  They bind up heavy loads and put them upon the shoulders of men, but they themselves are not 

willing to budge them with their finger.   5.  All the works they do they do to be viewed by men – 

indeed they broaden the [scripture-containing] cases that they wear as safeguards, and enlarge the 

fringes [of their garments].   6.  They like the most prominent place at formal meals and the front seats in 

the synagogues,   7.  and the greetings in the marketplaces and to be called ‘Rabbi’ [honourable sir, great 

one] by men. 

8.  But YOU, do not YOU be called ‘Rabbi’, for one is YOUR teacher, whereas all of YOU are brothers.    9.  

Moreover, do not call anyone YOUR ‘father’ on earth, for one is YOUR Father, the Heavenly One.   10.  

Neither be called ‘teachers’, for YOUR teacher is one – the Christ,   11.  but rather the greatest one among 

YOU must be YOUR servant.   12.  Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself 

will be exalted. 

 Jesus Christ ––––– toward scribes and Pharisees 

≺ 13.  Woe to YOU, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  because YOU shut up the kingdom of the 

heavens before men;  for YOU yourselves do not go in, neither do YOU permit those who are 

on their way in to go in.   14.  – – 256 

15.  Woe to YOU, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  because YOU traverse sea and dry land to make 

one proselyte, and when he becomes one YOU make him a subject for Ge-hen´na twice as much so 

as yourselves.257 

                                                     

 

 
253 Jeremiah 23:5-6 
254 Revelation 22:16 

255 Jesus is quoting Moses’ own command from the Law – ָָית שִׂ ָע תָָ ְו ְר ַמ ָש ְו  – Shamata w’asita, “do and observe” 
256 Some Bibles insert “Woe unto you, scr ibes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  for you devour widows' houses, and for a pretence make long prayer:  

therefore you shall receive the greater damnation.”.   See Mark 12:40 on which this gospel  is based 
257 The proselytes keep loyal  to their  teachers,  whatever they have done.  See an extension of th is in Jeremiah’s day Jeremiah 14:19-22 where the 

people becomes secure in the contrived way – they become as their teachers, adopting the same contrived ways, believing that the earthly 

protection it affords them is also effective against God and not an affront to Him.  See Matthew 15:13-14;  Job 30:2.  Compare denunciation on 

the animals and the earth at god- l ike Man’s fa ilure in Genesis 6:5-7 
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16.  Woe to YOU, blind guides, who say: 

 scribes and Pharisees ––––– 

≺ “If anyone swears by the temple, it is nothing;  but if anyone swears by the gold of the 

temple, he is under obligation.”258 

17.  Fools and blind ones!  Which in fact is greater:  the gold or the temple that has sanctified the 

gold?   18.  Also: 

≺ “If anyone swears by the altar, it is nothing;  but if anyone swears by the gift on it, he is 

under obligation.” 

19.  Blind ones!  which in fact is greater:  the gift or the altar that sanctifies the gift?   20.  Therefore he 

that swears by the altar is swearing by it and by all the things on it;   21.  and he that swears by the 

temple is swearing by it and by He Who is inhabiting it;   22.  and he that swears by heaven is 

swearing by the throne of God and by He Who is sitting on it. 

23.  Woe to YOU, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  because YOU give the tithe of the mint and the 

dill and the cumin, but YOU have disregarded the weightier matters of the Law – namely:  justice 

and mercy and faithfulness.  It was binding on YOU to do these things, yet not to disregard the 

other things.   24.  Blind guides who strain out the gnat but gulp down the camel! 

25.  Woe to YOU, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  because YOU cleanse the outside of the cup and 

of the dish, but inside they are full of plunder and intemperance.   26.  Blind Pharisee!  firstly cleanse 

the inside of the cup and of the dish, that the outside of it also may become clean. 

27.  Woe to YOU, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  because YOU resemble whitewashed graves, 

which outwardly indeed appear beautiful but inside are full of dead men’s bones and of every sort 

of uncleanness.   28.  In that way YOU also, outwardly, appear righteous to men, but inside YOU are 

full of hypocrisy and lawlessness. 

29.  Woe to YOU, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  because YOU build the graves of the prophets 

and decorate the memorial tombs of the righteous ones,   30.  and YOU say: 

≺ “If we were in the days of our forefathers, we would not be sharers with them in the blood 

of the prophets.” 

31.  – therefore YOU are bearing witness against yourselves that YOU are sons of those who 

murdered the prophets,   32.  – so fill up259 the measure of YOUR forefathers! 

≺ 33.  Serpents – sons of vipers!  how are YOU to flee from the damnation of Ge-hen´na?   34.  For 

this reason, here I am sending forth260 to YOU prophets and wise men and public instructors 

– some of them YOU will kill and impale, and some of them YOU will scourge in YOUR 

synagogues and persecute from city to city –   35.  that there may come upon YOU all the 

righteous blood spilled on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zech-a-

ri´ah261 son of Bar-a-chi´ah [Ber-e-chi´ah], whom YOU murdered between the [very] sanctuary 

and the altar.   36.  Truly I say to YOU:  all these things will come upon this generation. 

37.  Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the killer of the prophets262 and stoner of those sent forth to her – how 

often I would have263 gathered your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks together 

                                                     

 

 
258 The Pharisees showed that they were influenced not by the heart, but by whatever they could reclaim i f the oath failed – money!  and that any 

other – effectively unenforceable – oath was an exploitable subterfuge available to them.  But Jesus says there i s obligation in such oaths to God 
259 Jesus is saying publicly that he knows these self -proclaimed pure ones wil l murder him! 
260 A big pronouncement! A prophet, declaring he is sending out more prophets – and that he knows the rel igious rulers will  kil l them through 

their obstinacy.  Jesus is publicly saying that he has been ordained with God’s authority to do so  
261 ( Matthew 23:35;  Luke 11:51 ) – the place where the sin of an anointed priest is sacri ficed Leviticus 4:3-4.  Possibly mis-attributed – when it 

should have been “son of Je -hoi´a-da” 2nd Chronic les 24:17-22.  See fn to Luke 11:51 
262 Isaiah 1:21 
263 Isaiah 16:3b -5 
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under her wings!  but YOU people were unwilling.264
   38.  Look!  YOUR house is abandoned to YOU.265

   

39.  For I say to YOU:  YOU will by no means see me from henceforth until YOU266 say: 

Blessed is he who comes in Jehovah’s Name! 

 Psalm 118:26 

24 
This is so-often confused with Armageddon, but Jesus is speaking of the fall of the 

traditionalist way. 

1.  Departing now, Jesus was on his way from the temple, but his disciples approached to show him the 

buildings of the temple.   2.  In response he said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples (apostles and others) 

⇒ Do YOU not see all these things?  Truly I say to YOU:  by no means will a stone be left here upon a 

stone and not be thrown down. 

3.  While he was sitting upon the Mount of Olives, the disciples approached him privately, saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples (apostles) 

⇐ Tell us:  When267 will these things be, and what will be the sign of your advent [start of actual presence]268 

and of the end of the era?269 

4.  And in answer Jesus said to them: 

↪ Be careful that nobody misleads YOU,    5.  for many will come on the basis of my name, saying: 

 false christs ––––– 

‘I am the Christ’, 

and will mislead many.   6.  YOU are going to hear270 of wars and reports of wars;  see that YOU are not 

terrified, for these things must take place, but the end is not yet.   7.  For nation will indeed rise against 

nation and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be food shortages and earthquakes in various 

places;   8.  all these things are a beginning of birth-pangs [prior to the event].271 

9.  Then people will deliver YOU up to persecution  and will kill YOU, and YOU will be objects of hatred by 

all the nations on account of my name.   10.  Then, also, many will be stumbled [from the Christian way] and 

will betray one another and will hate one another,   11.  and many false prophets will arise and mislead 

many,   12.  and because of the increasing of lawlessness the love of the greater number will cool off...   13.  but 

he who endures to the end is the one that will be saved.   14.  And this good news of the kingdom will be 

preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations;  and then the end will come.272 

⇒ 15.  Therefore...  when YOU catch sight of the idol of desolation,273 as spoken of through Daniel the 

prophet, standing in a Holy place... 

! sotvoc – remember [that] and heed it – 

                                                     

 

 
264 Psalm 5:11;  Numbers 11:12 ;  Deuteronomy 32:11-12 ;  ( Luke 13:34  ) – See Micah 7:2 for prophecy 
265 See Numbers 33:55 
266 The ordinary people of Jerusalem had already said this ( Matthew 21:9 ) but here Jesus is showing that though he may help others on the 

Christian way, the n a t i o n  of Israel – as depicted by its rulership – must welcome him before he will help them in the same manner  
267 Hebrews 1:2 
268 2nd Peter 3:4 
269 Genesis 49:1 
270 As with the rumours which threatened to frighten some Jews in Babylon prior to the fall  Jeremiah 51:46-47 
271 Not caused by God, but nevertheless are events which cause concern to Jerusalem  
272 This is not modern day, but necessary preaching at that time, so that a ll Jews worldwide would know that the fa ll of Jerusalem was near and 

was ordained by God, because Jerusalem had executed the very Mes-si´ah who had offered them a continuation.  This is why the next few 

sentences refer to fleeing Jerusalem before the fall  
273 The sign of Rome – already present, but due to become prominent in the temple area Daniel 9:27 marking signi ficances Daniel 12:11 
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16.  ...then let those in Ju-de´a274 begin fleeing to the mountains.   17.  Let the man on the roof of the house not 

come down to take the goods out of his house;   18.  and let the man in the field not return to the house to 

pick up his outer garment!  [for protection in sleeping outdoors]
   19.  Woe to the pregnant women and those 

suckling a baby in those days!   20.  Keep praying that YOUR flight may not occur in wintertime, nor on a 

Sabbath,   21.  for then there will be great oppression  275 such as has not occurred since the world’s 

beginning until now, nor will ever occur again.   22.  In fact unless those days were cut short, no flesh would 

be saved;  but those days will be cut short on account of the chosen ones.276 

23.  If anyone says to YOU then: 

≺ ‘Look!  Here is the Christ’, 

or: 

≺ There!’ 

do not believe it,   24.  for false christs and false prophets will arise and will give great signs and wonders so 

as to mislead, if possible, even the chosen ones.277
   25.  Look!  I am forewarning YOU.   26.  Therefore, if people 

say to YOU: 

≺ ‘Look!  He is in the wilderness’ 

do not go out; 

≺ ‘Look!  He is in the inner chambers’ 

do not believe it,   27.  for just as the lightning comes out of eastern parts and shines over to western 

parts,278 so the “advent” of the Son of man will be. 

28.  ‘Wherever there might be a carcass, there the eagles will be gathered together.’279 

 Job 39:27-29 

29.  Immediately after the persecution of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give 

its light, and the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.280
   30.  And then 

the sign281 of the Son of man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the land [of God’s nation] will 

beat themselves in lamentation [at their stubborn refusal to welcome the Christ], and they will see the Son of man 

coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.282
   31.  And he will send forth his angels with a 

great trumpet blast, and they will gather his chosen ones together from the four winds,283 from one 

extremity of the heavens to their other extremity. 

⇒ 32.  Now learn from the fig tree as an illustration this point: 

                                                     

 

 
274 Pertinent point – the tr ibulation will be in Ju-de´a, therefore dur ing the generation alive dur ing Jesus’ time, just as he had said – see Mark 

13:14-15 
275 Tribulation here means “pressure” or “wearing down, eroding, rubbing away”.  See Psalm 21:8-13 and compare with Egypt Deuteronomy 4:20 .  

This tribulation is more severe than that in Revelation, inasmuch as this shows the destruction of the centre of worship, whe reas Revelation – 

for  all  of i ts horrors – sees worship preserved 
276 God’s warning against staying around those who disobey Him.  See also Psalm 60:4-5 concerning fleeing from whatever is self -seeking to the 

detriment of God, and Revelation 18:4 
277 The Holy Spirit speaks through Paul to the elders of the congregation in Eph´e -sus – Acts 20:30 
278 Showing that false Mes-si´ahs wil l be everywhere 
279 The eagles are the voracious Mes-si´ahs, the carcasses are their avid audience who prefer personal ities to the real Christ  
280 ( Matthew 24:29 ;  Mark 13:25;   Luke 21:25  ) All aspects of presumed Divine authority of the traditionalists to be closed down at their  demise 

– compare with the fal l of Egypt.  See Joel 3 and Ezekiel 32:7  – an echo of penultimate plague upon Egypt ( Exodus 10:21  ), prior to the public 

destruction of their religion of Phar´aoh and his son as one god in two people.  See also Isaiah 60:19 –  ordained religion destroyed 
281 ( Prophesied Ezekiel 24:26-27 ) “sign of the Son of Man” – the pi llar  of  fire and cloud, arising from the Tabernacle of Traditionalists Numbers 

10:11 & fn “authority” of the Christ will take over the gap left by the destroyed Jewish sys tem, and the 12 tribes throughout the earth will beat 

themselves in regret that this could have been a continuance ( see Numbers 33:55 ) of the Jewish system, but infact arises from its ashes – yet 

those loyal  to God amongst them will be gathered under God’s care. (compare Daniel 7:13;  Mark 14:63 ; Revelation 14:14 ;) 
282 Prophesied by the prophets Daniel 7:13 
283 1 s t century Christian empowerment ( Matthew 24:31 ;  Mark 13:27  ) and heavenly accession Revelation 7:1  Compare the bones coming to li fe 

Ezekiel 37:9 
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Just as soon as its young branch grows tender and it puts forth leaves, YOU know that summer is 

near.   33.  Likewise also, when YOU see all these things, know that it [the dawn of the great oppression] is 

near at the doors.284 

34.  Truly I say to YOU that this generation will by no means pass away until all these things occur.   35.  

Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words285 will by no means pass away. 

36.  Concerning that day and hour nobody knows, neither the angels of the Heavens nor the Son  but only 

the Father286.   37.  For just as the days of Noah[r31] 287 were, so the advent of the Son of man will be....288 

38.  ...for as they were in those days before the flood – eating and drinking, men marrying and women 

being given in marriage, until the day that Noah actually entered into the Ark,   39.  and they took no 

note until the flood came and swept them all away – so the advent of the Son of man will be. 

40.  Then two men will be in the field – one will be gathered [in safety] and the other be abandoned;   41.  two 

women will be grinding at the hand mill – one will be gathered and the other be abandoned.289
   42.  Keep on 

the watch, therefore, because YOU do not know on what day YOUR Lord is coming.   43.  But know one 

thing:  that if the householder had known  290 in what watch the thief was coming, he would have 

kept awake and not allowed his house to be broken into.   44.  On this account YOU too prove yourselves 

ready, because the Son of man is coming at an hour that YOU do not expect.291 

45.  Who then is the faithful and discreet slave292 whom his master appointed over his domestics, to give 

them their food at the proper time?   46.  Happy is that slave if his master on arriving finds him doing so.293
   

47.  Truly I say to YOU:  he will appoint him over all his belongings. 

48.  But if ever the useless [inactive, unconcerned] slave should say in his heart: 

 evil slave ––––– 

↻ ‘My master is delaying’, 

49.  and should start to beat his fellow slaves and should eat and drink with the confirmed drunkards,    50.  the 

master of that slave will come on a day that he does not expect and in an hour that he does not know,294
   

51.  and will scourge him and will assign him his part with the hypocrites.295  There he will weep and grind 

[his] teeth [in regret]. 

Illustration of 10 Virgins and their Lamps 

25 
 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples (apostles) 

⇒ 1.  ...in that case the kingdom of the heavens will become like ten virgins that took their lamps and 

went out to meet the bridegroom296 –   2.  but five of them were foolish and five were discreet,   3.  for the 

foolish took their lamps but took no oil  with them,   4.  whereas the discreet took oil in their receptacles 

                                                     

 

 
284 The end of this stage of the Christi an ministry – that of warning their fellow Jews – because the fall of traditionalism and its base is near .  

Compare with Proverbs 8:1-3;  and Luke 20:25 fn 
285 “heaven and earth passing away” Matthew 5:17 fn ; Deuteronomy 18:18 
286 A necessary protection – for if he had known, he would have been made to reveal i t  
287 Isaiah 54:9 See Daniel 9:26 – evil in the land, but the world continuing in i ts ways regardless.  The end of God’s nation in the form of an all -

encompassing flood invasion.   Also 1s t Peter 3:21-22 which likens the passage through the wa ter to baptism 
288 Jesus speaks of the attitude during his reign –  not caring over the signs and events,  not caring over the clear ignorance of God’s purpose in a 

very worldly world.   However see the prophetic patten of Me -thu´se-lah in Genesis 5:27  and fn 
289 No time to even get all  one’s loved ones – see Luke 17:34 
290 ( Matthew 24:43;   Luke 12:39 ) Man cannot know the times and seasons Ecc les iastes 8:7;   Acts 1:7;   this knowledge would have been used to 

derail God’s plan, just as was the concern when  the archangel Mi´cha-el delivered news to the fasting prophet Daniel 10:13-14 
291 Tell ing his disciples to warn people that the thief is coming – that despite Jesus’ murder they still have time to avoid God’s wrath on Jerusalem 

and on traditionalist attitude everywhere Revelation 3:3 
292 Luke 12:42 
293 Some wil l be given news – close to the time – to tell loyal Christians that it is time to f lee ( the traditionalists will  have already been preached 

to about a future event without a speci fic date,  but taken no notice  )  Matthew 24:14 
294 The inactive and hal f -hearted slaves wi ll not be given the advance warning that the domestics will receive.  This is a warning for the apostles 

and other active Christian f igures 
295 This was the fate meted out to the Christ by those traditionalists who were also saying “the Christ is delaying...” and so de l ivered him up to 

Roman justice 
296 See Isaiah 61:10.  Lamps = outward display, oil = sincere inner spirit, which the negl igent slave did not have.  That oil  cannot be bought as 

genuine, i t has to be cultivated,  and no late works or late sacri fices will  be acceptable in those claiming to be the virgins .  See prophetic pattern 

2nd Chronic les 4:7-8 ; 
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with their lamps.   5.  While the bridegroom was delaying, they all became drowsy and slept.    6.  Right in the 

middle of the night there arose a cry: 

 watchman ––––– 

≺ ‘Here is the bridegroom!  Be on YOUR way to meet him.’ 

7.  Then all those virgins rose and put their lamps in order.   8.  The foolish said to the discreet: 

 foolish virgins ––––– discreet virgins 

⇒ ‘Give us some of YOUR oil, because our lamps are about to go out.’  297 

9.  The discreet answered with the words: 

↩ ‘There may not be enough for us and YOU.  So go to those who sell  298 it and buy for 

yourselves.’ 

10.  While they were going off to buy, the bridegroom arrived, and the virgins that were ready went in with 

him to the marriage feast – and the door was shut.   11.  Afterwards the rest of the virgins also came, saying: 

 foolish virgins ––––– bridegroom 

⇒ ‘Lord, Lord, open to us!’ 

12.  – but in answer he said: 

↩ ‘I tell YOU the truth, I do not know YOU.’299 

13.  Therefore:  keep on the watch because YOU know neither the day nor the hour... 

Illustration of the Servants with Talents300 
⇒ 14.  ...for it is just as when a man, about to travel abroad, summoned [some of] his slaves and committed 

his belongings to them:   15.  to one he gave five talents, to another:  two, to still another:  one – to each 

one according to his own ability – and he went abroad.   16.  Immediately the one that received the five 

talents went and did business with them and gained five more.    17.  In the same way the one that 

received the two gained two more...   18.  but the one that received just one went off, and dug in the 

ground and hid the silver money of his master. 

19.  After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them.   20.  So the one that 

had received five talents came forward and brought five additional talents, saying: 

 master ––––– first slave 

⇐ ‘Master, you committed five talents to me.  See!  I gained five talents more.’ 

21.  His master said to him: 

↪ ‘Well done, good and faithful slave!  You were faithful over a few things, I will appoint you over 

many things.  Enter into the joy of [celebrate with] your master.’ 

22.  Next the one that had received the two talents came forward and said: 

 master ––––– second slave 

⇐ ‘Master, you committed to me two talents.  See!  I gained two talents more.’ 

23.  His master said to him: 

↪ ‘Well done, good and faithful slave!  You were faithful over a few things, I will appoint you over 

many things.  Enter into the joy of your master.’ 

                                                     

 

 
297 ( see Proverbs 31:17-18 )  Asking for them to credit them with activity in f ine works  
298 Euphemistic – the oil is faith which is cultivated in advance over a long period,  and cannot be purchased –  even though churches often portray 

themselves as a “one -true-religion” club, whose membership has a pr ice!  
299 Oil is genuine and cultivated in advan ce through fa ith in Christ’s word, and cannot be attr ibuted by doing good works when the bride has 

already returned.  Compare with the attitude of An -a-ni´as and Sap-phi´ra who made provision against the Christ being genuine Acts 5:1-11 
300 ( Luke 19:11-27 ) 1s t Peter 4:10 
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24.  Finally the one that had received the one talent came forward and said: 

 master ––––– third slave 

⇐ ‘Master, I knew you to be severe – reaping where you did not sow and gathering where you did 

not winnow.   25.  So I grew afraid and went off and hid your talent in the ground.301 Here...  you 

have what is yours...’ 

26.  In reply his master said to him: 

↪ ‘Wicked and sluggish slave!  You “knew”, did you, that I reaped where I did not sow and 

gathered where I did not winnow?    27.  Well then, you were obliged to deposit my silver monies with 

the bankers, and on my arrival I would be receiving what is mine with interest.’ 

 master ––––– attendant 

≺ 28.  ‘Therefore TAKE away the talent from him and give it to him that has the ten talents.    29.  

For to everyone that has, more will be given and he will have abundance;  but as for him 

that does not have, even what he has will be taken away from him. 

≺ 30.  And throw the good-for-nothing slave out into the darkness outside.  He can weep and 

grind his teeth in regret out there.’ 

⇒ 31.  When the Son of man arrives in his glory302 and all the angels with him, then he will sit down on his 

glorious throne.   32.  And all the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate [people] one 

from another, just as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.    33.  And he will put the sheep on 

his right hand, but the goats on his left. 

34.  Then the king303 will say to those on his right: 

 king ––––– sheep on his right 

⇒ ‘Come, YOU who have been blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom which has been prepared 

for YOU from the founding of the world304.   35.  For I became hungry and YOU gave me something 

to eat;  I got thirsty and YOU gave me something to drink.  I was a stranger and YOU received 

me hospitably;   36.  naked, and YOU clothed me.  I fell sick and YOU looked after me.  I was in 

prison – yet YOU came to me.’305 

37.  Then the righteous ones will answer him with the words: 

↩ ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty, and give you something to drink?    38.  

When did we see you a stranger and receive you hospitably, or naked, and clothe you?    39.  When 

did we see you sick or in prison and come to you?’ 

40.  and in reply the king will say to them: 

↪ ‘Truly I say to YOU:  inasmuch as YOU did it to one of the least of these my brothers, YOU did it 

to me.’ 

41.  Then he will say, in turn, to those on his left: 

 king ––––– goats on his left 

≺ ‘Be on YOUR way from me, YOU who have been cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for 

the Devil and his angels.   42.  For I became hungry, but YOU gave me nothing to eat, and I got 

thirsty, but YOU gave me nothing to drink.    43.  I was a stranger, but YOU did not receive me 

hospitably;  naked, but YOU did not clothe me;  sick and in prison, but YOU did not visit me.’ 

                                                     

 

 
301 This slave was not afraid, but – worse than An-a-ni´as and Sap-phi´ra Acts 5:1-11 - was relying on his Master to be deposed local ly while he 

was in foreign lands Luke 19:14 and had secluded for himself the money that would have been looted by the revolutionists  
302 This is after the end of this  era,  when Christ’s active reign begins in the earth  
303 Here Jesus identifies himsel f as the king,  and God as his Father –  and that both loyal souls and traditional ist revolters wi ll show their characters 

while he is away 
304 Long-standing issue – see Genesis 2:17 
305 Isaiah 58:7 
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44.  Then they also will answer with the words: 

↩ ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison and  did 

not minister to you?’ 

45.  Then he will answer them with the words: 

↪ ‘Truly I say to YOU:  inasmuch as YOU did not do it to one of these least ones, YOU did not do 

it to me.’306 

46.  and these will depart into everlasting cutting-off [separated away forever], but the righteous ones into 

everlasting life. 

Betrayal 

26 
1.  Now when Jesus had finished all these sayings, he said to his disciples: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples (apostles) 

⇒ 2.  YOU know that the Passover occurs in two days from now, and the Son of man is to be delivered up 

to be impaled. 

...Explanation of Events Leading Up to Jesus’ Death 
3.  Then the chief priests and the older men of the people gathered together in the courtyard of the high 

priest – who was called Ca´ia-phas ["as comely"] –   4.  and took counsel together to seize Jesus by subterfuge 

and kill him.   5.  However, they kept saying: 

 high priest Ca´ia-phas, chief priests, older men of the people ––––– 

↻ Not at the festival, so that no uproar may arise among the people. 

Jesus Dines at Beth´a-ny, Judas Shows his Heart307 
6.  While Jesus happened to be in Beth´a-ny in the house of Simon the leper,   7.  a woman308 approached him 

with an alabaster case of very costly perfumed oil and she began pouring it upon his head as he was 

reclining.   8.  On seeing this the disciples became indignant, saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples 

⇐ Why this waste?   9.  For this could have been sold for a great deal and been given to poor people. 

10.  Aware of this, Jesus said to them: 

↪ Why do YOU try to make trouble for the woman?  For she has acted309 appropriately toward me.    11.  For 

YOU always have the poor with YOU! 

 Deuteronomy 15:11 (paraphrased) 

but YOU will not always have me.310
   12.  For when this woman put this perfumed oil upon my body, she did 

it to prepare me for burial.   13.  Truly I say to YOU:  Wherever this good news is preached in all the world, 

what this woman did shall also be told as a remembrance of her. 

14.  Then one of the twelve, the one called Judas Is-car´i-ot, went to the chief priests   15.  and said: 

 Judas Is-car´i-ot ––––– chief priests 

⇒ What will YOU give me to betray him to YOU? 

                                                     

 

 
306 This is the crux of their  punishment:  not that they were idle in their love of God and in following His Christian way, but that they gladly 

stood by and watched loyal ones as they suffered  
307 ( Matthew 26:6-11 ;  Mark 14:3-11 ;  John 12:1-8 ) – see prophetic pattern of A-hith´o-phel 2nd Samuel 15:12 and 2nd Samuel 17:23 
308 Mary Luke 7:37-39,  sister of Laz´a-rus John 12:1-3 
309 This was not frivolous, but the spirit moved her appropriately to bring home to the disciples the real ity of what was soon to  befall him 
310 In quoting the Law, Jesus exposes how Judas is lamenting the lack of income when the Mes-si´ah is ki lled, just as some slave owners would 

lament in their heart:  “Oh the seventh year is near... the year of release“ Deuteronomy 15:9-10 ( Matthew 26:11 ;  Mark 14:7 ;  John 12:8 ) 
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...  and they offered him thirty silver pieces.311
   16.  So from then on he sought an opportunity to betray him. 

Last Supper 
17.  On the first day of the unfermented cakes the disciples came up to Jesus, saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– the apostles (possibly only some of, possibly excluding Judas Is-car´i-ot) 

⇐ Where do you want us to prepare for you to eat the Passover?312 

18.  He said: 

↪ Go into the city to So-and-so313 and say to him: 

 the apostles (possibly only some of, possibly excluding Judas Is-car´i-ot) ) ––––– “so-and-so”, householder 

⇒ “The Teacher says: 

“My appointed time is near;  I will celebrate the Passover at your home!  with my disciples.” 

19.  and the disciples did as Jesus ordered them, and they got things ready for the Passover... 

Lord’s Evening Meal314 
20.  ...When, now, it had become evening, he was reclining at the table with the twelve disciples.   21.  While 

they were eating, he said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles 

⇒ I tell YOU truly:  one of YOU will betray me. 

22.  Being exceedingly grieved at this, they commenced each and every one to say to him: 

↩ Lord, it is not I, is it? 

23.  In reply he said: 

↪ He that dips his hand with me in the bowl is the one that will betray me.315
   24.  True, the Son of man is 

going away, just as it is written concerning him, but woe to that man through whom the Son of man is 

betrayed!  It would have been better for him if that man had not been born. 

25.  By way of reply Judas, who was about to betray him, said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Judas Is-car´i-ot 

↩ It is not I, is it, Rabbi? 

He said to him: 

↪ You yourself said [it]. 

26.  As they continued eating, Jesus took a loaf316 and, after saying a blessing, he broke it and, giving it to the 

disciples, he said: 

                                                     

 

 
311 ( Psalm 37:32-33 ) Fulfilment for a bull ( traditionalist murderers in Jerusalem ) in the habit of goring Exodus 21:32 ;  Zechariah 11:12.   See 

prophetic pattern in Jeremiah 38 10 
312 Perhaps the disciples presumed to spend the Passover with Jesus – as in previous years – and as the Last Supper began, they would presume 

i t to be the first of many meals together during the festival .  Their “preparing of the Passover” would be for more than that  single meal, as a lamb 

was needed for the actual evening on Ni´san 15 – an evening meal which the disciples were never going to taste.  That evening, as Jesus declared 

that one of them would betray him that night,  all  of those preparations were understood to have been for nothing  
313 The Greek implies that the Bible writers could not remember his name  
314 ( Matthew 26:20 ;  Mark 14:17;   Luke 22:14;   John 13:1  ) Evening meal Exodus 12:8 & 15–  see Revelation 19:17-18 After action of Mel -chiz´e-dek 

to victorious kings at Genesis 14:17-18 
315 Psalm 41:9 ( Obadiah 1:7 ) 
316 As Jesus was the “Lamb of God” John 1:29 Jews would be reminded of the twice -dai ly offering of a lamb, together with its associated bread 

and wine.  Numbers 28:4-6 
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 Jesus Christ ––––– 11 remaining apostles 

⇒ TAKE, eat.  This means317 my body.318 

27.  Also he took a cup, and having given thanks he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink out of it, all of YOU;   28.  for this means my ‘blood of the covenant’, which is to be poured out319 in 

behalf of many for forgiveness of sins.   29.  But I tell YOU, henceforth I will not drink any of this product of 

the vine until that day when I drink it new – with YOU – in the kingdom of my Father.320 

30.  Finally, after singing a song of praise, they went out to the Mount of Olives.   31.  Then Jesus said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– 11 remaining apostles 

⇒ All of YOU will be stumbled in connection with me on this night, for it is written: 

“I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered about.” 

 Zechariah 13:7 (paraphrased) 
Almighty God ––––––– sword AGAINST Jesus (prophetic) 

32.  but after I have been raised up, I will go ahead of YOU into Gal´i-lee. 

33.  But Peter, in answer, said to him: 

↩ Although all the others will be stumbled in connection with you, I will never be stumbled! 

34.  Jesus said to him: 

↪ Truly I say to you:  on this night, before a cock crows, you will disown me three times.  

35.  Peter said to him: 

↩ Even if I should have to die with you, I will by no means disown you! 

– likewise all the other disciples also said the same thing. 

Jesus Prays in the Garden of Geth-sem´a-ne321 
36.  Then Jesus came with them to the place called Geth-sem´a-ne ["an oil press” on the Mt of Olives], and he said to the 

disciples: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– 11 remaining apostles 

⇒ Sit down here while I go over there to pray. 

37.  And taking along Peter and the two sons of Zeb´e-dee, he started to be saddened and greatly distressed.   

38.  Then he said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles Peter, John & James 

⇒ ‘My soul is deeply grieved, even to death.322  Stay here and keep on the watch with me.’ 

39.  And going a little way forward, he fell upon his face, praying and saying: 

 Almighty God ––––– Jesus Christ 

≻ ‘My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass away from me.  Yet, not as I will, but as You 

                                                     

 

 
317 The Greek reads “is” but clearly means “means” – however Jesus is not just showing what the bread and wine wil l mean in the future when 

they take it together,  but demonstrating that his body is – prophetically –  already broken:  there is no reprieve nor chance of escape.  Likewise 

in  “dr inking his cup” he shows that they are prophesied to be broken for the sake of the good news:  that is their  future, there is no escape for 

them either 
318 Ezekiel 44:3  After action of Mel -chiz´e-dek to victorious kings at Genesis 14:17-18.  ( Mark 14:22 ;  Luke 22:19 ) 1s t Corinthians 11:23-24 See 

John 6:48-60 and Hebrews 2:14 ;  1s t Samuel 21:6 – see prophetic pattern of Psalm 111:5 
319 Not a fl imsy statement,  but quoting David Psalm 22:14 when he was effectively being sacri ficed by his  pursuers.  Jesus is warning his disciples 

of what lies ahead ( Matthew 26:27;   Mark 14:24;   Luke 22:20 ) 
320 Prophecy Isaiah 62:8-9 – Christ treated as an enemy, but the bread and wine –  g iven b y  him – goes only to his loyal followers.   See Psalm 

111:5 ;  Joshua 5:1-9 – ( Mark 14:25;   Luke 22:18  – “fruit of the vine” is the fruit of the covenant,  withheld by traditionalists ( Matthew 21:37-38 ;   

Mark 12:7 ;  Luke 20:14;   John 11:49-50 ) ) Numbers 18:9-10 
321 ( Mark 14:32-39 ;  Luke 22:39-44 ) Moses’ plea not to see calamity Numbers 11:15  and David’s prophetic plea for help,  although a King Psalm 

41:10 
322 Prophetic of Judas –  see Matthew 27:3-5 
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will.’323 

40.  And he came to the disciples and found them sleeping,324 and he said to Peter: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostle Peter 

⇒ Could YOU men not watch so much as one hour with me?325 

↪ 41.  KEEP on the watch and pray continually, that YOU may not enter into temptation. 

↻ ...the spirit, of course, is eager, but the flesh is weak. 

42.  Again, for the second time, he went off and prayed, saying: 

 Almighty God ––––– Jesus Christ 

≻ ‘My Father, if it is not possible for this to pass away except I drink it, let Your will take 

place.’326 

43.  And he came again and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy.   44.  So leaving them, he again went 

off and prayed for the third time, saying the same word once more.   45.  Then he came to the disciples and 

said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles Peter, John, James, possibly others 

↪ At such a time as this YOU are sleeping and taking YOUR rest!  Look!  The hour has drawn near 

and the Son of man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.   46.  Get up, let us go.  Look!  The one 

betraying me has drawn near. 

47.  And while he was yet speaking, look!  Judas, one of the twelve, came – and with him a great crowd with 

swords and clubs from [the among the entourage of] the chief priests and older men of the people. 

Jesus Betrayed in Geth-sem´a-ne with a Kiss327 
48.  Now his betrayer had given them a sign, saying: 

 “great crowd” of soldiers, temple attendants, others ––––– Judas Is-car´i-ot 

⇐ ‘Whoever it is I kiss, that is he;  take hold of him.’ 

49.  and going straight up to Jesus he said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Judas Is-car´i-ot 

⇐ Good day, Rabbi! 

and kissed him very tenderly.   50.  But Jesus said to him: 

↪ Friend, why are you here? 

then they came forward and laid hands on Jesus and took him into custody.   51.  But, look!  one of those 
[Peter]328 with Jesus reached out his hand and drew his sword and struck the slave of the high priest and 

took off his ear.   52.  Then Jesus said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostle Peter 

≺ Return your sword to its place, for all those who take the sword will perish by the sword.    53.  Or 

do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father to supply me at this moment more than 

twelve legions [each comprising of 6,826 souls] of angels?   54.  In that case, how would the Scriptures be 

                                                     

 

 
323 Recall  that this would also have been the attitude of Isaac – not the Son of God, not perfect, but just a boy!  And his mother – knowing what 

it would mean ( potential stoning, certain ostracism ) to be pregnant – also chose God’s will  Luke 1:38.   Also of Jonah 2:1-3 because there were 

no Hebrew peers to pray on his behal f  
324 That Peter , James and John were sleeping – likely also the other apostles further dista nt - raises the question:  “who heard and observed these 

things, so as to write them down for us?”  The answer seems to be Mark –  not an apostle –  whose gospel  was the first one written and on which 

al l the others have a basis 
325 Ironic –  this is Jesus’ shipwreck, but his fr iends are “sleeping below decks” Jonah 1:5-6 ;  ( Matthew 8:23-27 ;  Mark 4:35-41 ;  Luke 8:22-25 ) 
326 This is a saving grace for the traditionalists who hate him:  that this terrible sin, this mistake through horrible sel f -serving indignation was 

needed to –  at some future time in the resurrection – break their hard neck, for them to realise what their selfishness had made them do  
327 Genesis 27:24-27 ( Matthew 26:48-50;  Mark 14:39-49 ;  Luke 22:47-48 ;  John 18:1-9 ) – ful filment of 1 s t Kings 20:35-37 
328 ( Matthew 26:51 ;  Mark 14:47 ;  Luke 22:50 ) John 18:10  identif ies him as Peter 
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fulfilled that it must take place this way? 

55.  In that hour Jesus said to the crowds: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– “great crowd” of soldiers, temple attendants, others 

⇒ Have YOU come out with swords and clubs as against a robber to arrest me?  Day after day I used to 

sit in the temple teaching, and yet YOU did not take me into custody.    56.  But all this has taken place 

for the scriptures of the prophets to be fulfilled.329 

– then all the disciples abandoned him and fled.330 

57.  Those who took Jesus into custody led him away to Ca´ia-phas the high priest, where the scribes and 

the older men were gathered together.   58.  But Peter kept following him at a good distance, as far as the 

courtyard of the high priest, and, after going inside, he sat with the house attendants in order to see the 

outcome. 

“Rebuild Temple in 3 Days”331 
59.  Meantime the chief priests and the entire San´he-drin were looking for false witness against Jesus in 

order to put him to death,   60.  but they found none [who agreed with each other], although many false witnesses 

came forward.  Finally however, two came forward   61.  and said: 

 false witness ––––– entire San´he-drin 

⇒ This man said: 

‘I am able to throw down the temple of God and build it up in three days.’ 

62.  With that the high priest stood up and said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– high priest Ca´ia-phas 

⇐ Have you no answer to what these are testifying against you? 

63.  but Jesus kept silent.  So the high priest said to him: 

⇐ By the living God I put you under oath to tell us whether you are the Christ the Son332 of God! 

64.  Jesus said to him: 

↪ You yourself said it.  Moreover I say to YOU men:  from henceforth YOU will see the Son of man 

sitting at the right hand of power and coming in the clouds of heaven.333 

Jesus is Blasphemed by the San´he-drin334 
65.  Then the high priest ripped his outer garments, saying: 

 rest of the San´he-drin ––––– high priest Ca´ia-phas 

↩ He has blasphemed!335  What further need do we have of witnesses?  See!  Now YOU have heard the 

blasphemy.   66.  What is YOUR opinion? 

they returned answer: 

↪ He is liable to death. 

67.  then they spat into his face and hit him with their fists.  Others slapped him in the face,   68.  saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– some of the San´he-drin (or possibly, others (attendants or guards) present) 

⇐ Prophesy to us, you Christ.  Who is it that struck you? 

                                                     

 

 
329 Isaiah 53:7  Some of those present would be aware of what would befall  the Mes -si´ah...  yet the obl igation to carry out thei r orders would be 

pressing on them 
330 Prophets deny their al legiance Zechariah 13:4 
331 ( Matthew 26:59-61 ;  John 2:18-19 ) Fulf ilment of David’s prophecy 2nd Samuel 23:2-7 and of that for sprout Zechariah 6:13 
332 Foretold in scripture –  Psalm 116:16 ;  Isaiah 53:10 
333 ( Mark 14:62 ;  Luke 22:69  )  Jesus silent – but prophesies ( as prophesied in Ezekiel 24:26-27 ) Acts 7:56 ;  Psalm 110:1-2 – looking at the 

traditionalists, his enemies.  See footnote to Matthew 24:30 
334 Mark 14:63 ;  Exodus 34:26 –  see Jerusalem as mother Ha´gar Galatians 4:25 
335 Job 14:4 
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69.  Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard;  and a certain servant girl came up to him, saying: 

 apostle Peter ––––– servant girl 

⇐ You, too, were with Jesus the Gal-i-le´an! 

70.  but he denied it before them all, saying: 

↪ I do not know what you are talking about. 

71.  After he had gone out to the gatehouse, another girl noticed him and said to those there: 

 People at the gatehouse ––––– another girl 

⇐ This man was with Jesus the Naz-a-rene. 

72.  and again he denied it, with an oath: 

↪ I do not know the man! 

73.  After a little while those standing around came up and said to Peter: 

 apostle Peter ––––– some standing around 

⇐ Certainly you also are one of them, for, in fact, your dialect gives you away. 

74.  – then he started to curse [revile Jesus!] and swear [an oath, likely by God!]: 

↪ I do not know the man! 

and immediately a cock crowed.   75.  And Peter called to mind the saying Jesus spoke, namely: 

‘Before a cock crows, you will disown me three times.’ 336 

...and he went outside and wept bitterly.337 

Pontius Pilate 

27 
1.  When it became morning, all the chief priests and the older men of the people held a consultation 

against Jesus so as to put him to death.   2.  And after binding him, they led him off and handed him over to 

governor Pilate ["armed with a spear"].  338 

Judas Returns Bribe, Kills Himself 
3.  Then Judas – who had delivered him over – on seeing he had been condemned, felt remorse and 

returned the thirty silver pieces to the chief priests and older men,339
   4.  saying: 

 chief priests and older men ––––– Judas Is-car´i-ot 

⇐ I sinned by betraying righteous blood! 

They said: 

↪ What is that to us?  You must deal with that! 

5.  – so throwing the silver pieces into the temple he withdrew and went off and hanged himself.340
   6.  But the 

chief priests – taking the silver pieces – said: 

 chief priests and older men ––––– 

↻ It is not lawful to drop them into the sacred treasury, because it is the price of blood. 

7.  and having taken counsel, they bought the potter’s field with them [30 pieces] to bury strangers,   8.  therefore 

                                                     

 

 
336 Matthew 26:34 
337 ( Matthew 26:75 ;  Mark 14:72 ;   Luke 22:61;   John 18:15-27 ) Peter would remember Jesus’  words of warning many months ear lier...  Matthew 

10:33 he would recall that he had cursed Jesus!  and sworn an oath by God that he did not know him!  all because of the pressure...  and feel  

absolutely heartbroken!  Galatians 2:12 
338 Reputed to have been the Castle of Antonia adjoiing the Temple, however the Roman Governor wou ld reside in the seclusion of the palace of 

Herod I to the mid-west of the city during festivals,  and all or part of this trial likely took place there  
339 See Zechariah 11:13 
340 Compare with Jesus’ statement prior to his capture at Matthew 26:38 
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that field has been called ‘Field of Blood’ to this very day.   9.  Then what was spoken through Jeremiah341 the 

prophet was fulfilled, saying: 

‘And they took the thirty silver pieces, the price upon the one who had been evaluated, on 

whom [some of the] sons of Israel set a price...’ 

 Zechariah 11:13 (paraphrased) 

10.  ‘...and they gave them for the potter’s field, according to what Jehovah had commanded 

me.’ 

 Jeremiah 32:9 (after) 

11.  Jesus now stood before the governor;  and the governor put the question to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– governor of Ju-de´a (Pontius Pilate) 

⇐ Are you the king of the Jews?342 

Jesus replied: 

↪ You yourself say [it]. 

12.  – but while he was being accused by the chief priests and older men, he made no answer.   13.  Then Pilate 

said to him: 

↩ Do you not hear how many things they are testifying against you? 

14.  – yet he did not answer him [regarding these things] – no, not a word, so that the governor wondered very 

much.343 

Choice of Jesus Christ or Bar-ab´bas344 
15.  Now from festival to festival it was the custom for the governor to release a prisoner to the crowd, 

whomsoever they wanted.   16.  Just at that time they were holding a notorious prisoner called Bar-ab´bas 
["son of a father or master"].   17.  Hence – they [the crowd] being gathered together – Pilate was prepared to say to 

them: 

 crowd outside  ––––– Pontius Pilate 

⇐ Which one do YOU want me to release to YOU:  Bar-ab´bas or Jesus the so-called Christ? 

18.  – for he was aware that they had handed him over out of envy.   19.  But while he was sitting on the 

judgement seat, his wife sent [word] to him, saying: 

 wife of Pilate ––––– Pontius Pilate 

≺ ‘Let there be nothing [no judgement] between you and that righteous man!  For I suffered a lot 

today in a dream because of him.’ 

20.  whereas the chief priests and the older men persuaded the crowds to ask for Bar-ab´bas, but to have 

Jesus destroyed.   21.  But responding [unbiased] for himself, the governor asked them: 

 crowd outside  ––––– Pontius Pilate 

⇐ Which of the two do YOU want me to release to YOU? 

They said: 

↪ Bar-ab´bas! 

22.  Pilate said to them: 

                                                     

 

 
341 First part of this quote is actually from the scroll of Zech -a-ri´ah – but from three chapters which are clear ly long before the era of Zech -a-

ri´ah and may have been penned by Jeremiah.  However the latter is ful filment of Jeremiah ( Jeremiah 32:6-9 for An´a-thoth, Jeremiah 19:11  for 

To´pheth, both near Jerusalem ) 
342 P ilate would know that Herod was ruler over the distr ict of Ju -de´a, but was not king “of the Jews”  
343 Jesus answers Pilate’s questions, but not those which originate with the Pharisees, because th ey already knew that he was the Christ  
344 ( Mark 15:6;   Luke 23:18-24;  John 18:38  ) Choice of sheep or a goat Exodus 12:5  and choice of for Jehovah or for A-za´zel at the Day of 

Atonement Leviticus 16:9-10 
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↩ What, then, shall I do with Jesus the so-called Christ? 

They all said: 

↪ Let him be impaled! 

23.  He said: 

↩ Why?  what bad thing did he do? 

– but they kept crying out all the more: 

↪ Let him be impaled! 

24.  Seeing that it was to no avail, but rather an uproar was arising, Pilate took water and washed his hands 

before the crowd, saying: 

↩ I am innocent of the blood of this [man].  YOU must deal with it [the blood-guilt] for yourselves.345 

25.  – and in answer all the people said: 

↪ [Let] his blood come upon us and upon our children. 

26.  then he released Bar-ab´bas to them, but having flogged Jesus he handed him over to be impaled.346 

27.  Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the governor’s palace and gathered all the battalion before 

him.   28.  And disrobing him, they draped a scarlet cloak347 around him,   29.  and having braided a crown out of 

thorns they put it on his head348 and a reed in his right hand.  And falling to their knees before him, they 

mocked him, saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– soldiers of governor Pilate 

⇐ Hail, you ‘King of the Jews’! 

30.  – and spat upon him and took the reed and began hitting him upon his head.   31.  Finally, when they had 

made fun of him, they took the cloak off and put his outer garments upon him and led him off to be 

impaled. 

Jesus Executed with Two Other Condemned Men349 
32.  As they were going out they found a native of Cy-re´ne named Simon.  They impressed him into service 

to carry his torture stake.   33.  And when they came to a place called “Gol´go-tha” – that is to say, “Skull 

Place” –   34.  they gave him wine mixed with gall to drink,350 but after tasting it he refused to drink.   35.  And 

having impaled him they distributed his outer garments by casting lots,   36.  and as they sat they watched 

over him there.   37.  Also, they posted in writing above his head the charge against him: 

‘This is Jesus the King of the Jews.’351 

38.  Then two robbers were impaled with him, one on his right and one on his left.352
   39.  So the passers-by 

began reviling him, wagging their heads   40.  and saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– abusive passers-by at the execution 

⇐ O you would-be 'thrower-down of the temple and builder-of-it in three days’ – save yourself!  If you are 

a son of God, come down off the torture stake! 

41.  In like manner also the chief priests with the scribes and older men were making fun of him and saying: 

                                                     

 

 
345 Psalm 26:6 
346 Whoever releases A-za´zel must wash his flesh Leviticus 16:26  for day of atonement.   Pilate does,  but the traditionalists do not.   See also the 

reprise at Leviticus 14:1-7 for the 2 doves at the curing of the leper.  Mark 15:6-15 ;  Luke 23:18-24 
347 See Mish´na regarding A-za´zel,  which bore a scarlet cloth.  I f the cloth turned to white,  the sins of the people would be forgiven  
348 See Abraham sacri ficing Isaac at Genesis 22:13 , a lso Numbers 33:55 and Joshua 23:12 of thorn through an eyeball ( compare with double -blinded 

Samson at Judges 16:28 ) Also the “fundamental calamity” on Israel –  which Christ bears – at Ezekiel 7:5-9 
349 Exodus 17:12  ( Matthew 27:32;  Mark 15:22 ;  Luke 23:32 ;  John 19:16 ) also 1s t Chronicles 11:13-14 
350 Psalm 69:21 ;  Proverbs 31:6 ;  ( Mark 15:22-23;   Luke 23:36;  John 19:29-30 ) The gall – wormwood or other poison – was designed to drug the 

victim so that he would not feel the pain of the execution  

351 After John’s text:  ישוע נצריא מלכא דיהוריא, ΙΗΣΟΥΣָ Οָ ΝΑΖΩΡΑΙΟΣָ Οָ ΒΑΣΙΛΕΥΣָ ΤΩΝָ ΙΟΔΑΙΩΝ,ָ IESUS NAZARENUS REX 

IUDAEORUM 
352 Exodus 17:12 ;  Matthew 20:21-23 
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 chief priests with the scribes and older men ––––– 

≺ 42.  He saved others;  he cannot save himself!  He is King of Israel, so let him now come down off the 

torture stake and we will believe on him.    43.  He has trusted in God – let Him now rescue him if He 

wants him,353  for he said: 

‘I am God’s Son.’ 

44.  – in the same way even the robbers that were impaled together with him began taunting him. 

Darkness for Three Hours354 
45.  From the sixth hour on a darkness fell over all the land, until the ninth hour.355

   46.  About the ninth hour 

Jesus called out with a loud voice, saying: 

‘E´li, E´li, la´ma sa-bach-tha´ni?’ 

 Psalm 22:1 

David 

that is: 

‘My God, my God, why have You forsaken me?’356  

47.  At hearing this, some of those standing there began to say: 

 some people standing by, mishearing his cry ––––– 

⇒ This man is calling E-li´jah. 

48.  And immediately one of them ran and took a sponge soaked with sour wine and put it on a reed and 

went giving him a drink.357
   49.  But the rest of them said: 

 ––––– the rest, other mocking people nearby 

↩ Let him be!  Let us see whether E-li´jah comes to save him. 

– –358
   50.  And again Jesus cried out with a loud voice, and yielded up [his] spirit... 

51.  ...and look!  the curtain of the sanctuary was rent in two359 from top to bottom, and the earth quaked360 

and the rock-masses [foundation rocks] were split.   52.  And the memorial tombs were opened [as a consequence] and 

many bodies of the Holy ones that had fallen asleep were raised up,361
   53.  and people coming out from 

among the memorial tombs after his being roused [crying out] 362 entered into the Holy city and they became 

visible to many people.   54.  But the centurion and those with him watching over Jesus – having seen the 

earthquake and the things happening – grew very much afraid, saying: 

                                                     

 

 
353 Unbeknown to them, they are ful fill ing prophecy – quoting the malicious words of Psalm 22:7-8 – to which Jesus later quotes the reply...  
354 Matthew 27:45 ;  Mark 15:33;  Luke 23:44 ;  ( as the 3 days’ of darkness over Egypt Exodus 10:21 ) As prophesied in Ezekiel 32:7 also the fa ll of 

Israel at Amos 8:9  and Joel 2:30-32, also prophesied in Jeremiah 33:20  Compare antithetic promise of New Jerusalem –  Isaiah 60:19-20;   Revelation 

21:22-27 ;  Revelation 22:5 
355 All  aspects of presumed Divine authority closed down.  Compare with the fall of Egypt Ezekiel 32:7 
356 Words which the religious leaders ought to have said at seeing the darkness –  and remembering the same in Egypt –  but was also a response 

to their mocking words in verse 43.  The mockery at Jesus’ execution was actually prophesied in this Psalm, and perceptive people at the execution 

would recall that song of David and realise that Jesus – even then – was imploring the nation through the unspoken  remaining verses of that Psalm 

to follow God’s Mes-si´ah 

Note:  a 12 th  century Hebrew NT reads ‘E´li,  E´ li, la´ma sh a - k a ch -tha´ni?’ “why have you FO R G O T T EN  me?” –  more in accord with David’s 

words in many Psalm 13 & 42 - but “conveniently” avoids the l ink with the rulers’ earlier  words in ful filment of Psalm 22  
357 Just as in other Gospels where Jesus asks for wine, i t is not to drink ( Matthew 26:28 ) but to act as the “Blood of the Covenant”  of the lamb 

– raised on a hyssop stalk – just as was the case during the 1 s t Passover 
358 ( Some translation write here:  “Another man took a spear and pierced his side, and blood and water came out.” which leads sm oothly into 

the next verse. ) Numbers 33:55;    ( ( John 19:34 );  2nd  Corinthians 12:7 ) 
359 ( Mark 10:38;   Luke 23:45 ) Momentous!  The priests in the temple –  forbidden to look into the Most Holy –  would flee from the Temple, as 

the very moment when God is making access for everyone to enter the  Temple and into the Most Holy!  See 2nd Kings 2:12.  Prophetic of the 

graves of martyrs being opened for access to heaven Revelation 6:9-12.  See Psalm 29:8 for prefigurement, and Daniel 9:24  for prophecy, also 1 s t 

Kings 13:1-3 
360 Ful filment of Isaiah’s plea to God Isaiah 64:1 
361 Not a resurrection, but the buried and entombed bodies being pushed up to the surface by the earthquake  
362 These are people, not resurrected bodies – but people who were possibly living amon g the tombs!  Some translations say “after his 

resurrection” – but the Greek refers to “rousing”, as in his making a sudden cry Job 14:14-15 
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 army officer, centurion and people nearby ––––– 

↻ ‘Certainly this was God’s son.’363 

55.  Moreover, many women were there viewing from a distance,364 who had accompanied Jesus from Gal´i-

lee, ministering to him;   56.  among whom was Mary Mag´da-lene[inhabitant of Mag´da-la], also Mary the mother of 

James and Jo´ses ["exalted"], and the mother of the sons of Zeb´e-dee. 

Joseph of Ar-i-ma-the´a – a San´he-drin Man – Buries Jesus’ Body365 
57.  Now as it was late in the afternoon, there came a rich man of Ar-i-ma-the´a366 ["heights"] named Joseph, 

who had also become a disciple of Jesus.   58.  Having gone up to Pilate this man asked for the body of Jesus;  

then Pilate commanded it to be given over.   59.  And taking the body, Joseph wrapped it up in clean fine 

linen,   60.  and laid it in his [own] new memorial tomb which he had quarried in the rock-mass.367  And after 

rolling a big stone to the entrance of the memorial tomb, he left.   61.  But Mary Mag´da-lene and the other 

Mary continued there, sitting opposite the tomb... 

62.  The next day [Sabbath], which was after the Preparation [day before Sabbath], the chief priests and the Pharisees 

were gathered together before Pilate,   63.  saying: 

 the chief priests and the Pharisees ––––– Pontius Pilate, governor 

⇒ Sir, we have called to mind that that impostor said while yet alive, 

‘After three days I am to be raised up.’ 

 Matthew 12:38-40 

64.  Therefore command the grave to be made secure until the third day, that his disciples may never come 

and steal him and say to the people: 

 disciples of Jesus Christ ––––– 

≺ ‘He was raised up from the dead!’ 

and this final imposture will be worse than the first. 

65.  Pilate said to them: 

↩ YOU have a guard.  Go make it as secure as YOU know how. 

66.  so they went and made the grave secure by sealing368 the stone and mounting the guard. 

28 
1.  After the Sabbath,369 when it was growing light on the first day370 of the week, Mary Mag´da-lene and the 

other Mary came to view the tomb. 

2.  And look!  a great earthquake had taken place;  for Jehovah’s angel had descended from heaven and 

approached and rolled away the stone, and was sitting on it.   3.  His outward appearance was as lightning, 

and his clothing as white as snow.   4.  Yes, the watchmen trembled through fear of him and became [still] as 

dead men. 

5.  But the angel in answer said to the women: 

 angel of Almighty God ––––– Mary Mag´da-lene, and Mary the mother of James 

⇒ YOU should not fear me, for I know YOU are looking for Jesus who was impaled.    6.  He is not here, for 

                                                     

 

 
363 See Jonah 1:15-16 
364 Men mourn together, and the women mourn together Zechariah 12:12 
365 Ful filment of Isaiah 53:9 and 1s t Kings 13:26-32 ( Matthew 27:57;   Mark 15:42;  Luke 23:50 ;  John 19:38 ) 
366 Compare with home town of Samuel 1 st Samuel 1:1 
367 Isaiah 53:9 
368 As will  be the devil Revelation 20:3 .  This particular sealing meant a seal  of Roman authority, which Roman law forbade anyone to violate  
369 Not “Sabbath day” –  as in Saturday –  but Sabbath rest ( i f the 1 s t day of Passover falls on a Sabbath, the next day is also deemed to be a 

Sabbath so that no Sabbath per iod is merged with another.  It is known as a Great Sabbath )  This makes “the first day of the week”  to be our 

Monday – three days and three nights after Jesus was arrested and therefore “in the heart of the earth”  
370 As this was a great Sabbath, the first day of the week was one day late, but still  deemed to be the f irst day of the ( shorte ned ) week. ( Greek 

actually reads “first of the Sabbath” – that is, the first day after the Sabbath has ended ) 
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he was raised up, just as he said.  Come, see the place where he was lying. 

⇒ 7.  Now on going quickly, YOU should tell his disciples: 

‘He was raised up from the dead, and look!  he is going ahead of YOU into Gal´i-lee;  YOU will see 

him there.’ 

Look!  I have told YOU. 

8.  So, quickly leaving the memorial tomb with fear and great joy, they ran to report to his disciples.   9.  And 

look!  Jesus met them and said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Mary Mag´da-lene, and Mary the mother of James 

⇒ Good day! 

They approached and caught him by his feet and bowed to him.   10.  Then Jesus said to them: 

Have no fear!  Go, report to my brothers, that they may go off into Gal´i-lee;  and they will see me there. 

11.  While they were on their way, look!  some of the guard went into the city and reported to the chief 

priests all the things that had happened.   12.  And these [chief priests] – having gathered together with the older 

men and taken counsel – gave sufficient silver pieces to the soldiers   13.  and said: 

 chief priests ––––– some of the guards from outside the tomb 

⇒ Say: 

‘His disciples came in the night and stole him while we were sleeping.’ 

14.  and if this gets to the governor’s ears, we will pacify [him] and will set YOU free from worry. 

15.  So having taken the silver pieces they did as they were instructed...  and this saying has been spread 

abroad among the Jews up to this very day.371 

16.  However, the eleven disciples went into Gal´i-lee to the mountain372 where Jesus had appointed them [as 

apostles],   17.  and when they saw him they bowed to him, but [even now!] some doubted.   18.  And Jesus approached 

and spoke to them, saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– 11 apostles 

⇒ All authority in Heaven and on earth [not just Israel] has been given to me. 

19.  So on going forth, make disciples of people of all the nations,373 baptising them in the Name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy spirit,   20.  teaching them to observe all the things I have 

commanded YOU.  And look!  I am with YOU all the days until the end of this era. 

 

                                                     

 

 
371 Psalm 41:11 
372 Mark 3:13-14 – this is the very mountain where Jesus called them to be apostles, alth ough it is never named.  Since Jesus immediately went 

from there to the apostles’ cities to teach there without them, l ikely it was near Gal´i -lee – and as the scripture mentions the apostles going up 

to Gal´i -lee, i t could be Cana, Naz´a-reth, Mt. Mo´reh, Mt. Ta´bor or even the hills of Ti -be´ri -as near the sea shore.  For proximity to the 

districts of his apostles, Mt. Ta´bor seems the most l ikely.   Compare with Leviticus 25:1 fn 
373 See Matthew 24:14 ministry and Matthew 24:45 for sign of its importance 
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Mark 

THE GOOD NEWS ACCORDING TO 

Mark 
1 

1.  [The] beginning of the good news about Jesus Christ [the son of God]:1 

2.  Just as it is written in Isaiah the prophet: 

‘Look!  I send forth My messenger before your face, who will prepare your way’ 

 Malachi 3:1 

Almighty God ––––––– un conscientious priests of Israel 

3.  ‘Listen!  Someone is crying out in the wilderness: 

‘PREPARE the way of Jehovah [YOU people], make His roads straight’ 

 Isaiah 40:3 (prophetic) 

“prophet in the wilderness” at the time of restoration of Jerusalem ––––––– Jewish 
exiles 

4.  – [so likewise] John the Baptist turned up in the wilderness2 preaching baptism as [a symbol of] repentance 

for forgiveness of sins.   5.  Consequently all the territory of Ju-de´a and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem made 

their way out to him, and they were baptised by him in the Jordan River, confessing their sins.  

6.  Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and with a leather belt around his loins, and was eating insect 

locusts and wild honey.   7.  And he would preach, saying: 

 John the baptist ––––– those being baptised 

⇒ Someone stronger than I am is coming after me;  I am not fit – even after having stooped down [in 

supplication] – to untie the laces of his sandals.    8.  I baptised YOU with water, but he will baptise YOU 

with Holy spirit. 

Jesus Baptised3 
9.  In the course of those days Jesus came from Naz´a-reth of Gal´i-lee and was baptised in the Jordan by 

John.   10.  And immediately coming up out of the water he saw the heavens being split open, and the spirit 

descending upon him like a dove;   11.  and a voice came out of the heavens: 

 Almighty God ––––– Jesus Christ 

⇒ You are My son, the beloved, in whom I am pleased.4 

Jesus Tested By the Devil5 
12.  And immediately the spirit impelled him to go into the wilderness.   13.  So he continued in the wilderness 

forty days,6 being tempted by Satan, and he was with the wild beasts, but the angels were ministering to 

him. 

14.  Now after John had been arrested, Jesus went into Gal´i-lee, preaching the good news of God   15.  and 

saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– people of Gal´i-lee 

≺ The appointed time has been fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has drawn near.  BE repentant and 

have faith in the good news. 

16.  While walking alongside the sea of Gal´i-lee he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of Simon casting 

                                                     

 

 
1 Not included in all  manuscripts 
2 John declares a 42 month drought on the rulers of Israel 1s t Kings 17;   ( Matthew 3:1-3 ;  Luke 1:76 ;  John 1:23 ) 
3 Ful filment of Moses knowing-of beforehand, and identifying after the dew water had passed – the Manna from heaven Exodus 16:15 ;  Matthew 

3:13-17 ;  Luke 3:21-22 ;  John 1:  29-34 
4 ( Mark 1:11 ;  Luke 3:22  ) ;  Psalm 2:7 ;  Psalm 18:16   Divine sign that Jesus is the son of David, the new David  
5 Matthew 4:1;   Luke 4:1 
6 Like Moses Exodus 24:18 ;  Exodus 34:28 ;  Matthew 4:1-2 ;  Luke 4:1-2 and E-li´jah 1s t Kings 19 
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nets in the sea, for they were fishers.   17.  So Jesus said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Simon (Peter) and Andrew 

⇒ Come after me, and I shall cause YOU to become fishers of men7. 

18.  and immediately upon abandoning their nets they followed him.   19.  And after going a little farther he saw 

James the [son] of Zeb´e-dee and John his brother while they were in their boat mending their nets;   20.  and 

without delay he called them.  In turn they left their father Zeb´e-dee in the boat with the hired men and 

went off after him. 

21.  And they went their way into Ca-per´na-um, and no sooner was it the Sabbath  than he entered into 

the synagogue and began to teach.   22.  And they became astounded at his way of teaching, for there he was 

teaching them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.8
   23.  Also, at that very time there was in their 

synagogue a man under the power of an unclean spirit, and he shouted,   24.  saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– unclean spirit 

⇐ What have we to do with you, Jesus you Naz-a-rene?  Did you come to destroy us?  I know exactly 

who you are, the Holy one of God. 

25.  but Jesus rebuked it, saying: 

↪ Be silent, and come on out of him! 

26.  and the unclean spirit, after throwing him into a convulsion and yelling at the top of its voice, came forth 

out of him. 

27.  Well, the people were all so astonished so as to discuss among themselves, saying: 

 people observing the man being cured ––––– 

↻ What is this?  a new teaching?!  He authoritatively orders even the unclean spirits, and they 

obey him! 

28.  – so the report about him spread out immediately in all directions through all the country 

surrounding Gal´i-lee. 

29.  And immediately they went out of the synagogue and went into the home of Simon and Andrew with 

James and John.   30.  Now Simon’s mother-in-law9 was lying down sick with a fever, but they at once told him 

about her.   31.  And going to her he raised her up, taking her by the hand, and the fever left her, and she 

began ministering to them. 

32.  After evening had fallen when the sun had set, the people began10  bringing him all those who were ill 

and those demon-possessed –   33.  and the whole city was gathered right at the door!   34.  So he cured many 

that were ill with various sicknesses, and he expelled many demons – but he would not let the demons 

speak, because they knew him to be Christ. 

35.  And early in the night while it was still dark, he rose up and went outside and left for a lonely place, and 

there he began praying.   36.  However, Simon and those with him hunted him down   37.  and finding him they 

said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Simon (and others) 

⇐ All are looking for you! 

38.  but he said to them: 

↪ Let us go somewhere else, into the village towns nearby, that I may preach there also, for this is why I 

have come out. 

39.  and he went preaching in their synagogues throughout the whole of Gal´i-lee and expelling the demons. 

                                                     

 

 
7 ( Matthew 4:19;  Mark 1:17;  Luke 5:10 ) See prophetic pattern in Jeremiah 16:15-16 
8 The scribes would recite the words of the Law, but Jesus explained its spir it and true meaning  
9 Fever was not a trivia l th ing in those days, yet Simon had departed to follow Jesus.. .  Simon’s mother -in-law would be concerned for her daughter 

– her husband had seemingly deserted her to follow one of the many “Mes -si´ahs”  of that time.  However this act would convince her that her 

son-in-law had made the very best choice 
10 They waited until evening because it was Sabbath ( v 21 )  
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40.  There also came to him a leper, entreating him even on bended knee, saying to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– leper 

⇐ If you just want to, you can cleanse me. 

41.  – and moved with compassion and having stretched out his hand he touched him, and said to him: 

↪ I want to.  You are cleansed. 

42.  and immediately the leprosy vanished from him, and he was cleansed.    43.  Furthermore, having given him 

strict orders, he at once sent him away.   44.  He said to him: 

↪ ‘See that you tell nobody a thing, but go show yourself to the priest and offer that which Moses 

directed11 for your cleansing, as a witness to them.’ 

45.  – but after going away the man started to proclaim it a great deal and to spread the account abroad, so 

that he [Jesus] was no longer able to enter openly into a city, but he continued outside in lonely places.  

Yet, they kept coming to him from all sides.12 

2 
Heals Paralysed Man13 

1.  However, after some days he again entered into Ca-per´na-um and it was reported that he was at home.   

2.  Consequently many gathered, so much so that there was no more room, not even about the door, and 

he began to speak the word to them. 

3.  And they came bringing him a paralytic carried by four men.   4.  But not being able to bring him right to 

him [Jesus] on account of the crowd, they removed the roof over where he was, and having dug an opening 

they lowered the bier on which the paralytic was lying.   5.  And seeing their faith, Jesus said to the paralytic: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– paralytic person 

⇒ Child, your sins are forgiven. 

6.  ...Now there were some of the scribes sitting there and reasoning in their hearts: 

 ––––– scribes 

↻ 7.  ‘Why is this man talking like this?  he blasphemes!  Who can forgive sins except One, God?’ 

8.  But Jesus, having discerned immediately by his spirit that they were reasoning that way in themselves, 

said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– critical scribes 

↪ Why are YOU reasoning these things in YOUR hearts?    9.  Which is easier, to say to the paralytic: 

‘Your sins are forgiven’ 

or to say: 

‘Get up and pick up your bed and walk’   ? 

10.  But in order for YOU men to know that the Son of man has authority to forgive sins upon the 

earth, 

– he said to the paralytic: 

↪ 11.  I say to you:  Get up, pick up your bed, and go to your home. 

12.  – at that he got up, and immediately picked up his bed and walked out in front of them all, so that they 

were all simply carried away, and they began to glorify God, saying: 

                                                     

 

 
11 “the things Moses directed” – a sacri fice, evidence to the priest to be reinstated in the community,  and importantly:  praise to God!  
12 Remember there was no street l ighting in those days!  
13 ( Matthew 9:1-7;   Mark 2:1-8 ;  Luke 5:17-26 ) – compare Luke 7:36-50 
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 people observing the healing of the paralytic ––––– 

↻ We never saw the like of it. 

13.  Again he went out beside the sea;  and all the crowd kept coming to him, and he would teach them.   14.  

But as he was passing along, he caught sight of Le´vi ["joined"] the [son] of Al-phae´us14 sitting at the tax office, 

and he said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Le´vi, 

⇒ Follow me.... 

and getting up he followed him.   15.  Later when he happened to be reclining [at a meal] in his house, many tax 

collectors and sinners were reclining with Jesus and his disciples – for there were many of them [tax collectors 

and sinners] – and they began following him!   16.  But the scribes of the Pharisees, seeing he was eating with the 

sinners and tax collectors, began saying to his disciples: 

 disciples of Jesus ––––– scribes of the Pharisees 

⇐ Why does he eat with the tax collectors and sinners? 

17.  Upon hearing this Jesus said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– scribes of the Pharisees 

↪ Those who are strong do not need a physician, but those who are ill do.  I did not come to call the 

righteous, but sinners. 15 

18.  Now John’s disciples and the Pharisees practised fasting.  So they [the scribes] came and said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– scribes of the Pharisees
 16

 

⇐ For what reason do the disciples of John and the disciples of the Pharisees practice fasting, but your 

disciples do not practice fasting? 

19.  but Jesus said to them: 

↪ While the bridegroom is with them, the sons of the bridal chamber17 cannot fast, can they?  As long as 

they have the bridegroom with them they cannot fast.   20.  But days will come when the bridegroom will 

be taken away from them, and then they will fast – in that [very first] day. 

21.  Nobody sews a patch of un-shrunk cloth upon [the tear of] an old outer garment;  if he does, its full 

strength pulls from it, the new from the old, and a worse tear occurs.   22.  Also, nobody puts new wine into 

old wineskins;  if he does, the wine bursts the skins, and the wine is lost as well as the skins...  but 

people put new wine into new wineskins. 18 

Disciples Eat Wheat in the Field on a Sabbath 
23.  Now it happened that he was proceeding through the grain fields during the Sabbaths19 [seven week’s period 

after first-fruit harvest], and his disciples started to make their way plucking the heads of grain.20
   24.  So the 

Pharisees went saying to him: 

                                                     

 

 
14 This is either erroneous, or he is actually cousin to James who –  throughout the gospels ( including this one ) – is declared to be the son of 

Al-phae´us in order to distinguish him from James the brother of John.  See Mark 3:18 
15 This may allude to the Sadducees – which is translated as “the righteous” – implying that the scr ibes of these Pharisees were actual ly Sadducees 

Leviticus 27:10-13 ( Matthew 9:13;  Luke 5:32  ) 
16 Matthew 9:14  identi fies these as John’s disciples by a slight omission in the quote, however as t h i s  earl ier version names the two groups, i t 

may wel l be a continuation from verse 16 –  that having spoken to his disciples they now turn to question Jesus himself . Matthew m entions the 

practice of the Pharisees and of the wineskins being ruined, whereas this text – from which it is taken –mentions the practice of both John’s 

disciples and the Pharisees, and of both the wine and wineskins being ruined.   The wineskins are tradi tionalism, which holds the wine of the good 

news through John’s – and later Jesus’ own - disciples 
17 ( Matthew 9:15 ;  Mark 2:19;  Luke 5:34 ) Jesus’ apostles are seen as his very brothers – fellow sons of the bridal chamber of God.  Christ their 

brother is a bridegroom, whom they will miss when he leaves the home unit.   The bride class of the f u t u re  is of loyal spirit John 15:14-15 ;  ( 

Revelation 18:23 )  See Isaiah 61:10 
18 See younger man E-li´hu – the new wine-skin –  speaking by the God’s spir it Job 32:18-19 
19 Possibly the seventh days,  but possibly the fie lds’  Sabbath –  the seven week’s period after first -fruit harvest dur ing which the fie lds were to be 

unmolested 
20 ( Matthew 12:1, Luke 6:1 ) and Leviticus 23:10 
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 Jesus Christ ––––– Pharisees 

⇐ Look here!  Why are they doing what is not lawful on the Sabbath? 

25.  but he said to them: 

↪ Have YOU never once read what David did when he fell in need and got hungry, he – and the men 

with him?   26.  How he entered into the house of God, in the account about A-bi´a-thar ["my father is great"]21 

the chief priest, and ate the loaves of presentation – which it is not lawful for anybody to eat except 

the priests – and he gave some also to the men who were with him? 

27.  So he went on to say to them: 

The Sabbath came into existence through man, and not man through [for the sake of] the Sabbath;   28.  hence 

the Son of man is Lord even of the Sabbath. 

3 
1.  Once again he entered into a synagogue, and a man was there with a dried-up hand.   2.  So they were 

watching him closely to see whether he would cure the man on the Sabbath, in order that they might 

accuse him.   3.  And he said to the man with the withered hand: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– man with a withered hand 

⇒ Get up and come to the centre. 

4.  Next he said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– critical people in the synagogue 

⇒ Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do a good deed or to do a bad deed, to save or to kill a soul?22 

– but they kept silent.   5.  And after looking around upon them with indignation, being thoroughly grieved at 

the insensibility of their hearts, he said to the man: 

Stretch out your hand. 

and he stretched it out, and his hand was restored.   6.  At that the Pharisees went out and immediately 

began holding council with the followers of Herod23 against him, with the aim of destroying him.   7.  But 

Jesus with his disciples withdrew to the sea;  and a great multitude from Gal´i-lee and from Ju-de´a 

followed him.   8.  Even from Jerusalem and from Id-u-me´a ["(region of) E´dom"] and from across the Jordan and 

around Tyre and Si´don, a great multitude came to him on hearing of how many things he was doing.   9.  

And he told his disciples to have a little boat continually at his service so that the crowd might not press 

upon him;   10.  for he cured many, with the result that all those who had grievous diseases were falling upon 

him to touch him –   11.  and when the unclean spirits saw him they would prostrate themselves before him 

and cry out, saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– unclean spirits cast out by Jesus 

⇐ You are the Son of God. 

12.  – but many times he sternly charged them not to make him known. 

Jesus Chooses 12 Apostles24 
13.  And he ascended the mountain25 and summoned those he wanted, and they went off to him.   14.  And he 

formed [a group of] twelve – whom he designated “apostles” [messengers, or envoys] – that they might continue 

                                                     

 

 
21 The priest who fed David and his  men was called A-him´e-lech 1 s t Samuel 21:1-6,  but Jesus mentions his son – A-bi´a-thar 1s t Samuel 22:20  – 

who was the only one left al ive after David’s enemies had slaughtered A -him´e-lech and the other pr iests for their  kindness.   Jesus is making his 

evil -hearted questioners look forward to what their manner will bring about, in an effort to turn at least some of them away from the gui lt of 

killing him 
22 A di fferent account Matthew 12:10 shows that the Pharisees had an evi l motive:  to find some accusation against Jesus – which is why Jesus 

pointedly asks if i t is legal to do a “bad deed” on the Sabbath.  Just as in the previous chapter with the corn in the fie ld,  Jesus exposes the murder 

which is in the hearts of the Jewish rulers 
23 Gal´i -lee was under Herod’s jurisdiction  
24 ( Matthew 10:1-4;  Mark 3:16-19 ;  Luke 6:12-16 ) 
25 Matthew 28:16 
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with him and that he might send them26 to preach   15.  and to have authority to expel the demons. 

16.  And the [group of] twelve that he formed were: 

Simon, to whom he also gave the surname Peter, 

17.  and James the [son] of Zeb´e-dee and John the brother of James – ( he also gave these the surname 

“Bo-a-ner´ges”, which means “Sons of Thunder” ), 

18.  and Andrew and Philip 

and Bar-thol´o-mew [aka Na-than´a-el] and Matthew 

and Thomas and James the [son] of Al-phae´us27 

and Thad-dae´us and Simon the Ca-na-nae´an [or “the zealot”], 

19.  and Judas Is-car´i-ot, who later betrayed him. 

And he went into a house.   20.  Once more a crowd gathered, so that they were not able even to eat a meal.   

21.  But when his relatives heard about it, they went out to lay hold of him, for they were saying: 

 relatives of Jesus ––––– 

≻ “He has gone out of his mind”28 

22.  – also the scribes that came down from Jerusalem were saying: 

 ––––– scribes from Jerusalem 

≻ “He has Be-el´ze-bub, and he expels the demons by means of the ruler of the demons.” 

23.  So, after calling them to him, he began to say to them with parables: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– scribes from Jerusalem 

↪ How can Satan expel Satan? 

24.  Why, if a kingdom becomes divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand;   25.  and if a house 

becomes divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand.   26.  Also, if Satan has risen up against 

himself and become divided, he will not be able to stand, but is coming to an end.   27.  In fact, no one that 

has got into the house of a strong man is able to plunder his movable goods unless firstly he binds the 

strong man – then he will plunder his house. 

Unforgiveable Sin29 
28.  Truly I say to YOU that all things will be forgiven the sons of men – no matter what sins and 

blasphemies [evil words, revilings] they blasphemously commit.   29.  However, whoever blasphemes against the 

Holy spirit has no forgiveness forever, but is guilty of everlasting sin.30 

30.  – this because they were saying: 

‘He has an unclean spirit.’ 

31.  Now his mother and his brothers came, and as they were standing on the outside, they sent [word] in to 

him, calling for him.31
   32.  As it was, a crowd was sitting around him, so they said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– (helpful?) crowd set by Jesus’ relatives 

⇐ Look!  Your mother and your brothers [and your sisters] outside are seeking you. 

33.  but in reply he said to them: 

                                                     

 

 
26 These would be “with him” – a circle of ever -present ones,  di f ferent from those who follow for a while  
27 See Mark 2:14 
28 (Job 19:8-20) .. .who attempted to get to him Mark 3:31-35.  See Acts 1:14 for their change of heart 
29 ( Matthew 12:30-32 ;  Mark 3:22-30;   Luke 12:10  ) See also John 8:48-51 
30 ( Isaiah 59:21 ) Those hearing this would be astonished – and relieved!  Knowing their  own dreadful sins for which the scribes would have 

condemned them –  but the scribes would hear , before the crowd, how their own particular sin was one which would not be forgiven.  ( Matthew 

12:30-32 ;  Luke 12:10  ) 1 s t John 5:16 However...  consider the punishment:  the na ture of a covenant was “If I  break this covenant,  let my end be 

as this animal that has been sacri ficed” –  then an animal was slaughtered.  Christ was executed by cruci fixion,  as a blasphemer,  and the new 

covenant was one of spirit rather than law.  This public execution would seem to show r e a l  in c e n t i v e  for not breaking the covenant 
31 Mark 3:21 
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↪ Who are my mother and my brothers? 

34.  – and having looked about upon those sitting around him in a circle, he said: 

See, my mother and my brothers!   35.  Whoever does the will of God, this one is my brother and sister and 

mother. 

4 
1.  And again he began to teach beside the sea, and a great crowd was gathered near him, so that he went 

aboard a boat and sat out on the sea, but all the crowd were beside the sea on the shore.   2.  So he began 

to teach them many things with illustrations and to say to them in his teaching: 

Illustration of the Sower and the Seed32 

 Jesus Christ ––––– great crowd 

⇒ 3.  Listen... 

Look!  The sower went out to sow. 

4.  And as he was sowing, some seed fell alongside the road, and the birds came and ate it up. 

5.  And other [seed] fell upon the rocky place where it, of course, did not have much soil, and it 

immediately sprang up because of not having depth of soil...   6.  but when the sun rose, it was 

scorched, and it withered because of not having root. 

7.  And other [seed] fell among the thorns, and the thorns came up and choked it, and it yielded no 

fruit. 

8.  But others fell upon the fine soil, and coming up and increasing they began to yield fruit, and they 

were bearing thirty-fold, and sixty and a hundred. 

9.  – so he added the word: 

Let him that has ears to listen, listen. 

10.  Now when he got to be alone, those around him with the twelve began questioning him on the 

illustrations.   11.  And he said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles and others with him alone 

⇒ The sacred secret of the kingdom of God has been given to YOU, but all things occur [only] in 

illustrations to those outside,    12.  in order that despite looking they may look and yet not see, and 

despite hearing they may hear and yet not understand,33 nor ever turn back and forgiveness be given 

them. 

13.  Further, he said to them: 

↪ [if] YOU do not know this illustration, how will YOU understand all the other illustrations? 

14.  The sower sows the word. 

15.  These, then, are the ones alongside the road where the word is sown:  as soon as they have heard 

it Satan comes and takes away the word that was sown in them. 

16.  – And likewise these are the ones sown upon the rocky places:  as soon as they have heard the 

word, they accept it with joy,   17.  yet they have no root in themselves, but they continue for a time;  

then as soon as tribulation or persecution arises because of the word, they are stumbled. 

18.  – There are still others who are sown among the thorns;  these are the ones that have heard the 

word   19.  but the anxieties of this era and the deceptive power of riches and the desires for the rest 

of the things make inroads and choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. 

20.  ...Finally, the ones that were sown on the fine soil are those who listen to the word and favourably 

receive it and bear fruit thirty-fold and sixty and a hundred. 

                                                     

 

 
32 ( Matthew 13:3-23 ;  Luke 8:4-15 ) 
33 Isaiah 6:9, 10 
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21.  And he went on to say to them: 

⇒ A light [-source: candle, lantern] is not brought so as to be put under a measuring basket or under a 

bed, is it?  It is brought to be put upon a lamp stand, is it not?   22.  For there is nothing hidden except for 

the purpose of being exposed;  nor any act in secret but for the purpose of coming into the open.    23.  

Whoever has ears to listen, let him listen. 

24.  He further said to them: 

⇒ Pay attention to what YOU are hearing.  With the measure that YOU are measuring out, YOU will 

have it measured out to YOU, yes, YOU will have more added to YOU.    25.  For he that has [given out to 

others] will have more given to him;  but he that has not, even what he has [owns] will be taken away 

from him. 

26.  So he went on to say: 

⇒ In this way the kingdom of God is just as when a man casts the seed upon the ground,    27.  and he sleeps 

at night and rises up by day, and the seed sprouts and grows tall – just how he does not know!   28.  

Spontaneously, the ground bears fruit – first the grass-blade, then the stalk head [the ear], finally the 

full grain in the head.   29.  But as soon as the fruit yields itself, he [the sower] thrusts in the sickle, because 

the harvest-time has come. 

30.  And he went on to say: 

⇒ With what are we to liken the kingdom of God, or in what way shall we exemplify it?   31.  Like a mustard 

grain, which at the time it was sown in the ground was the tiniest of all the seeds that are on the 

earth –   32.  but when it has been sown it grows...  and becomes greater than all other vegetables and 

produces great branches, so that the birds of the heaven are able to lodge under its shadow.34 

33.  – and with many such parables he would speak the word to them, as far as they were able to listen.   34.  

Indeed, he would not speak to them without a parable, but only to his disciples would he explain all things 

privately. 

35.  And on that day when evening had fallen, he said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles and close disciples 

⇒ Let us cross to the other shore. 

36.  So after they had dismissed the crowd, they took him in the boat just as he was, and there were other 

boats with him.   37.  Now a great violent windstorm broke out, and the waves kept dashing into the boat, so 

that the boat was close to being swamped.   38.  But he was in the stern, sleeping upon a pillow.  So they 

woke him up and said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles and close disciples in that boat 

⇐ Teacher, do you not care that we are about to perish? 

39.  – and having been woken he rebuked the wind and said to the sea: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– wind and sea 

≺ ‘Hush!  Be quiet!’ 

and the wind relaxed, and there was a great calm.35
   40.  So he said to them: 

↪ Why are YOU fainthearted?  Do YOU not yet have faith? 

41.  But they felt an unusual fear, and they would say to one another: 

 ––––––– apostles and close disciples 

↻ Who really is this?  Because even the wind and the sea obey him! 

                                                     

 

 
34 ( Ezekiel 17:23 ) Compare with the display of majesty in the account of Neb -u-chad-rez´zar’s dream Daniel 4:10-12 
35 See E-li´jah speaking to God –  1 s t Kings 19:11 & 12  
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5 
Jesus Cures Gentile Man of Legion36 

1.  Well, they got to the other side of the sea into the region of the Ger´a-senes ["a stranger drawing near"].   2.  And 

immediately upon getting out of the boat a man from among the memorial tombs under the power of an 

unclean spirit met him.   3.  His dwelling place was among the tombs, and up to that time absolutely nobody 

was able to bind him fast even with a chain,   4.  because he had often been bound with fetters and chains, 

but the chains had been torn apart and [even] the fetters smashed by him;  and nobody was able to subdue 

him.   5.  And continually, night and day, he was in the tombs and in the mountains, crying out and slashing 

himself with stones.   6.  But on catching sight of Jesus from a distance he ran and prostrated himself to him,   7.  

and crying out with a loud voice he said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– prominent spirit speaking for the unclean spirit in man by the memorial tombs 

↩ What have I to do with you, Jesus, son of the Most High God?  I put you under oath by God not to 

torment me.37 

8.  – for he had been telling it: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– unclean spirit in man by the memorial tombs 

≺ ‘Come out of the man, you unclean spirit.’ 

9.  ...but he began to ask him: 

↪ What is your name? 

and he said to him: 

↩ My name is ‘Legion’, because we are many. 

10.  and he entreated him many times not to send the spirits out of the country. 38 

11.  Now a great herd of swine was feeding there near the mountain.   12.  So they [the Legion] entreated him, 

saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– the unclean spirits en masse in man by the memorial tombs 

↩ Send us into the swine, that we may enter into them. 

13.  and he permitted them.  With that the unclean spirits came out and entered into the swine;  and the 

herd rushed over the precipice into the sea – about two thousand of them – and they were drowned in 

the sea.   14.  But their herders fled and reported it in the city and in the countryside, and [the people] came to 

see what had happened.   15.  So they came to Jesus, and they beheld the demon-possessed [man] sitting 

clothed and in his sound mind – this [man] that had had the Legion – and they grew fearful...   16.  (also, those 

who had seen it had related to them how this had happened to the demon-possessed [man] and about the 

swine)   17.  and so they started to entreat him to go away from their districts.39 

18.  Now as he was boarding the boat, the [man] that had been demon-possessed began entreating him that 

he might continue with him...   19.  but he did not permit him,40 but said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– cured, once-demon possessed man 

⇒ Go home to your relatives, and report to them all the things Jehovah has done for you and the mercy 

He had on you. 

                                                     

 

 
36 ( Matthew 8:28;  Luke 8:26-39 ) 
37 The unclean spir it exposing Jesus’ eventual future action – but that Jesus did not have authority to imprison it yet, and pressur ing him not to 

go beyond his present authority 
38 I t seems that the rest of the world was basically a chaotic place for the unclean spirits –  with the regions al located amongst themselves –  but 

that only in the Promised Land were they not given that freedom to divide up the land,  so these unclean spirits were expressing con cern that 

they would not be able to compete in the world  
39 2,000 head of swine was a lot for a farmer to lose!  However,  they seeme d more content to keep the prospect of demons in their  country 

rather than the man of God who could expel them! 
40 Jesus’ refusal to allow the eager man to follow him may be because he was not a Jew .  Jesus was sent to “none other than the lost sheep of 

Israel” , and the Ger´a-senes was the Eastern region of the Sea of Gal´i -lee, the Greek-dominated De-cap´o-lis evidently with pig farmers( !  )  

Further indication is that Jesus does not ask the man to show himsel f to the priests and make the appropriate offer ing ( as he had told lepers ) 

but simply tells him to “Go home to your relatives, and report what Jehovah has done for you”  
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20.  – and he went away and started to proclaim in the De-cap´o-lis all the things Jesus did for him, and all 

the people began to wonder. 

Jesus Cures Ja´i-rus’ Daughter and Woman with a Flow of Blood 
21.  After Jesus had crossed back again in the boat to the opposite shore a great crowd gathered together to 

him;  and he was beside the sea.   22.  Now one of the presiding officers of the synagogue – Ja´i-rus ["whom God 

enlightens"] by name – came, and on catching sight of him he fell at his feet   23.  and entreated him many times, 

saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Ja´i-rus, presiding officer of the (local) synagogue 

⇐ My little daughter is in an extreme state.  Would you please come and put your hands upon her that 

she may get well and live. 

24.  – at that he went off with him.  And a great crowd was following him and pressing against him. 

25.  ...Now there was a woman subject to a flow of blood twelve years,   26.  and she had been under 

many physicians and had spent all her resources and had not been benefited, but rather had got 

worse.   27.  Having heard the things about Jesus, she came in the crowd behind [him] and touched his 

outer garment,   28.  for she kept saying: 

 ––––– seriously ill woman 

↻ ‘If I touch just his outer garments I shall get well.’ 

29.  and immediately her fountain of blood dried up, and she sensed in her body that she had been 

healed of the grievous sickness. 

30.  ...immediately also Jesus – recognising in himself that power had gone out of him – turned about in the 

crowd and began to say: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– 

⇒ Who touched my outer garments?41 

31.  But his disciples began to say to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles 

↩ You can see that the crowd is pressing in upon you, and yet do you ask: 

‘Who touched me?’   ? 

32.  – however he was looking around to see her that had done this.   33.  But the woman – trembling, having 

been frightened, and knowing what had happened to her – came and fell down before him and told him 

the whole truth.   34.  He said to her: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– seriously ill woman 

⇒ Daughter, your faith has made you well.42  Go in peace, and be in good health from your grievous 

sickness. 

35.  While he was yet speaking, some men from the home of the presiding officer of the synagogue came 

and said: 

 men local to Ja´i-rus home ––––– Ja´i-rus, presiding officer of the (possibly local, not Jerusalem) synagogue 

⇒ Your daughter died!  Why bother the teacher any longer...? 

36.  but Jesus, overhearing the word being spoken, said to the presiding officer of the synagogue: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Ja´i-rus, presiding officer 

⇒ Have no fear, just exercise faith. 

37.  Now he did not let anyone follow along with him except Peter and James and John the brother of 

                                                     

 

 
41 2nd Kings 4:27 
42 The woman was frightened – and impoverished after spending all her money on doctors – and might have felt she was steal ing a cure from 

Jesus;  but he assured her that her fa ith was the best currency she could have!  
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James. 

38.  So they came to the house of the presiding officer of the synagogue, and he beheld a disturbance and 

those sobbing and wailing,   39.  and, after stepping in, he said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– mourners 

⇒ Why are YOU making this commotion and sobbing?  The young child has not died, but is sleeping. 

40.  At this they began to laugh scornfully at him.  But, having put them all out, he took along the young 

child’s father and mother and those [three apostles] with him, and he went in where the young child was.   41.  

And taking the hand of the young child he said to her: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– daughter of Ja´i-rus, presiding officer 

⇒ Tal´i-tha...  cu´mi, 

which is translated as: 

‘I tell you maiden:  get up!’ 

42.  and immediately the maiden rose and began walking, for she was twelve years old.  And immediately 

they [her parents] were beside themselves with great ecstasy.   43.  But he ordered them again and again that no 

one should learn of this, and he said that something should be given her to eat. 

6 
1.  And he departed from there and came into his home territory, and his disciples were following with him.   

2.  When it became Sabbath, he started teaching in the synagogue;  and the greater number of those 

listening were astounded and said: 

 ––––– grumbling people in the local synagogue 

↻ Where did this man get these things?43  And why should this wisdom have been given to this man, and 

such powerful works be performed through his hands?   3.  This is the carpenter the son of Mary and the 

brother of James and Joseph and Judas44 and Simon, is it not?  And his sisters are here with us, are 

they not? 

– so they began to stumble at him.   4.  But Jesus went on to say to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– grumbling people in the local synagogue 

↪ A prophet is not un-honoured except in his home territory and among his relatives and in his own 

house. 

5.  so he was able to do no powerful work there except to lay his hands upon a few sickly ones and cure 

them;   6.  indeed, he wondered at their lack of faith!  So he went round about to the villages,45 teaching. 

7.  Now he summoned the twelve, and he initiated sending them out two by two, and he gave them 

authority over the unclean spirits.   8.  Also, he gave them orders to carry nothing for the trip except a staff 

alone – no bread, no food pouch, no copper money in their girdle purses –   9.  but to bind on sandals and 

not to wear two undergarments.   10.  Further, he said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles 

⇒ Wherever YOU enter into a home, stay there [as a base] until YOU go out of that place [city].   11.  And 

wherever a place will not receive YOU nor hear YOU, on going out from there shake off the dirt that is 

beneath YOUR feet for a witness to them. 

12.  So they set out and preached in order that people might repent;   13.  and they would expel many demons 

and grease many sickly people with oil and cure them. 

14.  Now it got to the ears of King Herod – for his [Jesus’] name had became public, and people were saying: 

                                                     

 

 
43 ( Matthew 13:54-55 ;  John 6:42 ) 1s t Samuel 10:11-12 
44 Consider Jude 1:1 
45 The villages would not have a synagogue – there would be no aloof and sel f -protecting centre in those smaller places, less attitude, and a 

greater welcome 
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 people in Gal´i-lee ––––– 

⇒ John the Baptist has been raised from the dead!  and on that account the powerful works are 

operating in him. 

15.  – but others were saying: 

 other people ––––– 

≺ It is E-li´jah. 

– still others were saying: 

 still other people ––––– 

≺ It is a prophet like one of the prophets. 

16.  – but when Herod heard it he began to say: 

 King Herod ––––– 

↻ The John that I beheaded has been raised up! 

...the Slaying of John the Baptist 
17.  ...for Herod himself had sent out and arrested John and bound him in prison on account of He-

ro´di-as – the wife of Philip, his [still living] brother! because he had married her –   18.  for John had 

repeatedly said to Herod: 

 King Herod ––––– John the Baptist 

≻ ‘It is not lawful for you to have the wife of your [living] brother.’46 

19.  But He-ro´di-as was nursing a grudge against him and wanted to kill him, but could not   20.  because 

Herod stood in fear of John, knowing him to be a righteous and Holy man;  and he was keeping him 

safe.  And after hearing him he simply did not know what to do, but continued to hear him gladly... 

21.  ...But a convenient day came along when Herod spread an evening meal on his birthday for his top-

ranking men and the military commanders and the foremost ones of Gal´i-lee.   22.  And the daughter of 

this very He-ro´di-as came in and danced and pleased Herod and those reclining with him.  The king 

said to the maiden: 

 King Herod ––––– Sa-lo´me, daughter of He-ro´di-as 

⇒ Ask me for whatever you want, and I will give it to you. 

23.  – yes, he swore an oath to her: 

Whatever you ask me for, I will give it to you, up to half my kingdom. 

24.  And she went out and said to her mother: 

 He-ro´di-as ––––– Sa-lo´me 

⇐ ‘What should I ask for?’ 

she said: 

↪ ‘The head of John the Baptizer.’ 

25.  – immediately she went in with haste to the king and made her request, saying: 

↩ I want you to give me right away on a platter the head of John the Baptist. 

26.  Although he became deeply grieved, the king was unwilling to refuse her in view of the oaths and 

those reclining at the table.   27.  So the king immediately dispatched a body guardsman and commanded 

him to bring his head.  And going out he beheaded him in the prison   28.  and brought his head on a 

platter, and he gave it to the maiden, and the maiden gave it to her mother. 

                                                     

 

 
46 Matthew 14:3-4 ;  Luke 3:19;  appropriate – that by Law Leviticus 20:21 Herod An´ti -pas should be condemned to die childless – since he had 

turned a blind eye to his father’s slaughter of the innocent Matthew 2:16-18 
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29.  When his disciples heard of it they came and took up his corpse and laid it in a memorial tomb. 

Feeding the 5,00047 
30.  And the apostles gathered together before Jesus and reported to him all the things they had done and 

taught.   31.  And he said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles 

⇒ COME, YOU yourselves, privately into an isolated place and rest up for a while. 

– for there were many coming and going, but they [his apostles] had no opportunity even to eat a meal –   32.  so 

off they went in the boat to an isolated place to themselves.   33.  But people saw them going and many got 

to know it, and they ran there together on foot from all the cities and got there ahead of them.   34.  Well, 

on getting out, he saw a great crowd, but he was moved with pity toward them because they were as 

sheep without a shepherd,48 and he started to teach them many things. 

35.  Now the hour was already late, and his disciples came up to him and began to say: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles 

⇐ The place is isolated, and the hour is late now.   36.  Send them away, so that they may go off into the 

countryside and villages round about and buy themselves something to eat. 

37.  – in reply he said to them: 

↪ YOU give them something to eat. 

At this they said to him: 

↩ Shall we go off and buy two hundred de-nar´i-i worth of loaves and give [them] to the people to eat? 

38.  – he said to them: 

↪ How many loaves have YOU?  Go and see! 

– after finding out, they said: 

↩ Five, besides two fish. 

39.  And he instructed them to make all the people recline in groups on the green grass,   40.  so they lay 

themselves down in groups of hundreds and of fifties.   41.  Taking now the five loaves and the two fish he 

looked up to heaven and said a blessing, and broke up the loaves49 and began giving them to the disciples, 

that these might place them before the people;  and he divided up the two fish for all.   42.  So they all ate and 

were satisfied;   43.  and they took up twelve baskets full of fragments [of bread] – aside from the fish.   44.  

Furthermore, those who ate of the loaves were five thousand men.50 

45.  And without delay he compelled his disciples to board the boat and go on ahead to the opposite shore 

toward Beth-sa´i-da, while he himself dismissed the crowd,   46.  and after having taken leave of them he went 

off into a mountain51 to pray. 

Jesus Walks on Water, Calms Sea52 
47.  Evening having now fallen, the boat was in the midst of the sea, but he was alone on the land.    48.  And 

when he saw them being pushed to the limit in their rowing – for the wind was against them – he came 

toward them, at about the fourth watch of the night, walking on the sea;  and he wanted to approach 

them,   49.  but on catching sight of him walking on the sea they thought that it was an apparition and they 

cried aloud!  –   50.  for they all saw him and were troubled.  But immediately he spoke with them, and he 

said to them: 

                                                     

 

 
47 ( Matthew 14:14 ;  Luke 9:10 ;  John 6:1-13 ) ( ( Matthew 15:29-38 ;  Mark 8:1-9 ) ) 
48 Numbers 27:17 ;  1 st Kings 22:17 ;  Isaiah 53:6 ;  compare Nahum 3:18;  ( Matthew 9:36;   John 10:1-30 ) 
49 Breaking food for those who revere God Psalm 111:5 ;  this would test h is disciples, since they themselves had not had chance to eat a meal 

Mark 6:31 –  yet Jesus was giving THEIR food to perfect strangers.  Yet by giving,  they received fa r far more! 
50 See 2nd Kings 4:42-44;   Exodus 16:23 
51 Likely the mountain of Ti -be´ri -as, near the coast of SSW Gal´i -lee 
52 Matthew 14:22-34; Mark 6:47-52 Despite his miracles, the disciples must have felt beyond help when in a boat far from land… and would be 

amazed at how Jesus could help them even when isolated  
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 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles 

↪ Take courage, it is I;  have no fear. 

51.  and he got up into the boat with them, and he soothed the wind.  And they were exceedingly amazed 

within themselves,   52.  for they had not grasped the meaning of the loaves, because their hearts had 

remained hardened.53 

53.  And when they got across to land, they came into Gen-nes´a-ret and moored the ship at the shore.   54.  

But as soon as they got out of their boat, people immediately recognised him,   55.  and they ran around all 

that region and started to carry the sick on mattresses to where they heard he was.   56.  And wherever he 

would enter into villages or cities or countryside they would place the sick ones in the marketplaces, and 

they would plead with him that they might touch just the fringe of his outer garment – and as many as did 

touch it were made well! 

7 
1.  Now the Pharisees and some of the scribes that had come from Jerusalem gathered about him.   2.  And 

when they saw some of his disciples eat their meal with defiled hands – that is, unwashed ones... 

3.  ...for the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they wash their hands diligently [up to the elbow], 

holding fast the tradition of the elders,54
   4.  and when back from market they do not eat unless they 

cleanse [purify] themselves,55 and there are many other traditions that they have received to hold fast 

to – baptisms of cups and pitchers and copper vessels... 

5.  ...then these Pharisees and scribes asked him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Pharisees and scribes from Jerusalem 

⇐ Why is it your disciples do not conduct themselves according to the tradition of the elders, but they 

take their meal with defiled hands? 

6.  He said to them: 

↪ Isaiah aptly prophesied about YOU hypocrites, just as it is written:  

This people honour Me with their lips, but their heart is removed far from Me.   7.  They worship 

Me in vain, because they teach commands of men as [Divine] doctrines. 

 Isaiah 29:13 
 Almighty God ––––––– Jerusalem and its people 

8.  Having dismissed the commandment of God, YOU hold fast the tradition of men. 

9.  Further, he went on to say to them: 

⇒ YOU conveniently set aside the commandment of God in order to retain YOUR tradition.   10.  For 

example, Moses said: 

‘Honour your father and your mother’ 

 Exodus 20:12 
 Almighty God (through Moses) ––––––– exiles from Egypt 

and 

‘Let him that reviles father or mother end up in death.’ 

 Exodus 21:17 
Almighty God (through Moses) ––––––– exiles from Egypt 

                                                     

 

 
53 This is very revealing.  Even though 5 ,000 men were fed and the apostles gained 12 baskets of leftovers, their hearts were so  hardened that 

they seemed to imagine the leftovers were from bread which the crowd had with them –  only the crowd saw it as a miracle!  I t was only when 

he walked on water that the apostles realised the great joy which their hardened hearts had prevented them from exper iencing 
54 …men of the San´he -drin , or men in eli te Holy service 
55 Seemingly by spr inkling water set for the priests in service at the HOLY place by the Law of Moses,  but adopted by some ordin ary people in 

ordinary li fe – see Hebrews 9:9-11 
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11.  – but YOU men say: 

 Pharisees and scribes ––––– 

≺ ‘If a man says to his father or his mother:’ 

≺ ‘Whatever I have by which you may get benefit from me is a corban56’... 

( sotvoc – that is a gift [dedicated to God] ) 

–   12.  then YOU men no longer let him do a single thing for his father or his mother,   13.  and thus YOU make 

the word of God invalid by “YOUR tradition” which YOU handed down.  And YOU do many things similar 

to this. 

14.  So, calling the crowd to him again, he proceeded to say to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– crowd nearby 

⇒ Listen to me, all of YOU, and understand: 

15.  There is nothing from outside a man that passes into him that can defile him, but the things that 

issue forth from a man are the things that defile a man. 

16.  – – 57 

17.  Now when he had entered a house away from the crowd, his disciples began to question him respecting 

the illustration.   18.  So he said to them: 

Are YOU also without perception like them?  Are YOU not aware that nothing from outside that passes 

into a man can defile him,   17.  since it passes, not into [his] heart, but into [his] intestines, and it passes out 

into the sewer? 

– thus he declared all foods58 clean.   20.  Further, he said: 

That which issues forth out of a man is what defiles a man;   21.  for from within the heart of men come 

forth injurious reasonings:  fornications, thieveries, murders, adulteries,   22.  covetings, acts of wickedness, 

deceit, loose conduct, an envious eye, hurtfulness, blasphemy, haughtiness, unreasonableness.   23.  All these 

wicked things issue forth from within and defile a man. 

Heals Phoe-ni´cian Woman’s Daughter59 
24.  From there he rose up and went into the regions of Tyre and Si´don, and having entered into a house 

he did not want anyone to get to know it.  Yet...  he could not escape notice;   25.  but immediately – having 

heard about him – a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit came and prostrated herself at his 

feet.   26.  The woman was a Grecian – a Sy-ro-Phoe-ni´cian ["exalted palm"] nationally – and she kept asking that 

he expel the demon from her daughter.   27.  But he began by saying to her: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Grecian (Sy-ro-Phoe-ni´cian) woman 

⇒ First let the children be satisfied,60 for it is not right to take the bread of the children and throw it to 

the puppies [little dogs]. 61 

28.  In reply, however, she said to him: 

↩ Yes, sir, and yet the puppies underneath the table eat of the crumbs from the little children. 62 

29.  At that he said to her: 

                                                     

 

 
56 Proverbs 28:24 .  Jesus’ condemnation was a dangerous thing to say to the relig ious leaders.  These leaders would be aware that what they were 

doing was not part of the law, and had the potentia l to defraud .  For example, a man with money or valuable things – who did not want to give it 

to his parents – could have it declared as corban  by relig ious leaders and his parents could not complain ;  then he could spli t the money with 

those leaders,  rather than give it to his parents 
57 Some translations insert:  “If any man have ears to hear, let him hear.”  
58 This does not permit food known to violate conscience –  such as foods sacr ificed to idols which may stumble a fel low brother.  While the food 

itsel f does not defile,  the act of eating might do so 
59 Matthew 15:21-28 
60 Not an insult, but Jesus was there for Jews in the region and wanted his ministry to be unhindered by the populace ( non -Jews ) 
61 Compare with Laz´a -rus Luke 16:18-31 – a Jew – who did not get the crumbs from the rich man’s table,  but the dogs wer e nearby to get them 

and licked his wounds 
62 This Grecian woman shows her Greek method reasoning while evidently having her Jewish -oriented faith in God 
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↪ Because of saying this, go;  the demon has gone out of your daughter. 

30.  – and going to her home she found the young child lying on the bed and the demon gone out. 

31.  Now coming back out of the regions of Tyre he went through Si´don to the sea of Gal´i-lee [and] up 

through the midst of the regions of De-cap´o-lis.   32.  Here they brought him a man deaf and with a speech 

impediment, and they entreated him to lay his hand upon him.   33.  And taking him away from the crowd 

privately he put his fingers into the man’s ears, and after spitting, he touched his tongue...   34.  and looking up 

into heaven he sighed deeply and said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– (toward ears and mouth of the) deaf and mute man 

⇒ ‘Eph´pha-tha’, 

– that is, 

‘Be opened.’ 

35.  Well, his hearing powers were opened, and the impediment of his tongue was loosed, and he began 

speaking normally.   36.  With that he instructed them [the people who brought him to Jesus] that they should not tell 

anyone;  but the more he would charge them, the more abundantly they would proclaim it.   37.  Indeed, they 

were being astounded beyond measure and they said: 

 private crowd of people ––––– 

≺ He has done all things well.  He even makes the deaf hear and the speechless speak. 

Feeds 4,00063 

8 
1.  In those days, when there was again a big crowd and as they [the crowd] had nothing to eat, he summoned 

the disciples and said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles (and other disciples?) 

⇒ 2.  I feel pity for the crowd, because they have already stayed near me for three days and they have 

nothing to eat;   3.  and if I should send them off to their homes fasting, they will give out on the road.  

Indeed, some of them have come from far away.64 

4.  but his disciples answered him: 

↩ From where will anybody here in this isolated place be able to satisfy these people with loaves? 

5.  Still he went on to ask them: 

↪ How many loaves have YOU? 

they said: 

↩ Seven. 

6.  And he instructed the crowd to recline on the ground, and he took the seven loaves, gave thanks, broke 

them,65 and began to give them to his disciples to serve, and they served them to the crowd.    7.  They also 

had a few small fish;  and, having blessed these, he ordered these to be set before them.   8.  Accordingly 

they ate and were satisfied, and they took up surpluses of fragments – seven provision baskets full!  –   9.  yet 

there were about four thousand [men].  Finally he sent them away.66 

10.  And immediately he boarded the boat with his disciples and came into the parts of Dal-ma-nu´tha ["slow 

firebrand"].67
   11.  Here the Pharisees came out and started disputing with him, testing him by seeking from him 

                                                     

 

 
63 ( Matthew 15:29-38 ) ( ( Matthew 14:14-20 ;  Mark 6:30-43;   Luke 9:10-17;  John 6:1-13 ) ) 
64 When feeding the 5 ,000, the disciples were themselves hungry,  and Jesus’ lesson – to give first, and then you wil l receive –  was lost on them 

Mark 6:52.   This time he explains the plight of the crowd, in order to appeal to the hearts of the disciples  
65 Breaking food for those who revere God Psalm 111:5 
66 2nd Kings 4:42-43 
67 Perhaps “Mag´a -dan” 
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a sign from heaven.68
   12.  So he groaned deeply with his spirit, and said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Pharisees 

↪ Why does this generation seek a sign?  Truly I say: 

“No sign will be given to this generation.” 

13.  – with that he left them, got aboard again, and went off to the opposite shore. 

14.  As it was, they forgot to take loaves along, and except for one loaf they had nothing with them in the 

boat.   15.  And he began to order them expressly and say: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles 

⇒ Keep YOUR eyes open, look out for the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod. 

16.  so they went deliberating with [blaming] one another because they had “no loaves”.69
   17.  Noting this, he said 

to them: 

Why do YOU argue over your having “no loaves”?  Do YOU not yet perceive nor get the meaning?  Have 

YOU hardened YOUR hearts? 

18.  Though having eyes, do YOU not see;  and though having ears, do YOU not hear? 

 Isaiah 44:18 (paraphrased) 

and do YOU not remember?   19.  When I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how many hand-

baskets full of fragments did YOU take up? 

they said to him: 

↩ Twelve. 

↪ 20.  ...when I broke the seven for the four thousand, how many provision baskets full of fragments did 

YOU take up? 

and they said to him: 

↩ Seven. 

21.  With that he said to them: 

↪ Do YOU not yet link them [the giving and consequent receiving] together? 

Blind man of Beth-sa´i-da 
22.  Now they put in at Beth-sa´i-da.  Here people brought him70 a blind man, and they entreated him to 

touch him.   23.  And he took the blind man by the hand, brought him outside the village, and, having spit 

upon his eyes, he laid his hands upon him and began to ask him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– blind man at Beth-sa´i-da 

⇒ Do you see anything? 

24.  and looking up the man said: 

↩ I see the people, but I see them as trees walking about. 

25.  then he laid his hands again upon the man’s eyes, and the man saw clearly, and he was restored, and he 

saw everything distinctly.   26.  So he sent him off home, saying: 

↪ ...but do not enter into the village.71 

                                                     

 

 
68 Dal-ma-nu´tha –  “slow firebrand” –  might imply that they wanted to see the same as E -l i´jah produced when he chal lenged the Ba´als 1 s t Kings 

18:17-40.  Those who followed the priests of Ba´al repented at that time, but there will be no such sign to bring their  reprieve in J esus’ time 
69 They took this as a warning that the bread was pol luted and planted there by the Pharisees in order to make them disreputable – meaning 

effectively,  that they had no loaves at -all .  But the bread was fine, and Jesus was referring to the Pharisaic teaching  
70 Treating Jesus as someone who travels around fixing things – br inging a blind man, just so they could see a miracle – but did not want to see 

him as a prophet or teacher 
71 The vil lage was not worthy of seeing the result of Jesus’ healing, so the man was asked to skirt outside t he village to get to his own home 
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27.  Jesus went forth with his disciples into the villages of Caes-a-re´a Phi-lip´pi, and on the way he 

questioned his disciples, saying to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles 

⇒ Who are men declaring me to be? 

28.  they replied to him: 

↩ Some say ‘John the Baptist’, and others, ‘E-li´jah’;  still others, ‘one of the prophets’. 

29.  – then he put the question to them: 

↪ YOU, though, who do YOU say I am? 

in answer Peter said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostle Peter 

↩ You are the Christ. 

30.  At that he strictly charged them not to tell anyone about him. 

Peter Rebukes Jesus – Jesus Rebukes him72 
31.  Then he started teaching them that the Son of man must undergo many sufferings and be rejected by 

the older men and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and rise three days later.   32.  Indeed, he 

made that statement with outspokenness...  but Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.   33.  He 
[Jesus] turned, looked at his disciples and rebuked Peter, and said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostle Peter 

⇒ Get behind me, Satan, because your thoughts are not of the things of God, but the things of men. 73 

34.  He now called the crowd to him with his disciples and said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles, disciples and crowd nearby 

⇒ If anyone wants to come after me, let him disown himself and pick up his torture stake74 and follow 

me continually –   35.  for whoever wants to save his soul will lose it;  but whoever loses his soul for the 

sake of me and the good news will save it.    36.  Really, of what benefit is it for a man to gain the whole 

world and to forfeit his soul?    37.  What, really, would a man give in exchange for his soul?    38.  For whoever 

might become ashamed of me and my words75 in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of man 

will also be ashamed of him when he arrives in the glory of his Father with the Holy angels. 

9 
1.  Furthermore, he went on to say to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles, disciples and crowd nearby 

↪ Truly I say to YOU:  there are some of those standing here that will not taste death until they see the 

kingdom of God already come with power.76 

Transfiguration77 
2.  Then six days later Jesus took Peter and James and John along, and brought them up into a lofty 

                                                     

 

 
72 ( Matthew 16:21-28 ) see Mark 9:31-32 
73 ( Matthew 16:23;  Mark 8:33 ) ( See Ecclesiastes 8:8 for the ser iousness of the manipulation of Peter to say this. )  Feel Peter’s pain – just 

acknowledged by God’s spirit that Jesus was the Christ,  yet now wants him to fi t with an earthly future – he wanted this to be the start of a 

great change for the better in his own l ife ( see v 35 ) – perhaps thinking of Jesus as king and the apostles as royal  prin ces!  Yet he was forgiven 

and brought back.   Compare with Judas and what Jesus would have felt for him John 13:25-27 
74 ( Matthew 10:37;  Matthew 16:24;  Mark 8:34 ;  Luke 9:23 ) John 19:17 – his followers should expect and not contend with actual execution as 

a consequence of following him.  See Jeremiah 27:12 
75 Deuteronomy 18:18 
76 The overthrow of the traditionalist – anti-Christian – system by the Romans, just as Neb -u-chad-rez´zar’s brutal assault on Jerusalem was also 

God’s purpose in action.  Like Nic -o-de´mus, Peter – whom Jesus had rebuked – wanted to see that power flow out of Jesus to make Israel great,  

however the power was to show itsel f in the clear ing of the threshing floor as prophesied by John the Baptist Luke 3:17 
77 ( Matthew 17:1-5;  Luke 9:28-34 ) see Genesis 22:3 ;  Revelation 11:1-3 



 

 

 Mark Page 89 of 242 
 

mountain78 [Mt.  Her´mon?  “consecrated”] to be alone by themselves.  And he was transfigured before them –   3.  his 

outer garments became glistening, far whiter than any washer of clothes on earth could whiten them79 –   4.  

and E-li´jah with Moses appeared to them, and they were conversing with Jesus.80
   5.  And responsively Peter 

said to Jesus: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostle Peter 

⇐ Rabbi, it is great for us to be here!  so let us erect three tents – one for you and one for Moses and 

one for E-li´jah. 

6.  – in fact, he did not know what response he should make, for they were quite afraid.   7.  Then a cloud 

formed, overshadowing them,81 and a voice came out of the cloud: 

 Almighty God ––––– apostles Peter, James and John 

⇒ This is My Son, the beloved.  LISTEN to him. 

8.  – and suddenly they looked around and saw no one with them any longer, except Jesus alone. 

9.  As they were coming down out of the mountain, he expressly ordered them not to relate to anybody 

what they saw, until after the Son of man had risen from the dead.   10.  And they took the word to heart, 

but discussed among themselves what this “...rising from the dead” meant.   11.  And they began to question 

him, saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles Peter, James and John 

⇐ Why do the scribes say that E-li´jah must come first? 

12.  He said to them: 

E-li´jah does come first and restores...  all things; 

 Malachi 4:5 (paraphrased) 

but how is it that it is written respecting the Son of man that he must undergo many sufferings and be 

treated with contempt?82
   13.  Nevertheless, I tell YOU that E-li´jah has come, and they did to him whatever 

they wanted, just as it is written respecting him.83 

14.  When, now, they came toward the other disciples, they noticed a great crowd about them – and scribes 

disputing with them.   15.  But as soon as all the crowd caught sight of him they were amazed,84 and running 

up to him they greeted him.   16.  And he asked them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– crowd disputing with the scribes 

⇒ What are YOU disputing with them? 

17.  and one of the crowd answered him: 

↩ Teacher, I brought my son to [be before] you because he has a speechless spirit –   18.  and wherever it 

seizes him it dashes him to the ground, and he foams and grinds his teeth and loses his strength – 

and I told your disciples to expel it, but they were not capable! 

19.  In response he said to them: 

                                                     

 

 
78 Mark –  written first –  gives no location evidence, unl ike Matthew – perhaps because the 12 journeyed with Jesus, and others such as Mark did 

not.  Matthew points to a mountain near Caes -a-re´a Phi-lip´pi, and Luke somewhere within 8 days of Beth -sa´i -da.  I t is possibly Mt. Her´mon – 

meaning sanctuary, consecrated – some 25 miles NNE from Caes-a-re´a Phi -lip´pi, and the only l o f t y  mountain in the region ( about as high as 

Mt. Si´nai ) 
79 Compare Malachi 3:2 
80 These two also had spent 40 days and night in the wi lderness and had travel led to  Mt.  Sinai  to commune with God Exodus 24:18 ;  Exodus 34:28;  

and 1s t Kings 19  . Now all three are together on the Consecrated Mountain  
81 Revelation 11:12 
82 Jesus is making them think of what will happen, more than the academic interest in analysing the  scriptures.  Psalm 22:6-7 ;  Isaiah 53:3 – which 

also gives the answer to Jesus’ question 
83 John did not succeed in bringing the heart of the Jewish queen He -ro´di -as back to God, but instead she had him killed and so brought God’s 

curse on the land Malachi 4:5-6 
84 The “amazement” might be because of the location - Mt.  Her´mon, some 25 miles NNE from Caes-a-re´a Phi-lip´pi,  the wrong side of the 

Jordan and a long way away from the territory which Jesus had walked before – and the crowd would not have expected to see him 
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 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples 

↪ O faithless generation,85 how long must I continue with YOU?  How long must I put up with 

YOU?  BRING him to me. 

20.  – so they brought him to him, but at the sight of him the spirit immediately threw him [the child] into 

convulsions, and falling to the ground he rolled about, foaming.   21.  And he [Jesus] asked his father: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– father of sick boy 

⇒ How long has this been happening to him? 

He said: 

↩ From childhood on;   22.  and time and again it will throw him both into the fire and into the water to 

destroy him.  But if you can do anything, have pity on us and help us. 

23.  Jesus said to him: 

↪ ... 

‘If you can’ 

Why, all things are possible to one who has faith. 

24.  – immediately crying out, the father of the young child said: 

↩ I have faith!  Help me out where I need faith! 

25.  Jesus, now noticing that a crowd was quickly gathering upon [them], rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to 

it: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– unclean spirit in the sick boy 

⇒ You speechless and deaf spirit, I order you:  get out of him and enter into him no more. 

26.  and after crying out and throwing him through many convulsions it got out;  and he became as dead, so 

that the greater number of them were saying that he was dead –   27.  but Jesus took him by the hand and 

roused him and he stood up.   28.  So after he entered into a house his disciples began to ask him privately: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples 

⇐ Why could we not expel it? 

29.  and he said to them: 

↪ This kind cannot get out by anything except by prayer.86 

Jesus in Heart of the Earth for 3 Days and Nights87 
30.  Having departed from there they went their way through Gal´i-lee, but he did not want anyone to get 

to know it,   31.  for he was teaching his disciples and telling them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles 

⇒ The Son of man is to be delivered into men’s hands and they will kill him, but, despite being killed he 

will rise three days’ later. 

32.  – however they did not understand the statement, and they were afraid88 to question him. 

33.  Then they came into Ca-per´na-um.  Now when he was inside the house he asked them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles 

⇒ What were YOU reasoning about on the road? 

                                                     

 

 
85 Likely disciples ( perhaps some of the future 70 rather than of the 12 Luke 10:1 ) – but showy, for sel f -aggrandisement – rather than the 

apostles ( Matthew 17:17 ;  Mark 9:19;  Luke 9:41 ) Deuteronomy 32:5 .  This discourse echoes Psalm 12, where David calls for help amidst a 

generation without faith and loyalty 
86 Jesus is emphasising that the apostles are not praying enough  
87 ( Matthew 12:38-40 ;  Mark 9:31 ;  Mark 10:34 ) 1 s t Samuel 20:19 
88 Afraid of Jesus’ rebuke, as given to Peter previously Mark 8:31-38 
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34.  – they kept silent, for on the road they had argued among themselves as to who was the greatest.    35.  So 

he sat down and called the twelve and said to them: 

If anyone wants to be first, he must be last of all and servant of all... 

36.  and he took a young child, stood it in their midst and taking it in his arms he said to them: 

⇒ 37.  Whoever receives one of such young children on the basis of my name, receives me;  and whoever 

receives me, receives not me only but Him that sent me forth. 

38.  John said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostle John 

⇐ Teacher, we saw a certain man expelling demons by the use of your name and we tried to prevent 

him, because he was not following us. 

39.  but Jesus replied: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostle John and to all the other apostles 

↪ Do not FORBID him, for there is no one that will do a powerful work on the basis of my name that 

will readily speak evil of me;    40.  for whoever is not against us is for us –   41.  for whoever might give YOU 

a cup of water to drink on the ground that YOU belong to Christ, I truly tell YOU he will by no means 

lose his reward. 

42.  But whoever stumbles one of these little ones that believe, it would be better for him if a millstone – 

such as is turned by an ass89 – were put around his neck and he were pitched into the sea. 

Pay Attention to Salt90 
43.  And if ever your hand makes you stumble, cut it off;  it is finer for you to enter into life maimed than 

go off into Ge-hen´na with two hands, into the fire that cannot be put out.   44.  – –91
   45.  And if your foot 

makes you stumble, cut it off;  it is finer for you to enter into life lame than to be pitched into Ge-hen´na 

with two feet.   46.  – –   47.  And if your eye makes you stumble, throw it away;  it is finer for you to enter one-

eyed into the kingdom of God than to be pitched into Ge-hen´na with two eyes, 

48.  “...where their maggot does not die and the fire is not put out.” 

 Isaiah 66:24 

49.  for everyone must be salted [seasoned, flavoured] with fire.   50.  Salt is fine;  but if ever the salt become 

insipid, with what will YOU season it itself?  Have salt in yourselves, and keep peace between one 

another. 

10 
1.  On rising from there he came to the frontiers of Ju-de´a and across the Jordan, and again crowds 

assembled to him, and as he was accustomed to do he again went teaching them.   2.  Pharisees now 

approached and, testing him, began asking him whether it was lawful for a man to divorce a wife.92
   3.  In 

answer he said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Pharisees 

⇒ What did Moses command YOU? 

4.  They replied: 

↩ Moses allowed the writing of a certificate of divorce and to dismiss her. 

5.  – but Jesus said to them: 

↪ He wrote YOU this injunction out of regard for YOUR hard-heartedness.   6.  However, from the beginning 

                                                     

 

 
89 A massive stone, about 4’6”  in diameter 
90 Reference to the Holy things given to the priesthood, distorted over the years into insipid and unholy doctrine Numbers 18:19  ( Matthew 5:13 ;  

Luke 14:33-35 ) In this instance, Jesus tells people to condemn badness when it ar ises in themselves, in order to make sure they progress w ell 
91 Some translations repeat verse 48 here and also at verse 46 
92 This was not a question on divorce, but an attempt to divide the crowd – many of whom were women – and cause a disturbance 
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of creation... 

...He made them male and female.   7.  On this account a man will leave his father and mother,   

8.  and the two will be one flesh 

 Genesis 1:27;  2:24 

...so that they are no longer two, but one flesh.   9.  Therefore let no man separate what God has yoked 

together. 

10.  When he had returned to the house, the disciples began to question him concerning this same thing...   11.  

and he said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles 

⇒ Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her,    12.  and if ever a woman 

marries another after divorcing her husband, she commits adultery. 

13.  Now people began bringing young children to him that he might touch them, but the disciples 

reprimanded them.   14.  At seeing this Jesus was indignant and said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles (and other disciples?) 

⇒ Let the young children come to me;  do not try to stop them, for indeed the kingdom of God belongs 

to suchlike ones.   15.  Truly I say to YOU:  Whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a young 

child will by no means enter into it. 

16.  and having taken the children into his arms he blessed them, laying his hands upon them. 

Rich Young Man (Ruler??) Asks About Gaining Everlasting Life93 
17.  And as he was going out on his way, a certain man ran up and fell upon his knees before him and put the 

question to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– man full of admiration and desire to improve 

⇐ Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit everlasting life? 

18.  Jesus said to him: 

↪ Why do you call me ‘good’?  Nobody is good, except One:  God.    19.  You know the commandments, 

‘Do not murder,’ 

‘Do not commit adultery,’ 

‘Do not steal,’ 

‘Do not bear false witness,’ 

‘Do not defraud,’ 

‘Honour your father and mother’ 

 Exodus 20:13-17, 12 
 Almighty God ––––––– Moses (and all Israel) 

20.  The man said to him: 

↩ Teacher, I have kept all these things from my youth on. 

21.  Jesus looked upon him and felt love for him and said to him: 

↪ One thing is missing about you:  Go, sell what things you have and give to the poor, and you will have 

treasure in heaven, and come and follow me.94 

22.  ...but he grew sad at the saying and went off grieved, for he was holding many possessions. 

23.  After looking around Jesus said to his disciples: 

                                                     

 

 
93 ( Matthew 19:15 ;  Luke 18:18 ) also Luke 10:25 
94 See the kindness of Jesus’ advice – that he would not be alone.  However, see John’s gospel  for further information about this young man  
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 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles 

⇒ How difficult a thing it will be for those with money to enter into the kingdom of God! 

24.  – but the disciples gave way to surprise at his words.  In response Jesus again said to them: 

Children, how difficult it is to enter into the kingdom of God!   25.  It is easier for a camel to go through a 

needle’s eye95 than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. 

26.  They became greatly astounded and said to him: 

↩ Who, in fact, can be saved?96 

27.  Looking straight at them Jesus said: 

↪ With men it is impossible, but not so with God, for all things are possible with God. 

28.  Peter started to say to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostle Peter 

↩ Look!  We have left all things97 and have been following you. 

29.  Jesus said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Peter and the other apostles 

↪ Truly I say to YOU men: 

No one has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for my sake and for 

the sake of the good news   30.  who will not get a hundred-fold now in this period of time – houses and 

brothers and sisters and mothers and children and fields – with persecutions, and in the coming era...  

everlasting life!   31.  However, many that are first will be last, and the last first. 

32.  Now they were advancing on the road up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was going in front of them, and they 

felt amazement;  moreover those who followed were afraid.  And taking the twelve aside he again started 

to tell them the things which were about to befall him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles 

⇒ 33.  Here we are, advancing up to Jerusalem, and the Son of man will be delivered to the chief priests 

and the scribes, and they will condemn him to death and will deliver him to [people of] the nations,   34.  

and they will make fun of him and will spit upon him and scourge him and kill him, but on the third 

day he will rise again. 

James and John seek Prominence after Jesus' Death98 
35.  And James and John, the two sons of Zeb´e-dee, stepped up to him and said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles James and John 

⇐ Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever it is we ask you for. 

36.  he said to them: 

↪ What do YOU want me to do for YOU? 

37.  they said to him: 

↩ Grant us to sit down, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.99 

38.  But Jesus said to them: 

↪ YOU do not know what YOU are asking for.  Are YOU able to drink the cup which I am drinking, or to 

                                                     

 

 
95 ( Matthew 19:24  ) – see Matthew fn for explanation 
96 The disciples still see resplendent clothes and wealth as the outward trappings of salvation – as “blessings on the righteous”  
97 Psalm 141:6 
98 2nd Kings 2:9-13 ;  ( Matthew 20:20 ;  Mark 10:35 ) 
99 James and John see glory,  but when Jesus is executed they will see those on Jesus’ right and left hands, and feel sickened at  their foolish lack 

of understanding 
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be baptised with the baptism with which I am being baptised? 

39.  they said to him: 

↩ We are able. 

– at that Jesus said to them: 

↪ YOU will drink the cup I am drinking, and YOU will be baptised with the baptism with which I am 

being baptised.   40.  However, this sitting down at my right or at my left is not mine to give, but it 

belongs to those for whom it has been prepared. 

41.  Well, when the ten others heard about it, they started to be indignant at James and John.   42.  But Jesus, 

after calling them to him, said to them: 

⇒ YOU know that those who appear to be ruling the nations lord it over them and their great ones wield 

authority over them.   43.  This is not the way among YOU;  but whoever wants to become great among 

YOU will be YOUR servant,    44.  and whoever wants to be first among YOU will be the slave to all.   45.  For 

even the Son of man came, not to be served to, but to serve and to give his soul as a ransom in 

exchange for many. 

Jer´i-cho – Jesus Heals Blind Bar-ti-mae´us100 
46.  Then they came into Jer´i-cho.  But as he and his disciples and a considerable crowd were going out of 

Jer´i-cho, Bar-ti-mae´us [“son of Ti-mae´us”] the son of Ti-mae´us – a blind beggar101 – was sitting beside the 

road.   47.  When he heard that it was Jesus the Naz-a-rene, he started shouting and saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Bar-ti-mae´us, son of Ti-mae´us 

⇐ Jesus Son of David,[r35] have mercy on me! 

48.  – at this many sternly told him to be silent,102 but he kept shouting all the more: 

≻ Son of David, have mercy on me! 

49.  So Jesus stopped and commanded him to be called, so they called the blind man, saying to him: 

 apostles and a considerable crowd ––––– blind Bar-ti-mae´us, son of Ti-mae´us 

⇒ ‘Take courage, get up, he is calling you.’ 

50.  and throwing off his outer garment, he leaped to his feet and went to Jesus.   51.  And in answer to him 

Jesus said: 

↪ What do you want me to do for you? 

The blind man said to him: 

↩ Rab-bo´ni!  that I might recover sight. 

52.  and Jesus said to him: 

↪ Go, your faith has made you well. 

and immediately he recovered sight – and he began to follow him on the road! 

Jesus’ Ceremonial Entry into Jerusalem103 

11 
1.  Now when they were getting near to Jerusalem – coming into Beth´pha-ge and Beth´a-ny at the Mount 

of Olives – he dispatched two of his disciples   2.  and told them: 

                                                     

 

 
100 Compare with paralle l accounts ( Matthew 20:29;  Luke 18:35  ) 
101 John’s gospel  records two unnamed blin d men, so perhaps Mark knew one of them and so records him alone rather than saying “Bar -ti -mae´us 

and some other bl ind man”  
102 Other crowds gladly brought forward people to be cured!  However this crowd told him to be silent, because his family was anc estral ly 

unclean.  Ti-mae´us is of Chal -de´an origin and means “unclean” – and Bar-ti -mae´us means “son of the unclean” – yet once healed he immediately 

followed Jesus 
103 ( Matthew 21:1-10 ;  Mark 11:1-11 ;  Luke 19:28-45 ;  John 12:12-16 ) – compare with Revelation 7:9 
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 Jesus Christ ––––– two of the apostles 

⇒ GO into the village that is within sight of YOU, and as soon as YOU pass into it YOU will find a colt 

tied, on which none of mankind has yet sat;104  untie it and bring it.   3.  And if anyone says to YOU: 

 inquiring person ––––– two of the apostles 

⇒ ‘Why are YOU doing this?’ 

say: 

↩ ‘The Lord needs it, but will immediately send it back here.’ 

4.  So they went away and found the colt tied at the door outside on the side street, and they loosed it.   5.  

But some of those standing there began to say to them: 

 inquiring people ––––– two of the apostles 

⇒ What are YOU doing loosing the colt? 

6.  – they replied to these just as Jesus had said...  and they let them go.   7.  And they brought the colt to Jesus 

and they put their outer garments upon it, and he sat on it.   8.  Also, many spread their outer garments on 

the road, while others cut down foliage from the fields.105
   9.  And those going ahead and those coming 

behind kept crying out: 

 appreciative people outside Jerusalem ––––– 

≺ Save, we pray!  [Hosanna!] 

Blessed is he that comes in Jehovah’s Name! 

 Psalm 118:26 

10.  Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!106  Save, we pray, in the heights above! 107 

11.  – and he entered into Jerusalem into the temple.  And having looked around upon all things108 – as the 

hour was already late – he went out to Beth´a-ny with the twelve. 

12.  The next day, when they had come out from Beth´a-ny, he was hungry.   13.  And seeing from a distance a 

fig tree that had leaves, he went to see whether he would perhaps find something on it.  But on coming to 

it he found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season of figs.   14.  So in response he said to it: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– fig tree (symbolic) 

⇒ Let no one eat fruit from you anymore in this era.109 

...and his disciples were listening... 

15.  Then they came to Jerusalem, and having entered into the temple he started to throw out those selling 

and buying in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of those 

selling doves;   16.  and he would not let anyone carry a vessel110 through the temple,   17.  but he instructed 
[remedially] them saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– money changers and merchants 

⇒ Is it not written, 

                                                     

 

 
104 Female to show that the way through the Eastern Gate Ezekiel 44:1-3 – reserved for the Mes-si´ah – was not hindered by God’s angel Numbers 

22:21-35 whereas the si lence of the male colt strikes down the opposition of the rulers and Phar isees Judges 15:13-17 .  Compare with the 

prophetic pattern of Sol´o-mon 1 s t Kings 1:38-40 
105 ( Matthew 21:8 ;  Mark 11:8;  John 12:12-13 ) Psalm 118:27 See Je´hu’s men placing their cloaks on the ground for his steps after E-l i´sha’s 

proxy – a young prophet – had anointed him king 2nd Kings 9:13 
106 This shout of delight ful fil s a great prophecy.  The Christ is David’s son,  so those speaking are declar ing Jesus to be the C hrist 
107 ( after the footnote of Matthew 21 ) The crowd would know the quoted text Psalm 118:19-26 which identi fied this particular  gateway to 

Jerusalem and the phrase “the stone that the bui lders rejected has become the chief corner stone”  –  thus the consternation of the scribes hearing 

such terr ible criticism of themselves.  Prophetically,  the Psalm also includes the declaration “I shall not die but I shall keep living that I  may 

declare the works of Jah”  in verse 17 
108 Compare the prefiguring actions of E-ze´ki -el Ezekiel 40:3 and Zech-a-ri´ah Zechariah 2:1-2 and John’s later vision Revelation 11 
109 Luke 13:6 ;  Jonah 4:7 
110 Jesus has prevented the sacrif ices from being offered from such trade –  he has denounced them as tainted,  unworthy of sacri fice to Almighty 

God!  In preliminary ful filment of Daniel 9:27 Jesus has caused sacrif ice to cease 
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My house will be called a house of prayer for all the nations 

 Isaiah 56:7 
Almighty God ––––––– eunuchs or foreign worshippers of God 

– but YOU have made it 

a den [lair] of robbers. 

 Jeremiah 7:11 

Jeremiah ––––––– people of Judah in Jerusalem 

18.  ...and the chief priests and the scribes heard it, and they began to seek how to destroy him;  for they 

were in fear of him because all the crowd was continually being astounded at his teaching. 

19.  And when it became late in the day, they went forth out of the city.   20.  But when they were passing by 

early in the morning, they saw the fig tree already withered up from the roots.   21.  So remembering it, Peter 

said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostle Peter 

⇐ Rabbi, see!  The fig tree that you cursed is dried up. 

22.  And in reply Jesus said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles 

↪ HAVE faith in God.   23.  Truly I say to YOU that whoever tells this mountain [Mo-ri´ah]: 

‘Be lifted up and thrown into the sea’, 

and does not doubt in his heart but has faith that what he says is going to occur, it will be done [take 

place] for him.111
   24.  This is why I tell YOU:  in all the things YOU pray and ask for, have faith that YOU 

have practically received, and YOU will have them.   25.  And when YOU stand praying, forgive whatever YOU 

have against anyone;  in order that YOUR Father Who is in the heavens may also forgive YOU of YOUR 

trespasses.112 

26.  – – 113 

27.  – and they came again to Jerusalem.  And as he was walking in the temple, the chief priests and the 

scribes and the older men came to him   28.  and began to say to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– chief priests, scribes, older men 

⇐ By what authority do you do these things?  or who gave you this authority to do these things? 

29.  Jesus replied to them: 

↪ I will ask YOU one question.  YOU answer me, then I will also tell YOU by what authority I do these 

things: 

30.  Was the baptism by John from heaven or from men? 

– answer me... 

31.  So they began to reason among themselves, saying: 

 ––––– chief priests, scribes, older men 

↻ If we say: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– chief priests, scribes, older men 

↩ ‘From heaven’, 

he will say: 

                                                     

 

 
111 This is not for a sudden miracle – the lack of which has stumbled many in their prayers!  – but for his followers to be con fident that the old 

system wi ll be overturned, and that the new Christian Way – though hated by powerful people –  wi ll prosper and replace it 
112 This shows that Jesus’ curse of the fig tree – symbolically,  the nations of Israel  – was not personal 
113 Some translations insert as verse 26 “But i f you do not forgive, neither will your Father who is in heaven forgive your transgressions.”  
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↪ ‘Why then did YOU not believe him?’ 

32.  but dare we say: 

↩ ‘From men’   ?! 

– [for] they were in fear of the crowd, because these all held that John had really been a prophet.   33.  Well, 

in reply to Jesus they said: 

↩ We do not know. 

– and Jesus said to them: 

↪ Neither am I telling YOU by what authority I do these things.114 

Illustration of Servants Dispatched to Vineyard115 

12 
1.  Then he started to speak to them with illustrations: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– chief priests, scribes, older men 

⇒ A man planted a vineyard, and put a fence around it, and dug a vat for the winepress and 

erected a tower, and leased it out to cultivators, and travelled abroad. 

2.  Now in due season he sent forth a slave to the cultivators, that he might get some of the fruits of 

the vineyard from the cultivators.   3.  But grabbing him, they beat him up and sent him away empty.   4.  

And again he sent forth another slave to them;  and that one they struck on the head and 

dishonoured.   5.  And he sent forth another, and they killed him – also many others, some of whom 

they beat up and some of whom they killed. 

6.  Yet he had one beloved son116...  and lastly He sent him forth to them, saying: 

↻ ‘...They will respect my son....’ 

7.  but those cultivators said among themselves: 

↻ ‘This is the heir!  COME, let us kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.’ 117 

8.  so they took him and killed him, and threw him outside the vineyard. 

9.  What will the owner of the vineyard do?  He will come and destroy the cultivators, and will give the 

vineyard to others.   10.  Did YOU never read this scripture: 

The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.   11.  This is from 

Jehovah, and it is marvellous in our eyes. 

 Psalm 118:22;  Isaiah 28:16 (paraphrased) 118 

12.  At that they [priests, scribes, elders] began seeking how to seize him, but they feared the crowd because they 
[the crowd] took note that he spoke the illustration with them [the cultivators:  priests, scribes, elders] in mind...  so 

they left him and went away. 

13.  ...Then they sent some of the Pharisees and of the party followers of Herod119 to him, in order to catch 

                                                     

 

 
114 Effectively, Jesus is saying –  “it is the same authority which you will not admit to”  
115 ( Matthew 21:33;   Mark 12:1 ;  Luke 20:9 ) The Promised Land – a model for E´den which had been left behind by Man – protected and endowed 

with God’s Laws and guidance.   The fruitage would be evidence that i t was satisfying and pleasing to God .  The audience would recall  the words 

of E-li´jah to king A´hab 1s t Kings 21:19 ;  Psalm 22:6 ;  Deuteronomy 28:39 ;  Matthew 21:37-38 ;  Luke 20:14;  John 11:49-50 ) See also the dirge of 

Ezekiel 19:10-14 
116 This statement “One more he had” shows that after Jesus has died, the Jewish nation will  not receive an other prophet or Mes-si´ah 
117 Jesus makes this illustration for a speci fic purpose:  to expose the underlying motive of the rulers of Israel.  He portrays them as a treacherous 

version of E-li -e´zer, one scheming to inherit Abraham’s estate Genesis 15:2.  Those cultivators know that he is the Mes -si´ah – Nic-o-de´mus 

made that clear John 3:2 – but bel ieve that with the death of the Mes-si´ah they will never be pestered again by the Almighty, because He will  

have already given His very best.   Their sole focus is possession, not Holiness  
118 Matthew 21:44 ;  Mark 12:9-10 ;  1 st Peter 2:7 
119 A dangerous mixture:  the Pharisees to expose him as seditious,  and the He -ro´di -ans to declare he had v iolated the law in Herod’s domain of 

Gal´i -lee and be justi fied in having him arrested  
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him in his speech.   14.  On arrival they said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Pharisees and He-ro´di-ans 

⇐ Teacher, we know you are truthful [do not conceal] and you do not favour anybody, for you do not look 

upon men’s outward appearance, but you teach the way of God in line with truth:120 

Is it lawful to pay head tax [Kenson – Census tax] to Caesar or not?   15.  Shall we pay, or shall we not pay? 

Detecting their hypocrisy, he said to them: 

↪ Why do YOU put me to the test?  Bring me a de-nar´i-us to look at... 

16.  – so they brought one, and he said to them: 

Whose is this image and inscription? 

They said to him: 

↩ Caesar’s. 

17.  Jesus then said: 

↪ Pay back Caesar’s things to Caesar, but God’s things to God. 

– and they began to marvel at him. 

Sadducees’ “Seven Sons” and the Resurrection 
18.  ...Then Sadducees came to him – who say there is no resurrection121 – and they put the question to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Sadducees 

⇐ 19.  Teacher, Moses wrote us122 that if someone’s brother dies and leaves behind a wife – but not leave a 

child – his brother should take the wife and raise up offspring from her for his brother. 

20.  There were seven brothers;  and the first took a wife, but when he died he left no offspring;   21.  and 

the second took her, but died without leaving offspring;  and the third the same way;    22.  and the 

seven did not leave any offspring!  Last of all the woman also died. 

23.  In the resurrection, to which of them will she be wife?  for the seven possessed her as wife. 

24.  Jesus said to them: 

↪ Is not this why YOU make mistakes – YOUR knowing neither the scriptures nor the power of God?    25.  

For when they rise from the dead, neither do men marry nor are women given in marriage, but are as 

angels in the heavens. 

26.  Also concerning the dead – that they are raised up – did YOU not read in the book of Moses in the 

account about the thornbush, how God said to him, 

I am the God of Abraham and God of Isaac and God of Jacob 

 Exodus 3:6 

Almighty God ––––––– Moses 

27.  – He is not a God of the dead, but of the living.  YOU are greatly mistaken. 

28.  Now one of the scribes that had come up and heard them disputing, seeing that he had answered them 

in a fine way, asked him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– certain single, genuinely interested scribe 

⇐ Which commandment is first of all? 

29.  Jesus answered: 

                                                     

 

 
120 The Torah, the Law of God Psalm 119:142 
121 Ezekiel 37:12-14;   Isaiah 26:21 
122 Citing themselves as the recipients of Moses’ words which justify their strange belief  
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↪ The first is: 

Hear, O Israel, Jehovah our God, Jehovah is one,   30.  and you must love Jehovah your God with 

your whole heart and with your whole soul and with your whole mind and with your whole 

strength. 

 Deuteronomy 6:4,5 

Moses ––––––– the nation of Israel 

31.  the second is this: 

You must love your neighbour as yourself. 

 Leviticus 19:18 
Moses (words of Almighty God) ––––––– entire assembly of the sons of Israel 

– there is no other commandment greater than these. 

32.  The scribe said to him: 

↩ Teacher, you spoke well in line with truth, that:123
 

He is One, and there is no other than He 

 Isaiah 46:9 (paraphrased in third person) 
Almighty God ––––––– Israel 

33.  – and this loving Him with one’s whole heart and with one’s whole understanding and with one’s whole 

strength and this loving one’s neighbour as oneself is superior to all the whole burnt offerings and 

sacrifices.124 

34.  At this Jesus, discerning he had answered intelligently, said to him: 

↪ You are not far from the kingdom of God. 

and nobody had the courage anymore to question him.   35.  However, when making a reply, Jesus began to 

say as he taught in the temple: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– scribe(?) Pharisees as a group(?) 

⇒ How is it that the scribes say that the Christ is David’s son?    36.  By the Holy spirit David himself said: 

Jehovah said to my Lord: 

‘Sit at My right hand until I put your enemies beneath your feet.’ 

 Psalm 110:1,2 
Almighty God (through David) ––––––– Lord of David (Jesus Christ) 

37.  – David himself calls him ‘Lord’, but how does it come that he is ‘his son’? 

– and the great crowd was listening to him with pleasure!   38.  And in his teaching he went on to say: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– crowd and apostles 

⇒ Look out for the scribes that want to walk around in robes, and [want] greetings in the marketplaces,    

39.  and front seats in the synagogues and most prominent places at evening meals...   40.  [the ones] 

devouring the houses of the widows and making long prayers as a pretext;  these will receive a heavier 

judgement.125 

Widow’s Mite126 
41.  And having sat down opposite the treasury chests he observed how the crowd was dropping money 

                                                     

 

 
123 The Torah, the Law of God Psalm 119:142 
124 Mindful of King Saul’s sin – 1 s t Samuel 15:22 
125 ( Luke 20:47 ) Proverbs 31:9.  One scribe had already asked a respectful question – seemingly with the purpose of making Jesus publicly 

respected in his response – and Jesus had given a kindly question  re:  David’s words in order to make them reason.  Likewise,  th is statement 

about the scribes might be necessary encouragement for them –  perhaps even to di fferentiate between those scribes who do want glory and the 

kind of scribe who had just spoken with Jesus – since time was rapidly running out for them to hear his counsel  
126 Mark 12:41 ;  Luke 21:1 
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into the treasury chests;  and many rich people were dropping in many coins.   42.  Now a poor widow came 

and dropped in two small coins, which amount to a farthing.   43.  So calling his disciples to him and said to 

them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles 

⇒ Truly I say to YOU that this poor widow dropped in more than all those dropping money into the 

treasury chests;   44.  for they all cast in from out of their surplus, but she – from out of her poverty – cast 

in all of what she had, her whole livelihood. 

13 
This is so-often confused with Armageddon, but Jesus is speaking of the fall of the 

traditionalist way. 

1.  As he was going out of the temple one of his disciples said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– one of the apostles 

⇐ Teacher, see!  What stones and what buildings! 

2.  However, Jesus said to him: 

↪ Do you behold these great buildings?  By no means will a stone be left here upon a stone and not be 

thrown down. 

3.  And as he was sitting on the Mount of Olives with the temple in view, Peter and James and John and 

Andrew began to ask him privately: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles Peter, James, John and Andrew 

⇐ 4.  Tell us:  When will these things be, and what will be the sign when all these things are about to take 

place? 

5.  So Jesus started to say to them: 

⇒ Watch out that nobody misleads YOU.    6.  Many will come on the basis of my name, saying: 

 false christs ––––– 

≺ ‘I am he’ 

and will they will mislead many.   7.  Moreover, when YOU hear127 of wars and reports of wars, do not be 

terrified;  that must happen, but the end is not yet.   8.  For nation will rise against nation and kingdom 

against kingdom, there will be earthquakes in various places, there will be food shortages.  These are a 

beginning of birth-pangs [prior to the event]. 

9.  As for YOU, look out for yourselves;  people will deliver YOU up to local courts, and in synagogues;  YOU 

will be beaten and be put on the stand before governors and kings for my sake, as a witness to them.    10.  

But the good news has to be preached first in all the [Jewish communities in the]128 nations.   11.  But when 

they are leading YOU away, delivering YOU up, do not be anxious beforehand about what to speak;  but 

whatever is given YOU in that hour, speak this – for indeed, YOU are not the ones speaking, but the 

Holy spirit is.   12.  Furthermore, brother will deliver brother over to death, and a father a child, and children 

will rise up against parents and have them put to death;   13.  and YOU will be hated by all people on 

account of my name.  But he that has endured to the end is the one that will be saved. 

14.  However, when YOU catch sight of the idol [or symbol, standard] of the desolation standing where it ought 

not... 

! sotvoc – let the reader understand [that from Daniel’s prophecy] 

                                                     

 

 
127 As with the rumours which threatened to frighten some Jews in Babylon prior to the fall  Jeremiah 51:46-47 
128 The good news would of -course be preached in all the nations, but – before the prominent Christians were sood before kings in tr ial – the 

good news would have gone to those nations’  Jewish communities  
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...then let those in Ju-de´a129 begin fleeing to the mountains.   15.  Let the man on the housetop not come 

down, nor go inside to take anything out of his house;    16.  and let the man in the field not return to the 

things behind to pick up his outer garment.   17.  Woe to the pregnant women and those suckling a baby in 

those days!   18.  Keep praying that it may not occur in wintertime;   19.  for those days will be days of a 

tribulation such as has not occurred from the beginning of the creation which God created until that 

time, and will not occur again.130
   20.  In fact, unless Jehovah had cut short the days, no flesh would be 

saved.  But He has cut short the days on account of the chosen ones whom He has chosen. 

21.  Then, too, if anyone says to YOU: 

 misled people ––––– 

≺ ‘See!  Here is the Christ!  See!  There!’ 

do not believe it,   22.  for false christs and false prophets will arise and will give signs and wonders to 

mislead, if possible, the chosen ones.   23.  YOU, then, watch out;  I have foretold all things to YOU. 

⇒ 24.  But rather in those days, after those [events of the] tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the 

moon will not give its light,    25.  and the stars will be falling out of heaven, and the powers that are in 

the heavens will be shaken.131
   26.  And then they [intransigents] will see the Son of man132 coming in clouds 

with great power and glory.    27.  And then he will send forth the angels and [thus] he will gather his 

chosen ones together from the four winds:133 from earth’s extremity to heaven’s extremity. 

28.  Now learn the illustration from the fig tree: 

Just as soon as its young branch grows tender and puts forth its leaves, YOU know that summer is 

near.   29.  Likewise also YOU, when YOU see these things happening, know that it [the summer fruition of 

the tribulation] is near, at the doors.134 

30.  Truly I say to YOU that this generation135 will by no means pass away until all these things happen.   31.  

Heaven and earth will pass away, 136 but my words will not pass away. 

32.  Nobody knows that day or the hour,137 neither the angels in heaven nor the Son,138 but [only] the 

Father.   33.  Keep watching, keepawake, for YOU do not know when the appointed time is.   34.  It is like a man 

travelling abroad that left his house and gave the authority to his slaves – each one over his [own] work – 

and commanded the doorkeeper to keep on the watch.   35.  Therefore keep watching, for YOU do not know 

when the master of the house is coming – whether late in the day or at midnight or at cockcrowing or 

early in the morning –   36.  in order that when he arrives suddenly, he does not find YOU sleeping.   37.  But 

what I say to YOU I say to all: 

‘Keep on the watch’. 

14 
1.  Now it was to be the Passover and the [festival of] unfermented cakes two days later, therefore the chief 

priests and the scribes were seeking how to seize him by devious means in order to kill him –   2.  though 

they repeatedly said: 

                                                     

 

 
129 ( See Jeremiah 6:24-26 for prophetic pattern ) Pertinent point – the tr ibulation will be in Ju -de´a, therefore during the generation alive dur ing 

Jesus’ time, just as he had said – see Matthew 24:15-16 
130 This unheard of event was the overthrow of God’s Own ordained system for worship, without the arrangement for exi le of the people.  See 

Psalm 21:8-13 and compare with Egypt Deuteronomy 4:20 
131 [Matthew 24:  29 ;  Mark 13:25;  Luke 21:25] All aspects of presumed Divine authority to be closed down at their demise – compare with the 

fall  of Egypt.  See Joel 3  and Ezekiel 32:7  – an echo of the penultimate plague upon Egypt ( Exodus 10:21 ), prior to the public destruction of their  

rel igion of Phar´aoh and his son as one god in two people.  See also Isaiah 60:19 – ordained religion destroyed 
132 Evidence of Jesus as God’s son, in the ful filment of the prophecy.  Matthew 24:29-30 
133 “from the four winds” – from the world-wide influence on affa irs, either by winds from the heavens ( demon ic influence ) or earth ( popular 

upr ising and demands ) ( Daniel 7:2-3 – compare Matthew 24:31 ;  Mark 13:27 )  See Revelation 7:1 .  Compare the bones coming to l ife Ezekiel 37:9 
134 Compare with Proverbs 8:1-3 
135 S igni fies that these events would culminate in Ma-sa´da in 70CE 
136 The rulers are seen as heaven, and the Jews cal led the Gentiles “a l Ha-aretz” – people of the earth.  The Law was fu lfil led in the Christ, and 

in handing the new covenant to his ordinary disciples and opening the way for Gentiles John 3:16-17 so with those two things “the heavens and 

the earth” d id pass away 
137 Compare with Revelation 9:15 
138 Perhaps said for the sake of Judas’ ears,  so that the news would spread  and no Christian would be maltreated in order to discover the “day 

and hour” .  See Mark 14:1-2 where “devious means”  are used to discover the whereabouts of the Christ  
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 chief priests and the scribes ––––– 

↻ ‘Not at the festival, incase there might be an uproar of the people.’ 

Jesus Dines at Beth´a-ny, Judas Shows his Heart139 
3.  And while he was at Beth´a-ny in the house of Simon the leper, having reclined at his table, a woman140 

came with an alabaster case of perfumed oil – genuine nard, very expensive.  Breaking open the alabaster 

case she began to pour it upon his head.   4.  At this, some expressed indignation among themselves: 

 ––––– some apostles and others 

↻ Why has this waste been made of the perfumed oil?   5.  For this perfumed oil could have been sold for 

more than three hundred de-nar´i-i and been given to the poor! 

and they grumbled at her.   6.  But Jesus said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– some apostles and others 

↪ Let her alone.  Why do YOU try to make trouble for her?  She has acted appropriately toward me.   7.  

For 

YOU always have the poor with YOU! 

 Deuteronomy 15:11 (paraphrased) 

– and whenever YOU want to YOU can always do them good – but YOU do not always have me.141
   8.  She 

did what she could;  [in this way] she undertook beforehand142 to anoint my body [in preparation] for the 

burial.   9.  Truly I say to YOU:  wherever the good news is preached in all the world, what this woman did 

shall also be told as a remembrance of her. 

10.  ...But Judas Is-car´i-ot, one of the twelve, went off to the chief priests in order to betray him to them.   11.  

When they heard it, they rejoiced and promised to give him silver money.  So he began seeking how to 

deliver him up [to them] conveniently. 

12.  Now on the day before the first day143 of unfermented cakes – [on the day] when they customarily 

sacrificed the Passover [offering] – his disciples said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles 

⇐ Where do you want us to go and prepare for you to eat the Passover?144 

13.  With that he sent forth two of his disciples and said to them: 

↪ Go into the city, and a man carrying an earthenware water vessel145 will encounter YOU.  Follow him,    14.  

and wherever he might enter say to the householder: 

 two apostles ––––– householder of house to which the man carrying an earthenware vessel entered 

⇒ “The Teacher asks: 

                                                     

 

 
139 ( Matthew 26:6-11 ;  John 12:1-8 ) 
140 Mary Luke 7:37-39,  sister of Laz´a -rus John 12:1-3 
141 In quoting the Law, Jesus exposes how Judas is saying,  in his heart:  “Oh the seventh year is near. ..the year of release“ Deuteronomy 15:9-10 

and is pre-occupied with the loss of income, not with Jesus’ death ( Matthew 26:11;   Mark 14:7 ;  John 12:8 ) 
142 This is actually a heart-breaking statement – that this Mary, moved by God’s spirit, greased him with rich oils because no -one would be able 

to do so when he died.  Imagine her feelings at that realisation as she prepared to pour the oil on his head!  
143 Wh i le some translations say “the first day of”  rather than the day before,  the Greek word Pro -ton “before the” implies the day leading to, 

rather than the day itself.  This is in accord with the practice of the lamb being sacrificed between the two evenings,  the 2 nd of which begins 

Passover.  This day – by Jewish tradition – would have been a special time also, and worthy of a meal together,  though not necessar ily with lamb 

and not eaten standing with staff in hand 
144 The disciples expected to ce le b r a t e  the Passover itself John 13:29 and perhaps other meals of that week with him – they would have arranged 

for a slaughtered lamb, ready for the meal  the following evening...  but they were fated never to taste that lamb.  For the fi rst time in their  lives 

they would miss the Passover,  because they would all  be fugitives, and their beloved Lord would have been arrested before them and executed 

for blasphemy 
145 ( Mark 14:13 ;  Luke 22:10 ) Part of the pattern for the fall of Jerusalem – see Jeremiah 14:2;  John 4:14 ;  ( It would have been unusual for a 

man –  rather than a woman – to carry a water vessel. ) 
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 Jesus Christ ––––– householder 

⇒ ‘Where is my146 guest room where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ 

15.  and he will show YOU a large upper room, furnished in preparation.  Prepare [it] for us there. 

16.  – so the disciples went out, and they entered the city and found it just as he said to them;  and they 

prepared for the Passover.147 

Lord’s Evening Meal148 
17.  After evening had fallen he came with the twelve.   18.  And as they were reclining149 at the table and eating, 

Jesus said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles 

⇒ Truly I say to YOU:  One of YOU who is eating with me will betray me. 

19.  They started to be distressed and to say to him one by one: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles individually 

↩ It is not I, is it? 

20.  He said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– some of the apostles 

↪ It is one of the twelve150 who is dipping with me into the common bowl.151
   21.  True, the Son of man is 

going away, just as it is written concerning him, but woe to that man through whom the Son of man is 

betrayed!  It would have been finer for that man if he had not been born. 

22.  And as they continued eating, he took a loaf,152 and having blessed it he broke it and gave it to them, and 

said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– 11 remaining apostles 

⇒ Take it, this means my body.153 

23.  And taking a cup, having offered thanks, he gave it to them, and they all drank out of it.   24.  And he said to 

them: 

⇒ This means my ‘blood of the covenant’, which is being poured out154 in behalf of many.   25.  Truly I say to 

YOU:  I shall by no means drink anymore of the product of the vine until that day when I drink it new 

in the kingdom of God.155 

26.  Finally, after singing songs of praise, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 

27.  And Jesus said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– 11 remaining apostles 

⇒ YOU will all be stumbled, because it is written: 

“I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered about.” 

                                                     

 

 
146 “m y  guest chamber” – The householder already had this for Jesus!  And probably had thi s prepared at his service in the past 
147 Evening meal  Exodus 12:8 & 15  ( Matthew 26:20;  Luke 22:14 ) – see Revelation 19:17-18 
148 ( Matthew 26:20 ;  Mark 14:17;   Luke 22:14;   John 13:1  ) Evening meal Exodus 12:8 & 15–  see Revelation 19:17-18 After action of Mel -chiz´e-dek 

to victorious kings at Genesis 14:17-18 
149 “reclining” – not standing, therefore this was not the actual Passover  
150 This statement shows that people other than the twelve apostles were present at the last supper  
151 Psalm 41:9 ( Obadiah 1:7 ) 
152 As Jesus was the “Lamb of God” John 1:29 Jews would be reminded of the twice -dai ly offering of a lamb, together with its associated bread 

and wine.  Numbers 28:4-6 
153 Ezekiel 44:3   After action of Mel -chiz´e-dek to victorious kings at Genesis 14:17-18.  ( Matthew 26:26;   Luke 22:19 ) 1 s t Corinthians 11:23-24 See 

John 6:48-60 and Hebrews 2:14 ;  1s t Samuel 21:6 – see prophetic pattern of Psalm 111:5 
154 Not a fl imsy statement,  but quoting David Psalm 22:14 when he was effectively being sacri ficed by his pursuers.  Jesus is warning his disciples 

of what lies ahead ( Matthew 26:27;   Mark 14:24;   Luke 22:20 ) 
155 Prophecy Isaiah 62:8-9 –  Christ treated as an enemy, but the bread and wine – g iven b y  him – goes only to his loyal followers.  See Joshua 5:1-

9 – ( Matthew 26:27 ;  Luke 22:18 – “fruit of the vine” is the fruit of the covenant, withheld by traditionalists ( Matthew 21:37-38 ;  Mark 12:7 ;   

Luke 20:14;  John 11:49-50 ) ) 
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 Zechariah 13:7 (paraphrased) 
Almighty God ––––––– sword AGAINST Jesus (prophetic) 

28.  but later – when I have been raised up – I will go ahead of YOU into Gal´i-lee. 

29.  But Peter said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostle Peter 

↩ Even if all the others are stumbled, yet I will not be. 

30.  – but Jesus said to him: 

↪ Truly I say to you that you yourself – yes this [very] night, before a cock crows twice – even you will 

disown me three times. 

31.  But he began to say emphatically: 

↩ If I have to die with you, I will by no means disown you! 

and all the others began saying the same thing. 

Jesus Prays in the Garden of Geth-sem´a-ne156 
32.  Then they came to a spot named Geth-sem´a-ne, and he said to his disciples: 

 Jesus Christ –––––8 of the 11 remaining apostles 

⇒ SIT down here while I pray. 

33.  but he took Peter and James and John along with him...  and he began to be struck with terror and 

deeply distressed,   34.  and he said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles Peter, James and John 

⇒ My soul is deeply grieved, even to death.  STAY here and keep on the watch. 

35.  – and going a little way forward he proceeded to fall on the ground and began praying that, if it were 

possible, the hour might pass away from him.   36.  And he went on to say: 

 Almighty God ––––– Jesus Christ 

≻ Abba, Father!  All things are possible to You;  remove this cup from me – yet not what I want, 

but what You want.157 

37.  Then he came and found them sleeping, and he said to Peter: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostle Peter 

⇒ Simon, are you sleeping?158  Did you not have strength to keep on the watch one hour? 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles Peter, James and John 

⇒ 38.  Men, KEEP on the watch and praying, in order that YOU do not come into temptation.  The spirit, of 

course, is eager, but the flesh is weak. 

Jesus Betrayed in Geth-sem´a-ne with a Kiss159 
39.  And going away again, he prayed saying the same word...   40.  and on returning again he found them 

sleeping, for their eyes were weighed down, and so they did not know how to answer him.   41.  Then he 

came the third time and said to them: 

⇒ Are YOU still sleeping and taking YOUR rest?!  Enough!  The hour has come!  Look!  the Son of man is 

betrayed into the hands of sinners.    42.  Rise up, let us go.  Look!  my betrayer has drawn near! 

                                                     

 

 
156 ( Matthew 26:37-42;  Luke 22:39-44 ) Moses’ plea not to see calamity Numbers 11:15 and David’s prophetic plea for help, although a King Psalm 

41:10 
157 Recall that this would also have been the attitude of Isaac – not the Son of God, not perfect, but just a boy!  Also his mother – knowing what 

it would mean ( potential stoning, certain ostracism ) to be pregnant – sti ll chose God’s wil l Luke 1:38.  Also of Jonah 2:1-3 because there were 

no Hebrew peers to pray on his behal f  
158 Ironic –  this is Jesus’ shipwreck, but his fr iends are “sleeping below decks”  Jonah 1:5-6.  ( Matthew 8:23-27;  Mark 4:35-41;   Luke 8:22-25 ) 
159 Genesis 27:24-27 ( Matthew 26:48-50;  Mark 14:39-49 ;  Luke 22:47-48 ;  John 18:1-9 ) – ful filment of 1 s t Kings 20:35-37 
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43.  And immediately while he was yet speaking, Judas – one of the twelve!  – arrived and with him a crowd 

with swords and clubs from the chief priests and the scribes and the older men.   44.  Now his betrayer had 

given them an agreed sign, saying: 

 crowd with swords and clubs ––––– Judas Is-car´i-ot 

⇐ ‘Whoever it is I kiss, this is he.  TAKE him into custody and lead him away securely.’ 

45.  and coming forth he immediately approached him [Jesus] and said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Judas Is-car´i-ot 

⇐ Rabbi! 

and kissed him.   46.  So they laid their hands upon him and seized him.   47.  However, a certain one [Peter]160 of 

those standing by – having drawn the sword – struck the slave of the high priest and took off his ear.   48.  

But in response Jesus said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– crowd of priests, scribes and older men 

↪ Did YOU come out with swords and clubs as against a robber to capture me?    49.  Day after day I was 

with YOU in the temple teaching, and yet YOU did not seize me.  However it is in order that the 

Scriptures may be fulfilled.161 

50.  and they [the apostles] all abandoned him and fled.   51.  But a certain young man who had thrown a fine linen 

garment over his naked body began to follow him nearby;  and they tried to seize him,   52.  but leaving his 

linen garment behind he ran away naked. 

Trial 
53.  They now led Jesus away to the high priest, and all the chief priests and the older men and the scribes 

assembled together.   54.  But Peter followed him at a good distance as far as in the courtyard of the high 

priest;  and he was sitting together with the servants and warming himself before a fire.   55.  Meantime the 

chief priests and the whole San´he-drin were looking for testimony against Jesus to put him to death, but 

they were not finding any.   56.  Many, indeed, were giving false witness against him, but their testimonies 

were not in agreement.   57.  Also, certain ones rose and bore false witness against him, saying: 

 false witnesses ––––– San´he-drin 

⇒ 58.  We heard him say: 

≺ ‘I will throw down this temple that was made with hands and in three days I will build 

another not made with hands.’ 

59.  – but neither on these grounds was their testimony in agreement. 

60.  Finally the high priest stood up in their midst and questioned Jesus, saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Joseph Ca´ia-phas (high priest) 

⇐ Do you say nothing in reply?  What about these things which they are testifying against you? 

61.  – but he was silent and made no reply at all.  The high priest questioned him again and said to him: 

⇐ Are you the Christ the Son of the Blessed One? 

62.  Then Jesus said: 

↪ I am... 

 Jesus Christ ––––– entire San´he-drin 

≺ ...and YOU people will see the Son of man sitting at the right hand of power and coming with 

the clouds of heaven.162 

                                                     

 

 
160 ( Matthew 26:51 ;  Mark 14:47 ;  Luke 22:50 ) John 18:10  identif ies him as Peter 
161 Isaiah 53:7 
162 ( Matthew 26:64 ;  Luke 22:69 );   Acts 7:56;  Psalm 110:1-2 – looking at the traditionalists, his enemies.  See footnote to Matthew 24:30 
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Jesus is Blasphemed by the San´he-drin163 
63.  At this the high priest ripped his inner garments and said: 

 rest of the San´he-drin ––––– Joseph Ca´ia-phas (high priest) 

⇐ What further need do we have of witnesses?    64.  YOU heard the blasphemy.  What is evident to YOU? 

– they all condemned him as deserving of death.   65.  And some started to spit on him, and to cover his face 

and hit him with their fists and say to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– some of the San´he-drin individually 

⇐ Prophesy! 

and the servants slapped him in the face. 

66.  ...Now while Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the high priest came,   67.  and 

having seen Peter warming himself, she looked at him and said: 

 apostle Peter ––––– servant girl to Joseph Ca´ia-phas (high priest) 

⇐ You, too, were with Jesus the Naz-a-rene. 

68.  but he denied it, saying: 

↪ Neither do I know him nor do I know what you are talking about, 

and he went outside to the vestibule.   69.  There the servant girl – having seen him – began again to say to 

those standing by: 

 people in the vestibule ––––– servant girl to Joseph Ca´ia-phas (high priest) 

≻ ‘This is one of them.’ 

70.  – but again he denied it.  And once more after a little while, those standing by began saying to Peter: 

 apostle Peter ––––– people in the courtyard 

≻ Certainly you are one of them!  for in fact, you are a Gal-i-le´an – and your dialect fits! 

71.  but he began to curse [revile Jesus!] and swear [an oath, likely by God!]: 

↪ I do not know this man of whom YOU speak! 

72.  and immediately a cock crowed a second time.  ...And Peter recalled the word that Jesus spoke to him: 

‘Before a cock crows twice, you will disown me three times.’ 

– and breaking down he gave way to tears.164 

Pontius Pilate 

15 
1.  And early in the morning – the chief priests with the older men and the scribes, even the whole San´he-

drin, having formed a council [for deliberation] – bound Jesus and led him off and handed him over to Pilate.   2.  

So Pilate put the question to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Pontius Pilate (governor of Ju-de´a ) 

⇐ Are you the king of the Jews? 

in answer to him he said: 

↪ You yourself say so. 

3.  but the chief priests were accusing him of many things.   4.  So Pilate began questioning him again, saying: 

                                                     

 

 
163 Matthew 25:65 ;  Exodus 34:26  – see Jerusalem as mother Ha´gar Galatians 4:25 
164 ( Matthew 26:75 ;  Mark 14:72;  Luke 22:61 ;  John 18:15-27 ) Peter would remember Jesus words of warning many months earlier ... Matthew 

10:33 he would recall that he had cursed Jesus!  and sworn an oath by God that he did not know him!  all because of t he pressure...  and feel  

absolutely heartbroken!  Galatians 2:12 
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⇐ Have you no reply to make?  See how many charges they are bringing against you. 

5.  – but Jesus made no further answer, so that Pilate began to wonder [admiringly]. 

Choice of Jesus Christ or Bar-ab´bas165 
6.  Well, at that festival [each Passover] he was accustomed to release to them one prisoner whom they 

petitioned for.   7.  At the time there was the so-called166 Bar-ab´bas in bonds with the seditionists, who in 

their sedition had committed murder.   8.  So coming up [to the gates of the palace] the crowd started to petition 

him to do what he usually did for them.   9.  Pilate responded to them, saying: 

 crowd outside the courtyard ––––– Pontius Pilate 

⇐ Do YOU want me to release to YOU the king of the Jews? 

10.  – for he was aware that the chief priests had handed him over through envy –   11.  but the chief priests 

stirred up the crowd to have him release Bar-ab´bas to them instead!   12.  Answering again Pilate said to 

them: 

↩ What, then, shall I do with him whom YOU call ‘the king of the Jews’? 

13.  – once more they cried out: 

≺ Impale him! 

14.  But Pilate went on to say to them: 

↩ Why?  What bad thing did he do?167 

– still they cried out all the more: 

≺ Impale him! 

15.  At that Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Bar-ab´bas to them, but delivered over Jesus whom 

he had had whipped, that he might be impaled.168 

Crown of Thorns 
16.  The soldiers now led him off within the [governor’s] palace to the soldiers’ courtyard;  and they called the 

whole battalion of troops together,   17.  and they decked him with purple and placed on him a crown of 

braided thorns.169
   18.  And they started greeting him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– soldiers taunting Jesus 

⇐ ‘Hail, ‘King of the Jews’! 

19.  and they would hit him on the head with a reed and spit upon him, and bending their knees they would 

bow to him.   20.  Finally, when they had made fun of him, they stripped him of the purple and put his outer 

garments upon him.  And they led him out to impale him.   21.  Also, they impressed into service a passer-by, 

a certain Simon of Cy-re´ne – coming from that country – the father of Alexander ["man defender"] and Ru´fus 
["red"] – that he might carry his torture stake. 

Jesus Executed with Two Other Condemned Men170 
22.  So they brought him to the place called Gol´go-tha, which means when translated:  ‘Skull Place’ –   23.  here 

they tried to give him wine drugged with myrrh171, but he would not take it –   24.  and they impaled him and 

                                                     

 

 
165 ( Matthew 27:15 ;  John 18:38 ) Choice of sheep or a goat Exodus 12:5 and choice of for Jehovah or for A-za´zel at the Day of Atonement 

Leviticus 16:9-10 
166 Means “son of the father” –  part Chal -de, part Hebrew.  The name is ironic,  in that two “sons of the f ather” were there for the crowd to 

choose from 
167 Pilate had heard the chief priests’  excuse,  but he wondered if the people actual ly k n e w  why they were asking for him to die.  Seeing that they 

were a thoughtless mob simply saying what they were told –  and with a man’s li fe at stake – he conceded to their wishes to prevent a riot  
168 Impaled Psalm 22:16, See the recovery for the traditionalists at Leviticus 14:1-7 
169 [  John 19:2  ]  Prophes ied in Abraham’s sacri fice of Isaac Genesis 22:13 ) and in Numbers  33:55-56 and in Jehovah’s warning to Israel in the 

Promised Land ( Joshua 23:13  ) and later in 1 s t Samuel 11:2  where Na´hash – “snake”  –  demanded the right eye be bored out.  Christ suffering 

this reflects his sacr ifice in behalf of the people,  just as Saul  prevented that boring out by vanquishing the Am´or -ite Na´hash.  I f this seems 

unl ikely cruelty, remember that the Roman’s were battle -hardened soldiers who had just seen the hated murderer Bar -ab´bas be set free, taking 

out their feelings on a man about to be executed – no need to be careful,  whatever harm they caused would soon be far  overshadowed by death..  
170 Exodus 17:12  ( Matthew 27:32;  Luke 23:32 ;  John 19:16 ) also 1 st Chronic les 11:13-14 
171 Psalm 69:21 ;  Proverbs 31:6 ;  ( Matthew 27:32-34 Luke 23:36;  John 19:29-30 ) 



 

Page 108 of  242 Mark  
 

distributed his outer garments by casting the lot over them as to who should take what.   25.  It was by now 

the third hour when they impaled him,   26.  moreover the inscription of the charge against him was written: 

‘The King of the Jews.’ 

27.  Moreover, they impaled two robbers with him, one on his right and one on his left.172
   28.  – – 173

   29.  And 

those going by would speak abusively to him, shaking their heads and saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– abusive people passing by 

⇐ Aha!  The would-be “thrower-down of the temple and builder of it in three days”!   30.  Save yourself by 

coming down off the torture stake. 

31.  In like manner also the chief priests were making fun among themselves with the scribes and saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– chief priests and scribes 

↻ He saved others;  he cannot save himself!    32.  Let ‘the Christ – the King of Israel’!  – come down 

now from off the torture stake, [so] that we may see and believe. 

– also those impaled together with him insulted him.174 

Darkness for Three Hours175 
33.  When the sixth hour arrived a darkness fell over the whole land until the ninth hour.    34.  And at the ninth 

hour Jesus called out with a loud voice: 

 Almighty God ––––– Jesus Christ 

≻ ‘E´li, E´li, la´ma sa-bach-tha´ni?' 

which means, when translated: 

‘My God, my God, why have You forsaken me?’176 

35.  and some of those standing near, on hearing it, began to say: 

 ––––– some of the crowd nearby 

↻ See!  He is calling E-li´jah. 

36.  and someone ran, and having soaked a sponge with sour wine and put it on a reed, began giving him a 

drink,177 saying: 

 a certain person ––––– some of the crowd nearby 

↪ LET him be!  Let us see whether E-li´jah comes to take him down. 

37.  but Jesus let out a loud cry and expired.   38.  ...and the curtain of the sanctuary! was rent in two from top 

to bottom.178 

39.  Now, when the army officer that was standing opposite him saw he had expired under these 

circumstances, he said: 

 army officer ––––– 

⇒ Certainly this man was the Son of God. 

40.  There were also women viewing from a distance, among them Mary Mag´da-lene as well as Mary the 

mother of James the Less and of Jo´ses, and Sa-lo´me ["peaceful"],   41.  who used to accompany him and minister 

                                                     

 

 
172 Exodus 17:12 
173 Some translations include “And the scripture was fulfi lled which reads,  ‘And he was numbered with the transgressors’.”  
174 The insult of the wrongdoers was different –  they heard the priests say that he had powers, and those executed wrongdoers really needed 

such miraculous help to save them from their torture.   They insulted through their pain and the goading of the priests, wher eas the priests did 

so through sheer cruelty 
175 Matthew 27:45 ;  Mark 15:33;  Luke 23:44 ;  ( as the 3 days’ of darkness over Egypt Exodus 10:21 ) As prophesied in Ezekiel 32:7 also the fa ll of 

Israel  at Amos 8:9 and prophesied in Jeremiah 33:20  Compare antithetic promise of New Jerusalem –  Isaiah 60:19-20;   Revelation 21:22-27;   

Revelation 22:5 
176 See footnote to Matthew 27:46 
177 Ful filment of the prophetic dabbing of blood ( Jesus equated wi ne with his blood ) with a hyssop stalk on the l intels in Egypt  
178 Psalm 41:11 ( Matthew 27:51;   Luke 23:45  ) See 2nd  Kings 2:12 .  See Psalm 29:8 for prefigurement,  and Daniel 9:24 for prophecy,  also 1 s t Kings 

13:1-3 
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to him when he was in Gal´i-lee, and many other women who had come up together with him to 

Jerusalem. 

Joseph of Ar-i-ma-the´a – a San´he-drin Man – Buries Jesus’ Body179 
42.  Now as it was already late in the afternoon, and since it was Preparation – that is, the day before the 

Sabbath –   43.  Joseph of Ar-i-ma-the´a – a reputable member of the Council, who was himself also waiting 

for the kingdom of God – having come, took courage to go in before Pilate and asked for the body of 

Jesus.   44.  But Pilate wondered whether he was already dead, and summoning the army officer he asked him 

whether he had already died.   45.  So after having learned it from the army officer, he granted the corpse to 

Joseph.   46.  Then – having brought a linen cloth and having taken him down – he wrapped him in the fine 

linen and laid him in a tomb which was quarried out of a rock-mass;180  and he rolled a stone up to the 

door of the memorial tomb.   47.  But Mary Mag´da-lene and Mary the mother of Jo´ses continued watching 

where he had been laid. 

16 
1.  Then, the Sabbath181 having passed, Mary Mag´da-lene, and Mary the mother of James, and Sa-lo´me 

bought spices so that they might come and anoint him;   2.  very early on the first day of the week when the 

sun had risen they came to the memorial tomb.   3.  And they were saying to one another: 

 Mary Mag´da-lene, Mary the mother of James, Sa-lo´me ––––– 

↻ Who will roll182 the stone away from the door of the memorial tomb for us? 

4.  – but when they looked up, they beheld that the stone had been rolled away, even though it was very 

large.   5.  And having entered into the memorial tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right side 

clothed in a white robe, and they were thoroughly amazed.   6.  He said to them: 

 angel of Almighty God ––––– Mary Mag´da-lene, Mary the mother of James, Sa-lo´me ––––– 

⇒ STOP being amazed.  YOU are looking for Jesus the Naz-a-rene who was impaled.  He was raised up, 

he is not here... 

 angel of Almighty God ––––– Mary Mag´da-lene??
183

 

⇒ ...see!  the place where they laid him... 

7.  ...but go, tell his disciples – including Peter:184 

‘He is going ahead of YOU into Gal´i-lee;  there YOU will see him, just as he told YOU.’ 

8.  and coming out they fled from the memorial tomb, gripped by trembling and strong emotion.  And they 

told nobody anything, for they were very afraid. 

SHORT CONCLUSION 

Some later manuscripts conclude Mark 16:8, as follows: 

But all the things that had been commanded they related briefly to those around Peter.  Further, after these things, Jesus himself sent out 
[the word] through them from the east to the west the Holy and incorruptible proclamation of everlasting salvation. 

LONG CONCLUSION 

Certain ancient manuscripts add the following longer conclusion: 

9.  Having risen early on the first day of the week he appeared first to Mary Mag´da-lene, from whom he had expelled seven demons.185
   10.  

Having made her way, she told those who had been with him, as they were mourning and weeping...   11.  but when they heard he had come to 

life and had been seen by her, they did not believe.   12.  Moreover, after these things he appeared in another form to two of them walking 

                                                     

 

 
179 Ful filment of Isaiah 53:9 and 1s t Kings 13:26-32 ( Matthew 27:57;   Mark 15:42;  Luke 23:50 ;  John 19:38 ) 
180 Isaiah 53:9 
181 2 days’ Sabbath – see Matthew 28:1-2 for explanation 
182 See the antithesis at Joshua 5:9 – where Jehovah rolled away the reproach from Israel, whereas Israel rol led the stone upon Jesus’ burial by 

killing him 
183 According to the Greek, the angel says this to only one of the women – either a typographical error, or possibly meaning Mary Mag´da -lene, 

since she is prominent in all of the other gospel accounts of this visit to the t omb 
184 How tender!  The apostle who blasphemed Jesus with an oath –  who was evidently ashamed before his friends - is assured that Jesus is waiting 

for him also! 
185 Luke 8:1-2 
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along, as they were going into the country;186
   13.  and having come back they reported to the rest, but they did not believe these either.   14.  But 

later he appeared to the eleven as they were reclining at the table, and he reproached their lack of faith and hard-heartedness, because they 

did not believe those who had seen him risen from the dead.187
   15.  And he said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– 11 apostles 

⇒ Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.    16.  He that believes and is baptised will be saved, but he that 

does not believe will be condemned.    17.  Furthermore, these signs will accompany those believing: 

By the use of my name they will expel demons, they will speak new languages,   18.  and they will pick up serpents with their 

hands,188 and if they drink anything deadly it will not hurt them at all.  They will lay their hands upon sick people, and these 

will become well. 

19.  Then, after having spoken to them, the Lord Jesus, was taken up to heaven and sat down at the right hand of God.189
   20.  Accordingly they 

went out and preached everywhere, while the Lord was working with them and confirming the message through the accompanying signs. 

 

 

                                                     

 

 
186 The road to Em-ma´us?  Luke 24:10-15 
187 Because how could others believe their preaching i f they themselves gave no credence to the good news?  
188 Compare with Paul’s experience on Malta Acts 20:3-6 
189 Leviticus 25:1 fn 
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Luke 

THE GOOD NEWS ACCORDING TO 

Luke 
1 

1.  Whereas many have undertaken to compile a statement of the matters that are given full 

credence among us,   2.  just as those who – having been eyewitnesses and attendants of the 

message from the beginning – delivered these to us,   3.  I resolved also – having traced all things 

from the start with accuracy – to write them in logical order to you, most excellent The-

oph´i-lus ["friend of God"]1,   4.  that you may know fully the certainty of the things that you have been 

taught orally. 

 

5.  In the days of Herod, king of Ju-de´a, there happened to be a certain priest named Zech-a-ri´ah ["remembered 

of Jehovah"] of the division of A-bi´jah, and his wife was from the daughters of Aaron,2 and her name was 

Elizabeth ["oath of God"].   6.  Moreover, they were both righteous before God because of walking blamelessly in 

accord with all the commandments and legal requirements of Jehovah.   7.  However, they had no child, 

because Elizabeth was barren, and they were both well along in years. 

8.  Now as he was fulfilling his priest duties in the order of his division before God   9.  according to the 

solemn practice of the priestly office, it fell to him by lot to offer incense when he entered into the 

sanctuary of Jehovah.   10.  And all the multitude of the people was praying outside at the hour of offering 

incense. 

11.  ...Then Jehovah’s angel appeared to him, standing at the right side3 of the incense altar,   12.  and Zech-a-

ri´ah became troubled at the sight, and fear fell upon him.   13.  However, the angel said to him: 

 priest Zech-a-ri´ah ––––– Ga´bri-el, angel of Almighty God 

⇐ Do not be afraid, Zech-a-ri´ah, because your supplication has been favourably heard, and your wife 

Elizabeth will become mother to a son to you, and you are to call his name John.4 

14.  And he will be a joy to you and welcome, and many will rejoice over his birth –   15.  for he will be great 

before Jehovah.  But he must drink no wine and strong drink at all, but he will be filled with Holy spirit 

right from his mother’s womb   16.  and will turn back many of the sons of Israel to Jehovah their God.5 

17.  Also, he will go before Him with E-li´jah’s6 spirit and power 

...to turn back the hearts of fathers to children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the 

righteous 

 Malachi 4:6 (paraphrased) 
Almighty God (through Mal´a-chi) ––––––– people in the scroll of remembrance 

to make ready a people as prepared for Jehovah. 

18.  And Zech-a-ri´ah said to the angel: 

↪ How am I to be sure of this?  For I am old and my wife is well along in her years.7 

19.  In reply the angel said to him: 

                                                     

 

 
1 This may refer to a man who had been High Priest some few years after Jesus’ death  
2 Appropriate that Jesus – the greater Moses ( see wording of 2nd Corinthians 3:6-4:6 ) – should have someone descended from Aaron as his 

precursor 
3 Before the Menorah – so Zech-a-ri´ah could be certain that i t was not merely his imagination  
4 2nd Kings 4:16 ;  Genesis 18:10 
5 S imi lar to the announcement for Samson Judges 13:1-7 which set the Naz´i -rite pattern for John the Baptist 
6 Foretold through the prophet Mal´a -chi – see Malachi 4:5-6, also 1s t Kings 17:1 – 2nd Kings 2:11 ( and 2nd Chronic les 21:12-14 ) for l ife of E-li´jah.  

See Matthew 17:10 
7 I t is as if Zech-a-r i´ah only heard about the pregnancy!  – yet most of the angel’s words were in regard to E -l i´jah’s spirit and God’s purpose 

Genesis 17:15 
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↩ I am Ga´bri-el – the one who stands near before God8 – and I was sent forth to speak with you to 

declare the good news of these things to you.    20.  But, look!  You will be silent and not able to speak 

until that day when these things take place, because you did not believe my words, which will be 

fulfilled in their appointed time. 

21.  ...Meanwhile the people continued waiting for Zech-a-ri´ah, and they began to wonder at his delaying in 

the sanctuary.   22.  But on coming out he was unable to speak to them, and they perceived that he had just 

seen a supernatural sight in the sanctuary – and he kept making signs to them, but remained dumb. 

23.  When, now, the days of his public service had been fulfilled, he went off back to his home... 

24.  ...but after these days Elizabeth his wife did become pregnant;  and she kept herself secluded for five 

months, saying: 

 Elizabeth, wife of Zech-a-ri´ah ––––– 

↻ 25.  This is the way Jehovah has dealt with me in these days when He has given me His attention to 

take away my reproach among men. 

26.  And in her sixth month, the angel Ga´bri-el was sent forth [again] from God, to a city of Gal´i-lee named 

Naz´a-reth,   27.  to a virgin promised in marriage to a man named Joseph of David’s house;  and the name of 

the virgin was Mary.   28.  And when he went in before her he said: 

 Mary, promised in marriage to Joseph ––––– angel of Almighty God 

⇐ Greetings, highly favoured one, Jehovah is with you. 

29.  But she was deeply disturbed at the words and wondered what sort of greeting this might be.   30.  So the 

angel said to her: 

Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have indeed found favour with God.   31.  And look!  you will conceive in your 

womb and give birth to a son, and you are to call his name Jesus.    32.  This one will be great and be called: 

‘Son of the Most High’ 

and Jehovah God will give him the throne of David his father,   33.  and he will rule as king over the house of 

Jacob forever, and there will be no end to his kingdom. 

34.  But Mary said to the angel: 

↪ How is this to be, since I am not having intercourse with a man? 

35.  in answer the angel said to her: 

↩ Holy spirit will come upon you, and power of the Most High will overshadow you.  For that reason 

what is born will also be called Holy, Son of God.   36.  And look!  Elizabeth your relative has also herself 

conceived a son, in her old age, and this is the sixth month for her – the so-called ‘barren woman’ –   37.  

because nothing will be impossible with God. 

38.  Then Mary said: 

↪ Look!  Jehovah’s slave girl!9 May it happen with me according to your declaration. 

– at which the angel departed from her. 

39.  So Mary rose in those days and went with haste into the mountainous country, to a city of Judah,   40.  and 

she entered into the home of Zech-a-ri´ah and greeted Elizabeth.   41.  Well, as Elizabeth heard the greeting 

of Mary, the infant in her womb leaped;  and Elizabeth was filled with Holy spirit,   42.  and she called out with 

a loud cry and said: 

 Elizabeth ––––– Mary 

“Blessed are you among women...  and blessed is the fruit of your womb!” 

                                                     

 

 
8 THE Ga´bri -el who delivered the 70 weeks prophecy about the Mes -si´ah to Daniel Daniel 9:21-22 
9 See Psalm 86:16  & Psalm 116:16 
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 Deuteronomy 7:14, 13 (paraphrased) 
Moses ––––––– Sons of Israel on the shore of the Promised Land 

43.  So how should this [privilege] be mine, to have the mother of my Lord10 come to me?   44.  For look!  as the 

sound of your greeting fell upon my ears, the baby in my womb leaped with great gladness.   45.  Happy too 

is she that believed, because there will be a fulfilment of those things spoken to her from Jehovah. 

46.  And Mary said: 

↩ My soul magnifies Jehovah,11
   47.  and my spirit is overjoyed in God my Saviour;    48.  because He has looked 

upon the low position of His slave girl.  For look!  from now on all generations will pronounce me 

blessed!12
   49.  because the powerful One has done great things to me, and His Name is Holy, 

50.  and for generations after generations His mercy is upon those who fear Him. 

 Deuteronomy 7:9 (paraphrased) 
Moses ––––––– Sons of Israel on the shore of the Promised Land 

51.  He has performed mightily with His Arm, He has scattered those haughty in the intention of their 

hearts.13
   52.  He has brought down rulers from thrones and exalted the humble;   53.  He has satisfied hungry 

ones with good things14 and He has sent away empty those who had wealth.   54.  He has come to the aid of 

Israel His servant!  – to call to mind mercy,   55.  just as He said to our forefathers: 

‘...to Abraham ...and to his seed ...forever.’ 

 Genesis 17:7 (paraphrased) 

Almighty God ––––––– Abraham 

56.  …and Mary dwelt with her for about three months, then returned to her own home.15 

57.  The time now became due for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son.   58.  And the neighbours and her 

relatives heard that Jehovah had magnified His mercy16 to her, and they began to rejoice with her.   59.  And 

on the eighth day they came to circumcise the young child, and they were going to call it by the name of 

its father – Zech-a-ri´ah.   60.  But in response its mother said: 

 Elizabeth ––––– neighbours and relatives 

⇒ No, indeed!  but he shall be called ‘John’. 

61.  At this they said to her: 

↩ There is no one among your relatives who is called by this name. 

62.  so they went asking its father by signs what he wanted it to be called.   63.  And he asked for a tablet and 

wrote: 

‘His name is John’ 

– and they all marvelled!17
   64.  Moreover, his mouth was instantly opened and his tongue loosed and he 

began to speak, blessing God...   65.  and fear fell upon all those living in their neighbourhood;  and in the 

whole mountainous country of Ju-de´a all these things began to be talked around,   66.  and all that heard 

made note of it in their hearts, saying: 

 ––––– People in the region of Ju-de´a 

↻ What really will this young child be? 

– for the hand of Jehovah was indeed with it.   67.  Then Zech-a-ri´ah its father was filled with Holy spirit, and 

he prophesied, saying: 

                                                     

 

 
10 “my Lord” – just as David called him “my Lord”  
11 Voicing a ful filment of David’s yearning 1 s t Samuel 26:24 
12 Genesis 30:13;  Psalm 72:17 
13 Israel was under an Id-u-me´an king,  and yet this great blessing of the Mes -si´ah and of the E-li´ jah came to humble men and women 
14 Prayer of Han´nah 1s t Samuel 2:7-8;   and of A´saph after the return from Babylonian exile Psalm 107:33-43 
15 To the end of the full term for Elizabeth.  Mary would most likely have stayed for the circumcision and heard Zech-a-ri´ah’s speech 
16 Not only became unbarren – and at an advanced age –  but also bore a live,  male chi ld! 
17 Surprised because the father –  after whom the chi ld was about to be named – chose a di fferent name, despite the years of childlessness  
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 Zech-a-ri´ah ––––– 

≺ 68.  Blessed be Jehovah the God of Israel, because He has turned His attention to and performed 

deliverance toward His people,    69.  and He has raised up a horn of salvation18 for us in the house of 

David His servant,   70.  just as He spoke through the mouth of His Holy prophets from of old    71.  of our 

salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all those hating us;    72.  to fulfil the mercy in 

connection with our forefathers and for His Holy covenant to be brought to mind –   73.  the oath that He 

swore to Abraham our forefather:    74.  to grant us that after we have been rescued from the hands of 

enemies we might fearlessly serve Him,   75.  with loyalty and righteousness before Him all our days. 

 Zech-a-ri´ah ––––– John 

⇒ 76.  But as for you, young child, you will be called ‘a prophet of the Most High’, for you will indeed 

precede before [the face of] Jehovah to make His ways ready,19
   77.  to give knowledge of salvation to 

His people by forgiveness of their sins,    78.  because of the tender compassion of our God.20 

With this compassion a sunrise will visit us21 from on high,   79.  to shine upon those in darkness and sitting 

in death’s shadow, to direct our feet in the way of peace.22 

80.  And the young child went on growing and was strengthened in the spirit, and he continued in the 

deserts until the day of his appearing before Israel. 

2 
1.  Now in those days a decree went forth from Caesar Au-gus´tus ["venerable"] to register all the inhabited 

earth   2.  (this first registration23 took place when Qui-rin´i-us ["warrior"] was governing Syria)   3.  and all people went to be 

registered, each one to his own [birth family] city.   4.  Of course, Joseph also went up from Gal´i-lee out of the 

city of Naz´a-reth, into Ju-de´a – to David’s city, which is called Beth´le-hem – because of his being a 

member of the house and family of David,   5.  to get registered with Mary, who had been given him in 

marriage as promised, at present heavy with child.   6.  While they were there, the days came to the full for 

her to give birth.   7.  And she gave birth to her son, the first-born, and she bound him with cloth bands and 

laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the lodging house.24 

8.  There were also in that same country shepherds living out of doors and keeping watches in the night 

over their flocks.   9.  Then suddenly Jehovah’s angel stood by them, and Jehovah’s glory shone around them, 

and they became very fearful.   10.  But the angel said to them: 

 (likely Ga´bri-el) angel of Almighty God ––––– country shepherds out of doors 

⇒ DO not be afraid, for look!  I declare to YOU good news of a great joy which is for all the people,   11.  

because today there was born to YOU a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord, in David’s city.    12.  And this is a 

sign for YOU:  YOU will find an infant bound in cloth bands and lying in a manger. 

13.  And suddenly there was a multitude25 of the heavenly army with the angel, praising God and saying: 

 a multitude of angels ––––– 

≺ 14.  Glory in the heights above to God, and peace upon earth among men of goodwill. 

15.  Then as the angels were departing from them into heaven, the shepherds began saying to one another: 

 ––––– country shepherds out of doors 

↻ Let us go clear to Beth´le-hem and see this thing that has taken place, which Jehovah has made 

                                                     

 

 
18 Speaking not of his son John, but of the Mes-si´ah whom he will precede 
19 John declares a 42 month drought on the rulers of Israel 1s t Kings 17 ( Matthew 3:1-3;  Mark 1:4;   John 1:23 ) 
20 This is the baptism by water, the declaration of contrition for ones sins – the first step to the forgiveness which God will give, and did give 

through His son the Christ.   This tender compassion remov es the need for formal sacri fice, as foretold Daniel 9:27 
21 Revelation 12:1  Also compare with Isaiah 60:1-3 
22 Isaiah 9:1,2 ;  Matthew 4:12-17 .  Sadly this would only come after his son, John, had been arrested.  The people listening would be astonished, 

and would understand that the supernatural occurrence which set Zech -a-r i´ah dumb had told him these very things!  And it is marvellous for 

Israel ! 
23 . ..which registration was linked to false prophet Acts 5:35-39 
24 Perhaps referring to Chim´ham Jeremiah 41:17  – a loyal servant of King David, who had an inn near Beth´le -hem which was used to aid a f leeing 

fugitive en route to Egypt 
25 Although there were only two loyal senior angels Daniel 10:21 this shows there were clearly a large number of other angels in Heaven who  

were loyal to God 
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known to us. 

16.  And they went with haste and found both Mary and Joseph, and the infant lying in the manger.    17.  When 

they had seen it, they made known the word that had been spoken to them concerning this young child,   18.  

and everyone who heard marvelled over the things told them by the shepherds...   19.  but Mary [silently] 

preserved all these sayings, drawing conclusions in her heart.   20.  Then the shepherds went back, glorifying 

and praising God for all the things they heard and saw, just as these had been told them. 

21.  Now when eight days26 came to the full for circumcising him, his name was also called Jesus – the name 

called by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.   22.  Also [33 days later], when the days for purifying 

them according to the law of Moses came to the full,27 they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him 

to Jehovah,   23.  just as it is written in Jehovah’s law: 

Every male opening a womb must be called Holy to Jehovah 

 Exodus 13:2 
Almighty God ––––––– Moses 

24.  and to offer sacrifice according to what is said in the law of Jehovah: 

A pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons 

 Leviticus 12:8 
Moses (words of Almighty God) ––––––– sons of Israel 

Sim´e-on 
25.  And look!  there was a man in Jerusalem named Sim´e-on ["harkening"].  This man was righteous and 

reverent – waiting for the calling28 of Israel – and Holy spirit was upon him.   26.  Furthermore, it had been 

divinely revealed to him by the Holy spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Christ of 

Jehovah.   27.  Under the power of the spirit he now came into the temple;  and as the parents brought the 

young child Jesus in to do for it according to the customary practice of the law,   28.  he himself received it 

into his arms and blessed God and said: 

 Almighty God ––––– Sim´e-on 

⇐ 29.  Now, Sovereign Lord, You are letting Your slave depart in peace according to Your word;    30.  because 

my eyes have seen Your means of salvation    31.  that You have made ready in the sight of all the peoples:   

32.  a light to enlighten the nations29 and a glory of Your people Israel. 

33.  – and its father and mother continued wondering at the things being spoken about it.   34.  Also, Sim´e-on 

blessed them, but said to Mary its mother: 

 Mary ––––– Sim´e-on 

⇐ Look!  This one is laid for the falling – and the rising!  – of many in Israel30 and for a sign to be talked 

against   35.  (yes, a long broad sword will be run through your soul) in order that the reasonings of many 

hearts may be uncovered. 

Anna 
36.  Now there was Anna ["grace"] – a prophetess, Phan´u-el’s ["the face of God"] daughter, of the tribe of Ash´er ...  
(this woman was well along in years, [and] having lived with a husband for seven years from her virginity   37.  she was a widow, now 

eighty-four years old)31 ...who was never missing from the temple, rendering sacred service night and day with 

fastings and supplications.   38.  And in that very hour she came near, responding with thanks to God and 

speaking about the child to all those waiting for the deliverance [redemption] of Jerusalem.32 

                                                     

 

 
26 Leviticus 12:3 
27 Leviticus 12:4-6 
28 The Greek word means calling, summoning, exhortation and consolat ion.  This was clearly a Divine event encompassing all  of these things  
29 Isaiah 9:2 
30 “falling... and rising” not necessarily of the very same individuals.  Being re -born of spirit John 3:3-16.  See the sign of the two doves Leviticus 

14:1-7 –  “The fall ing. ..” Christ the atonement ( Leviticus 16:9  ) remains at the temple to be sacri ficed, but the traditionalists choose the wi lderness 

with A-za´zel ( Bar -ab´bas ) to be “released to them” ( Mark 15:6-15  );  “ .. .and the r is ing of many in Israel” when the leper is cleansed by the 

blood-splattered 2 n d dove in Christ’s reign  
31 What a hard li fe!  Married for seven years,  then her husband died,  and she had been alone for 60 years  
32 The fact that Anna spoke to all whom she met means that many would be utterly dejected when Herod slaughtered the innocents  
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39.  So when they had carried out all the things according to the law of Jehovah, they went back into Gal´i-

lee to their own town Naz´a-reth.   40.  And the young child continued growing and getting strong, being 

filled with wisdom, and God’s favour continued upon him. 

Jesus Reasons in the Temple 
41.  Now his parents were accustomed to go from year to year to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover.    

42.  And when he became twelve years old, they went up according to the custom of the festival   43.  and 

completed the days.  But when they were returning, the boy Jesus remained behind in Jerusalem...  and his 

parents did not notice it.   44.  Moreover assuming that he was in the company travelling together, they 

covered a day’s distance… then began to look for him among the relatives and acquaintances...   45.  but 

having not found him, they returned to Jerusalem, making a diligent search for him. 

46.  Well, after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers and listening to 

them and questioning them,   47.  but all those listening33 to him were in constant amazement at his 

understanding and his answers.   48.  Now when they [his parents] saw him they were struck with astonishment!  

and his mother said to him: 

 Mary ––––– young Jesus 

⇒ Child, why did you treat us this way?  Here your father and I have been in mental distress looking for 

you. 

49.  but he said to them: 

↩ Why did YOU have to go looking for me?  Did YOU not know that I must be in the house of my 

Father? 

50.  – however, they did not grasp the word that he spoke to them. 

51.  Then he went down with them and came to Naz´a-reth, and he remained subject to them, and his 

mother carefully kept all these sayings in her heart.   52.  And Jesus went on growing in wisdom and in stature 

and in favour with God and men.34 

John Begins His Baptising Ministry 

3 
1.  In the fifteenth year of the reign of Ti-be´ri-us Caesar, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Ju-de´a, and 

Herod was district ruler of Gal´i-lee, while his brother Philip was district ruler of the country of It-u-rae´a 
["past the limits" or "he will arrange"] and of Trach-o-ni´tis ["a rugged region"], and Ly-sa´ni-as ["that drives away sorrow"] was 

district ruler of Ab-i-le´ne ["grassy meadow"],   2.  in the high priesthood of An´nas ["humble"] and of Ca´ia-phas, 

God’s declaration came to35 John the son of Zech-a-ri´ah in the wilderness. 

3.  So he came into all the country around the Jordan, preaching baptism [in symbol] of repentance for 

forgiveness of sins,   4.  just as it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet: 

The voice of someone is crying out in the wilderness: 

‘PREPARE the way of Jehovah, make His roads straight.   5.  Every gully will be filled up, 

and every mountain and hill be made level;  the curves will become straight and the rough 

places smooth.   6.  And all flesh will see the salvation of God.’ 

 Isaiah 40:3-5 (prophetic) 
“prophet in the wilderness” during restoration of Jerusalem ––––––– Jewish exiles 

7.  Therefore he began to say to the crowds coming out to be baptised by him: 

 John the baptist ––––– masses treating it as casual 

⇒ YOU offspring of vipers!  Who has intimated to YOU to flee from the coming wrath?    8.  Therefore 

produce fruits that befit repentance, and do not begin saying within yourselves 

‘We have Abraham as our father.’ 

                                                     

 

 
33 Ful filment of Isaiah 11:8 
34 Proverbs 3:2-3 Compare with 1 st Samuel 2:26 and Mary’s quote of Han´nah at Luke 1:53 
35 John was already in the wilderness when God’s declaration and mission came to him.  See John 1:33 
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for I say to YOU that God has power to raise up children to Abraham from these stones.36
   9.  Indeed, the 

axe37 is already lying outstretched toward the root of the trees;  every tree, therefore, not producing fine 

fruit is to be cut down and thrown into the fire. 

10.  And the crowds would ask him: 

↩ What then shall we do? 

11.  In reply he would say to them: 

↪ Let the man that has two undergarments share with the man that has none, and let him that has 

food do the same. 

12.  But even tax collectors came to be baptised, and they said to him: 

 John the baptist ––––– tax collectors 

⇐ Teacher, what shall we do? 

13.  He said to them: 

↪ Do not extract anything more than the tax rate. 

14.  Also, those in military service would ask him: 

 John the baptist ––––– military men 

⇐ What shall we also do? 

and he said to them: 

↪ Do not harass anybody nor accuse anybody falsely,38 but be satisfied with YOUR provisions. 

15.  Now as the people were in expectation and all were reasoning in their hearts about John: 

 ––––– people observing and hearing John the baptist 

↻ ‘May he perhaps be the Christ?’ 

16.  John gave the answer, saying to all: 

 John the baptist ––––– people observing and hearing John the baptist 

↪ I, for my part, baptise YOU with water;  but the one stronger than I am is coming, the lace of whose 

sandals I am not fit to remove.39  He will baptise YOU people with Holy spirit and fire.    17.  His 

winnowing shovel is in his hand to thoroughly cleanse his threshing floor40 and to gather the wheat 

into his storehouse, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.41 

18.  – indeed by exhorting about many other things he continued declaring good news to the people. 

19.  ...but Herod the district ruler, being reproved42 by him concerning He-ro´di-as the wife of his [still 

living] brother – and concerning all the wicked deeds that Herod did!  –   20.  added also this to all 

those [deeds]:  he locked John up in prison! 

Jesus Baptised43 
21.  Now when all the people were being baptised, Jesus was also baptised, and as he was praying...  heaven 

was opened up   22.  and the Holy spirit in a physical form of a dove44 came down upon him, and a voice came 

                                                     

 

 
36 See Matthew 3:9 
37 2nd Kings 6:1-7 ( Matthew 3:10 ;  Luke 3:9 ) 
38 Evidently to extract a fine or “gratuity” from them  
39 . ..in welcome to his home.  See Moses – who prefigured the Christ – on Mt Si´nai at Exodus 3:5 
40 The Pharisees would understand the gravity of this statement – as prophesied by Isaiah Isaiah 29:2 .  The temple was founded on the threshing 

f loor of Or´nan ( 2nd  Chronicles 3:1 ) which was the place where God’s angel paused in his slaughter ( 1 s t Chronic les 21:15 )  Christ – prefigured 

by King David 2nd Samuel 23:2-7 is to completely clear up the threshing floor, then he will sift the temple – and its rulers 
41 Prophesied by Jesus Mark 9:1 
42 Matthew 14:3-4;  Mark 6:17-18;  appropriate – that by Law Leviticus 20:21  Herod An´ti -pas should be condemned to die childless –  since he had 

turned a blind eye to h i s father’s slaughter of the innocent Matthew 2:16-18 
43 Ful filment of Moses knowing beforehand, and identifying after the dew water had passed – the Manna from heaven Exodus 16:15 ;  Matthew 3:13-

17 ;  Mark 1:9-11;  John 1:  29-34 
44 ( Matthew 3:16;  Mark 1:10;  Luke 3:22;  John 1:32 ) See Genesis 8:8-12 –  the dove representing God’s spirit  
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out of heaven: 

 Almighty God ––––– Jesus Christ 

⇒ You are My Son, the beloved;  I am pleased with you.45 

Genealogy of Jesus 
23.  Furthermore, Jesus himself, at the beginning [of his ministry], was about thirty years old,46 being the son, as 

the opinion was: 

of Joseph, 

[son] of He´li, 

24.  [son] of Mat´that, 

[son] of Le´vi, 

[son] of Mel´chi, 

[son] of Jan´na-i, 

[son] of Joseph, 

25.  [son] of Mat-ta-thi´as, 

[son] of A´mos, 

[son] of Na´hum, 

[son] of Es´li, 

[son] of Nag´ga-i, 

26.  [son] of Ma´ath, 

[son] of Mat-ta-thi´as, 

[son] of Sem´e-in, 

[son] of Jo´sech, 

[son] of Jo´da, 

27.  [son] of Jo-an´an, 

[son] of Rhe´sa, 

[son] of Ze-rub´ba-bel,47 

[son] of She-al´ti-el, 

[son] of Ne´ri, 

28.  [son] of Mel´chi, 

[son] of Ad´di, 

[son] of Co´sam, 

[son] of El-ma´dam, 

[son] of Er, 

29.  [son] of Jesus, 

[son] of E-li-e´zer, 

[son] of Jo´rim, 

[son] of Mat´that, 

[son] of Le´vi, 

                                                     

 

 
45 ( Mark 1:11 ;  Luke 3:22  ) Psalm 2:7 ;  Psalm 18:16  Divine sign that Christ is the son of David, the new David  
46 Compare with Ezekiel 1:1 for age of that prophet when he received his vision from God  
47 See Ezra 3:2  for lineage 
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30.  [son] of Sym´e-on, 

[son] of Judas, 

[son] of Joseph, 

[son] of Jo´nam, 

[son] of E-li´a-kim, 

31.  [son] of Me´le-a, 

[son] of Men´na, 

[son] of Mat´ta-tha, 

[son] of Nathan, 

[son] of David, 

32.  [son] of Jes´se, 

[son] of O´bed, 

[son] of Bo´az, 

[son] of Sal´a [“shoot”] [aka Sal´mon], 48 

[son] of Nah´shon, 

33.  [son] of Am-min´a-dab, 

[son] of Ar´ni, 

[son] of Hez´ron, 

[son] of Pe´rez, 

[son] of Judah, 

34.  [son] of Jacob, 

[son] of Isaac, 

[son] of Abraham, 

[son] of Te´rah, 

[son] of Na´hor, 

35.  [son] of Se´rug, 

[son] of Re´u, 

[son] of Pe´leg, 

[son] of E´ber, 

[son] of She´lah, 

36.  [son] of Ca-i´nan, 

[son] of Ar-pach´shad, 

[son] of Shem, 

[son] of Noah, 

[son] of La´mech, 

37.  [son] of Me-thu´se-lah, 

[son] of E´noch, 

[son] of Ja´red, 

[son] of Ma-ha´la-le-el, 

                                                     

 

 
48 Compare with other genealogy Matthew 1:4 



 

Page 120 of  242 Luke  
 

[son] of Ca-i´nan [Ke´nan],49 

38.  [son] of E´nosh, 

[son] of Seth, 

[son] of Adam, 

[son] of God. 

Jesus Tested by the Devil50 

4 
1.  Now Jesus, full of Holy spirit, turned away from the Jordan, and he was led about by the spirit in the 

wilderness   2.  for forty days,51 while being tempted by the Devil.  Furthermore, he ate nothing in those days, 

and so, when they had concluded, he felt hungry.   3.  At this the Devil said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Satan 

⇐ If you are a son of God,52 tell this stone to become a loaf of bread. 

4.  but Jesus replied to him: 

↪ It is written: 

‘Man must not live on bread alone’ 

 Deuteronomy 8:3 
Moses ––––––– 

5.  So leading him up he showed him all the kingdoms of the inhabited earth in an instant of time;   6.  and the 

Devil said to him: 

⇐ I will give you all this authority and their glory, because it has been delivered to me, and I give it to 

whomever I wish.  7.  Therefore, if you will do an act of worship before me, it will all be yours.53 

8.  In reply Jesus said to him: 

↪ It is written, 

‘It is Jehovah your God you must worship, and it is to Him alone you must render sacred 

service.’ 

 Deuteronomy 10:20 
Moses ––––––– 

9.  Now he led him into Jerusalem and stationed him upon the battlement of the temple and said to him: 

⇐ If you are a son of God, hurl yourself down from here;    10.  for it is written: 

He will give His angels a charge concerning you, to preserve you, 

11.  and 

They will carry you on their hands, that you may not strike your foot against a stone. 

 Psalm 91:11,12 
Moses ––––––– 

12.  In answer Jesus said to him: 

↪ It is said: 

                                                     

 

 
49 This is Ke´nan –  smith –  rather than Ca´naan ( [“lowland”, “humiliated”] ) 
50 Matthew 4:1;   Mark 1:12 This whole interaction with the devil  is quoting Moses 
51 Like Moses Exodus 24:18 ;  Exodus 34:28  – Matthew 4:1-2 ;  Mark 1:12-13 and E-li´jah 1s t Kings 19 
52 Foretold in scripture –  God’s offspring Isaiah 53:10 
53 See footnote to Matthew 4:8 & 9 
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‘You must not put Jehovah your God to the test.’ 

 Deuteronomy 6:16 
Moses ––––––– 

13.  – so having concluded every temptation, the devil retired from him until another convenient time. 

Jesus Reads Isaiah in the Synagogue 
14.  Now Jesus returned in the power of the spirit into Gal´i-lee.  And good talk concerning him spread out 

through all the surrounding country.   15.  Then he began to teach in their synagogues, being held in honour 

by all. 

16.  And he came to Naz´a-reth, where he had been raised, and according to his custom on the Sabbath day 

he entered into the synagogue and stood up to read.   17.  Now the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed 

to him, and he opened the scroll and found the place where it was written: 

18.  Jehovah’s spirit is upon me, because He anointed me to preach good news to the poor.  He 

sent me forth to proclaim a release to the captives and a recovery of sight to the blind, to 

send the crushed ones away with a release,   19.  to preach Jehovah’s acceptable year.54 

 Isaiah 61:1, 2a;   

Isaiah ––––––– 

20.  With that he rolled up the scroll, handed it back to the attendant and sat down, and the eyes of all in 

the synagogue were fixed upon him.   21.  Then he started to say to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– people in the synagogue 

⇒ This scripture is fulfilled – today!  – in YOUR hearing. 

22.  And they all began to give favourable witness about him and to marvel at the words of graciousness55 
[charity] proceeding out of his mouth, and they were saying: 

 ––––– people in the synagogue 

↻ ‘Is this not the son of Joseph?’ 

23.  At this he said to them: 

↪ No doubt YOU will apply this illustration to me: 

“Physician, cure yourself!” 

↩ ‘ the things we heard as having been done in Ca-per´na-um do here also, in your home 

territory.’ 

24.  – but he said: 

Truly I tell YOU that no prophet is acceptable in his home territory.   25.  For instance, I tell YOU in truth:  

there were many widows in Israel in the days of E-li´jah when heaven was shut up three years and six 

months so that a great famine fell upon all the land –   26.  yet E-li´jah was sent to none of them, but only 

to a widow in Zar´e-phath ["refinery"] in the land of Si´don.56
   27.  Also there were many lepers in Israel in the 

time of E-li´sha the prophet – yet not one of them was cleansed, but [only] Na´a-man ["pleasantness"]57 the 

man of Syria. 

28.  Now all those hearing these things in the synagogue became filled with anger58
   29.  and they rose up and 

hurried him out of the city, and they led him to the brow of the mountain upon which their city had been 

built, in order to throw him down headlong!   30.  – but passing through their midst he continued on his way. 

                                                     

 

 
54 ( Isaiah 34:8 ) Leviticus 16:33-34 The High priest entered once a year – that period of a year signifying the completeness of the old era under 

the pattern of future things.  Jehovah’s acceptable year ( Isaiah 63:4 ) marked by Christ entering into God’s presence to offer his own sacrif ice.  

Hebrews 9:6-7 The earthly groundwork for that year will be done by the Christ until  the end of his reign  
55 Here, graciousness refers to giving –  the people are amazed at God’s giving to them!  
56 1 s t Kings 17:6-15.   Prophetic of John the Baptist – no downpour upon the religious leaders, but only on the poor.  See James 5:17, also the 

il lustration of the fruitless tree which refused to take the water at Luke 13:6-9 
57 2nd Kings 5:1-19 
58 Jesus has compared them to those who disregarded E -li´ jah and E-li´sha 
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31.  Then he went down to Ca-per´na-um, a city of Gal´i-lee, and he was teaching them on the Sabbath...   32.  

and they were astounded at his way of teaching, because his speech was with authority.    33.  Now in the 

synagogue there was a man with a spirit – an unclean demon – and he shouted with a loud voice: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– unclean spirit in a possessed man 

⇐ 34.  Ah!  What have we to do with you, Jesus you Naz-a-rene?  Did you come to destroy us?  I know 

exactly who you are, the Holy One of God. 

35.  – but Jesus rebuked it, saying: 

↪ Be silent, and come out of him. 

So, after throwing the man down in their midst, the demon came out of him without hurting him.   36.  At 

this, astonishment fell upon all, and they began to converse with one another, saying: 

 people in the synagogue observing the healing of the possessed man 

↻ What sort of speech is this?  because he orders the unclean spirits – with authority and power – 

and out they come! 

37.  – so the news concerning him kept going out into every corner of the surrounding country. 

38.  ...And rising up out of the synagogue he entered into Simon’s home, moreover Simon’s mother-in-law 

was afflicted with a high fever, and they made request of him for her.   39.  So he stood over her and rebuked 

the fever, and it left her.  Instantly she rose and began ministering to them.59
   40.  But when the sun was 

setting [end of the Sabbath day], all those who had people sick with various diseases brought them to him...  and 

by laying his hands upon each one of them he would cure them.   41.  Moreover demons also would come out 

of many,60 crying out and saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– demons leaving possessed people 

≻ ‘You are the Son of God.’ 

but rebuking them, he would not allow them to speak, because they knew him to be the Christ. 

42.  However, daybreak having arrived and he having gone out, he proceeded to go to a lonely place.  But 

the crowds began hunting about for him and came out to where he was, and they tried to detain him 

from going away from them.   43.  But he said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– crowds in Ca-per´na-um 

⇒ I must also declare the good news of the kingdom of God to other cities, because this is why I was 

sent forth. 

44.  – and so he went on preaching in [other] synagogues of Gal´i-lee. 

5 
1.  On an occasion when the crowd was pressing close upon him and listening to the word of God, and he 

was standing beside the lake of Gen-nes´a-ret,   2.  he saw two boats docked at the lakeside, but the 

fishermen had got out of them and were washing off their nets.   3.  Going aboard one of the boats, which 

was Simon’s, he asked him to pull away a little from land, then having sat down he began teaching the 

crowds from the boat.   4.  When he finished speaking, he said to Simon: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Simon Peter 

⇒ Pull out to where it is deep, and lower YOUR nets for a catch. 

5.  But in answer Simon said: 

↩ Instructor, we toiled for the whole night and took nothing...  but at your bidding I will lower the nets. 

6.  Well, when they did this, they caught a great multitude of fish – in fact their nets began ripping apart!   7.  

So they beckoned to their partners in the other boat to come and assist them;  and they did come, and 

they filled both boats so that they [both] began to sink!   8.  Seeing this, Simon Peter fell down at the knees of 

                                                     

 

 
59 See Matthew 8:14 
60 The people would be concerned that so many demons were in their district aff lictin g so many of their sickly ones 
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Jesus, saying: 

Depart from me, Lord, because I am a sinful man. 

9.  – for astonishment overwhelmed him and all those with him at the catch of fish which they had taken   10.  

and likewise also James and John – the sons of Zeb´e-dee who were partners with Simon.  But Jesus said 

to Simon: 

↪ Stop being afraid.  From now on you will be catching men.61 

11.  – and on bringing the boats back to land, they abandoned everything and followed him. 

Jesus Heals a Leper 
12.  On a further occasion while he was in one of the cities, look!  [there was] a man full of leprosy who, 

having caught sight of Jesus, fell upon his face and begged him, saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– leprous man 

⇐ Lord, if you just want to, you can make me clean. 

13.  – and so, stretching out his hand, he touched him, saying: 

↪ I want to.  Be made clean. 

and immediately the leprosy left him.   14.  But he told the man to tell nobody... 

⇒ ...but on going off, show yourself to the priest and make an offering in connection with your cleansing, 

just as Moses directed, as a witness to them. 

15.  – but the word about him was spreading all the more, and great crowds would come to listen and to be 

cured of their sicknesses.   16.  However, he continued withdrawing into the wilderness [away from the towns] and 

praying. 

Jesus Heals Paralysed Man62 
17.  In the course of one of the days he was teaching, and Pharisees and teachers of the law who had come 

out of every village of Gal´i-lee and Ju-de´a and Jerusalem were sitting nearby – and Jehovah’s power was 

there for him to do healing.   18.  And look!  [there were] men carrying a paralysed man upon a bed, and they 

were seeking a way to bring him in and place him before him.   19.  However, not finding a way to bring him in 

on account of the crowd, they climbed up to the roof, and they let him down with the bed through the 

tiling into the midst of those in front of Jesus.   20.  And when he saw their faith he said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– paralysed man 

⇒ Fellow, your sins are forgiven you. 

21.  Thereupon the scribes and the Pharisees started to reason, saying: 

 ––––– Pharisees and scribes 

↻ ‘Who is this that is speaking blasphemies?  Who can forgive sins except God alone?’ 

22.  – but Jesus, having discerned their reasonings, said in answer to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Pharisees and scribes 

↪ What are YOU reasoning in YOUR hearts?    23.  Which is easier, to say: 

‘You have been forgiven of your sins, 

or to say: 

‘Get up and walk’   ? 

24.  But in order for YOU to know that the Son of man has authority on the earth to forgive sins... 

– he said to the paralysed man: 

                                                     

 

 
61 ( Matthew 4:19;  Mark 1:17;  Luke 5:10 ) See prophetic pattern in Jeremiah 16:15-16 
62 ( Matthew 9:1-7;   Mark 2:1-8 ;  Luke 5:17-26 ) – compare Luke 7:36-50 
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⇒ I say to you:  Get up and pick up your little bed and be on your way home. 

25.  – and instantly he rose up before them, and on picking up what he used to lie on he went off to his 

home, glorifying God.   26.  Then an ecstasy seized one and all, and they began to glorify God, and they 

became filled with fear, saying: 

 crowd at the house 

↻ We have seen incredible things today! 

Le´vi the Tax Collector Called – Jesus Eats at his House 
27.  Now after these things he went out and beheld a tax collector named Le´vi sitting at the tax office, and 

he said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Le´vi 

⇒ Follow me... 

28.  – and leaving everything behind63 he rose up and went following him.   29.  Also, Le´vi spread a big reception 

feast for him in his house;  and there was a great crowd of tax collectors and others [other sinners] who were 

with them reclining at the meal.   30.  At this the Pharisees and their scribes began murmuring to his disciples, 

saying: 

 Jesus’ disciples ––––– Pharisees and their scribes 

⇐ Why do YOU eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners? 

31.  In reply Jesus said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Pharisees and their scribes 

↪ Those who are healthy do not need a physician, but rather those who are ailing [do].   32.  I have not come 

to call righteous, but sinners to repentance.64 

33.  They65 said to him: 

↩ The disciples of John fast frequently and offer supplications,66 and so do those of the Pharisees, but 

yours eat and drink!67 

34.  Jesus said to them: 

↪ Can YOU make the sons of the bridal chamber68 fast while the bridegroom is with them?    35.  Yet days 

will come when the bridegroom will be taken away from them;  then they will fast, in those days.69 

36.  Further, he went on to give an illustration to them: 

⇒ No one cuts a patch from a new outer garment and sews it onto an old outer garment;  but if he 

does, then both the new patch tears away and the patch from the new garment does not match the 

old.   37.  Moreover, no one puts new wine into old wineskins;  but if he does, then the new wine will burst 

the wineskins, and it will be spilled out and the wineskins will be ruined.    38.  But new wine must be put 

into fresh wineskins,70
   39.  for no one that has drunk old wine wants new;  for he says: 

‘The old is nicer.’ 

                                                     

 

 
63 Matthew would be acquainted with Psalm 119 –  the son of a Genti le trader,  who yearned to be close to God’s ways –  and,  being ostracised, 

this may have been Matthew’s yearning for many years  
64 This is a keen phrase:  if the Phar isees do not go to him, they w i l l be cla iming to be righteous, whereas at this point in Jesus’ ministry they are 

quite impressed by him.  I t is their  claim to be r ighteous which is hinder ing their receiving care in Jesus’ company!  
65 Compare with Mark 2:18 
66 Leviticus 27:10-13 ( Mark 2:17;  Luke 5:32  ) Citing purity, imputing the opposite to Jesus and his followers  
67 Compare Matthew 17:21 when the apostles are tacitly accused of neglecting those very things  
68 ( Matthew 9:15 ;  Mark 2:19;  Luke 5:34 ) Jesus’ apostles are seen as his very brothers – fellow sons of the bridal chamber of God.  Christ their 

brother is a bridegroom, whom they will miss when he leaves the home unit.   The bride class of the f u t u re  is of loyal spirit John 15:14-15 ;  ( 

Revelation 18:23 )  See Isaiah 61:10 
69 Jesus is foretelling what the Pharisees and scr ibes already have in their heart – to take Jesus away from society 
70 See younger man E-li´hu – the new wine-skin –  speaking by the God’s spir it Job 32:18-19 
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6 
Disciples Eat Wheat in the Field on the Sabbath 

1.  Now he happened to be passing through grain fields on the Sabbath,71 and his disciples were plucking and 

eating the heads of grain, rubbing them with their hands.72
   2.  At this some of the Pharisees said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Pharisees 

⇐ Why are YOU doing what is not lawful on the Sabbath? 

3.  But Jesus said in reply to them: 

↪ Have YOU never read the very thing David did when he and the men with him got hungry?    4.  How he 

entered into the house of God and received the loaves of presentation, and ate and gave some to the 

men with him, which it is lawful for no one to eat except the priests? 

5.  And he went on to say to them: 

The Son of man is Lord of the Sabbath.73 

6.  In the course of another Sabbath he entered into the synagogue and began teaching.  And there was a 

man present whose right hand was withered.   7.  The scribes and the Pharisees were now watching him 

closely to see whether he would cure on the Sabbath, in order to find some way to accuse him.   8.  He, 

however, knew their reasonings, yet he said to the man with the withered hand: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– man with a withered hand in the synagogue 

⇒ Get up and stand in the centre. 

– and he rose and took his stand.   9.  Then Jesus asked them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– scribes and Pharisees 

⇒ ‘I ask YOU men:  Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do injury, to save or to destroy a 

soul?’ 

10.  And after looking around at them all, he said to the man: 

Stretch out your hand. 

– he did so, and his hand was restored.   11.  But they became filled with madness, and they began to talk over 

with one another what they might do to Jesus. 

Jesus Chooses 12 Apostles74 
12.  In the progress of these days he went out into the mountain to pray, and he continued the whole night 

in prayer to God.   13.  But when it became day he called his disciples to him and chose from among them 

twelve, whom he also named apostles: 

14.  Simon – whom he also named Peter – and Andrew his brother, 

and James and John, 

and Philip and Bar-thol´o-mew [aka Na-than´a-el], 

15.  and Matthew and Thomas, 

and James [the son] of Al-phae´us ["changing"], and Simon who is called ‘the zealous one’ [or “the zealot”], 

16.  and Judas ["he shall be praised"] of [the family of] James,75 and Judas Is-car´i-ot, who turned traitor. 

                                                     

 

 
71 The Greek reads Ἐγένετο  δὲ   ἐν  σαββάτῳ   διαπορεύεσθαι  αὐτὸν  διὰ  σπορίμων .   Some texts write δευτεροπρωτωι  –  to read “on the second 

Sabbath after the first [ fruits ceremony]” –  in place of διαπορεύεσθαι –  “passing through” –  and treat the phrase “passing through as inherent in 

the text.  Both Matthew’s and Mark’s account refer to σάββασιν – Sabbaths, plural , rather than σαββάτῳ singular, which inherently implies the 

seven week period after first -fruit harvest when the growing land should remain Sabbath, or unmolested  
72 The grain was to remain unmolested for seven week’s after the ceremony of the first -fruits – see Leviticus 23:10 – but Jesus cited the exception 

granted to David before he had been made king 1 s t Samuel 21:1-6 ;  1 s t Samuel 22:20 
73 Jesus does not mean merely “Lord of the Sabbath” , but of the seven week’s Sabbath after the harvest of the first -fruits, himsel f!  Thus Jesus 

says he is lord of the period from his execution un til the next ingathering 
74 ( Matthew 10:1-4;  Mark 3:16-19 ) 
75 Consider Jude 1:1 – Matthew 13:55 ;  Mark 6:3 
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Sermon on the Mount76 
17.  And having come down with them he stood on a level place, and there was a great crowd of his 

disciples, and a great multitude of people from all of Ju-de´a and Jerusalem and the maritime country of 

Tyre and Si´don, who came to hear him and be healed of their sicknesses –   18.  even those troubled with 

unclean spirits were cured –   19.  and all the crowd were seeking to touch him, because power was going out 

of him and healing them all. 

20.  And having lifted his eyes upon his disciples he began to say: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples and apostles 

⇒ Blessed are the poor, because the kingdom of God is YOURS! 

21.  Blessed are those who hunger now, because YOU will be filled. 

Blessed are those who weep now, because YOU will laugh. 

22.  Blessed are YOU77 whenever men may hate YOU, and whenever they exclude YOU and reproach YOU 

and cast out YOUR name as wicked for the sake of the Son of man.   23.  Rejoice in that day and leap – for 

look!  YOUR reward is certainly great in heaven, for those are the same things their forefathers used to 

do to the prophets. 

24.  ...but woe to YOU rich people!  because YOU are [already] having YOUR consolation in full; 

25.  ...woe to YOU who are filled up now, because YOU will go hungry, 

...woe, YOU who are laughing now, because YOU will mourn and weep. 

26.  ...woe whenever all men speak well of YOU, for things like these are what their forefathers did to the 

false prophets. 

⇒ 27.  But I say to YOU who are listening: 

continue to love YOUR enemies, to do good to those hating YOU,   28.  to bless those cursing YOU, to 

pray for those who are insulting YOU. 

29.  To him that strikes you on the one cheek, offer the other also;78 and from him that takes away your 

outer garment, do not withhold even the undergarment.   30.  Give to everyone asking you, and do not ask a 

return from the one taking your things away.   31.  Also, just as YOU want men to do to YOU, do the same 

way to them. 

⇒ 32.  For if YOU love [only] those loving YOU, of what credit is it to YOU?  – for even the sinners love 

those loving them.   33.  And if YOU do good [only] to those doing good to YOU, of what credit is it to 

YOU?  – for even the sinners do the same.    34.  Also, if YOU lend [without interest] to those from whom 

YOU hope to receive [repayment], of what credit is it to YOU?  – even sinners lend [without interest] to 

sinners that they may get back as much. 

35.  ...rather, continue to love YOUR enemies and to do good and to lend [without interest] – not hoping for 

anything back – and YOUR reward will be great, and YOU will be sons of the Most High simply because 

He [too] is kind toward the unthankful and wicked.   36.  Keep on being merciful, just as YOUR Father is 

merciful. 

⇒ 37.  Moreover, stop judging, and then79 YOU will by no means be judged;  and stop condemning, and 

YOU will by no means be condemned.  Keep on pardoning, and YOU will be pardoned.    38.  Practice 

giving, and it will be given to YOU – a fine measure, pressed down, shaken together and overflowing – 

for with the [same] measure that YOU measure out, they will measure out to YOU in return. 

39.  Then he also spoke an illustration to them: 

⇒ A blind man cannot guide a blind man, can he?  – will not both fall into a pit?    40.  A pupil is not above 

                                                     

 

 
76 Matthew 5 – possibly Mt. Mo´reh or Mt.  Ta´bor  
77 Not all  are poor or hungry,  so Jesus addresses the entire crowd – all there because of the injustices they continual ly experience  
78 Lamentations 3:30-31;  ( Matthew 5:39;   Luke 6:29 ) 
79 Matthew’s account uses the double -meaning ἵνα – in order that Matthew 7:1 – which might change the meaning to “do not judge as a me ans of 

taking the high ground as a subterfuge to being judged yoursel f”  
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his teacher, but everyone that is thoroughly instructed will be like his teacher.   41.  Why then do you look 

at the straw that is in your brother’s eye, but do not observe the rafter that is in your own eye?    42.  How 

can you say to your brother: 

 Over-critical or prejudiced man ––––– criticised or patronised man 

⇒ ‘Brother, stay still so that I may extract the straw that is in your eye’, 

while you yourself are not noticing the rafter in that eye of yours?  Hypocrite!  First extract the rafter 

from your own eye, and then you will see clearly how to extract the straw that is in your brother’s eye. 

43.  For there is not a fine tree producing rotten fruit;  again there is not a rotten tree producing fine fruit –   

44.  for each tree is known by its own fruit.  Nor indeed do people gather figs from thorns, nor cut grapes 

off a thornbush.   45.  A good man brings forth what is good out of the good treasure of his heart, but a 

wicked man brings forth what is wicked out of his wicked [treasure] – for indeed a man’s mouth speaks 

out of the heart’s abundance. 

46.  Why then do YOU call me: 

≻ ‘Lord!  Lord!’ 

but do not do the things I say?!   47.  Everyone that comes to me and hears my words and does them, I will 

show YOU whom he is like:   48.  He is like a man building a house, who dug and dug again, and laid a 

foundation upon the rock-mass80 [base rock].  Consequently, when a flood arose, the river dashed against 

that house, but was not strong enough to shake it, because of its being well built.   49.  On the other hand, 

he who hears and does not do, is like a man who built a house upon the ground without a foundation.  

The river dashed against it, and immediately it collapsed, and the ruin of that house was considerable. 

7 
1.  When he had completed all his sayings in the hearing of the people, he entered into Ca-per´na-um. 

Heals Servant of Army Officer 
2.  Now a certain centurion’s slave, who was valued highly by him, was ailing and was about to pass away.   3.  

When he heard about Jesus, he sent forth older men of the Jews to him, begging him to come so that he 

might cure his servant –   4.  and indeed those having come to Jesus began to entreat him earnestly, saying 

that he is worthy, this man [centurion] to whom he [Jesus] might grant this... 

 Jesus Christ ––––– older men of the Jews, sent by a centurion in Ca-per´na-um 

⇐ 5.  “...for he loves our nation and he himself built the synagogue for us.” 

6.  – so Jesus started off with them.  But when he was not far from the house, the centurion had already 

sent friends to say to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– friends of the centurion(words of army officer) 

⇐ Sir, do not bother, for I am not fit to have you come in under my roof –   7.  for which reason neither did I 

consider myself worthy to come to you.  But say the word, and let my servant be healed.    8.  For I too am 

a man appointed under authority, having soldiers under me, and I say to this one: 

 Army officer ––––– servant 

≺ ‘Be on your way!’ 

and he goes, and to another: 

≺ ‘Come!’ 

and he comes...  and to my servant [the poorly servant]: 

≺ ‘Do this!’ 

and he does it. 

                                                     

 

 
80 (Matthew 7:24-25) See 1 st Corinthians 10:4 
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9.  Well, when Jesus heard these things he marvelled at him, and he turned to the crowd following him and 

said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– crowd with him in Ca-per´na-um 

⇒ I tell YOU:  Not even in Israel have I found so great a faith! 

10.  ...and those that had been sent, on getting back to the house, found the slave in good health. 

Heals Son of Widow of Na´in 
11.  Next he travelled to a city called Na´in ["beauty"], and his disciples went with him together with a great 

crowd.   12.  As he got near the gate of the city, why, look!  a man who had died was being carried out, the 

only-begotten son of his mother – besides, she was a widow – and a considerable crowd from the city 

was also with her.   13.  And when the Lord caught sight of her, he was moved with pity for her, and he said 

to her: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– widow of Na´in 

⇒ Stop weeping... 

14.  – with that he approached and touched the bier, and the bearers stood still, and he said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– son of widow of Na´in 

⇒ Young man, I say to you:  Get up! 

15.  – and the dead man sat up and started to speak, and he [Jesus] gave him to his mother.   16.  Now fear seized 

them all, and they began to glorify God, saying: 

 crowd of people observing Jesus 

↻ A great prophet has been raised up among us! 

and 

↻ God has turned His attention to His people! 

17.  and this news concerning him spread out into all Ju-de´a and all the surrounding region. 

John Sends Doubting Disciples to Question Jesus 
18.  Now John’s disciples reported to him about all these things.    19.  So John summoned a certain two of his 

disciples and sent them to the Lord to ask: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– two certain disciples of John the Baptist with John’s question, but their own sentiments 

⇐ ‘Are you the Coming One or are we to expect a different one?’ 

20.  When they came up to him the men said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– two certain disciples of John the baptist 

⇐ John the Baptist dispatched us to you to ask:81 

‘Are you the Coming One or are we to expect another?’ 

21.  In that very hour he cured many of sicknesses and grievous diseases and wicked spirits, and granted 

many blind people the ability to see.   22.  Hence in answer he said to them [John’s two disciples]: 

↪ When YOU have gone, report to John what YOU saw and heard:  the blind are receiving sight, the 

lame are walking, the lepers are being cleansed and the deaf are hearing, the dead are being raised 

up, the poor are being told the good news82 –   23.  and blessed is he who is not stumbled over me. 

24.  When John’s messengers had gone away, he started to say to the crowds concerning John: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– crowds 

⇒ What did YOU go out into the wilderness to behold?83  A reed being tossed[a weak man] by the wind?   25.  

                                                     

 

 
81 John already knew that Jesus was the Mes-si´ah, but his followers perhaps needed more than just reports in order for them to believe  
82 “poor being told the good news” – this was for John!  whose own ministry was for this purpose!  
83 See Matthew 11:7-9 fn for explanation of the terms Jesus uses here  
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What then did YOU go out to see?  A man dressed in soft outer garments?  Why, those in splendid 

dress and living in luxury are in royal houses.    26.  Really then, what did YOU go out to see?  A prophet?  

Yes, I tell YOU, and far more than a prophet.   27.  This is he concerning whom it is written: 

Look!  I am sending forth My messenger before your face, who will prepare your way ahead 

of you. 

 Malachi 3:1 (paraphrased) 
Almighty God ––––––– Jesus Christ (in paraphrase) 

28.  I tell YOU:  none among those born of women is greater than John, but a lesser person [who will be] in 

the kingdom of God is greater than he is [here]. 

29.  and all the people and the tax collectors, when they heard, declared God to be righteous, they having 

been baptised with the baptism of John.   30.  But the Pharisees and those versed in the Law disregarded 

God’s counsel to them, they not having been baptised by him. 

⇒ 31.  With what, therefore, shall I compare the men of this generation?  and what are they like?    32.  They 

are like young children sitting in a marketplace and crying out to one another, and who say: 

 young children ––––– reluctant playmates 

≺ ‘We played the flute for YOU, but YOU did not dance!’ 

↩ ‘We wailed!  but YOU did not beat yourselves in grief!’ 

33.  Correspondingly, John the Baptist has come neither eating bread nor drinking wine, but YOU say: 

‘He has a demon.’ 

34.  – the Son of man has come eating and drinking, but YOU say: 

‘Look!  A [common] man,84 a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ 

35.  and [this kind of] wisdom is justified by all its children.85 

Jesus Dines with Simon the Pharisee, Woman Kisses His Feet 
36.  However, one of the Pharisees kept asking him to dine with him.  Accordingly he entered into the 

house of the Pharisee and reclined at the table.   37.  And look!  [there was] a woman [Mary, sister of Martha and of 

Laz´a-rus] 86 who was known in the city to be a sinner.  Having learned that he was reclining at a meal in the 

house of the Pharisee, she brought an alabaster case of perfumed oil,   38.  and taking a position behind [him]87 

weeping at his feet, she started to wet his feet with her tears and she would wipe them off with the hair 

of her head,88 and she was tenderly kissing his feet and greased them with the perfumed oil.   39.  But on 

seeing this, the Pharisee that invited him said within himself: 

 ––––– Pharisees (Simon) 

↻ If this man were a prophet, he would know who and what kind of woman it is that is touching 

him, that she is a sinner. 

40.  But in reply Jesus said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Pharisees (Simon) 

↪ Simon, I have something to say to you. 

He said: 

↩ Say it, teacher! 

↪ 41.  There were two debtors to a certain lender;  the one owed five hundred de-nar´i-i, but the other fifty.   

42.  When they did not have anything with which to pay back, he freely forgave them both.  Therefore, 

                                                     

 

 
84 “a man” – rather than “a prophet”  
85 All  the children (religious rulers) of this generation ( “her” ) uphold whichever opinion they decide to choose  
86 See John 11:1-2 
87 Jesus would be reclined forward on a divan,  his feet behind him away from the table  
88 Mary, sister of Martha and Laz´a -rus – See John 11:1-2;   John 11:32 
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which of them will love him the more? 

43.  In answer Simon said: 

↩ I suppose it is the one to whom he freely forgave the more. 

He said to him: 

↪ You judged correctly. 

44.  and having turned to the woman he said to Simon: 

Do you behold this woman?  I entered into your house;  you gave me no water for my feet – but this 

woman wet my feet with her tears and wiped them off with her hair.   45.  You gave me no kiss – but this 

woman, from the hour that I came in, did not leave off tenderly kissing my feet.   46.  You did not grease my 

head with oil – but this woman greased my feet with perfumed oil.   47.  By virtue of this, I tell you that her 

many sins have been forgiven, because she loved much;  but whoever is forgiven little, loves little. 

48.  Then he said to her: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– woman (newly reformed harlot) at his feet (Mary, sister of Laz´a-rus) 

⇒ Your sins have been forgiven. 

49.  – at this those reclining at the table with him started to say within themselves: 

 ––––– those at the table, hearing Jesus 

↻ Who is this man who even forgives sins? 

50.  but he said to the woman: 

Your faith has saved you;  go your way in peace.89 

8 
1.  Shortly afterwards he went journeying from city to city and from village to village, preaching and 

declaring the good news of the kingdom of God.  Also the twelve were with him,   2.  and certain women 

that had been cured of wicked spirits and sicknesses – Mary the so-called Mag´da-lene, from whom seven 

demons had come out,   3.  and Jo-an´na ["Jehovah is a gracious giver"] the wife of Chu´za ["the seer"] – Herod’s 

commissioner, and Su-san´na ["a lily"] and many other women, who were ministering to them from their 

belongings. 

Illustration of the Sower and the Seed90 
4.  Now when a great crowd had collected together with those that went to him from city after city, he 

spoke by means of an illustration: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– crowd and disciples 

⇒ 5.  A sower went out to sow his seed.  Well, during his sowing, some of it fell alongside the road and was 

trampled down, and the birds of heaven ate it up.    6.  Some other landed upon the rock-mass, and after 

sprouting, it dried up because of not having moisture.    7.  Some other fell among the thorns, and the 

thorns that grew up with it choked it off.    8.  Some other fell upon the good soil, and, after sprouting, it 

produced fruit a hundred-fold. 

As he told these things, he would call out: 

≺ Let him that has ears to listen, listen. 

9.  ...But his disciples began to ask him what this illustration might mean.   10.  He said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles 

⇒ It is granted to YOU to understand the sacred secrets of the kingdom of God, but for the rest it is in 

illustrations – in order that, though looking, they might not see, and though hearing they may not 

                                                     

 

 
89 Jesus did not need to heal – as with the paralysed man whose sins he forgave ( Matthew 9:1-6 ;  Mark 2:1-12;  Luke 5:17-24 ) because the 

forgiveness itself was the healing of her sinful l ife!  
90 ( Matthew 13:3-23 ;  Mark 4:3-20 ;  Luke 8:4-15 ) 
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comprehend.   11.  Now the illustration means this: 

The seed is the word of God. 

12.  Those alongside the road are the ones that have heard, then the Devil comes and takes the word 

away from their hearts in order that they may not believe and be saved. 

13.  Those upon the rock-mass are the ones who, when they hear it, receive the word with joy, but 

these have no root;  they believe for a season, but in a season of testing they fall away.91 

14.  As for that which fell among the thorns, these are the ones that have heard, but being carried 

away by anxieties and riches and pleasures of this life, they are completely choked and bring 

nothing to fruition. 

15.  As for that on the fine soil, these are the ones that, after hearing the word retain it in a fine and 

worthy heart, and bear fruit with endurance. 

16.  No one, after lighting a lamp, covers it with a vessel or puts it underneath a bed, but he puts it on a 

lamp stand, so that those stepping in may behold the light.   17.  For there is nothing hidden that will not 

become apparent, neither anything stored away that will never become known and come into the open.   

18.  Therefore, pay attention to how YOU listen;  for whoever has, more will be given him, but whoever does 

not have, even what he imagines he has [safely concealed] will be taken away from him. 

Mother and Sons Doubt Jesus 
19.  Now his mother and brothers came toward him, but they were unable to get to him because of the 

crowd.   20.  However, it was reported to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– helpful disciple acting delivering news 

⇐ Your mother and your brothers are standing outside wanting to see you. 

21.  In in answer he said to them: 

↪ My mother and my brothers are these – who are hearing and practicing the word of God. 

Jesus Calms the Sea of Gal´i-lee 
22.  In the course of one of the days he and his disciples got into a boat, and he said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles 

⇒ Let us cross to the other side of the lake. 

so they set sail.   23.  But as they were sailing he fell asleep.92  Now a windstorm descended upon the lake, and 

they began to fill up with [water] and to be in danger.   24.  Finally they went to him and roused him, saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles and disciples in the boat 

⇐ Instructor, Instructor, we are about to perish! 

Rousing himself, he rebuked the wind and the raging of the water, and they subsided, and a calm set in.   25.  

Then he said to them: 

↪ Where is YOUR faith? 

But struck with fear, they marvelled, saying to one another: 

 apostles 

↻ Who really is this, for he orders even the winds and the water, and they obey him? 

Jesus Cures Gentile Man of Legion93 
26.  And they put in to shore in the country of the Ger´a-senes, which is on the opposite side from Gal´i-

lee.   27.  But as he got out onto land a certain man from the city who had demons met him, and for a 

                                                     

 

 
91 A warning – Jesus Christ is the Rock-Mass Romans 9:33 and he warns that many of his disciples who hear his word while he is alive will  dri ft 

away afterwards 
92 See Jonah 1:4 
93 ( Matthew 8:28;  Mark 5:1-20 ) 



 

Page 132 of  242 Luke  
 

considerable time he had not worn clothing, and he was not staying at home, but among the tombs.   28.  At 

the sight of Jesus he cried aloud and fell down before him, and with a loud voice he said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– demon inside possessed man 

⇐ What have I to do with you, Jesus Son of the Most High God?  I beg you, do not torment me. 

29.  – indeed, he had been ordering the unclean spirit to come out of the man, for over a long time it had 

held him fast, and he had been bound with chains and fetters under guard, but bursting the bonds he 

would be driven by the demon into the lonely places.   30.  Jesus asked him: 

↪ What is your name? 

he said: 

↩ ‘Legion’ 

– because many demons had entered into him,   31.  and they kept entreating him not to order them to go 

away into the abyss.   32.  Now there was a considerable herd of swine feeding there on the mountain;  so 

they [the demons] entreated him to permit them to enter into those, and he permitted them.    33.  Then the 

demons went out of the man and entered into the swine, and the herd rushed over the precipice into the 

lake and were drowned.   34.  But when the herders saw what had happened, they fled and reported it in the 

city and in the countryside. 

35.  Then people turned out to see what had happened, and they came to Jesus and found the man from 

whom the demons came out, clothed and in his sound mind, sitting at the feet of Jesus;  and they became 

fearful.   36.  Moreover those who had seen it reported to them how the demon-possessed man had been 

made well.   37.  So all the multitude from the surrounding country of the Ger´a-senes asked him [Jesus] to get 

away from them, because they were in the grip of great fear.94  Then he went aboard the boat and turned 

away [back across the lake]... 

38.  However, the man from whom the demons had gone out kept begging to stay with him...  but he 

dismissed the man,95 saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– the once-possessed man 

⇒ 39.  Be on your way back home, and keep on relating what things God did for you. 

Accordingly he went away, proclaiming throughout the whole city the things Jesus did for him.96 

Jesus Heals Ja´i-rus’ Daughter 
40.  When Jesus got back, the crowd received him gladly, for they were all watching for him.   41.  But, look!  a 

man named Ja´i-rus came, and this man was a presiding officer of the synagogue, and falling at the feet of 

Jesus he began to entreat him to enter into his house,   42.  because he had an only-begotten daughter about 

twelve years old and she was dying. 

Jesus Heals Woman of Flow of Blood 
Now as he was going along, the crowds thronged him.   43.  And a woman, subject to a flow of blood for 

twelve years – who had spent all her resources on physicians, but was not able to be healed by anyone –   

44.  approached from behind and touched the fringe of his outer garment, and instantly her flow of blood 

stopped.   45.  So Jesus said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– 

⇒ Who was it that touched me? 

When they were all denying it, Peter said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostle Peter 

↩ Instructor, the crowds are hemming you in and closely pressing you! 

                                                     

 

 
94 Afraid of demons – once housed in the madman – being loosed among them 
95 Mary Mag´da-lene had been possessed, yet fol lowed Jesus.  This man was rejected – not because of the number of demons, but because he was 

not a Jew 
96 This was the very reason why Jesus wanted to sail  across the lake – that this non-Jew would loyal ly declare what Jesus was doing,  and the 

power of God 
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46.  – yet Jesus said: 

↪ Someone touched me, for I perceived that power went out of me. 

47.  Seeing that she had not escaped notice, the woman came trembling and falling down before him she 

disclosed before all the people why she had touched him97 and how she was healed instantly.   48.  But he said 

to her: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– seriously ill woman 

⇒ Daughter, your faith has made you well;  go your way in peace. 

49.  While he was yet speaking, a certain representative of the presiding officer of the synagogue came, 

saying: 

 representative of Ja´i-rus ––––– Ja´i-rus, a presiding officer of the synagogue 

⇒ Your daughter has died;  do not bother the teacher any longer. 

50.  On hearing this, Jesus answered him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Ja´i-rus, a presiding officer of the synagogue 

↪ Do not be afraid, just believe and she will be saved. 

51.  When he reached the house he did not let anyone go in with him except Peter and John and James and 

the girl’s father and mother.   52.  But people were all weeping and beating themselves in grief for her.  So he 

said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– mourners at home of Ja´i-rus 

⇒ DO not weep, for she did not die but is sleeping. 

53.  At this they began to laugh at him scornfully, because they “saw”98 that she had died   54.  – but he took her 

by the hand and called out, saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– daughter of Ja´i-rus 

⇒ Child, get up! 

55.  and her spirit returned, and she rose instantly – and he prescribed something to be given her to eat.   56.  

Well, her parents were beside themselves;  but he instructed them to tell no one what had happened. 

Twelve Apostles Sent Forth to Preach 

9 
1.  Then having called the twelve together, he gave them power and authority over all the demons and to 

cure sicknesses.   2.  And so he sent them forth to preach the kingdom of God and to heal,   3.  and he said to 

them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles 

⇒ Carry nothing for the trip, neither staff nor food pouch, nor bread nor silver money;  neither have two 

undergarments.   4.  But wherever YOU enter into a home, stay there and go forth [on ministry daily] from 

there.99
   5.  And wherever people do not receive YOU, on going out of that city shake the dust off YOUR 

feet for a witness against them. 

6.  – then starting out they went through the territory from village to village, declaring the good news and 

restoring health everywhere. 

7.  Now Herod the district ruler heard of all the things happening, and he was greatly perplexed 

                                                     

 

 
97 Recall  that Ja´i -rus was concerned for his daughter, and this woman had halted Jesus’  journey there – when she simply intended to surreptitiously 

be healed without disturbing him –  yet now she had to explain why she had placed the young gir l’s cure in jeopardy  
98 Clearly an attribution to the mourners’  belief,  rather than an expression of fact,  since our Lord had already said that the g irl  had not died.  

Compare with the Pharisees accusing Jesus of “claiming to be equal  to God”  at John 5:18;  Philippians 2:5-7;   Leviticus 22:2 and the illustration of 

the servants and the talents Matthew 25:26 
99 ( Matthew 10:11 ;  Luke 9:4 ) The Greek is uncertain.   It could mean “stay there as a base whi le in the city until you go forth from that city” of 

“stay in that household as a base and go forth daily from their for ministry, returning at the end of the ministry”.  Matthew  indicates the former, 

Luke leans toward the latter 
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because of its being said by some that John had been raised up from the dead,    8.  but by others that E-

li´jah had appeared, but by still others that one of the ancient prophets had arisen.   9.  Herod said: 

 King Herod ––––– 

↻ John I beheaded.  Who, then, is this about whom I am hearing such things? 

– so he sought to see him. 

Feeds 5,000100 
10.  And when the apostles returned they recounted to him whatever they had done.  With that he took 

them along and withdrew to privacy into a city called Beth-sa´i-da.101
   11.  But the crowds, getting to know it, 

followed him – and he received them kindly and began to speak to them about the kingdom of God, and 

he healed those needing a cure.   12.  Then the day started to decline.  The twelve now came up and said to 

him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles 

⇐ Dismiss the crowd, that they may go into the villages and countryside round about and procure lodging 

and find provisions, because we are in a desolate place [no amenities] out here. 

13.  but he said to them: 

↪ YOU give them something to eat. 

They said: 

↩ We have nothing more than five loaves and two fish...  unless perhaps we ourselves go and purchase 

food for all these people!102 

14.  – they were in fact about five thousand men.  But he said to his disciples: 

↪ Have them recline as at meals, in groups of about fifty each. 

15.  and they did so and had them all recline.   16.  Then taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to 

heaven, blessed them and broke them up103 and began to give them to the disciples to set before the 

crowd...   17.  ...and they all ate and were satisfied, and the surplus of fragments was taken away:  twelve hand-

baskets full! 

18.  Later, as he was praying privately, the disciples were with him and he questioned them, saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles 

⇒ Who are the crowds saying that I am? 

19.  In reply they said: 

↩ ‘John the Baptist’;  but others, ‘E-li´jah’, and still others [say] that one of the ancient prophets has 

risen.104 

20.  Then he said to them: 

↪ YOU, though, who do YOU say I am? 

then in answer Peter said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostle Peter 

↩ The Christ of God. 

21.  Then in a stern talk to them he instructed them not to tell this to anybody,   22.  but said: 

                                                     

 

 
100 ( Matthew 14:14 ;  Mark 6:30 ;  John 6:1-13 ) ( ( Matthew 15:29-38 ;  Mark 8:1-9 ) ) 
101 Luke’s is the only account which names Beth -sa´i -da as the location for the feeding of the 5,000.  ( John names Ti -be´r i-as as being nearby – 

which is in the SW quarter of the sea shore. John 6:23 ) This seems unusual, since the apostles - when cal led to feed them – have no idea where 

they could send to purchase food for them, some even suggesting they are sent to  towns and villages nearby.   S ince –  despite Beth-sa´i -da being 

a city - they are in a “desolate place”, l ikely this location name might be incorrect.  
102 John’s gospel records these as being brought as a donation by a young boy John 6:9 
103 Breaking food for those who revere God Psalm 111:5 
104 Jesus rumoured to be John the Baptist, or E-l i´jah or one of the ancient prophets.   Compare Herod’s thoughts Luke 9:9 
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 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles 

⇒ The Son of man must undergo many sufferings and be rejected by the older men and chief priests and 

scribes, and be killed, and be raised up on the third day.105 

23.  Then he went on to say to all: 

⇒ If anyone wants to come after me, let him disown himself and pick up his torture stake106 day after 

day and follow me continually.    24.  For whoever might want to save his soul will lose it;  but whoever 

loses his soul for my sake is the one that will save it. 

25.  Really, what does a man benefit himself if he gains the whole world yet loses himself or suffers 

damage?   26.  for whoever becomes ashamed of me and of my words,107 the Son of man will be ashamed of 

him when he arrives in his glory and that of the Father and of the Holy angels.   27.  But I tell YOU truthfully:  

there are some of those standing here that will not taste death at all until first they see the kingdom of 

God. 

Transfiguration108 
28.  In actual fact, about eight days after these words, he took Peter and John and James along and climbed 

up onto the mountain109 to pray.   29.  And as he was praying the appearance of his face became different and 

his apparel became gleaming white.   30.  Also, look!  two men were conversing with him, who were Moses 

and E-li´jah110 –   31.  these appeared in glory [bright glowing light] – and began talking about his departure that he 

was destined to fulfil at Jerusalem.   32.  Now Peter and those with him were weighed down with sleep;  but 

when they had awoken fully they saw his glory and the two men standing with him.    33.  And as these 

separated [some distance] from him, Peter said to Jesus: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles Peter, James and John 

⇐ Teacher, it is fine for us to be here, so let us erect three tents – one for you and one for Moses and 

one for E-li´jah, 

– he not realising what he was saying.   34.  But as he was saying these things a cloud formed and began to 

overshadow them,111 and as they entered into the cloud, they became fearful.   35.  And a voice came out of 

the cloud, saying: 

 Almighty God ––––– apostles Peter, James and John 

⇒ This is My Son, whom I have chosen.  LISTEN to him. 

36.  – and as the voice occurred, Jesus was found – alone.  But they were silent and did not report to anyone 

in those days any of the things they saw. 

Jesus Heals Possessed Boy112 
37.  The next day, on coming down from the mountain, a great crowd met him.    38.  And look!  A man cried 

out from the crowd, saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– man with possessed son 

⇐ Teacher, I beg you to take a look at my son, because he is my only-begotten,   39.  and look!  A spirit 

takes hold of him, and he cries out suddenly, and it throws him into convulsions with foam, and it 

withdraws from him with difficulty [traumatically] after bruising him.   40.  And I begged your disciples to 

expel it, but they could not. 

                                                     

 

 
105 Job 14:5-9;  Hosea 6:2 
106 ( Matthew 10:37;   Matthew 16:24;   Mark 8:34 ;  Luke 9:23  ) John 19:17 –  his followers should expect and not contend with actual execution as 

a consequence of following him.  See Jeremiah 27:12 
107 Deuteronomy 18:18-19 
108 ( Matthew 17:1-5;  Mark 9:2-7 ) see Genesis 22:3;  Revelation 11:1-3 
109 Luke’s account refers only to Beth -sa´i -da as the most recent location,  with no mountain speci fied.  Matthew points to Caes-a-re´a Phi -l ip´pi 

– with the mountain perhaps being Mt. Her´mon – “sanctuary, “consecrated” some 25 miles NNE from Caes -a-re´a Phi -l ip´pi, and the only lofty 

mountain in the region ( about as high as Mt. Si´nai  )  
110 These two had also spent 40 days and night in the wilderness and had travelled to Mt. Sinai to commune with God Exodus 24:18 ;  Exodus 34:28 ;  

and 1s t Kings 19  . Now all three are together on the Consecrated Mountain  
111 Revelation 11:12 
112 Matthew 17:14-21 
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41.  In response Jesus said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples 

⇒ O faithless and twisted generation,113 how long must I continue with YOU and put up with YOU? 

↪ Lead your son over here. 

42.  – but even as he was approaching, the demon dashed him to the ground and threw him into 

convulsions.  However, Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit and healed the boy and delivered him to his 

father.   43.  Well, they all began to be astounded at the majestic power of God...  and as they were all 

marvelling at all the things he was doing, he said to his disciples: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples 

⇒ 44.  Let these words sink into YOUR ears:  the Son of man is about to be delivered into the hands of 

men. 

45.  but they continued without understanding of this saying – in fact it was concealed from them that they 

might not see through it – and they were afraid to question him about this saying.114 

46.  Then discussion entered among them as to who would be the greatest of them.   47.  But Jesus, knowing 

the reasoning of their hearts, took hold of a young child and set it beside him   48.  and said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples 

⇒ Whoever receives this young child on the basis of my name receives me also, and whoever receives me 

also receives Him that sent me forth.  Indeed, the least one [most humble] among all of YOU shall be 

great. 

49.  In response John said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostle John 

↩ Instructor, we saw a man expelling demons by the use of your name but we tried to prevent him, 

because he is not following with us.115 

50.  but Jesus said to him: 

↪ Do not try to prevent him, for he that is not against us is for us. 

51.  As the days were now coming to the full for his ascension116 [into kingship], he firmly set his face to go to 

Jerusalem.   52.  So he sent forth messengers in advance117 of him, and they went their way and entered into a 

village of Sa-mar´i-tans118 to make preparation for him –   53.  but they did not receive him, because his face 

was set for going to Jerusalem.119
   54.  When the disciples James and John discerned this they said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles James and John 

⇐ Lord, do you want us to tell fire to come down from heaven and annihilate them?120 

55.  – but he turned and rebuked them,   56.  so they went to a different village. 

                                                     

 

 
113 Likely disciples ( perhaps some of the future 70 rather than of the 12 Luke 10:1 ) – but showy, for self - aggrandisement – rather than the 

apostles ( Matthew 17:17 ;  Mark 9:19;  Luke 9:41 ) Deuteronomy 32:5 .  This discourse echoes Psalm 12, where David calls for help amidst a 

generation without faith and loyalty 
114 These disciples had failed to heal the demonised man – lacking the fasting and prayer Matthew 17:21  that was associated with the authority – 

and in telling them of his impending stri fe, he is trying to make these particular disciples see that they are casual ly neglecting the ir privilege with 

the Master , who is destined soon to leave them 
115 Approval comes through faith, not membership  
116 Not his ascent into heaven, but for his ascent to kingship, whereby his travelling ministry was at an end and for him – the king – to lodge in 

and around Jerusalem forever 
117 Jesus was not there with them –  but was north,  waiting for the disciples to return with news of the  established route ( See Luke 17:11  and v 

57, which in Matthew’s gospel  is in Ca -per´na-um before a boat journey Matthew 8:27 )  The two events are not contemporaneous, so either one 

of these gospels – l ikely Luke’s – has misplaced this event, or the phrase was a practiced technique pre pared by scribes, several of whom used it 

to entrap him without knowing how it had failed when tried by other scribes  
118 In the past,  Jesus had avoided that route southward,  choosing the hotter region on the shores of the Jordan.  But now focused  on Jerusalem, 

he took the direct route through the historic land of 10 -tribe Israel  on his way to the historic land of Judah  
119 The very opposite of Beth -sa´i-da!  The Sa-mar´ i-tans wanted Jesus to s t a y  – but being peeved that he was only passing through, told him to 

go away... but they w a n t e d  him! 
120 These Sa-mar´ i-tans – though not avid worshippers –  wanted Jesus!  See E-l i´jah’s challenge to the pr iests of Ba´al in Sa -mar´ i-a 1 s t Kings 18:17 

( especially 1 s t Kings 18:36 ) and the chiefs of 50s 2nd Kings 1:9-14 
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57.  Now as they were going on the road, someone said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– a devious scribe 

⇐ I will follow you to wherever you may go, Lord. 

58.  but Jesus said to him: 

↪ Foxes have dens and birds of heaven have roosts,121 but the Son of man has nowhere to lay down 

his head. 

59.  Then he said to another: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– man 

⇒ Follow me. 

but the man said: 

↩ Permit me first to leave and bury my father.122 

60.  however he said to him: 

↪ Let the dead bury their dead, but you go away and declare abroad the kingdom of God. 

61.  And still another said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– man (acting out the role of E-li´sha to E-li´jah) 

⇐ I will follow you, Lord;  but first permit me to say good-bye to those in my household. 

62.  Jesus said to him: 

↪ No man that has put his hand to a plough123 and looks at the things behind is well fitted for the 

kingdom of God. 

10 
Sends 70 to Preach124 

1.  After these things125 the Lord designated seventy others and sent them forth by twos in advance of him 

into every city and place which he was to visit.   2.  Then he said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– seventy disciples 

⇒ The harvest is indeed great, but the workers are few.  Therefore beg the Master of the harvest to send 

out workers into His harvest. 

⇒ 3.  Go forth.  Look!  I am sending YOU forth as lambs in among wolves.    4.  Do not carry a purse, nor a 

food pouch, nor sandals, and do not embrace anybody in greeting along the road.    5.  Wherever YOU 

enter into a house say first: 

‘Peace be upon this house.’ 

6.  and if a friend of peace is there, YOUR peace will rest upon him – but if there is not, it will return to 

YOU.   7.  So stay in that house, eating and drinking the things they provide, for the worker is worthy of his 

wages – do not shift [your base] from house to house.   8.  Also, wherever YOU enter into a city and they 

receive YOU, eat the things set before YOU,   9.  and cure the sick ones in it, and tell them: 

≺ ‘The kingdom of God has come near to YOU.’ 

                                                     

 

 
121 ( Matthew 8:19-20 ) “foxes” – Herod’s men Luke 13:32.   See Acts 10:12:  for proof that birds of heaven are unclean 
122 This may have been an affected statement from the disciple, quoting Joseph who asked Phar´aoh for permission to bury his fath er Israel – thus 

Jesus’ response of “let the dead [Joseph] bury their dead [his father Israel]”  Genesis 50:5 Another disciple later quoted E-li ´sha, in a simi lar  

manner (Luke 9:60-62) 
123 The man is acting as i f E -li ´sha 1 s t Kings 19:19,20 who was ploughing twelve furrows when E-li´jah came and placed his cloak on him.  Perhaps 

in  mockery of Jesus, or perhaps overwrought at ta lking with Jesus and “fi tting in”  with what he feels i s an appropriate prodding from this historical  

account 
124 Ful filment of the prophecy of the Exodus – Exodus 15:27 and of help given to Moses Numbers 11:16-17 See also 1 s t Chronic les 18:12-13 
125 the “Festival of Booths” Leviticus 23:34 and assemblies in the month of Tish´ri of the year 32  
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10.  but whatever city YOU enter where they do not receive YOU, go out into its broad ways and say: 

 seventy disciples (individually) ––––– hard-hearted cities 

⇒ 11.  ‘Even the dust that got stuck to our feet from YOUR city we wipe off against YOU.  

Nevertheless, know this:  that the kingdom of God has come near.’ 

12.  – I tell YOU that it will be more tolerable for Sod´om in that day than for that city. 

Woe to Cho-ra´zin, Beth-sa´i-da and Ca-per´na-um 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Cho-ra´zin and Beth-sa´i-da 

≺ 13.  Woe to you, Cho-ra´zin!  Woe to you, Beth-sa´i-da!  Because if the powerful works that 

have taken place in YOU had taken place in Tyre and Si´don, they would long ago have 

repented sitting in sackcloth and ashes.    14.  Consequently it will be more tolerable for Tyre 

and Si´don in the judgement than for YOU. 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Ca-per´na-um 

≺ 15.  ...And you – Ca-per´na-um, who will be “lifted up to heaven”...  you will be brought down 

to Ha´des! 

16.  He that listens to YOU listens to me, and he that disregards YOU disregards me too.  Moreover, he 

that disregards me disregards also Him that sent me forth. 

17.  Later the seventy returned with joy, saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– seventy disciples 

⇐ Lord, even the demons are made subject to us by the use of your name! 

18.  At that he said to them: 

↪ I begin to behold Satan as having already fallen126 – like lightning!  – from heaven.   19.  Look!  I give YOU 

the authority127 to trample underfoot serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and 

nothing will by any means do YOU hurt.    20.  Nevertheless, do not rejoice over this – that the spirits are 

made subject to YOU – but rejoice because YOUR names have been inscribed in the Heavens. 

21.  In that very hour he became overjoyed in the Holy spirit and said: 

 Almighty God ––––– Jesus Christ 

≻ I praise You128 Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because You have carefully hidden these things 

from wise and intellectual ones [good with words], and have revealed them to babes [unable to speak].  

Yes, O Father, because this was pleasing before You. 

 Jesus Christ ––––– people at large 

⇒ 22.  All things have been delivered from me [Jesus’ dispensed authority to the disciples] by my Father, and no-one 

knows who the Son is but the Father, and no-one knows Who the Father is but the Son – and he to 

whom the Son might be willing to reveal Him. 

23.  With that he turned to the disciples by themselves and said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– (seventy?) disciples (and others?) 

⇒ Blessed are the eyes that behold the things YOU are beholding,    24.  for I tell YOU that many prophets 

and kings desired to see the things YOU are beholding but did not see them, and to hear the things 

YOU are hearing but did not hear them. 

Man of Law Asks About Gaining Everlasting Life129 
25.  Now, look!  A certain man versed in the Law rose up, to test him out, and said: 

                                                     

 

 
126 Revelation 12:9 
127 After the prophetic pattern ( Numbers 11:11-25;   2nd Chronicles 19:8-9 ) Revelation 12:10 
128 A signi ficant sight!  Although Jesus condemns those who preach on street corners, here he is giving public praise to God for what God has 

just achieved! 
129 ( Matthew 19:15 ;  Mark 10:17 ;  Luke 18:18 ) 
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 Jesus Christ ––––– certain self-reliant man, well-versed in the law (likely a Le´vite) 

⇐ Teacher, by doing what shall I inherit everlasting life? 

26.  He said to him: 

↪ What is written in the Law?  How do you read? 

27.  and answering he said: 

‘You must love Jehovah your God with your whole heart and with your whole soul and with 

your whole strength and with your whole mind’ 

 Deuteronomy 6:5 
Moses ––––––– all Israel 

and 

‘...your neighbour as yourself.’ 

 Leviticus 19:18 
Moses (words of Almighty God) ––––––– entire assembly of the sons of Israel 

28.  He said to him: 

↪ You answered correctly; 

keep on doing this and you will get life. 

 Leviticus 19:5 
Moses (words of Almighty God) ––––––– sons of Israel 

29.  But wanting to prove himself righteous, the man said to Jesus: 

↩ Who really is my neighbour?130 

Parable of the Good Sa-mar´i-tan131 
30.  In reply Jesus said: 

↪ A certain man was going down from Jerusalem to Jer´i-cho but he fell among robbers, who both 

stripped him and – after inflicting blows – went away leaving him half-dead. 

31.  Now, by coincidence, a certain priest was going down over that road, but on seeing him he went by on 

the opposite side.   32.  Likewise, a Le´vite also, having come down to that very spot and seen him, went by 

on the opposite side. 

33.  ...but a certain travelling Sa-mar´i-tan132 came upon him, and on seeing him he was moved with pity.   34.  

So having approached him, he bound up his wounds, pouring oil and wine upon them.  Then having 

mounted him upon his own beast he brought him to an inn and took care of him.   35.  And the next day he 

took out two de-nar´i-i, gave them to the innkeeper, and said: 

 Sa-mar´i-tan ––––– innkeeper 

≺ ‘Take care of him, and whatever you spend besides this, I will repay you upon my return.’ 

36.  Which of these three seems to you to have made himself neighbour to the man that fell among the 

robbers? 

37.  He said: 

↩ The one who showed compassion toward him. 

Jesus then said to him: 

                                                     

 

 
130 Exodus 22:21-23 ;  Leviticus 19:33-34 This man wants an exact definition,  according to the Law, to justi fy not helping certain ones  
131 Nations wil l adopt the murdered Christ, while traditionalists will  turn the other way  
132 2nd Chronic les 28:15 
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↪ Go your way and do the same yourself. 

38.  Now as they were going their way he entered into a certain village.  Here a certain woman named 

Martha ["mistress", or "she was rebellious"] received him as guest into the house.   39.  This woman also had a sister 

called Mary,133 who, however, sat down at the feet of the Lord and kept listening to his word,   40.  [while] 

Martha, on the other hand, was distracted with attending to many duties.  So, she came near and said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Martha 

⇐ Lord, does it not matter to you that my sister has left me alone to do the serving?  Speak to her, 

therefore, that she might assist me! 

41.  but answering, the Lord said to her: 

↪ Martha, Martha, you are anxious and disturbed about many things.    42.  One thing is needed, and Mary 

has chosen that one thing – the good portion – and it will not be taken away from her. 

The Lord’s Prayer134 

11 
1.  Now on his being in a certain place praying, when he eventually stopped, a certain one of his disciples 

said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– a disciple 

⇐ Lord, teach us how to pray, just as John also taught his disciples. 

2.  Then he said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– the crowd and disciples 

↪ Whenever YOU pray, say: 

 Almighty God ––––– taught words of any worshipper of God 

≻ ‘Father, let Your Name be sanctified.  Let Your kingdom come.135
   3.  Give us our day’s bread each 

day.136
   4.  And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves also forgive everyone that is in debt to us;  and 

do not bring us to the test.’137  

Reluctant Friend (illustration)138 
5.  Further, he said to them: 

⇒ Who of YOU will have a friend and will go to him at midnight and say to him: 

 hungry man ––––– friend at home with food 

⇒ ‘Friend, loan me three loaves,   6.  because a friend of mine has just come to me after a journey and 

I have nothing to set before him’ 

7.  and that one from inside says in reply: 

↩ ‘Quit making me trouble!  The door is already locked, and my young children are with me in bed;  

I cannot rise up and give you anything.’ 

8.  I tell YOU:  although he will not rise up and give him anything because of being his friend, certainly he 

will get up because of his bold persistence139 and give him what things he needs. 

                                                     

 

 
133 S isters of Laz´a-rus John 11:1-2 ( see Luke 7:36 ) 
134 ( Matthew 6:9-14;  Luke 11:1-4 ) 
135 Psalm 57:5, Psalm 57:11 –  showing this phrase by Christ was a plea, recognising the pressures of his audience  
136 Echo of Moses’ command to be satisfied with today’s bread Exodus 16:16-20 
137 This version of the Lord’s prayer seems very human and personal – deliberately on the part of our Lord.  Each prayer is a goad to the 

supplicant, saying – “we h a v e  forgiven our debtors” and “we do not put Y ou  to the test” Luke 11:4 – things to pique the conscience.   The words 

of the prayer are curative even before an approach is made to God – which is the reason for this wording 
138 Compare the Reluctant Judge Luke 18:1-8 
139 The underlying Greek implies disrespectful importunity – calling and call ing in order to make a persistent nuisance  



 

 

 Luke Page 141 of 242 
 

9.  Accordingly I say to YOU:  keep on asking140 and it will be given YOU;  keep on seeking and YOU will 

find;  keep on knocking and it will be opened to YOU.   10.  For everyone asking receives, and everyone 

seeking finds, and to everyone knocking it will be opened. 

11.  Indeed, which father is there among YOU  who, if his son asks for a fish, will perhaps hand him a 

serpent instead of a fish?   12.  or if he also asks for an egg, will hand him a scorpion?   13.  Therefore, if YOU – 

even though wicked – know to give good gifts to YOUR children, how much more so will the Father in 

heaven give Holy spirit to those asking Him! 

14.  Later he was expelling a demon of dumbness [more accurately, blunting of the senses].  After the demon came out, 

the dumb man spoke, and the crowds marvelled.   15.  But certain ones of them said: 

 ––––– doubters, sceptics in the crowd 

≻ He expels the demons by means of Be-el´ze-bub the ruler of the demons. 

16.  however, others – testing him  – began seeking a sign  out of heaven from him.   17.  But knowing their 

thoughts he said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– doubters, sceptics in the crowd 

↪ Every kingdom divided against itself comes to desolation, and a house [divided] against a house falls.   18.  

So if Satan is also divided against himself, how will his kingdom stand?  – for YOU say I expel the 

demons by means of Be-el´ze-bub. 

19.  If I expel the demons by means of Be-el´ze-bub, by whom do YOUR sons expel them?  – because of 

this, they will be judges of YOU –   20.  but if I expel the demons by means of God’s finger, the kingdom of 

God has already overtaken YOU.141 

21.  When a strong man – well armed – guards his house, his belongings remain at peace,   22.  but when 

someone stronger than he is comes against him and conquers him, he takes away all his armour in which 

he was trusting and he divides out his things as plunder.142
   23.  He that is not on my side is against me, and 

he that does not gather [souls to God’s purpose] with me scatters. 

⇒ 24.  When an unclean spirit comes out from a man,143 it passes through parched places in search of a 

resting-place, but not finding one, it says: 

 returning unclean spirit 

↻ ‘I will return to my house from which I moved.’ 

25.  and on arriving it finds it swept clean and adorned.   26.  Then it goes its way and takes along seven 

different spirits more wicked than itself, and having entered inside they dwell there – and the final 

circumstances of that man become worse than the first. 

27.  Now as he was saying these things a certain woman out of the crowd raised her voice and said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– woman 

⇐ Happy is the womb that carried you and the breasts that you suckled!144 

28.  but he said: 

↪ Yes...  but rather: 

‘Happy are those hearing the word of God and keeping it!’ 

29.  When the crowds were massing together, he started to say: 

                                                     

 

 
140 The persistence here is what God is asking of His people –  make your call genuine,  real ly wanted, not casual.   Jesus says that the persistence 

is essential to make their call genuine, rather than being a persistent nuisance call  to God which will have no effect  
141 Compare Bel -shaz´zar’s feast Daniel 5:5 where the Medes and the Persians were already in the process of launching their assault on the 

unsuspecting revellers at the party in Babylon  
142 A warning –  that the gamut of traditional ist glory will be divided out when it is overthrown, i f i t decides to denounces God’s messenger  
143 This does not refer to a cleansed man – but a man who gives home to a bad spirit , who lets i ts character be his own.  In i ts practice, i t only 

increases – see [Genesis 4:15] 
144 Genesis 49:25 
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 Jesus Christ ––––– some of the scribes and Pharisees 

⇒ This generation is a wicked generation;  it looks for a sign.  But no sign will be given it except the 

sign of Jo´nah.   30.  For just as Jo´nah became a sign to the Nin´e-vites, in the same way will the Son of 

man be also to this generation.145 

31.  The queen of the south will rise up in the judgement with the men of this generation – and will 

condemn them, because she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Sol´o-mon;  but 

look!  something more than Sol´o-mon is here! 

32.  – the men of Nin´e-veh will stand in the judgement with this generation and will condemn it, because 

they repented at what Jo´nah preached;  but look!  something more than Jo´nah is here. 

⇒ 33.  After lighting a lamp, no man puts it in a hiding place or under a measuring basket, but upon the 

lamp stand so that those stepping in may behold the light.    34.  The lamp of the body is your eye.  When 

your eye is clear then your whole body is bright;  but when it is wicked, then your body is dark.    35.  Be 

alert, therefore that the light that is in you is not [infact] darkness.   36.  Therefore, if your whole body is 

bright with no part at all dark, it will all be as bright as when a shining lamp might illuminate you. 

37.  When he had spoken this, a Pharisee asked him to dine with him, so having entered he reclined at the 

table.   38.  However, the Pharisee was surprised at seeing that he did not first wash before the dinner.    39.  But 

the Lord said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– a Pharisee 

⇒ Now YOU Pharisees, YOU cleanse the outside of the cup and dish, but the inside of YOU is full of [acts 

of] plundering and wickedness.    40.  Unreasonable people!  He that made the outside made also the 

inside, did He not?   41.  Moreover, [if YOU will] give as gifts of mercy the things that are inside,146 then 

look!  all [other] things are clean about YOU...147 

⇒ 42.  ...But [as it is]:  Woe to YOU Pharisees, because YOU give the tenth of the mint and the rue and of 

every vegetable, but YOU bypass [do not give] the justice and the love of God!  These things YOU were 

under obligation to do, but those other things not to omit.    43.  Woe to YOU Pharisees, because YOU love 

the front seats in the synagogues and the greetings in the marketplaces!   44.  Woe to YOU, because YOU 

are as unmarked graves, so that men walk upon them and do not know!148 

45.  In answer a certain one of those versed in the Law said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– another Pharisee versed in the Law 

↩ Teacher, in saying these things you also insult us!149 

46.  Then he said: 

↪ Woe also to YOU who are versed in the Law, because YOU burden men with loads hard to bear, but 

YOU yourselves do not touch the loads with one of YOUR fingers! 

47.  Woe to YOU, because YOU build the memorial tombs of the prophets, yet YOUR forefathers killed 

them!   48.  Certainly YOU are witnesses of the deeds of YOUR forefathers – and yet YOU give consent to 

them, because these killed the prophets but YOU are building their [“your forefathers’”] tombs!150
   49.  On this 

account the wisdom of God151 also said: 

 “wisdom of God” – Jesus Christ ––––– 

≺ ‘I will send forth prophets and messengers to them, and they will kill and persecute some of 

them,   50.  so that the blood of all the prophets spilled from the founding of the world may be 

                                                     

 

 
145 Warning of destruction of Jerusalem Jonah 3:4 
146 There are good things inside them, but their character is bad  and so hinders their release 
147 Jesus is saying that their  avarice is their biggest stumbl ing block – giving gi fts wi ll break it,  and then they will be fine!  
148 The Pharisees are a source of transgression in others.   Proverbs 1:13 
149 This insult would be a grave sin .  See Exodus 22:28 and Paul’s experience at Acts 23:5 
150 Building the tombs of prophets who their parents have murdered is to disguise their families’ guil t, then build tombs to honour those murderous 

parents. 
151 Jesus is wisdom personi fied Proverbs 8 .  Wisdom of fools speaks of exploitation and the harbouring of wealth which could be used as gifts 

Proverbs 1:12-13  
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required from this generation –   51.  from the blood of Abel down to the blood of Zech-a-ri´ah,152 

who was slain between the altar and the house.’ 

Yes, I tell YOU, it will be required from this generation.153 

52.  Woe to YOU who are versed in the Law, because YOU took away the key of knowledge;  YOU 

yourselves did not go in, and YOU hindered those [actually] going in! 

53.  So when he went out from there the scribes and the Pharisees started in to press upon him terribly and 

to ply him with questions about further things,   54.  lying in wait for him, to catch something [some mistake] out 

of his mouth.154 

12 
1.  In the meantime, when the crowd had gathered together in so many thousands that they were stepping 

upon one another, he started out by saying first to his disciples: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples 

⇒ Watch out for the ‘leaven of the Pharisees’ – which is hypocrisy,   2.  for there is nothing carefully 

concealed that will not be revealed, and secret that will not become known.155
   3.  Wherefore what things 

YOU have said in the darkness will be heard in the light, and what YOU have whispered in private 

rooms will be preached from the housetops. 

4.  Moreover, I say to YOU, my friends: 

YOU should not fear those who kill the body and after this are not able to do anything more. 

5.  – but I will show YOU Whom to fear: 

YOU should fear Him Who – after killing – has authority to throw into Ge-hen´na!  yes, I tell YOU, 

fear this One. 

⇒ 6.  Five sparrows sell for two tenths of a drachma, do they not?  yet not one of them goes forth forgotten 

before God –   7.  Indeed, even the hairs of YOUR heads are all numbered!  So do not fear...  YOU are 

worth more than many sparrows. 

8.  Therefore I say to YOU: 

Each one who confesses union with me before men, the Son of man will also confess union with 

him before the angels of God.   9.  But he that disowns me before men will be disowned before the 

angels of God. 

Unforgiveable Sin156 
10.  And everyone that says a word against the Son of man, it will be forgiven him;  but he who 

blasphemes against the Holy spirit will not be forgiven. 

11.  But when they bring YOU in before public assemblies157 and government officials and authorities, do 

not become anxious about how or what YOU will reply as a defence or what YOU will say,   12.  for that 

[same] Holy spirit will teach YOU in that very hour the things YOU ought to say.158 

13.  Then a certain one of the crowd159 said to him: 

                                                     

 

 
152 ( Matthew 23:35;   Luke 11:51  ) Possibly the son of Je-hoi´a-da 2nd Chronic les 24:17-22 –  slain in the right place a nd  for condemning the rulers 

of apostasy,  but by no means the last prophet to be slaughtered.  Otherwise possibly in the time of Isaiah ( see Isaiah 8:2 ) or perhaps refers to 

the Prophet who wrote the book of Zech -a-ri´ah – as there were, in a copy of Isaiah, a U-ri´ah and a Zech-a-ri´ah alongside Ez´ra at the completion 

of Jerusalem ( after the return from Babylonian exile ) at the grand reading of the Law  
153 They have ignored Zech -a-ri´ah’s own warning to the children of the forefathers Zechariah 1:1-6 
154 This would entail  many lawmakers repeatedly questioning one man, asking him to give answers from memory – with the aim of catching him 

out through pressure and fabr icating a guilty verdict against him  
155 I llustration of “leaven” because the crowd has increa sed out of all  proportion...  but some of them were evidently there to foment unrest 

amongst the genuinely interested ones.   The intention of these fi fth columnists were the “things hidden” which would eventual ly be exposed 
156 ( Isaiah 59:21 ) ( Matthew 12:30-32;   Mark 3:22-30 ) 1 st John 5:16 See also John 8:48-51 
157 Greek reads “synagogues” – but meaning assembly in general rather than solely in a religious settin g 
158 A great support to his disciples.  Their words will be given to them by that which it is an unforgiveable sin to refute, so w hatever charge they 

face, they wil l know that those fighting them will be facing a greater charge  
159 This had the potential to cause a publ ic disturbance, al l that was needed to have Jesus arrested.  But the comic manner of Jesus’ response 

would have been soothing on the crowd 
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 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples and crowd 

 Jesus Christ ––––– mundane man in the crowd 

⇐ Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me. 

14.  He said to him: 

↪ Man, who appointed me judge or distributer over YOU people?160 

15.  Then he said to them: 

⇒ Be wary of – and keep yourselves from – every sort of covetousness, because even when a person has 

an abundance his life does not result from the things he possesses. 

Illustration of the Rich Man and His Storehouses161 
16.  With that he spoke an illustration to them, saying: 

⇒ The land of a certain rich man produced abundantly.    17.  Consequently he reasoned within himself, 

saying: 

 ––––– rich man 

↻ “What shall I do, now that I have nowhere to gather my [extra] crops?” 

18.  So he said: 

“I will do this:  I will tear down my storehouses and build bigger ones!  And I will gather all my grain 

and all my good things there;   19.  and I will say to my soul: 

 ––––– rich man 

↻ ‘Soul, you have many good things laid up for many years;  take your ease, eat, drink, enjoy 

yourself.’162 

20.  but God said to him: 

 Almighty God ––––– rich man 

↪ ‘Unreasonable one, this night they [his possessions]163 are requiring your soul from you.  Who then is 

to have the things you stored up?’ 

21.  – so it is with the man that lays up treasure for himself but is not rich toward God. 

22.  Then he said to his disciples: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples 

⇒ On this account I say to YOU: 

Do not be anxious about YOUR souls as to what YOU will eat, or about YOUR bodies as to what 

YOU will wear 

23.  – for the soul is more than food and the body more than clothing.   24.  Mark well that the ravens neither 

sow seed nor reap, and they have neither barn nor storehouse, and yet God feeds them.  Of how much 

more worth are YOU than birds?  

25.  Who of YOU by being anxious can add a cubit [a foot-step] to his life span?   26.  If therefore YOU cannot do 

the least thing, why be anxious about the remaining things?   27.  Mark well how the lilies grow;  they neither 

toil nor spin;  but I tell YOU that not even Sol´o-mon in all his glory was arrayed as one of these.   28.  If now 

God thus clothes the vegetation in the field – which is here today and tomorrow is cast into an oven – 

how much rather will He clothe YOU, YOU with little faith!164 

                                                     

 

 
160 Recall the “leaven” in the crowd – and the deadly accusation returned against Moses Exodus 2:14 by a brother he tried to counsel... yet his 

next words would strike at the heart of the richer brother  
161 Psalm 49:5-15 
162 The leitmoti f of Sol´o-mon Ecc les iastes 2:24  – but that is after hard work,  not this work to service ones own possessions!  
163 Tacitly, his possessions control his very actions...  he will  die in servicing them,  and by reproach.  See James 5:1-6 
164 See Jacob’s vow to God –  Genesis 28:20 
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29.  So quit seeking what YOU might eat and what YOU might drink, and stop being in anxious suspense;   30.  

for the nations of the world are searching for all these things whereas YOUR Father knows YOU need 

them.165
   31.  But instead, continually seek His kingdom, and these things will be added to YOU. 

32.  Have no fear, little flock,166 because YOUR Father has approved of giving YOU the kingdom!   33.  

[Therefore] sell the things YOU own and give gifts in compassion.  Make “purses” for yourselves that do 

not wear out – a never-failing treasure in the heavens [the robust purse!] where neither thief gets near nor 

moth corrupts –   34.  for where YOUR treasure is, there YOUR hearts will be also. 

⇒ 35.  Let YOUR loins be girded and YOUR lamps be burning,    36.  and be like men waiting for their master 

whenever he might return from the marriage feasts, so that at his arriving and knocking they may 

open to him immediately.   37.  Blessed are those slaves whom the master on arriving finds watching!  

Truly I say to YOU:  he will gird himself and make them recline at the table and will come alongside 

and minister to them.   38.  And if he arrives in the second watch, even if in the third, and finds them 

thus, those [servants] are blessed! 

39.  ...but know this, that if the householder had known167 at what hour the thief would come, he would 

have watched!  and not have let his house be broken into.   40.  YOU also must be ready [like the slaves], 

because the Son of man [master from the marriage feasts] is coming at a time that you do not expect. 

41.  Then Peter said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostle Peter 

↩ Lord, are you saying this illustration to us or also to all? 

42.  And the Lord said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostle Peter and disciples (crowd?) 

↪ Who really is the faithful steward,168 the discreet one, whom his master will appoint over the care of 

his body of attendants to give them their measure of food in its season?    43.  Happy is that slave if his 

master on arriving finds him doing so!   44.  I tell YOU truthfully:  he will appoint him over all his 

belongings.   45.  But if ever that slave should say in his heart: 

 sceptical, impatient slave 

↻ ‘My master delays in coming...’169 

and should start to beat the menservants and the maidservants, and to eat and drink [their provisions] and 

get drunk,   46.  the master of that slave will come on a day that he does not expect and in an hour that he 

does not know, and he will punish him with the greatest severity and assign him a place with the 

unfaithful ones. 

47.  – moreover, that slave that understood the will of his master but did not prepare nor act according to 

his wishes will be beaten with many strokes,   48.  whereas the one that did not understand – and [for this 

reason] did things deserving of strokes – will be beaten with few.  Indeed, everyone to whom much was 

given, much will be demanded of him;  and the one to whom people commit the care of much [put in 

charge of much], they will demand that much more of him. 

⇒ 49.  I came to cast fire upon the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled!    50.  moreover, I have a 

baptism with which to be baptised, and how I am being distressed until it is finished!    51.  Do YOU 

imagine that I came to give peace on the earth?  No, indeed, I tell YOU, but rather division!   52.  For from 

now on there will be five in one house divided – three against two and two against three.    53.  They will 

be utterly partitioned – father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and 

daughter against mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-

                                                     

 

 
165 The world is more ruthless in i ts pursuit than you are – yet your Father wil l give these things to you anyway  
166 See 1 s t Samuel 17:28, where David carefully placed the li ttle f lock in safety before fighting the adversary  
167 A lazy attitude...  not in real li fe.   That is while alertness – a metaphor for Godly l iving –  is a 24 hour process.  ( Matthew 24:43;   Luke 12:39 ) 

Man cannot know the times and seasons Ecc les iastes 8:7;   Acts 1:7 
168 The steward set over the vineyard in faithfulness could yet turn bad!  –  compare the nation of Israel Matthew 21:33 ;  Matthew 24:45;   Revelation 

3:3 The senior steward would be just an ordinary steward who worked dil igently –  and was duly promoted to a senior role  
169 Compare with the il lustration of the Servants with the Minas,  or Talents – who hoped their  master would not return so that they could usurp 

his possessions Luke 19:11-14 
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in-law. 

54.  Then he went on to say also to the crowds: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– crowds 

⇒ When YOU see a cloud rising in western parts, at once YOU say: 

‘A storm is coming’ 

and it happens so,   55.  and when YOU see that a south wind is blowing, YOU say: 

‘There will be a heat wave’ 

and it occurs.   56.  Hypocrites!  YOU know how to examine the outward appearance of earth and sky, but 

how is it YOU do not know how to examine this particular time?   57.  Why do YOU not judge also for 

yourselves what is righteous?   58.  For example, when you are going with your adversary at law before a 

magistrate, strive in earnestness while on the way be set yourself free of the dispute with him, that he 

may never drag you before the judge, and the judge deliver you to the court officer, and the court officer 

throw you into prison!   59.  I tell you, you would certainly not get out from there until you pay over the last 

tiny coin. 

13 
1.  At that very time there were certain ones present that were bringing news to him about the Gal-i-

le´ans170 whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices.   2.  So in reply he said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– ones bringing bad report 

⇒ Do YOU imagine that these Gal-i-le´ans were proved worse “dirty sinners” [heathens]171 than all other 

Gal-i-le´ans because they have suffered these things?    3.  I tell YOU – no!  but, unless YOU repent, YOU 

will all likewise be destroyed; 

4.  ...or those eighteen upon whom the tower in Si-lo´am ["sent forth"] [aka Shi-lo´ah] fell, thereby killing them, do 

YOU imagine that they were proved greater “debtors” [lawbreakers] than all other men inhabiting 

Jerusalem?   5.  No indeed, I tell YOU;  but, unless YOU repent, YOU will all be destroyed in the same way. 

Illustration of the Fruitless Tree172 
6.  Then he went on to tell this illustration: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– 

⇒ A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came looking for fruit on it, but found 

none.   7.  Then he said to the vine-dresser: 

 owner of vineyard who planted a fig tree ––––– vine-dresser 

⇒ ‘See!  across three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, but have found none.  Cut 

it down!  for why should it keep the ground useless?’173 

8.  In reply he said to him: 

↩ ‘Master, let it alone also this year, while I dig around it and scatter manure,    9.  and if it then 

produces fruit in the future, it is good;  but if not, you shall cut it down.’ 

10.  Now he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath.    11.  And look!  A woman with a spirit of 

weakness for eighteen years, and she was bent double and was unable to raise herself up to full stature.   12.  

When he saw her, Jesus addressed her and said to her: 

                                                     

 

 
170 The key word is “Gal-i- le´an” – the report an attempt to frighten Jesus and his fol lowers, marking Gal -i -le´ans as de facto sinful 
171 The word used for “sinners”  is ἁμαρτωλο ὶ – often applied to heathens, therefore used as a slur here, while the word used for debtors later is 

ὀφειλέται – people who owe to –  or fall short of – the Law.  In each case,  the report is made with a supercilious attitude,  and Jesus uses their  

phrases to emphasise their  patronising attitude  
172 ( Matthew 12:33 ;  Luke 13:6-9 ;  Matthew 21:18-19 ) This i llustration invites the devious que stioners to see their predicament.  It shows how 

God has al lowed the irreparable intransigence of the rulers to be seen for three years and knows there is no hope, but the Me s-si´ah asks for his 

prophesied per iod of 3½ years to be completed Daniel 9:27  ( Mark 11:12-14 )  See also Exodus 32:31-32 also the dirge of Ezekiel 19:10-14 
173 God speaks as Jeremiah to the Son who is wise enough to give the correct response Jeremiah 12:3-4 
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 Jesus Christ ––––– woman with a “spirit of weakness” 

⇒ Woman, you are released from your weakness. 

13.  and he laid his hands on her;  and instantly she was straightened out and began to glorify God.   14.  But in 

response the presiding officer of the synagogue – indignant because Jesus did the cure on the Sabbath – 

began to say to the crowd: 

 crowd ––––– presiding officer of the synagogue 

⇐ There are six days on which work ought to be done;  therefore come on them and be cured, and 

not on the Sabbath day.174 

15.  However, the Lord answered him and said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– presiding officer of the synagogue and his entourage 

↪ Hypocrites!  Does not each one of YOU  on the Sabbath untie his bull or his ass from the 

stall and lead it away to give it drink?    16.  Was it not due, then, for this woman who is a daughter 

of Abraham and whom Satan held bound – look!  for eighteen years – to be loosed from this 

bond on the Sabbath day? 

17.  Well, when he said these things, all his opposers began to feel shame;  but all the crowd began to rejoice 

at all the glorious things that were taking place by him.   18.  Therefore he went on to say: 

2 conjoined illustrations – Mustard Tree and Woman with Leaven175 

 Jesus Christ ––––– crowd 

⇒ What is the kingdom of God like, and with what shall I compare it?    19.  It is like a mustard grain that a 

man took and put in his garden, and it grew and became a tree, and the birds of heaven took up 

lodging in its branches. 

20.  And again he said: 

With what shall I compare the kingdom of God?   21.  It is like leaven, which a woman took and mixed with 

three large measures of flour until the whole mass was fermented.176 

22.  And he journeyed through from city to city and from village to village, teaching and continuing on his 

journey to Jerusalem.   23.  Now a certain man said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– man interested in Jesus’ teachings 

⇐ Lord, are those who are being saved few? 

He said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– man and other interested people 

↪ 24.  Exert yourselves vigorously to get in through the narrow door,177 because many, I tell YOU, will seek 

to get in but will not be able.    25.  Once the householder has got up and locked the door, and YOU start 

to stand outside and to knock at the door, saying: 

 “householder” ––––– “people knocking at the door” (slayers of the prophets – see v 28) 

≻ ‘Sir, open to us.’ 

...but in answer he will say to YOU: 

↪ ‘I do not know where YOU are from.’ 

                                                     

 

 
174 Perhaps because Jesus showed attention to a woman at the synagogue – being piqued at the lack of attention to his role on the Sabbath – 

hilariously the presiding officer acknowledges that Jesus is sent by God, yet criticises the cure on the Sabbath!. .. yet they  felt shame at his rebuke, 

as Jesus speaks of the woman finally being able to have a Sabbath’s rest!  and so their hearts were brought back to their good state  
175 Romans 11:16  Proximity to the Christ brings Holiness Leviticus 6:18 & 27 .  Conjoined i llustrations fi tting with Jesus’ healing immediately 

before.   The mustard tree i llustration ( Ezekiel 17:23 ) warns that the Kingdom can become a host to ravens – just as Judah had become –  and 

that i t can cause a sore in others because of persecution.  See also Matthew 13:31 
176 Tries to hide the tiny piece of yeast – not allowed during Passover festival – but i t simply corrupts all i t touches.  So everything which the 

K in gd o m  touches will be affected by its goodness.  See Galatians 5:9 
177 This refers to the doors in the temple:  the outer door was 7½ feet wide,  whereas the door to the Most Holy was 6  feet – and was historically 

obstructed!  ( Matthew 7:13 ) 1s t Kings 6:31 ;  ( 1 s t Kings 8:8 ) 
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26.  Then YOU will start saying: 

↩ ‘We ate and drank in front of you, and you taught in our broad ways.’178 

27.  ...but he will speak and say to YOU: 

≺ ‘I do not know where YOU are from.  Get away from me, all YOU workers of unrighteousness!’  

28.  There [outside] YOU will weep and grind your teeth in regret, when YOU see Abraham and Isaac and 

Jacob – and all the prophets – in the kingdom of God, but yourselves thrown outside. 

29.  Furthermore, people will come from eastern parts and western, and from north and south, and will 

recline in the kingdom of God.   30.  And look!  there are those who are last – yet will be first, and there are 

those first who will be last.179 

31.  In that very hour certain Pharisees came up, saying to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– certain Pharisees trying to scare Jesus away 

⇐ Get out and be on your way from here, because Herod wants to kill you. 

32.  but he said to them: 

↪ Go and tell that fox:180 

 Jesus Christ ––––– King Herod 

≺ ‘Look!  I am casting out demons and accomplishing healing today181 and tomorrow, and the 

third day I shall be finished.’ 

33.  – moreover, I am under obligation today and tomorrow...  but then I must go, because it is not 

permitted for a prophet182 to be destroyed outside of Jerusalem. 

 Jesus Christ (wistfully) ––––– 

34.  Jerusalem, Jerusalem, killer of the prophets183 and stoner of those sent forth to her: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Jerusalem 

⇒ How often I wanted to gather your children together – the way a hen gathers her brood of 

chicks under her wings – but YOU people did not want [it]!184
   35.  See!  YOUR house is being 

abandoned to YOU.185  I tell YOU, YOU will by no means see me until YOU say:186 

‘Blessed is he that comes in Jehovah’s Name.’ 

 Psalm 118:26 

14 
1.  And on an occasion when he went into the house of a certain one of the rulers of the Pharisees on the 

Sabbath to eat a meal, they were closely watching him...   2.  and look!  there was before him a certain man 

who had dropsy.   3.  So in response Jesus spoke to those versed in the Law and to the Pharisees, saying: 

                                                     

 

 
178 Those who do not practice what they claim to be –  see Daniel 11:21-26 concerning the despised Antiochus Epiphanes 
179 A seal  on their  di sappointment – claiming to be God’s chosen nation first and foremost will have no influence on the outcome:  others – 

Genti les!  – wil l go ahead of those who presume to have automatic salvation yet do not pursue it  
180 Matthew 8:19-20 ;  Luke 9:58 
181 Jesus is dividing his long -term care of the world into three days : his li fe ministry,  his death through Christian teaching, and finally his kingly 

reign of Revelation.  At the end of the third day he deliver a cleansed earth to his Father 1 s t Corinthians 15:24-26 
182 Anyone who claims to be a prophet can only be tried by the San´he -drin –  which always sits in Jerusalem.  Jesus is declaring that he is safe in 

Gal´i -lee – indeed anywhere else –  from being condemned as a false prophet 
183 Isaiah 1:21 
184 Christ wanted to help Isaiah 16:3b -5 but they did not want it Psalm 5:11;  Numbers 11:12;  Deuteronomy 32:11-12;  ( Matthew 23:37-38 ) – see 

Micah 7:2  for prophecy 
185 That is – God is leaving you.  Compare John 8:29 
186 ( after Matthew 23:39 ) The people of Jerusalem had already said this ( Matthew chapter 21 ) but here Jesus is showing that though he may 

help others on the Christian way,  the nation of Israel must welcome him before he wil l help them in the same manner  
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 Jesus Christ ––––– Pharisees and those versed in the law 

⇒ Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath or not? 

4.  – but they kept silent.  So taking hold of [the man], he healed him and sent [him] away.   5.  And he said to 

them: 

Who among YOU, if his son or bull falls into a well, will not immediately pull him out on the 

Sabbath day? 

6.  and they were not able to answer back on these things. 

7.  He then related an illustration to the men who had been invited, as he marked how they were choosing 

the most prominent places for themselves, saying to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– guests at the meal with a prominent Pharisee 

⇒ 8.  When you are invited by someone to a marriage feast, do not lie down in the most prominent place 

– perhaps someone more distinguished than you may have been invited by him at the time,    9.  and he 

that invited you and him will come and say to you: 

 host ––––– presumptuous guest 

⇒ ‘Give your place to this man.’ 

and then you will start off with shame to occupy the lowest place.187
   10.  But when you are invited, go and 

recline in the lowest place, so that when the man who has invited you comes, he will say to you: 

 host ––––– humble guest 

≺ ‘Friend, go on up higher!’ 

– then you will have honour in front of all your fellow guests.   11.  For everyone that exalts himself will be 

humbled and he that humbles himself will be exalted. 

12.  Next he began to say also to the man that invited him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– host of the meal, a prominent Pharisee 

⇒ When you spread a dinner or evening meal, do not call your friends or your brothers or your relatives 

or rich neighbours – perhaps sometime they might also invite you in return and it would become a 

repayment to you [rather than an honour of invitation].   13.  But when you spread a feast, invite poor people, 

crippled, lame, blind;   14.  and you will be blessed because they have nothing with which to repay you, for 

you will be repaid in the resurrection of the righteous ones. 

15.  On hearing these things a certain one of the fellow guests said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– a certain guest, presuming he will be invited, and interested only in the food and not in Jesus’ teaching 

⇐ Blessed is he who eats bread in the kingdom of God. 

Illustration of Rich Man’s Grand Evening Meal 
16.  [Jesus] said to him: 

↪ A certain man was spreading a grand evening meal, and he invited many.    17.  And he sent his slave out 

at the hour of the evening meal to say to those invited ones: 

 slave of host of the evening meal ––––– invited ones 

≺ ‘COME!  because it is ready now.’ 

18.  but seemingly with one voice they all started to excuse themselves.  The first said to him: 

 – 1st indolent invited one 

↩ ‘I bought a field and need to go out and see it.  I ask you:  have me excused.’ 188 

                                                     

 

 
187 Proverbs 25:6-7 
188 Jesus is showing how people rely on excuses from the ruling class to disobey an invitation, which excuses are a corruption of  the spir it 

permitted and dispensed by the pr iests to avoid fighting in a battle Deuteronomy 20:5-8 
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19.  and another said: 

 – another sluggish invited one 

↩ ‘I bought five yoke of cattle and am going to examine them.  I ask you:  have me excused.’ 

20.  still another said: 

 – third indolent invited guest 

↩ ‘I just married a wife and for this reason I cannot come.’ 

21.  So coming back the slave reported these things to his master.  Then, becoming angry, the householder 

said to his slave: 

 host of the evening meal ––––– slave 

≺ ‘Go out quickly into the broad ways and the lanes of the city, and bring in here the poor 

and crippled and blind and lame.’189 

22.  In time the slave said: 

↩ ‘Master, it has been done just as you ordered, and yet there is [still] room.’ 

23.  and the master said to the slave: 

↪ ‘Go out into the travellers’ footpaths and the fenced-in places,190 and compel them to come 

in, that my house might be filled.    24.  For I say to YOU people:  not one of those men that 

were invited shall have a taste of my evening meal.’191 

25.  Now great crowds were travelling with him, and he turned and said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– crowds 

⇒ 26.  If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother and wife and children and brothers 

and sisters192 – and yes, even his own soul – he cannot be my disciple.    27.  Whoever is not carrying his 

torture stake and coming after me cannot be my disciple. 

28.  For example, who of YOU that wants to build a tower does not first sit down and calculate the 

cost, to see whether he has enough for its completion?   29.  Otherwise, he might lay its foundation but 

not be able to finish it, and all the onlookers might start to ridicule him,   30.  saying: 

≺ ‘This man started to build but was not able to finish!’ 

31.  Or what king, marching to meet another king in war, does not first sit down and take counsel 

whether he is able with ten thousand troops to encounter with the one that comes against him 

with twenty thousand?   32.  If in fact he cannot do so, then while that one is yet far away he sends out 

a body of ambassadors and sues for peace. 

Pay Attention to Salt193 
33.  – thus, you may be sure, none of YOU that does not say good-bye to all his belongings can be my 

disciple.   34.  Salt is certainly fine!  – but if even the salt loses its taste, with what will it be seasoned?   35.  It is 

suitable neither for soil nor for manure, people throw it outside. 

⇒ Let him that has ears to listen, listen. 

15 
1.  Now all the tax collectors and the sinners were drawing near to him to hear him.   2.  Consequently both 

the Pharisees and the scribes kept grumbling, saying: 

                                                     

 

 
189 Those despised by King David are now invited over the guests 2nd Samuel 5:8 
190 Compare God’s invitation to the beasts of the field ( Gentiles ) Isaiah 56:9 
191 Compare Matthew 22:11 where an ungrateful invited guest – seeing the party – has sneaked in 
192 Exodus 32:29 
193 Reference to the Holy things given to the pr iesthood, distorted over the years into insipid and unholy doctrine Numbers 18:19 ( Matthew 5:13;  

Mark 9:43-50 ) 
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 ––––– Pharisees and scribes 

↻ This man actively receives sinners and eats with them. 

Illustration of Lost Sheep194 and Lost Drachma Coin 
3.  Then he spoke this illustration to them, saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Pharisees and scribes 

↪ 4.  What man of YOU  195 with a hundred sheep – on losing one of them – does not leave the 

ninety-nine behind in the wilderness and go for the lost one until he finds it?    5.  And when he has found 

it he puts it upon his shoulders and rejoices.196
   6.  And when he gets home he calls his friends and his 

neighbours together, saying to them: 

 man who found his lost sheep ––––– friends and neighbours 

≺ ‘Rejoice with me!  Because I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 

7.  I tell YOU that in the same way there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner that repents than over 

ninety-nine righteous ones who have no need of repentance. 

⇒ 8.  – or what woman with ten drachma coins – if she loses one drachma coin – does not light a lamp 

and sweep her house and search carefully until she finds it?    9.  And when she has found it she calls her 

women friends and neighbours together, saying: 

 woman who found a drachma coin ––––– friends and neighbours 

≺ ‘Rejoice with me!  Because I have found the drachma coin that I lost.’ 

10.  In this same way, I tell YOU, joy arises among the angels of God over one sinner that repents. 

2 conjoined illustrations – Prodigal Son and Wasteful Steward197 
Prodigal Son (illustration) 

11.  Then he said: 

A certain man had two sons.   12.  And the younger of them said to his father: 

 father ––––– younger son 

⇐ ‘Father, give me the part of the property that is due to fall to me.’ 

...so he divided his means of living to them.   13.  Later, after not many days, the younger son gathered all 

things together and travelled abroad into a distant country, and there squandered his property by living a 

debauched life.   14.  When he had spent everything, a severe famine occurred throughout that country, and 

he began to be in need.   15.  He even went and attached himself to one of the citizens of that country, and 

he sent him into his fields to herd swine,198
   16.  and he was yearning to be filled with the carob pods which 

the swine were eating, but no one would give to him... 

17.  When he came to his senses, he said: 

 ––––– younger son 

↻ ‘How many hired men of my father have an abundance of bread, while I am perishing here from 

famine!   18.  I will rise and journey to my father and say to him: 

                                                     

 

 
194 Psalm 119:176;   ( Matthew 18:12-14 ) 
195 This is the 4 t h time Jesus has goaded his critics into admitting that they would do the same as he does Luke 11:11 ;  Luke 13:15 ;  Luke 14:4;  

Luke 15:4 
196 Psalm 119:176 
197 ( See Proverbs 28:24 ) Conjoined illustrations fi tting with Jesus’ teaching immediately before – of how God is pleased at repentant sinners.  1st 

Samuel 2:36 
198 Jesus’ il lustration would sting with the Phar isees, because Moses himself – whom they so respected – left the royal  li fe in Phar´aoh’s household, 

found himself in a foreign land,  became a herder of despised animals ( in the eyes of Egyptians ) and returned to be welcomed by his Fat her 

Jehovah.  The Prodigal  son illustration is a curious reprise of Moses’  li fe Exodus 1-3.  By their own reasoning,  the Pharisees would not have mixed 

with Moses!  The sinners and tax collectors are going to Jesus for care, knowing a kind shepherd when they see one – quite di fferent to the 

Pharisees who should be acting as shepherds to them.  And in their treating those human souls as unclean cattle, Jesus exposes that just as the 

Pharisees would not have accepted Moses, neither will  they accept him – the good shepherd, the Mes-si´ah 
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 father ––––– younger son 

⇐ “Father, I have sinned against Heaven and against you.    19.  I am no longer worthy of being 

called your son.  Make me as one of your hired men.” 

20.  ...and having risen he set off to his father... 

...While he was yet a long way off, his father caught sight of him and was moved with pity, and he ran 

and fell upon his neck and tenderly kissed him!   21.  Then the son said to him: 

 father ––––– younger son 

⇐ ‘Father, I have sinned against Heaven and against you.  I am no longer worthy of being called 

your son.  Make me as one of your hired men.’ 

22.  but the father said to his slaves: 

 father ––––– his slaves 

≺ ‘Quick!  Bring out a robe – the best one!  – and clothe him, and bring a [family] ring for his 

hand and sandals for his feet.   23.  And bring the fattened young bull – then slaughter it and 

let us eat and enjoy ourselves,    24.  because this – my son!  – was dead and came to life 

again!  He was lost and was found!’ 

and they started to enjoy themselves. 

25.  Now his older son was in the field;  and as he came up from there he drew near to the house [and] he 

heard music and dancing.   26.  So he called one of the servants to him and inquired what these things 

meant.   27.  He said to him: 

 servant ––––– older son 

↪ ‘Your brother has arrived!  and your father has slaughtered the fattened young bull, because he 

has received him back in good health!’ 

28.  ...However he199 became wrathful and was unwilling to go in, so his father came out and began to 

entreat him.   29.  In reply he said to his father: 

 father ––––– older son 

⇐ ‘Here it is so many years I have slaved for you and never once did I transgress your 

commandment, and yet you never once gave a kid [goat] to me to enjoy with my friends.    30.  But as 

soon as this – your son who ate up your means of living with harlots – arrived, you slaughtered 

the fattened young bull for him.’ 

31.  Then he said to him: 

↪ ‘Child, you have always been with me, and all the things that are mine are yours!    32.  but we just 

had to be merry and rejoice, because this your brother was dead – and came to life, and he was 

lost and was found.’ 

Wasteful Steward (illustration) 

16 
1.  Then he went on to say also to the disciples: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples 

⇒ There was a certain man who had a steward, and that one was accused to him as handling his goods 

wastefully.   2.  So having called him he said to him: 

 rich man ––––– wasteful steward 

≺ ‘What is this I hear about you?  Hand in the account [record books, receipts] of your stewardship 

                                                     

 

 
199 Jonah 4:2-4 This older, faithful son represents those loyal to God –  not understanding the great compassion God is showing – who feel 

aggrieved, seeing some of his inher itance now sacri ficed  for the younger brother, feeling that their loyalty has not been rewarded and that God’s 

smile would have been bestowed on them for less obedience – so it wi ll be at the end of th is era  
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[for examination], for you are no longer fit to manage.’ 

3.  Then the steward said to himself: 

 ––––– wasteful steward 

↻ ‘What am I to do, seeing that my master will take the stewardship away from me?  I am 

not strong enough to dig, I am ashamed to beg...   4.  Ah!  I know what I shall do, so that, 

when I am put out of the stewardship, people will receive me into their homes.’ 

5.  And having called to himself each one of his master’s debtors, he proceeded to ask the first: 

 debtor ––––– wasteful steward 

⇐ ‘How much are you owing my master?’ 

6.  He said: 

↪ ‘A hundred bath measures of olive oil.’ 

He said to him: 

↩ ‘Take back your written agreement and sit down and quickly write fifty.’ 

7.  Next, he asked of another one: 

 another debtor ––––– wasteful steward 

⇐ ‘Now you, how much are you owing?’ 

He said: 

↪ ‘A hundred cor measures of wheat.’ 

He said to him: 

↩ ‘Take back your written agreement ...  and write eighty.’200 

8.  And his master commended the steward, though unrighteous, because he acted shrewdly [with practical 

wisdom] – for the sons of this era are wiser in a practical way toward their own generation than the sons 

of the light are. 

⇒ 9.  Also I say to YOU: 

make friends for yourselves by means of the unrighteous riches, so that when such [earthly 

relationships] fail, they [friends in the Heavens] may receive YOU into the everlasting dwelling places.201 

10.  The person faithful in what is least is faithful also in much, and the person unrighteous in what is least 

is unrighteous also in much.   11.  Therefore, if YOU have not proved yourselves faithful in connection with 

the unrighteous riches, who will entrust YOU with what is true?   12.  And if YOU have not proved yourselves 

faithful in connection with what is another’s, who will give to YOU what is yours?   13.  No house servant202 

can be a slave to two masters – for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted 

to the one and despise the other.  YOU cannot be slaves to God and to riches. 

14.  Now the Pharisees, who were money lovers, were listening to all these things, and they began to sneer 

at him.   15.  Consequently he said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Pharisees 

⇒ YOU are the ones who declare yourselves righteous before men, but God knows YOUR hearts;  

                                                     

 

 
200 Clearly a well -known practice in that time.  This is neither theft nor fraud – for which he could have been imprisoned – but effectively him 

repaying part of their  debts with what he – the steward – had wasted.   The other 50 - and 20- would be returned silently by that steward, to 

make amends for his wastefulness, and the office records would show less produce was missing from the stores than was actually the case!  – just 

enough to balance the books 
201 Whatever unrighteous riches we might have –  things we did or took wrongly - we can nevertheless make friends in the heavens by repaying 

them back to their rightful owners surreptitiously  
202 The Pharisees who were listening ( v 14 ) would note the phrase “house steward”  and know they were stewards of God ’ s  house! Recal l the 

rebellious priests in the time of Kings Jo´ash and Jo-si´ah 2nd  Kings 12; 2nd Kings 22 who retained the silver which had been donated to repair the 

temple. 
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because what is highly esteemed among men is a disgusting thing in God’s sight.    16.  The Law and the 

Prophets were until John;  from then onward, the kingdom of God [as opposed to Israel, under the control of the 

Pharisees] is being proclaimed, and every sort of person is pressing forward toward it.   17.  Indeed, it is 

easier for heaven and earth to pass away than for one particle of a letter of the Law to go unfulfilled.    

18.  Everyone that divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery, and he that marries a woman 

divorced from a husband commits adultery.203  

Rich Man and Laz´a-rus (illustration)204 
⇒ 19.  But there was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen,205 enjoying himself 

splendidly from day to day...   20.  but a certain beggar named Laz´a-rus ["whom God helps"] would be laid at 

his gate, being full of ulcers   21.  and wanted to be satisfied with the things which [merely] dropped from 

the table of the rich man, but the dogs would come [eating the dropped food] and would also lick his 

ulcers.   22.  Now in course of time the beggar died and he was carried off by the angels to the bosom of 

Abraham...206 

...also, the rich man died and was buried.207
   23.  And in Ha´des208 he lifted up his eyes – he existing in the 

depths – and he saw Abraham from afar and Laz´a-rus resting in his bosom.   24.  So he called and said: 

 Abraham ––––– Rich man 

⇐ ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me and send Laz´a-rus to dip the tip of his finger in water and 

cool my tongue, because I am in anguish in this blazing fire.’ 

25.  But Abraham said: 

↪ ‘Child, remember that you received in full your good things in your lifetime, but Laz´a-rus 

correspondingly the injurious things.  Now however he is having comfort here, but you are 

suffering.   26.  And besides all these things, a great chasm has been fixed between us and YOU 

people, so that those wanting209 to go over from here to YOU people cannot, neither may people 

cross over from there to us.’ 

27.  Then he said: 

↩ ‘In that event I ask you, father, to send him to the house of my father,    28.  for I have five brothers, 

in order that he might warn them, so that they also should not come into this place of torment.’ 

29.  But Abraham said: 

↪ ‘They have Moses and the Prophets;  let them listen to these.’ 

30.  Then he said: 

↩ ‘No, indeed, father Abraham, but if someone from the dead goes to them they will repent.’ 

31.  but he said to him: 

↪ ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be persuaded even if someone 

rises from the dead.’210 

17 
1.  Then he said to his disciples: 

                                                     

 

 
203 Jesus al ludes to their  spiritual  adultery – leaving the pursuit of the heavens and instead finding ways of lining their pockets with riches  
204 Psalm 49 .  Compare with Jesus’  words to a Gentile who asked for his help Mark 7:24-30 
205 Compare with the diligent wife in Proverbs 31:22 who has worked to make and deserve such signs of grace.  “Purple” possibly a sign of 

compliance with the Roman authorities to the detriment of the Jewish people  
206 Proverbs 21:13 
207 Antithesis of the preceding two illustrations – the prodigal son repented and the wasteful steward  made amends, but the rich man lived his 

whole l ife without a conscience.  The scene in the afterli fe shows that there is a reward for goodness,  and consequences for sel fishness 
208 Although Hades means the common grave, still the rich man had a good buria l – unlike Laz´a-rus – yet as the next verse states he is in “burning 

heat” shows that his grave is actually Ge -hen´na.   See James 5:1-6 
209 The r ich man at least had the chance to show compassion – Laz´a-rus has not.  This life has its opportunities, therefore – not to be missed 
210 The irony is that just a few weeks later, a man cal led Laz´a -rus was raised from the dead John 11, but instead of acknowledging Jesus as the 

Mes-si´ah the religious leaders set a death warrant on both Jesus and the resurrected man to hide the evidence  
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 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples 

⇒ It is impossible for stumbling not to come, but woe to the one through whom they come!    2.  It would be 

of more advantage to him if a millstone were suspended from his neck and he were thrown into the 

sea than he should cause one of these little ones to stumble. 

3.  PAY attention to yourselves.  If your brother commits a sin give him a rebuke, and if he repents forgive 

him –   4.  even if he sins seven times a day211 against you and he comes back to you seven times, saying: 

‘I repent’ 

you must forgive him.212 

5.  Now the apostles said to the Lord: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles 

⇐ Give us more faith! 

6.  ...then the Lord said: 

↪ If YOU had faith the size of a mustard grain, YOU could say to this black mulberry213 tree: 

‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea!’ 

and it would obey YOU.   7.  Which of YOU – having a slave ploughing or minding the flock – will say to him 

as soon as he gets in from the field: 

 master ––––– slave 

≺ Now you’re here, come and recline! 

8.  Will he not rather say to him: 

≺ ‘Get something ready, for me to have my evening meal, and put on an apron and minister to 

me until I am through eating and drinking, and you can eat and drink afterwards’ 

9.  He will not feel gratitude to the slave because he did the things assigned, will he?    10.  So YOU, also, when 

YOU have done all the things assigned to YOU, say: 

‘We are unworthy slaves.  What we have done is what we were obliged to do.’214 

Heals 10 Lepers 
11.  And while he was going up to Jerusalem, he went passing through the midst of Sa-mar´i-a ["guardianship"] 

and Gal´i-lee.   12.  And on entering into a certain village ten leprous men met him, who stood at a distance,   13.  

but they raised their voices and said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– ten lepers 

⇐ ‘Jesus, Instructor, have mercy on us!’ 

14.  and when he got sight of them he said to them: 

↪ ‘GO and show yourselves to the priests.’ 

– then as they were going off their cleansing occurred.   15.  But one of them, seeing he was healed, turned 

back, glorifying God with a loud voice,   16.  and he fell upon his face at his [Jesus’] feet, thanking him;  

furthermore, he was a Sa-mar´i-tan.   17.  In reply Jesus said: 

                                                     

 

 
211 ( Matthew 18:21-22 ) 
212 This seemed hard for the apostles, which is why they asked for more faith  
213 This appears to be a quote from a mis -translation of Matthew 17:20 which refers to “mountain”  rather than “mulberry tree”.   The Hebrew for 

mountain – – חחרח   is similar in form to apsen – בכאים – and may have been miscopied then later translated into Greek from which no reference 

to the Hebrew could be made, simi lar  to the mis -rendition of “braided rope”  for “camel” passing through the eye of a needle.  Nevertheless,  

Paul ’ s words at 1 s t Corinthians 13:2 suggest that the original  word was mountain  
214 This illustration is not to make lovers of God feel worthless – rather it is to show that faith does not come in a package, but as a consequence 

of their own industriousness in ministering to God.  That declaration as a “good -for-nothing-slave” removes a blindness to their actually developing 

faith through expecting it as a gi ft  
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 Jesus Christ ––––– his followers 

⇒ The ten were cleansed, were they not?  Where then are the other nine?    18.  Were none found 

returning to give glory to God but this foreigner [man of another nation]? 

19.  and he said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– healed Sa-mar´i-tan leper 

⇒ Rise and be on your way;  your faith has made you well. 

20.  But on being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God was coming, he answered them and said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Pharisees 

⇒ The kingdom of God is not coming with visible evidence,    21.  neither will people be saying: 

≺ ‘See here!’ 

or 

≺ ‘There!’ 

for look!  the kingdom of God is [already here] in YOUR midst. 215 

22.  Then he said to the disciples: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples 

⇒ Days will come when YOU will want to see one of the days of the Son of man, but YOU will not see it.    

23.  And people will say to YOU, 

≺ ‘See there!’ 

or 

≺ ‘See here!’ 

[but] do not go out, nor pursue them.   24.  For even as the lightning is flashing in one part under heaven to 

shine upon another part under heaven, so the Son of man will be in his day.216 

25.  First, however, he is obliged to suffer many things and be rejected by this generation –   26.  moreover, just 

as it happened in the days of Noah,[r31] so it will be also in the days of the Son of man:   27.  they were 

eating, they were drinking, men were marrying, women were being given in marriage until that day when 

Noah entered into the Ark, and the flood arrived and destroyed everything... 

28.  ...likewise, just as it occurred in the days of Lot:  they were eating, they were drinking, they were buying, 

they were selling, they were planting, they were building...   29.  but on the day that Lot came out of Sod´om 

it rained fire and sulphur from heaven and destroyed everything.   30.  It will be the same way on that day 

when the Son of man is to be revealed.217 

⇒ 31.  On that day let the person that is on the housetop whose movable things are in the house not come 

down to take them away – and the person out in the field, let him likewise not return to the things 

behind –   32.  remember the wife of Lot:   33.  whoever seeks to preserve his soul218 for himself will lose it, but 

whoever loses it will preserve it [himself] alive.   34.  I tell YOU, In that night two [men] will be in one bed;  

the one will be taken along, but the other will be abandoned.    35.  There will be two [women] grinding at 

the same mill;  the one will be taken along, but the other will be abandoned.219 

                                                     

 

 
215 Clearly Jesus is visible, but i t is his sp i r it  that is evidence of the Kingdom. See Matthew 13:44-45 where the kingdom is likened both to 

treasure and to the one seeking it! 
216 This reference echoes Matthew – where the lightning refers to the spread of false Mes -si´ahs and rumours of them.  This text refers to “...his 

day” – that f a l s e  Mes-si´ahs will be very much a part of that day.  
217 That is, when his prophecy is shown to be true.  When the Roman invasion which destroys Jerusalem and the traditional ist syst em, the Christ 

will be acknowledged as true 
218 By “soul” Jesus is speaking of his what constitute his earthly name and status – possessions, wealth, but also personal yearnings as in the case 

of Lot’s wife - but which are detr imental to the spir itual  
219 ( Compare Numbers 20:25-28 ) The day of the change of stepping -stone.  A warning of how bad it will be – there will be no time to take A LL 

of one’s friends and family – see Matthew 24:40 
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36.  – – 220
   37.  So in response they said to him: 

↩ Where [will they be abandoned to], Lord? 

He said to them: 

↪  

‘Wherever the carcass is, there the eagles will be gathered together.’ 221 

 Job 39:27-29 

Reluctant Judge (illustration) 222 

18 
1.  Then he went on to tell them an illustration of how it is binding upon them always to pray and not to 

give up,   2.  saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles and other listeners 

⇒ In a certain city there was a certain judge that had no fear of God and had no respect for man,    3.  and 

there was [also] a widow in that city and she kept going to him, saying: 

 widow ––––– judge 

⇒ ‘Avenge me against my adversary’ 

4.  Well, for a while he was unwilling, but afterward he said to himself: 

↩ ‘Although I do not fear God or respect a man,    5.  at any rate, because of this widow’s continually 

making me trouble, I will avenge her, so that she will not keep coming and harassing me to a 

finish.’ 

6.  Then the Lord said: 

HEAR what the judge, although unrighteous, says!   7.  Certainly, then, shall not God execute vengeance for 

His chosen ones who cry out to Him day and night, even though He is long-suffering toward them?   8.  I tell 

YOU:  He will execute vengeance for them speedily.223  Nevertheless, when the Son of man does arrive, 

will he really find the faith on the earth? 

Proud and Penitent Men (illustration) 
9.  But he spoke this illustration also to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous – and 

were despising the others: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– men who felt themselves to be righteous 

⇒ 10.  Two men went up into the temple to pray – the one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.    11.  The 

Pharisee stood thus by himself and prayed like this: 

 Almighty God ––––– Pharisee 

≻ ‘O God, I thank you I am not as the rest of men – extortioners, unrighteous, adulterers,224 or 

even as this tax collector.    12.  I fast twice a week, I give the tenth of all things, as many as I 

acquire.’ 

13.  But the tax collector standing at a distance was not willing even to raise his eyes toward heaven, but 

kept beating his breast, saying: 

                                                     

 

 
220 Some translations insert “Two [men] shall  be in the field;  th e one shall be taken, and the other left.”  
221 sadly become  food for the carrion Deuteronomy 28:26  
222 Compare the Reluctant Friend Luke 11:5-8 
223 This is why Jesus’ words –  “within this generation”  – was made, so that the apostles would know there was a defi nite limit to their time of 

endurance 
224 Ironically, each of these is what Jesus accused the religious hard -liners of being!  And giving 1/10 th of everything he acquires neglects the manner 

in which Jesus accuses them of acquiring!  Luke 20:47 
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 Almighty God ––––– tax collector 

⇐ ‘O God, be merciful to me, a sinner.’ 

14.  I tell YOU:  this man went down to his home more righteous than that man;  because everyone that 

exalts himself will be humiliated, but he that humbles himself will be exalted. 

15.  Now people began to bring him also their infants that he might touch them, but on seeing it the 

disciples rebuked them.225
   16.  However, Jesus called the [infants] to him, saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples 

⇒ PERMIT the young children come to me, and do not forbid them, for the kingdom of God belongs to 

suchlike ones.   17.  Truly I say to YOU:  whoever does not take hold of the kingdom of God like a young 

child will by no means get into it. 

Rich Young Ruler Asks About Gaining Everlasting Life226 
18.  And a certain ruler questioned him, saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– rich ruler, anxious to do well 

⇐ Good Teacher, by doing what shall I inherit everlasting life? 

19.  Jesus said to him: 

↪ Why do you call me good?  Nobody is good, except One alone – God.   20.  You know the 

commandments, 

“Do not commit adultery, 

Do not murder, 

Do not steal, 

Do not bear false witness, 

Honour your father and mother.” 

 Exodus 20:13-16, 12 
Almighty God ––––––– Moses (and all Israel) 

21.  Then he said: 

↩ I have kept all these from youth on. 

22.  On hearing that, Jesus said to him: 

↪ There is yet one thing lacking about you:  sell all the things you have and distribute to poor 

people, and you will have treasure in the heavens;  and come – follow me.227 

23.  When he heard this, he became exceedingly sad, for he was very rich.   24.  And having seen him [he having 

started to depart] Jesus said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples and those hearing, possibly knowing the good stature of the rich man 

...How difficult a thing it will be for those having money to enter into the kingdom of God!    25.  It is easier, 

in fact, for a camel228 to get through the eye of a sewing needle than for a rich man to enter into the 

kingdom of God. 

26.  Those who heard this said: 

⇐ Who possibly can be saved? 

27.  – he said: 

↪ The things impossible with men are possible with God. 

                                                     

 

 
225 The very spirit of verse 9! 
226 ( Matthew 19:15 ;  Mark 10:17 ;  a lso Luke 10:25 ) 
227 See footnote to Mark 10:21 
228 Likely the result of Luke referring to a mis -copied version of Matthew’s scroll, where the Greek word for “braided rope”  was mis-written as 

the similar looking word for “camel” 



 

 

 Luke Page 159 of 242 
 

28.  – but Peter said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostle Peter 

↩ Look!  We have left our own things and followed you.229 

29.  – and he said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples 

↪ Truly I say to YOU:  there is no one who has left house or wife or brothers or parents or children for 

the sake of the kingdom of God    30.  who will not get many times more in this period of time, and 

everlasting life in the coming era. 

31.  Then he took the twelve aside and said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles 

⇒ Look!  We are going up to Jerusalem, and all the things written by the prophets concerning the 

Son of man will be accomplished.    32.  For instance, he will be delivered up to [men of] the nations 

and will be mocked and be insulted and spat upon    33.  and after scourging him they will kill him...  

but he will rise on the third day. 

34.  – however, they understood none of these things,  for this utterance was hidden from them, and they 

did not discern what was being said. 

Jesus Heals Blind in Jer´i-cho230 
35.  Now as he was getting near to Jer´i-cho a certain blind man was sitting beside the road and begging.   36.  

On hearing a crowd moving through he began to inquire what this might mean.   37.  They reported to him: 

 crowd ––––– blind beggar 

⇒ Jesus the Naz-a-rene is passing by! 

38.  At that he cried out, saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– blind beggar 

⇐ Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me! 

39.  but all those going in advance of him sternly231 told him to keep quiet, however he kept shouting that 

much more: 

↩ Son of David, have mercy on me. 

40.  Then Jesus stood still and commanded the [man] to be led to him.  Moreover having drawn near, he 
[Jesus] asked him: 

↪ 41.  What do you want me to do for you? 

He said: 

↩ Lord, that I might recover sight. 

42.  So Jesus said to him: 

↪ Recover your sight;  your faith has made you well. 

43.  And instantly he recovered sight, and he began to follow him, glorifying God.  Also, all the people, at 

seeing [it], gave praise to God. 

19 
Zac-chae´us in Jer´i-cho 

1.  And having entered he was passing through Jer´i-cho.   2.  Now here there was a man called by the name 

                                                     

 

 
229 Psalm 141:6 
230 ( Matthew 20:29 ,  Mark 10:46 ) 
231 He was deemed to be unclean – see Mark 10:48 fn 
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Zac-chae´us [“pure”]232 and he was a chief tax collector, and he was rich.   3.  Well, he was craving to see who 

this Jesus was, but he was not able because of the crowd, and because he was small in stature.   4.  So having 

run ahead to an advance position he climbed a fig-mulberry tree in order to see him, because he [Jesus] was 

about to go through that way.   5.  Now when Jesus got to the place, he looked up and said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Zac-chae´us 

⇒ Zac-chae´us, hurry down, for I must stay in your house today. 

6.  With that he hurried down and he received him [as guest] with rejoicing!   7.  But when they [the people] saw 

[it], they all fell to grumbling, saying: 

 crowd observing 

↻ ‘He has gone in to lodge with a sinner!’ 

8.  but Zac-chae´us stood up and said to the Lord: 

↩ Look!  The half of my belongings, Lord, I am giving to the poor, and whatever I extorted from anyone 

by false accusation I am restoring fourfold.233 

9.  At this Jesus said to him: 

↪ Salvation has come to this house today, because he too is a son of Abraham.    10.  For indeed, the Son of 

man came [specifically] to seek and to save what was lost. 

3 Servants with Mi´nas (illustration)234 
11.  While they [the people] were listening to these things, he spoke an illustration, because he was near 

Jerusalem and they were imagining that the kingdom of God was going to display itself instantly.   12.  

Therefore he said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– assembled crowd and disciples 

⇒ A certain man of noble birth travelled to a distant land to secure235 kingly power for himself and then 

to return.   13.  Calling ten of his slaves he gave them ten mi´nas and told them:236 

 nobleman ––––– ten slaves 

⇒ ‘Do business [trade] until I return.’ 

14.  ...but his citizens hated him and sent out a delegation of ambassadors after his departure to say: 

 ambassadors on behalf of the citizens of the nobleman ––––– ten slaves 

≺ ‘We do not want this man to become king over us...’ 

15.  ...Eventually when he got back after having secured the kingly power, he commanded that those slaves 

to whom he had given the silver money be called to him, in order to ascertain what they had gained by 

trading.   16.  Then the first one presented himself, saying: 

 nobleman (now king) ––––– 1st slave 

↩ ‘Lord, your mi´na gained ten more mi´nas.’ 

17.  So he said to him: 

↪ ‘Well done, good slave!  Because in a very small matter you have proved yourself faithful, you 

now hold authority over ten cities.’ 

                                                     

 

 
232 “called by the name..” – probably not his real name.  Zac-chae´us means “pure” –  more likely the noun ( faeces ) –  yet his encounter with 

Jesus would change that to the adjective ( clean )  
233 Showing his love of the scriptures – and his candour – he declares that he acted without compassion and will pay what King David ordered in 

the case of Bath-she´ba and U-ri´ah the Hit´tite 2nd Samuel 12:6 
234 ( Matthew 25:14-30 ) ;   Isaiah 59:16-18 ( warfare ) followed by marriage Isaiah 61:10 ;  1 st Peter 4:10;   1 s t Chronic les 21:22-25 Compare with the 

counsel to a faithful  and wise servant not to succumb to the same ambition as the delinquent servant Luke 12:42-46 
235 Jesus is the noble man – making his way to Heaven to wait while a kingdom is procured when the kings of the earth subject themselves to God 

as a call  and prelude to His Divine Rescue 1 s t Timothy 6:14-15 ;  Revelation 5:6, 13 
236 See Matthew 25:14 
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18.  Now the second came, saying: 

 nobleman (now king) ––––– 2nd slave 

↩ ‘Your mi´na, Lord, made five more mi´nas.’ 

19.  He said to this one also: 

↪ ‘You also are to be in charge of five cities.’ 

20.  But a different one came, saying: 

 nobleman (now king) ––––– other slave 

↩ ‘Lord, here is your mi´na, that I kept laid away in a handkerchief.   21.  You see, I was in fear of 

you,237 because you are a harsh man;  you take up what you did not deposit and you reap what 

you did not sow.’ 

22.  He said to him: 

↪ ‘I judge you by your own mouth, wicked slave!  You “knew” did you that I am a harsh man, 

taking up what I did not deposit and reaping what I did not sow?    23.  Hence why is it you did not 

put my silver money in a bank?  Then on my arrival I would have collected it with interest.’ 

24.  With that he said to those standing by: 

 nobleman (now king) ––––– servants 

≺ ‘Take the mi´na from him and give it to him that has the ten mi´nas.’ 

25.  But they said to him: 

↩ ‘Lord, he has ten mi´nas!’ 

↪ 26.  ‘I say to YOU:  To everyone that has, more will be given;  but from the one that does not 

have, even what he has will be taken away. 

27.  Moreover, bring here these enemies of mine that were not willing to have me reign over 

them and slaughter them before me.’ 

Jesus’ Ceremonial Entry into Jerusalem 238 
28.  So after he had said these things, he went ahead, going up to Jerusalem.   29.  And when he got near to 

Beth´pha-ge and Beth´a-ny toward the mountain called Mount of Olives, he sent forth two of the 

disciples,   30.  saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– two apostles 

⇒ GO into the village which lies ahead, and on entering YOU will find a colt tied, on which none of 

mankind have yet sat.  Untie it and bring it.    31.  But if anyone asks YOU: 

 colt owner ––––– two apostles 

⇒ ‘Why are YOU loosing it?’ 

YOU must answer in this way: 

↩ ‘The Lord needs it.’ 

32.  ...And having departed, those who were sent forth found it just as he had told them.   33.  But as they were 

loosing the colt, its owners said to them: 

 colt owners ––––– two apostles 

⇒ Why are YOU loosing the colt? 

                                                     

 

 
237 ( Matthew 25:14-30.  )  This slave was not afraid, but rather was relying on his  Master to be deposed locally while he was in foreign lands –hiding 

the money that would have been looted by the revolutionists in order to keep it for himself,  wrapping it in a rag for moping sweat from the brow 

and swathing the head of a corpse – something that no-one was l ikely to touch or steal  
238 ( Matthew 21:1-10 ;  Mark 11:1-11 ;  Luke 19:28-45 ;  John 12:12-16 ) – compare with Revelation 7:9 
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34.  they replied: 

↩ The Lord needs it. 

35.  and they led it to Jesus, and having thrown their outer garments upon the colt they set Jesus upon [it].239 

36.  As he moved along his way, they [people] kept spreading their outer garments on the road.240
   37.  As soon as 

he got near the descent from the Mount of Olives all the multitude of the disciples started to rejoice!  and 

to praise God with a loud voice concerning all the powerful works they had seen,241
   38.  saying: 

 disciples ––––– 

Blessed is he that comes in Jehovah’s Name! 

 Psalm 118:26 

≺ Peace in Heaven, and glory in the highest places! 242 

39.  However, some of the Pharisees from the crowd said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Pharisees 

⇐ Teacher, rebuke your disciples! 

40.  but in reply he said: 

↪ I tell YOU:  If these remained silent, the stones would cry out. 

41.  And when he got nearby, on seeing the city, he wept over it,   42.  saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– 

≺ If you – even you!  – had discerned in this day the things having to do with peace...  but now they have 

been hid from your eyes.   43.  Because days will come upon you when your enemies will build around you 

a barricade with pointed stakes and will encircle you and distress you from every side,    44.  and they will 

dash you – and your children within you – to the ground, and they will not leave a stone upon a stone 

in you, because you did not discern the time of your being inspected. 

45.  And he entered into the temple and started to throw out those who were selling,243
   46.  saying to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– merchants in the temple 

⇒ It is written: 

And my house will be a house of prayer 

 Isaiah 56:7 (paraphrased) 

 Almighty God ––––––– eunuch or foreign worshippers of God 

but YOU have made it 

a cave of robbers. 

 Jeremiah 7:11 

Jeremiah ––––––– people of Judah in Jerusalem 

47.  – furthermore, he went teaching daily in the temple.  But the chief priests and the scribes and the 

principal ones of the people were seeking to destroy him;   48.  and yet they did not find the effective way to 

do so, for the people – one and all – kept hanging onto him to hear him. 

                                                     

 

 
239 Compare with the prophetic pattern of Sol´o -mon 1s t Kings 1:38-40 
240 See Je´hu’s men placing their cloaks on the ground for his steps after E -l i´sha’s proxy – a young prophet –  had anointed him king 2nd Kings 9:13 
241 The preaching, the miracles, the beauty,  the resurrections,  and now on a donkey like Sol´o -mon –  anointed by Mary,  the cloaks on the ground 

like Je´hu – the disciples simply k ne w  that he would go through the eastern gate as prophesied!  –  and would seal  his identity as Mes-si´ah! 
242 The crowd would know Psalm 118:19-26  identifying this particular gateway to Jerusalem and the phrase “the stone that the builders rejected 

has become the chief corner stone”  – thus the consternation of the scr ibes hear ing such terr ible criticism of themselves.   Prophetically, the Psalm 

also includes the declaration “I shall  not die but I shall keep living that I may declare the works of Jah”  in verse 17 
243 Jeremiah 7:3 
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20 
1.  On one of the days while he was teaching the people in the temple and declaring the good news, the 

chief priests and the scribes came near with the older men,   2.  and they spoke up, saying to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– chief priests, scribes, older men of Jerusalem 

⇐ Tell us by what authority you do these things, or who is the one who244 gave you this authority. 

3.  in reply he said to them: 

↪ I will also ask YOU a question, and YOU will tell me:  4.  Was the baptism of John from [permitted, ordained 

by] heaven or from men? 

5.  ...then they reasoned among themselves, saying: 

 ––––– chief priests, scribes, older men of Jerusalem 

↻ If we say: 

↩ ‘From heaven’ 

he will say: 

↪ ‘Why did YOU not believe him?’ 

6.  – but if we say: 

↩ ‘From men’ 

the people one and all will stone us, for they are persuaded that John was a prophet. 

7.  – so they replied that they did not know its source...   8.  and Jesus said to them: 

↪ Neither am I telling YOU245 by what authority I do these things. 

9.  Then he started to relate this illustration to the people: 

Illustration of Servants Dispatched to Vineyard246  

 Jesus Christ ––––– chief priests, scribes, older men of Jerusalem 

 Jesus Christ ––––– chief priests, scribes, older men of Jerusalem 

⇒ A man planted a vineyard and let it out to cultivators, and he left that region for a considerable 

time,   10.  but in due season he would send out a slave to the cultivators, that they might give him 

some of the fruit of the vineyard.  The cultivators however, after beating him up would send him 

away empty-handed.   11.  But he would proceed again to send them a different slave...  but after 

having beaten and dishonoured that one they would also send him away empty-handed.   12.  Yet 

again he proceeded to send a third...  and this one they also wounded and threw him out.   13.  At 

this the owner of the vineyard said: 

 vineyard owner 

↻ ‘What shall I do?  I will send my son – the beloved.  Perhaps they will respect this one...’ 

14.  – but on seeing him the cultivators went reasoning among themselves, saying: 

 ––––– cultivators 

↻ ‘This is the heir!  Let us kill him, so that the inheritance may become ours!’ 

15.  – so after casting him outside the vineyard, they killed him. 

                                                     

 

 
244 The rulers know that not one of them has given him this authority, and since it is “their” temple,  they expect his answer to be enough to cast 

him outside 
245 Wording specif ic “I am not tel ling YOU” because YOU are not – that is, refusing – to tell  me 
246 ( Matthew 21:33 ;  Mark 12:1 ;  Luke 20:9  ) They would recall  the words of E -li´jah to king A´hab 1 s t Kings 21:19 ;   Psalm 22:6 ;  Deuteronomy 

28:39 ;   ( Matthew 21:37-38 ;  Mark 12:7 ;  John 11:49-50 )  See also the dirge of Ezekiel 19:10-14 



 

Page 164 of  242 Luke  
 

What therefore, will the owner of the vineyard do to them...?   16.  He will come and destroy these 

cultivators and will give the vineyard to others! 

On hearing [this] they said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– chief priests, scribes, older men of Jerusalem 

↩ Never may that happen!247 

17.  but looking at them he said: 

↪ What, then, is this that has been written: 

The stone which the builders rejected, this has become the chief cornerstone 

 Psalm 118:22; 
Almighty God ––––––– rulers of Jerusalem 

18.  Everyone falling upon that stone will be shattered.  As for anyone upon whom it falls, it will 

pulverize him. 

 Isaiah 8:14 (see Daniel 2:44) 
Isaiah 

19.  The scribes and the chief priests now sought to lay their hands on him in that very hour – but they 

feared the people, for they [the people] had perceived that he spoke this illustration against them [the priests and 

scribes].   20.  So after observing him closely they sent out men secretly hired to pretend that they were 

innocent [hearers], in order that they might catch him in speech, so as to turn him over to the chief [law-

enforcer] and thence to the authority of the governor [Pilate]!    21.  And they questioned him, saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– cunning men, infiltrating, hired by the scribes and chief priests 

⇐ Teacher, we know you speak and teach correctly and show no partiality to any person, but you teach 

the way of God in line with truth.248
   22.  Is it lawful for us to pay tax to Caesar  or not? 

23.  but he detected their cunning and said to them: 

↪ 24.  Show me a de-nar´i-us.  Whose image and inscription does it have? 

They said: 

↩ Caesar’s. 

25.  He said to them: 

↪ By all means, then, restore249  Caesar’s things to Caesar, but God’s things to God. 

26.  Well, they were not able to catch him in this saying before the people, but in amazement at his answer, 

they said nothing. 

Sadducees’ “Seven Brothers” and the Resurrection250 
27.  However, some of the Sadducees – those who say there is no resurrection – came up and questioned 

him,   28.  saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Sadducees 

⇐ Teacher, Moses wrote us: 

If someone’s brother dies having a wife, but he remained childless, his brother should take 

the wife and raise up offspring from her for his brother. 

                                                     

 

 
247 At this point the Pharisees ( who wanted to usurp the Mes -si´ah’s authority over the land just as the illustration says ) realised that God 

Himsel f would disown them;  and the very fabric of their identity – the only thing of value in them – would be stripped away 
248 The Torah, the Law of God Psalm 119:142 
249 “restore” in keeping with the il lustration of the vineyard 
250 ( Matthew 22:23  ) 
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 Deuteronomy 25:5 (paraphrased) 
Moses 

29.  Now there were seven brothers, and the first took a wife but died childless;   30.  also the second,   31.  and 

the third took her...  likewise even the seventh – they did not leave children behind, but died off.   32.  Lastly, 

the woman also died. 

33.  Consequently the wife:  in the resurrection, to which one of them does she become  [the] wife?  for 

the seven had her as wife. 

34.  Jesus said to them: 

↪ The children of this era marry and are given in marriage,    35.  but those who have been counted worthy 

of gaining that era and the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage –   36.  

neither, in fact, can they die anymore, for they are as the angels, and they are God’s children by being 

children of the resurrection.    37.  But that the dead are raised up even Moses disclosed,251 in the account 

about the thornbush, when he calls Jehovah 

the God of Abraham and God of Isaac and God of Jacob. 

 Exodus 3:6 
Almighty God ––––––– Moses 

38.  – for He is not a God of the dead, but of the living, for they are all living to Him. 

39.  In response some of the scribes said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– impressed scribes 

↩ Teacher, you spoke well. 

40.  – for no longer did they [the Sadducees] dare to ask him a single question.   41.  In turn he said to them: 

↪ How is it they say that the Christ is David’s son?    42.  for David himself says in the book of Psalms: 

Jehovah said to my Lord: 

‘Sit at My right hand   43.  until I place your enemies as a foot-stool for your feet.’ 

 Psalm 110:1,2 

Almighty God (through David) ––––––– Lord of David (Jesus Christ) 

44.  David therefore calls him ‘Lord’...  so how is he ‘his son’? 

45.  Then while all the people were listening he said to the disciples: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples 

⇒ 46.  Beware of [the demeanour of] the scribes – of walking around in robes and of loving greetings in the 

marketplaces, and the front seats in the synagogues and the most prominent places at evening meals 

–   47.  those who devour the houses of the widows!  and for a pretext pray at great length.252  These will 

receive a heavier judgement. 

21 
This chapter with its “last days” signs is so-often confused with Armageddon, but Jesus 

is speaking of the fall of the traditionalist way. 

Widow’s Mite253 
1.  Now as he looked up he saw the rich casting their gifts into the treasury chests.    2.  Then he saw a certain 

needy widow drop two small coins [which amounted to a farthing],   3.  and he said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles 

⇒ I tell YOU truthfully:  this poor widow dropped in more than they all did.    4.  For all these cast in gifts out 

                                                     

 

 
251 The scribes would be pleased to hear this – that the Sadducees were not following Moses properly!  
252 ( Mark 12:38-40 ) Proverbs 31:9 
253 Mark 12:41 ;  Luke 21:1 
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of their surplus, but this [woman] – out of her poverty – cast in all the means of living she had. 

5.  And as some were speaking concerning the temple – how it was adorned with fine stones and dedicated 

gifts –   6.  he said: 

Signs of Mankind’s System Crumbling & Christ’s Return 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles 

⇒ As for these things that YOU are beholding, the days will come in which there will not be left a stone 

upon a stone here which will not be thrown down. 

7.  So they asked him, saying: 

↩ Teacher, when254 will these things actually be, and what will be the sign when these things are about 

to occur?255 

8.  He said: 

↪ Watch out so that YOU are not misled – for many will come on the basis of my name, saying: 

‘I am he’, 

and, 

‘The due time has approached.’ 

– do not go after them.   9.  Furthermore, when YOU hear256 of wars and instabilities [in nations], do not be 

terrified, for these things must occur first, but the end is not imminent... 

10.  Then he went on to say to them: 

Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom,   11.  and there will be great earthquakes 

together with pestilences and food shortages in one place after another;  and there will be fearful sights 

and great signs from heaven. 

⇒ 12.  But before all these things, people will lay their hands upon YOU and persecute YOU, delivering YOU 

up to the synagogues and prisons, YOU being hauled before kings and governors on account of my 

name –   13.  [and] it will turn out to be a [promotional] testimony for YOU!    14.  Therefore settle it in YOUR 

hearts not to rehearse beforehand how to make YOUR defence,    15.  for I will give YOU a mouth and 

wisdom, which all YOUR opposers together will not be able to resist or dispute. 

16.  Moreover, YOU will be delivered up – even by parents and brothers and relatives and friends – and 

they will put some of YOU to death,   17.  and YOU will be objects of hatred by all people because of my 

name.   18.  And yet...  not even a hair of YOUR heads will perish –   19.  by YOUR endurance YOU will gain 

YOUR souls. 

⇒ 20.  Furthermore, when YOU see Jerusalem being surrounded by encamped armies, know then that her 

desolation has drawn near.    21.  At that time let those in Ju-de´a begin fleeing257 to the mountains, and 

let those in her midst depart – and let those in the country places not enter into her –   22.  because 

these are the days of retribution for all the things that have been written to be accomplished: 

23.  Woe to the pregnant women258 and the ones suckling a baby in those days!  for there will be 

great necessity upon the land and wrath upon this people;   24.  and they will fall by the edge of the 

                                                     

 

 
254 Hebrews 1:2 
255 Luke 21:20 
256 As with the rumours which threatened to frighten some Jews in Babylon prior to the fall  Jeremiah 51:46-47 
257 Truth of God in His promise.  See also Psalm 60:4-5 concerning fleeing from whatever is self -seeking to the detriment of God, also Revelation 

18:4 
258 Luke 23:27-31;  Matthew 2:16-18 
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sword and be led captive into all the nations;259 and Jerusalem will be trampled260 on by the nations, 

until the appointed times of the nations are fulfilled.261 

25.  Also, there will be signs in sun and moon and stars,262 and anguish of nations on the earth – not 

knowing the way out because of the roaring of the sea and [its] agitation –   26.  while men become faint in 

fear and expectation of the things which are disturbing the earth263 – indeed the powers of the heavens264 

will be shaken.   27.  And then they will see the Son of man arriving in a cloud with power and great glory.265 

28.  ...but as these things begin, raise yourselves up and lift up YOUR heads, because YOUR deliverance is 

getting near. 

29.  With that he spoke an illustration to them: 

⇒ Note the fig tree and all the other trees: 

30.  when they are already in the bud, YOU know by looking for yourselves that the summer is 

already near. 

31.  In this way YOU also, when YOU see these things occurring, know that the kingdom of God is near.   32.  

Truly I say to YOU:  this generation266 will by no means pass away until all things occur.   33.  Heaven and 

earth will pass away, but my words will by no means pass away. 

⇒ 34.  Therefore pay attention to yourselves that YOUR hearts never become weighed down with over-

eating and heavy drinking and anxieties of life, and that day be instantly upon YOU,   35.  for it will 

certainly come as a snare upon all those dwelling upon the face of all the earth.267
   36.  Keep awake, then 

– making supplication at every opportune time – that YOU may have the [spiritual] strength to escape 

all these things that are about to occur and [be able] to stand before the Son of man. 

37.  So by day he would be teaching in the temple, but by night he would go out [from it] and lodge on the 

mountain called the Mount of Olives.   38.  And all the people would come early in the day to him in the 

temple to hear him. 

22 
1.  Now the festival of unleavened bread – the so-called Passover – was drawing near.   2.  Also, the chief 

priests and the scribes were seeking how they might get rid of him, because they were in fear of the 

people.268
   3.  But Satan entered into Judas – the one called Is-car´i-ot, who was numbered among the twelve 

–   4.  and having gone off [to them] he talked with the chief priests and [temple] captains about the effective way 

to betray him to them.   5.  Well, they rejoiced and agreed to give him silver money.   6.  So he consented, and 

he began to seek an opportunity to betray him [Jesus] to them269 – without a crowd around. 

Last Supper – Passover 
7.  The day of the unleavened bread now arrived, on which the Passover [victim] must be sacrificed;   8.  and he 

                                                     

 

 
259 Ful filment of the weeks of Daniel 9:25-27 
260 Reference to David’s plea – trampling washed clothes makes them cleaner Psalm 51:7 
261 Although Jerusalem is finally ( partly )  under Israeli occupation,  the region is fractious.  The “time of the nations” will  not end until the end 

of the War of Armageddon Revelation 16:16 ;  Revelation 17:13 – after which 144,000 kings wi ll be chosen by the Christ for Divine service Revelation 

20:4-5, and there wi ll be no more earthly kings 
262 [Matthew 24:  29 ;  Mark 13:25;  Luke 21:25] All aspects of presumed Divine authority to be closed down at their demise – compare with the 

fall of Egypt.  See Joel 3 and Ezekiel 32:7 See also Isaiah 60:19  – ordained religion destroyed 
263 Jerusalem fel l once before to the brutal Chal -de´ans – remembering that, the nations will be worr ied at what Rome might do next  
264 The evident disturbance to Israel’s status of Divine approval ;   the “son of man arriving”  will  be their  realisation that Jesus’ prophecy was 

indeed true, and that he indeed was the Mes-si´ah – and that they indeed killed him!  and so lost their  standing before God ( with the exception 

of the “power of the heavens being shaken” this could seem to refer to the end of this era.  That this begins the Kingdom of God in the Heavens 

– a replacement for the traditional ist way – is certain, whereas the end of our era brings the kingdom of God to the earth in active Divine 

authority ) 
265 “the Son of Man”s prophecies ful filled, “authority”  of the Christ wil l take over the gap left by the dest royed Jewish system, and the 12 tribes 

throughout the earth will beat themselves in regret that this could have been a continuance ( see Numbers 33:55 ) of the Jewish system, rather 

than arise from its ashes – yet those loyal to God amongst them will  be gathered under God’s care  
266 The generation of Jesus’ day will see Rome’s attack and Jerusalem’s complete fall –  by sword, starvation, and forced exi le  
267 Ju´da-ism overthrown the world over.  At the end of THIS era, this group of “non -believers” includes a great many believers,  whose love of 

God is insipid and not giving due weight to following Him and His Christ  
268 Jesus the man was no longer the issue – the whole of Israel’s people could force an overthrow o f the rulers because they were now seen to 

be degenerate compared to the Mes-si´ah 
269 ( Psalm 37:32-33 ) 
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[Jesus] dispatched Peter and John, saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles Peter and John 

⇒ GO and get the Passover ready for us to eat. 

9.  They said to him: 

↩ Where do you want us to prepare it? 

10.  He said to them: 

↪ Look!  When YOU have entered into the city, a man270 carrying an earthenware vessel of water will 

meet YOU.  Follow him into whichever house he enters,   11.  and YOU must say to the master of the 

house: 

“The Teacher asks of you: 

‘Where is the guest room in which I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ 

12.  and that [man] will show YOU a large upper room, furnished.  Prepare [it] there. 

13.  So having departed they found [everything] just as he had said to them, and they got the Passover ready. 

Lord’s Evening Meal271 
14.  At length when the hour came, he reclined at the table, and the apostles with him,   15.  and he said to 

them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– 11 apostles (excluding Judas Is-car´i-ot) 

⇒ I have greatly desired to eat this Passover with YOU before I suffer;    16.  for I tell YOU, I will not eat of it 

again until it becomes fulfilled272 in the kingdom of God. 

17.  and having accepted a cup he gave thanks and said: 

Take this and share it among yourselves;   18.  for I tell YOU:  from now on I will not drink again from the 

product of the vine until the kingdom of God arrives.273 

19.  – and having taken the loaf274 and given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying: 

This means my body275 which is to be given in YOUR behalf.  Keep doing this in remembrance of me.276 

20.  – also the cup likewise after they had eaten [the bread] saying: 

This cup means the new covenant by virtue of my blood, which is to be poured out277 in YOUR behalf.   21.  

But look!  the hand of my betrayer is with me at the table,278
   22.  because the Son of man is going his way 

according to what is decreed [for him];  all the same, woe to that man through whom he is betrayed! 

23.  so they started to discuss among themselves which of them it might be who was about to do this.    24.  

However, there also arose this heated dispute among them:  [as to] which one of them seemed to be 

                                                     

 

 
270 ( Mark 14:13 ;  Luke 22:10 ) Part of the pattern for the fall of Jerusalem – see Jeremiah 14:2;  John 4:14 ;  ( It would have been unusual for a 

man –  rather than a woman – to carry a water vessel. ) 
271 ( Matthew 26:20 ;  Mark 14:17;   Luke 22:14;   John 13:1  ) Evening meal Exodus 12:8 & 15–  see Revelation 19:17-18 After action of Mel -chiz´e-dek 

to victorious kings at Genesis 14:17-18 
272 Important – whereas the first Passover saved a promised people, the ful f ilment of it was always to save all  those who have fa ith in God.  See 

Joshua 5:1-9 –  ( Matthew 26:27;  Mark 14:25  ) Numbers 18:9-10 
273 Prophecy Isaiah 62:8-9 –  Christ treated as an enemy, but the bread and wine – g iven b y  him – goes only to his loyal followers.  See Joshua 5:1-

9 – ( Matthew 26:27 ;  Mark 14:25 – “fruit of the vine” is the fruit of the coven ant, withheld by traditionalists ( Matthew 21:37-38 ;  Mark 12:7 ;  

Luke 20:14;  John 11:49-50 ) ) Numbers 18:9-10 
274 As Jesus was the “Lamb of God” John 1:29 Jews would be reminded of the twice -dai ly offering of a lamb, together with its associated bread 

and wine.  Numbers 28:4-6 
275 Ezekiel 44:3 ( Matthew 26:26 ;  Mark 14:22 ) 1 s t Corinthians 11:23-24.  See John 6:48-60 and Hebrews 2:14;  1 s t Samuel 21:6- see prophetic 

pattern of Psalm 111:5 
276 This quote – slightly di fferent from Matthew’s – would appear to have been taken from Paul ’s letter to the Corinthians the previous year .  See 

1 s t Corinthians 11:25 & fn  
277 Not a fl imsy statement,  but quoting David Psalm 22:14 when he was effectively being sacri ficed by his pursuers.  Jesus is warning his disciples 

of what lies ahead ( Matthew 26:27;   Mark 14:24;   Luke 22:20 ) 
278 Psalm 41:9  Verses 15 to 20 mention events a f t e r  Judas Is-car´ i-ot has left the meal  gather ing.   However verses 21 and 22 ( a continuation of 

the quotation from verse 20 ) seems to indicate that Judas Is -car´i -ot is still at the table.  This is di fferent from the description given by the other 

gospel writers.  Luke – in making a complete history – seems to be packing in the details staccato style 
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greatest.   25.  But he said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– 11 apostles 

⇒ The kings of the nations lord it over them, and those [subordinate “lords”] having authority over them are 

called Benefactors [“Good Servants”].   26.  YOU, though, are not to be that way, but [rather] let the greatest 

among YOU become as the youngest, and the one leading as the one ministering.   27.  Indeed which one 

is greater:  the one reclining at the table or the one ministering?  Is it not the one reclining at the 

table...?  yet I am in YOUR midst as the one ministering! 

28.  However, YOU are the ones that have stuck with me during my trials;   29.  and so I make a covenant with 

YOU just as my Father has made a covenant with me, for a kingdom,   30.  that YOU may eat and drink at 

my table in my kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.279 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostle Peter 

⇒ 31.  Simon, Simon, look!  Satan has demanded to have YOU men, to sift YOU like wheat.    32.  But I 

have made supplication for you [Simon] that your faith may not give out;  and you, when once you 

have returned [after deserting], strengthen your brothers. 

33.  – but he280 said to him: 

↩ Lord, I am ready to go with you!  both into prison and to go to death. 

34.  but he said: 

↪ I tell you Peter:  a cock will not crow today until you have denied knowing me three times. 

35.  He also said to [all of] them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– 12 apostles 

⇒ When I sent YOU forth without purse and food pouch and sandals, YOU did not want for anything, did 

YOU? 

They replied: 

↩ Nothing! 

36.  Then he said to them: 

↪ But now, let the one that has a purse take it up, likewise also a food pouch;  and let the one without 

[a sword] sell his outer garment and buy a sword.   37.  For I tell YOU that this which is written must be 

accomplished in me, namely: 

And he was reckoned with lawless ones. 

 Isaiah 53:12 

for that [slur] concerning me is [close to] having an accomplishment. 

38.  Then they said: 

↩ Lord, look!  Here are two swords. 

He replied to them: 

↪ It is enough. 

Jesus Prays in the Garden of Geth-sem´a-ne281 
39.  On going out he went – as was his custom – to the Mount of Olives;  and the disciples also followed 

                                                     

 

 
279 “covenant for a kingdom” – the disciples would know this referred to David’s prophecies of a world -wide kingdom ( 2nd Samuel 23:5;   Psalm 

2:8 ) Representing the 12 tribes,  according to the prophetic pattern 2nd  Chronic les 35:4-6 
280 Peter –  hereby ordained to strengthen his brothers - understands the implication that he will  d e se r t ,  before coming back… though he does 

not bel ieve it 
281 ( Matthew 26:37-42;   Mark 14:32-39 )  Moses’ plea not to see calam i ty Numbers 11:15 and David’s prophetic plea for help,  although a King 

Psalm 41:10 
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him.   40.  Having come to the place he said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles 

⇒ PRAY continually, so that YOU do not enter into temptation. 

41.  and he drew away from them about a stone’s throw, and having fallen upon his knees he began to pray,   

42.  saying: 

 Almighty God ––––– Jesus Christ 

≻ ‘Father, if You are willing, remove this cup from me.  Nevertheless, let not my will, but Yours 

take place.’ 282 

43.  – then an angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him.283
   44.  But getting into an agony he 

continued praying more earnestly;  and his sweat became as drops of blood falling to the ground.   45.  And 

rising from prayer and having come to the disciples, he found them slumbering through grief;   46.  and he said 

to them: 

↪ Why are YOU sleeping?284  You need to rise up and carry on in prayer, that YOU might not enter into 

temptation... 

Jesus Betrayed in Geth-sem´a-ne with a Kiss285 
47.  While he was yet speaking, look!  a crowd, and the man called Judas – one of the twelve – was going 

before them;  and he drew near to Jesus to kiss him.   48.  But Jesus said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Judas Is-car´i-ot 

⇒ Judas, are you betraying the Son of man with a kiss? 

49.  When those about him saw what was about to happen, they said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles 

⇐ Lord, should we strike with the sword? 

50.  – a certain one of them [Peter]286 even did strike the slave of the high priest and cut off his right ear,   51.  but 

in reply Jesus said: 

↪ Let it go as far as this. 

and touching the ear he healed him.   52.  Jesus then said to the chief priests287 and captains of the temple and 

older men that had come there for him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– chief priests, captains of the temple, older men 

⇒ Did YOU come out with swords and clubs as against a robber?    53.  While I was with YOU in the temple 

day after day YOU did not stretch out YOUR hands against me.  But this is YOUR hour and the 

authority of darkness.288 

54.  – then seizing him they led him off and brought him into the house of the high priest... 

but Peter was following at a distance,   55.  moreover when they [the mob] lit a fire in the midst of the 

courtyard and sat down together, Peter was sitting among them.   56.  However a certain servant girl 

saw him sitting toward the light [of the fire] and having gazed intently on him said: 

                                                     

 

 
282 Recall that this would also have been the attitude of Isaac – not the Son of God, not perfect, but just a boy!  Also his mother – knowing what 

it would mean ( potential  stoning,  certain ostracism ) to be pregnant – chose God’s wi ll Luke 1:38 .  Also of Jonah 2:1-3 because there were no 

Hebrew peers to pray on his behalf  
283 Jesus did not need spiritual support, but clear ly he knew the extent of the pain he was about to receive – which he had to endure – and which 

could easily break the human threshold, and was concerned that he might, through pain, disgrace his Father’s purp ose.  And once impaled there 

was nothing he could do to prevent a lingering death over several days – which would, i tsel f, violate the prophecy of Passover.  Mindful that a 

break in prophecy would be enough for satan to win, Jesus was very afraid.  
284 Ironic –  this is Jesus’ shipwreck, but his fr iends are “sleeping below decks” Jonah 1:5-6. ( Matthew 8:23-27;  Mark 4:35-41 ;  Luke 8:22-25 ) 
285 Genesis 27:24-27 ( Matthew 26:48-50;  Mark 14:39-49 ;  Luke 22:47-48 ;  John 18:1-9 ) – ful filment of 1 s t Kings 20:35-37 
286 ( Matthew 26:51 ;  Mark 14:47 ;  Luke 22:50 ) John 18:10  identif ies him as Peter 
287 Amazingly, some of the chief priests were there also – perhaps because so much was at stake, they wanted to make sure the kidnap was 

successfu lly carried out 
288 Double meaning – i t being the dead of night and their actions associated with underhand behaviour.   Isaiah 53:7 
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 apostle Peter and others around ––––– servant girl 

≻ This man was with him too... 

57.  but he denied it, saying: 

 apostle Peter ––––– servant girl 

↪ I do not know him, woman. 

58.  ...And after a short time another person – seeing him – said: 

 apostle Peter ––––– another perceptive man 

⇐ You are also one of them. 

but Peter said: 

↪ Man, I am not. 

59.  ...And after about an hour had elapsed a certain other man strongly affirmed it, saying: 

 apostle Peter ––––– yet another perceptive man 

≻ For a certainty this [man] was also with him;  for in fact, he is a Gal-i-le´an! 

60.  but Peter said: 

↪ Man, I do not know what you are talking about. 

– and instantly, while he was yet speaking, a cock crowed.   61.  And the Lord turned and looked upon 

Peter, and Peter recalled the word of the Lord, how he had said to him: 

‘Before a cock crows today you will disown me three times.’ 

62.  ...and going outside he wept bitterly!289 

63.  Now the men that had him in custody began to make fun of him, hitting him;   64.  and after covering him 

over they would ask and say: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– custodians of Jesus (guards or priests possibly) 

⇐ Prophesy.  Who is it that struck you? 

65.  and they went on saying many other things in reproach against him. 

66.  At length when it became day,290 the assembly of older men of the people were gathered together – 

both chief priests and scribes – and they led him into their San´he-drin hall, saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– chief priests and scribes 

⇐ 67.  If you are the Christ, tell us. 

but he said to them: 

↪ Even if I told YOU, YOU would not believe it at all.    68.  Moreover, if I questioned YOU, YOU would not 

answer at all.   69.  However, from now on the Son of man will be sitting at the right hand of the power of 

God. 291 

70.  At this they all said: 

↩ Are you, therefore, the Son of God?292 

he said to them: 

                                                     

 

 
289 ( Matthew 26:75 ;  Mark 14:72;  Luke 22:61 ;  John 18:15-27 ) Peter would remember Jesus’ words of warning many months earlier ...  Matthew 

10:33 He would recall that he had cursed Jesus!  and sworn an oath by God that he did not know him!  all because of the pressure... and feel 

absolutely heartbroken!  Galatians 2:12 
290 This is the only account which times Jesus’  appearance before the San´he -drin to the daytime.  All  the others have this contemporaneous with 

Peter ’s denials 
291 ( Matthew 26:64 ;  Mark 14:62 );  Acts 7:56;  Psalm 110:1-2 – looking at the traditionalists, h is enemies.  See footnote to Matthew 24:30 
292 Foretold in scripture –  Psalm 116:16 ;  Isaiah 53:10 
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↪ YOU yourselves say that I am. 

71.  They said: 

 chief priests and scribes 

≺ Why do we need further witness?  for we ourselves have heard [it] from out of his own mouth! 

Pontius Pilate 

23 
1.  So the whole multitude of them rose – one and all – and led him to Pilate.   2.  Then they started to accuse 

him, saying: 

 chief priests and scribes ––––– Pontius Pilate 

⇒ We found this man subverting our nation and forbidding the paying of taxes  to Caesar and declaring 

himself to be Christ, a king. 

3.  Now Pilate asked him the question: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Pontius Pilate 

⇐ Are you the king of the Jews? 

in answer to him he said: 

↪ You are saying [it]. 

4.  Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds: 

⇐ I find no fault in this man. 

5.  – but they began to be insistent, saying: 

↪ He stirs up the people by teaching throughout all Ju-de´a, from Gal´i-lee even to here... 

6.  ...On hearing that, Pilate asked whether the man was a Gal-i-le´an,   7.  and having ascertained that he was 

[infact] from the jurisdiction of Herod, he sent him on to Herod – who was also himself in Jerusalem in 

these days... 

8.  When Herod saw Jesus he rejoiced greatly!  indeed for a considerable time he had wanted to see him 

because of having heard about him, and he was hoping to see some sign performed by him.   9.  So he began 

to question him with a good many words, but he made him no answer –   10.  moreover the chief priests293 

and the scribes kept standing by, vehemently accusing him.294
   11.  So Herod with his soldier guards treated 

him with contempt, and he made fun of him by clothing him with a bright garment and sent him back to 

Pilate...   12.  ...and both Herod and Pilate became friends with each other on that very day;  for before that, 

there had been hostility between them. 

Choice of Jesus Christ or Bar-ab´bas295 
13.  Pilate then called the chief priests and the rulers and the [ordinary] people together   14.  and said to them: 

 chief priests and rulers of the Jews ––––– Pontius Pilate 

⇐ YOU brought this man to me as one inciting the people to revolt, and look!  I examined him in front of 

YOU but found nothing in this man guilty of that charge which YOU are bringing against him.    15.  In 

fact, not even Herod did!  for he sent him back to us;  and look!  nothing deserving of death has been 

committed by him.   16.  So – having chastised him – I will release him. 

17.  – –296
   18.  – but they cried out all together, saying: 

                                                     

 

 
293 Chief priests and scribes went to Herod’s palace also!  Perhaps to make sure that events moved quickly  
294 This would not be the audience Herod would have wanted –  a quiet pr ivi leged hour with a great prophet.  Instead,  he saw a man who wouldn’t 

speak to him! and rather than a peaceful scene he had Jewish rulers (real Jews, as Herod was Id -u-me´an) shouting in the background 
295 ( Matthew 27:15-26 ;  Mark 15:6 ;  John 18:38 ) Choice of sheep or a goat Exodus 12:5 and choice for Jehovah or for A-za´zel at the Day of 

Atonement Leviticus 16:9-10 
296 Some versions read “of necessity, he had to release someone to them at the feast [of Passover]”  
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↪ Away with this man, but release Bar-ab´bas to us! 

19.  – who had been thrown into prison for a certain sedition in the city, and for murder! 297
   20.  Again Pilate 

called out to them, wanting to release Jesus,   21.  but yelling they said: 

⇒ Impale!  Impale him! 

22.  So for the third time he said to them: 

↩ What bad thing did this [man] do?  I found nothing deserving of death in him.  I have chastised him, 

and will release him… 

23.  – at this they began to press upon him with loud voices, demanding that he be impaled;298 and their 

voices overpowered [his].299
   24.  So Pilate gave sentence for their demand to be met –   25.  he released the man 

that had been thrown into prison for sedition and murder!  whom they were demanding, but he 

surrendered Jesus to their will.300 

26.  Now as they led him away – their having laid hold of Simon, a native of Cy-re´ne, visiting from the 

country – they placed the torture stake upon him to bear it behind Jesus,   27.  and a great multitude of the 

people were following him, together with women who kept beating themselves in grief and wailing for 

him.   28.  Turning to the women Jesus said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– grieving women 

⇒ Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me.  On the contrary, weep for yourselves and for YOUR 

children;   29.  because look!  days are coming in which people will say: 

 Jews in a future year 

‘Blessed are the barren women, and the wombs that never gave birth and the breasts that 

never nursed!’301 

 Isaiah 54:1 (paraphrased) 

30.  Then they [people raising this chant] will start to say to the mountains: 

‘Fall over us!’302 

and to the hills: 

‘Cover us over!’ 

 Hosea 10:7-13 (paraphrased) 

31.  because if they [sons of Jerusalem] do these things when the tree is moist, what will happen when it is 

withered? 303 

Jesus Executed with Two Other Condemned Men304 
32.  Now two other men, wrongdoers, were also being led away to be executed with him,   33.  and when they 

got to the place called Skull, they impaled him and the wrongdoers there, one on his right and one on his 

left.   34.  But Jesus was saying: 

 Almighty God ––––– Jesus Christ 

⇐ Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing. 

                                                     

 

 
297 Notice their evident dual standard:  Bar -ab´bas himsel f had been found guil ty of sedition and would have been executed that day  
298 Psalm 22:16 
299 This would worry Pi late – a Roman governor with an implacable mob of angry subjects at his very gates, who were not afraid to shout him 

down!.  There were 200,000 people at Jerusalem for the Passover – a ver itable army!  – and his soldiers amounted to a f ew thousand.  He did 

not dare risk an insurrection 
300 Day of atonement Leviticus 16:9 – also the reprise at Leviticus 14:1-7 for the 2 doves at the curing of the leper.  ( Matthew 27:15-26;  Mark 

15:6-15  ) 
301 Double meaning – both because of the allegory of the promise through Abraham Galatians 4:26-27 but also because women would eat their 

own children before the fa l l of Ma-sa´da Isaiah 54:1 ;  Luke 21:23-24 
302 Hiding, realising the transparency of their nature in what they have done.  See Revelation 6:16 and Jeremiah 16:16 
303 ( after Luke 21:23-24 ) This unheard of event was the overthrow of God’s Own ordained system for worship.  See Psalm 21:8-13 and compared 

with Egypt Deuteronomy 4:20 
304 Exodus 17:12  ( Matthew 27:32;  Mark 15:22 ;  Luke 23:32 ;  John 19:16 ) also 1s t Chronicles 11:13-14 
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furthermore, they cast lots to distribute his garments.   35.  And the people stood looking on, but the rulers 

were sneering, saying:305 

 rulers of the Jews, mocking Jesus ––––– 

≺ He saved others, let him save himself if this one is the Christ, the Chosen One of God. 

36.  Even the soldiers made fun of him, coming close and offering him sour wine306
   37.  and saying: 

 soldiers ––––– 

≺ If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself. 

38.  There was also an inscription over him: 

‘This is the king of the Jews.’ 

39.  But one of the wrongdoers who had been hung up began to revile him saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– mocking evildoer being executed with Jesus 

≻ You are the Christ, are you not?  Save yourself and us! 

40.  but the other answered and rebuked him saying: 

 repentant and wiser evildoer ––––– mocking evildoer 

↪ Do you not fear God at all?  now that you are in the same judgement?    41.  – and we justly so, for 

we are worthy of what we are receiving, but this [man] did nothing wrong. 

42.  and he went on to say: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– repentant evildoer being executed with Jesus 

⇐ Jesus, remember me when you get into your kingdom... 

43.  and he replied to him: 

↪ Truly I tell you today:307  you will be with me in Paradise. 

Darkness for Three Hours308 
44.  Well by now it was about the sixth hour, and yet a darkness fell over all the earth until the ninth hour,   45.  

because the sunlight failed...  then the curtain of the sanctuary was torn down the middle.309
   46.  And having 

cried out with a loud voice Jesus said: 

 Almighty God ––––– Jesus Christ 

⇐ Father, into Your hands I commit my spirit.310 

When he had said this, he expired. 

47.  On seeing what had happened the centurion began to glorify God, saying: 

 army officer 

↻ Certainly this man was righteous! 

48.  and all the crowds that had gathered together for this spectacle – on seeing the things that had taken 

place – began to return, beating their breasts!   49.  as did all those acquainted with him who were standing at 

a distance.  And those women who had followed him from Gal´i-lee were beholding these things. 

                                                     

 

 
305 Psalm 22:18 .  See Obadiah v11 
306 Psalm 69:21 ;  ( Matthew 27:32-34 ;  Mark 15:22-23;  John 19:29-30 ) 
307 “Remember you ‘then’?   I remember you now and promise you now:. ..” 
308 Matthew 27:45 ;  Mark 15:33;  Luke 23:44 ;  ( as the 3 days’ of darkness over Egypt Exodus 10:21 ) As prophesied in Ezekiel 32:7 also the fa ll of 

Israel  at Amos 8:9 and prophesied in Jeremiah 33:20  Compare antithetic promise of New Jerusalem –  Isaiah 60:19-20;   Revelation 21:22-27;   

Revelation 22:5 
309 ( Matthew 27:51 ;  Mark 15:38 ) See 2nd Kings 2:12 .  See Psalm 29:8 for prefigurement, and Daniel 9:24 for prophecy,  also 1 s t Kings 13:1-3 
310 Psalm 31:5;  Genesis 49:18 
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Joseph of Ar-i-ma-the´a – a San´he-drin Man – Buries Jesus’ Body311 
50.  And look!  a man named Joseph – a member of the Council – being also a good and righteous man,   51.  he 

having not voted in support of their design and action.  He was from Ar-i-ma-the´a – a Ju-de´an city [or “a 

city of the Jews”] – and was [himself] waiting for the kingdom of God.   52.  Having gone to Pilate he asked for the 

body of Jesus.   53.  And having taken it down he wrapped it up in fine linen, and he laid him in a tomb carved 

into the rock, into which no man had yet lain.312
   54.  Now it was the day of Preparation, and [the evening light 

of] Sabbath was approaching,   55.  and the women, who had come with him out of Gal´i-lee, followed along 

and saw the memorial tomb and how his body was laid;   56.  and they went back to prepare spices and 

perfumed oils, but of course they rested on the [2-day] Sabbath according to the commandment... 

24 
1.  ...However on the first day of the week,313 early morning, they went to the tomb bearing the spices they 

had prepared,314
   2.  but they found the stone rolled away from the memorial tomb,   3.  and having entered they 

did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.   4.  While they were puzzling over this, look!  two men in brilliant 

clothing stood by them.   5.  As the [women] became frightened, turning their faces to the ground, the [men] 

said to them: 

 angels of Almighty God ––––– some women (Mary Mag´da-lene, Mary the mother of James, Jo-an´na) 

⇒ Why do YOU seek the living one among the dead?    6.  He is not here, but has been raised up.  Recall 

how he spoke to YOU while he was yet in Gal´i-lee   7.  saying that the Son of man must be delivered into 

the hands of sinful men and be impaled, and yet rise on the third day.315 

8.  – so they recalled his sayings   9.  and on returning from the memorial tomb they reported all these things 

to the eleven and to all the rest.   10.  They were the Mag´da-lene Mary, and Jo-an´na, and Mary the [mother] of 

James, also the rest of the women with them told the apostles these things...   11.  however these sayings 

appeared as mere chatter to them and they would not believe them.   12.  – – 316 

Jesus on the Road to Em-ma´us317 
13.  And look!  on that very day two of them were journeying to a village which was about seven miles 

distant from Jerusalem called Em-ma´us ["warm baths"],   14.  and they were conversing with each other over all 

these things that had occurred.   15.  Now as they were conversing and discussing, Jesus himself approached 

and began walking with them,   16.  but their eyes were kept from recognising him.   17.  He said to them: 

 Jesus Christ (unrecognised) ––––– two disciples (Cle´o-pas and Simon (apostle Peter)) 

⇒ What are these matters that YOU are debating between yourselves as YOU walk along? 

– but they stood still with sad faces.   18.  In answer the one named Cle´o-pas ["of a renowned father"] said to him: 

↩ Are you living alone in Jerusalem and so have not known the things that have occurred in her in these 

days? 

19.  and he said to them: 

↪ What things? 

They said to him: 

↩ The things concerning Jesus the Naz-a-rene, who became a powerful prophet in word and deed before 

                                                     

 

 
311 Ful filment of Isaiah 53:9 and 1s t Kings 13:26-32 ( Matthew 27:57;   Mark 15:42;  Luke 23:50 ;  John 19:38 ) 
312 Isaiah 53:9 
313 Not “the next day” – which would have been their Sunday (also a Sabbath on that occasion) – but the 1 s t  day which was not a Sabbath 
314 Jesus’ body had already been embalmed John 19:39-40 but either the women did not know this, or had seen the speedy embalming and came 

to apply a more time consuming application of spices,  the way a woman would and a man would not  
315 Luke 18:32-33 
316 Some text include “But Peter rose and ran to the memorial  tomb, and on stooping forward he s aw only the bandages.   So he went away, 

wondering within himself at what had occurred.”  
317 2 disciples – Cle´o-pas and Simon –  are on the road to Em-ma´us.   v33 declares that they went to Jerusalem “ and they found the eleven and 

those with them“ –  the 11 being the remaining apostles,  which would include Simon Peter .  However 1 s t  Corinthians 15:5 – written a year before 

Luke’s gospel and to which Luke would have had access – states that Jesus appeared to Ce´phas separately, then to the 12.  Also Mark’s gospe l – 

the f irst one written – declares that two of them went on the journey and returned to “the rest” of them, and Luke’s gospel is based upon these 

writings.   I t would appear that Luke’s gospel states “the eleven” for completeness,  forgetting that Ce´phas was one of them, in view of Paul’s 

repeated mention of Ce´phas as prominent – that is, an apostle 
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God and all the people;   20.  and how our chief priests and rulers handed him over to the sentence of 

death and impaled him! 

21.  But we were hoping that it was he who was intended to deliver Israel;  yes, and besides all these things, 

this makes the third day since these things happened.   22.  Moreover, certain women from among us 

amazed us, having been early to the memorial tomb   23.  but did not find his body – also they came saying 

they had also seen a vision318 of angels who say he is alive!   24.  Further, some of those with us went off to 

the memorial tomb;  and they found it so, just as the women had said, but they did not see him. 

25.  So he said to them: 

↪ O foolish ones – and slow in heart to believe on all the things the prophets spoke!    26.  Was it not 

necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into his glory? 

27.  – and commencing at Moses and all the Prophets he thoroughly explained to them things pertaining to 

himself in all the Scriptures. 

28.  Finally they got close to the village where they were journeying, while he acted as if he was journeying 

on further,   29.  but they implored him, saying: 

⇐ Stay with us, because it is toward evening and the day has already declined. 

– so he went in to stay with them.   30.  And as he was reclining with them [at the meal] he took the loaf, blessed 

it, and having broken it he gave it to them.319
   31.  At that their eyes were fully opened and they recognised 

him!  ...and he disappeared from their sight.   32.  And they said to each other: 

 ––––– two disciples (Cle´o-pas and Simon (apostle Peter)) 

↻ Was our heart not burning within us as he was speaking to us on the road, as he was 

expounding the Scriptures to us? 

33.  – and rising up in that very hour320 they returned to Jerusalem, and they found [the rest of] the eleven and 

those with them assembled together,   34.  saying: 

 Rest of the 11 apostles (that is, 10) and others ––––– two disciples (Cle´o-pas and Simon (apostle Peter)) 

⇐ For a fact the Lord was raised up – and he appeared to Simon!321 

35.  – and they related the events [which had taken place] on the road and how he had become known to them 

by the breaking of the loaf.   36.  Moreover while they were speaking of these things, he himself stood in their 

midst and said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– 11 apostles and others, and Cle´o-pas 

⇒ Peace to YOU. 

37.  – but being already terrified and alarmed, they imagined they were seeing a spirit.   38.  So he said to them: 

Why are YOU troubled, and why do doubts come up in YOUR hearts?   39.  See my hands and my feet, that 

it is I myself.  Feel me and see, because a spirit does not have flesh and bones322 just as YOU behold I 

have. 

40.  – and having said this he showed them his hands and his feet.   41.  But while they were still not believing – 

out of sheer joy and wondering!  – he said to them: 

Do YOU have anything there to eat? 

42.  and they handed him a piece of broiled fish   43.  and taking it he ate it before their eyes. 

44.  He now said to them: 

                                                     

 

 
318 In truth,  the actuali ty of angels, but the men – who had been absent - have no other word for it at th is time other than a sight, or a vision  
319 Breaking food for those who revere God Psalm 111:5 
320 Enthusiastic!  They travel led seven miles in the night -time! 
321 Imagine the feel ings of S imon Peter.   He had cursed Jesus, sworn by God that he had nothing to do with him.. . then here he wa s,  talking with 

him and watching him break bread –  before any of the other apostles ever saw him!  At that moment, he would know t rue forgiveness –  far more 

than the word! 
322 Some relig ions which preach that people are resurrected to heaven with a fleshly body counter 1 s t Corinthians 15:50– that “ flesh and blood 

cannot inherit God’s kingdom” – by saying “but flesh and bone can!”.   These words from Jesus undermine that argument  
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These are my words which I spoke to YOU while I was yet with YOU, that all the things written about me 

in the law of Moses and in the Prophets and Psalms must be fulfilled. 

45.  Then he opened up their minds so as to fully grasp the meaning of the Scriptures,   46.  and he said to them: 

In this way it is written that the Christ was to suffer and rise from among the dead on the third day,    47.  

and for repentance for the forgiveness of sins to be proclaimed on the basis of his name in all the nations 

– beginning with Jerusalem.323
   48.  YOU are to be witnesses of these things. 

49.  And look!  I am sending forth upon YOU that [Holy Spirit] which is promised by my Father.  YOU though, 

abide in the city until YOU become clothed with that power from on high. 

50.  Then he led them out as far as Beth´a-ny, and having lifted up his hands he blessed them.   51.  As he was 

blessing them he was separated from them and began to be borne up into heaven.324
   52.  And they 

prostrated themselves to him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy –   53.  and they were all continually in 

the temple blessing God. 

 

                                                     

 

 
323 Romans 1:16 
324 Location echoed by Luke in the Acts of Apostles Acts 1:9-12. Leviticus 25:1 fn;   2nd Kings 2:11-14 
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John 

THE GOOD NEWS ACCORDING TO 

John 
[95 CE] This gospel was written for Greek-speaking people and non-Jews, evidenced by 

his explaining terms such as “Mes-si´ah”.  By explaining “the festival of the Jews...” 

John shows that some of his audience would have been born after those festivals ceased. 

The latter part of the gospel is clearly by another hand, though likely permitted by John 

as an addendum to supplement what he had not included. 

1 
1.  The Word1 was there in the beginning, and the Word was with God, and the Word was a god.2

   2.  This 

one was with God at [the] beginning.3   3.  All things came into existence through him, and not even one thing 

that exists has come into being without him.   4.  There was life in him, and the life was the [very] light of men   

5.  – and the light [remains] shining in the darkness, but the darkness has not overpowered it.4 

6.  There arose a man who had been sent forth from God:  his name was John.   7.  This [man] came to be a 

witness, in order to testify about the light so that people of all sorts might believe through him.   8.  He was 

not that light, but he was meant to bear witness about that light.5 

9.  The true light that gives light to every sort of man was about to come into the world...   10.  he was in the 

world – though the world came into existence through him – but the world did not know him.   11.  He came 

to his own [God’s people], but his own did not take him in.   12.  However, he gave authority – to as many as did 

receive him, to those who were exercising faith in his name6 – to become God’s children;   13.  and they were 

born, not from blood [Abrahamic line] nor from a fleshly will [desire for a child] – nor from man’s will [man’s design] – 

but from God. 

14.  So the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we had a view of his glory, a glory such as belongs 

to an only-begotten son with a Father – full of loving kindness and truth.7
   15.  John bore witness about him, 

and cried out saying: 

 John the baptist ––––– 

≺ This was the one about whom I said: 

‘The one coming after me has precedence over me, because he existed before me.’  

16.  – for from his abundance we all received even kindness upon loving kindness;   17.  because the Law was 

given through Moses, [but] the loving kindness and the truth8 came to be through Jesus Christ.9
   18.  No man 

[not even Moses] has ever seen God10 [however] the only-begotten god – being in the bosom [position] with the 

Father – is the one that has explained Him. 

19.  Now this is the witness of John when the Jews sent forth priests and Le´vites from Jerusalem to him to 

ask him: 

 John the baptist ––––– priests and Le´vites from Jerusalem 

⇐ Who are you? 

20.  and he confessed and did not refuse to answer, but confessed: 

                                                     

 

 
1 Proverbs 8:22-31 Word ( guidance, wisdom ) – as was expressed through the prophets – 1 s t Peter 1:10-12 ;  Hebrews 5:9 
2 Mi´cha-el – a chief angel ( Jude 9 ) – identi fied as the Pr ince Daniel 10:21 who will enter Jerusalem by the Eastern gate Ezekiel 44:2-3 that is:  

the Mes-si´ah, God’s Own Son Isaiah 53:10 .  Jesus had had a prehumen li fe as a Divine one  
3 There are gods –  human or otherwise, or mythical ( as in the case of Rome ) – but t h i s  one was with God at the beginning 
4 2nd Corinthians 4:5-6 ;  Psalm 112:4 
5 Isaiah 62:1 
6 Those who became God’s children were the close disciples Matthew 9:15 fn ;  Luke 22:28-29 – specif ically the apostles – and acted as Christ’s 

brothers t ow a rd  his weaker disciples, and later to all people  
7 Micah 7:18-20 ;  confidence in God’s promises – see Romans 15:8 
8 Truth of God in His promi se.   See also Psalm 60:4-5 concerning fleeing from whatever is sel f -seeking to the detr iment of God 
9 Equating Jesus Christ and Moses each with portions of God’s purpose of the Promised Land –  in a ll of its forms! 
10 See Exodus 33:18-20 & 1s t Timothy 6:16 ;  Deuteronomy 34:10 
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↪ I am not the Christ. 

21.  And they asked him: 

↩ What, then?  Are you E-li´jah? 

and he replied: 

↪ I am not. 

↩ Are you ‘The Prophet’?11 

and he answered: 

↪ No! 

22.  Therefore they said to him: 

↩ [So] who are you?  that we may give an answer to those who sent us.  What do you say about 

yourself? 

23.  He said: 

↪ I am a voice of someone crying out in the wilderness:12
 

MAKE the way of Jehovah straight 

 Isaiah 40:3 
Isaiah ––––––– 

just as Isaiah the prophet said. 

24.  – now those sent forth were from among the Pharisees...13
   25.  So they questioned him and said to him: 

 John the baptist ––––– Pharisees (and their envoys) 

⇐ Why, then, do you baptise if you yourself are not the Christ or E-li´jah or The Prophet? 

26.  John answered them, saying: 

↪ I baptise in water...  [but] someone is standing in YOUR midst whom YOU do not know –   27.  the one 

coming after me, but the lace of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.14 

28.  – these things took place in Beth´a-ny across the Jordan,15 where John was baptising. 

Jesus Baptised16  
29.  The next day he beheld Jesus coming toward him, and he said: 

 John the baptist ––––– 

≺ See, the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world!17
   30.  This is the one about whom I said: 

“After me comes a man who has precedence over me, because he existed before me.”  

31.  I did not know him, but I came baptising in water for this reason:18 that he might be made manifest to 

Israel. 

                                                     

 

 
11 This is in reference to Moses’  words in Deuteronomy 18:18,19 :   ”Jehovah God wil l raise up for YOU from among YOUR brothers a prophet like 

me.  YOU must listen to him according to all the things he speaks to YOU.  Indeed, any soul that does not listen to that Prop het wil l be completely 

destroyed from among the people”  See also John 6:14 and Acts 3:23 
12 John declares a 42 month drought on the rulers of Israel 1s t Kings 17 ( Matthew 3:1-3;  Mark 1:4;  ) Luke 1:76 
13 The Pharisees would normally declare when a prophecy had been ful filled!  – they were not accustomed to being taught by an outsider  
14 ( See Moses on Holy mountain at Exodus 3:5 )  The unfinished sentence is a silence for his audience to fill with the thought of Moses’ bef ore 

the burning bush on Mt. Si´nai, being baptised with fire and God’s spirit  
15 A place near Shit´tim where the Hebrews crossed the Jordan,  where the priests stood with the Ark,  the place which Joshua came  back to and 

placed the twelve stones in the middle  of the Jordan – see Joshua 4:9 
16 Ful filment of Moses knowing beforehand - and identi fying after the dew water had passed –  the Manna from heaven Exodus 16:15 ( Matthew 

3:13-17 ;  Mark 1:9-11 ;  Luke 3:21-22 ) 
17 Precedent is the Le´vites, acting as a sacrif ice to atone for the sins of the sons of Israel  Numbers 8:19 .  See prophetic pattern Ezekiel 45:17 
18 Ful filment of Mal´a -chi’s prophetic statement Malachi 2:15 
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John baptises Jesus, then speaks again 

32.  John also testified, saying: 

⇒ I have seen the spirit descending as a dove19 out of heaven, and it remained upon him.    33.  I did not 

know him, but the very One Who sent me20 to baptise in water said to me: 

 Almighty God ––––– John the baptist 

⇒ ‘Whoever it is upon whom you see the spirit descending and remaining, this is the one that 

baptises in Holy spirit.’ 

34.  – and I have seen it, and I have borne witness that this one is the Son of God. 

35.  Again the next day John was standing with two of his disciples,   36.  and as he looked at Jesus walking he 

said: 

 John the baptist ––––– two of his disciples nearby 

⇒ See, the Lamb of God! 

37.  – and his two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus.   38.  Then Jesus turned and – seeing them 

following – he said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– two disciples of John the baptist, now following Jesus 

⇒ What are YOU looking for? 

They said to him: 

↩ Rabbi...  [ – which when translated means:  “Teacher” – ] ...where are you staying? 

39.  He said to them: 

↪ COME, and YOU will see. 

– accordingly they went and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with him that day;21 it was about 

the tenth hour. 

Jesus now with 2 disciples: Andrew and one 

other, likely John – who is too humble to name 

himself 

40.  Andrew the brother of Simon Peter was one of the two that heard what John said and followed him.   41.  

Firstly he finds his own brother Simon, and said to him: 

 Andrew (one of the two former disciples of John the baptist ––––– Simon 

⇒ We have found the Mes-si´ah!!  ( – which means when translated:  “Christ”. ) 

42.  He led him to Jesus.  When Jesus looked upon him he said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostle Peter 

You are Simon the son of John;  you will be called ‘Ce´phas’ ( – which means “Peter” ). 

Jesus now with 3 disciples: Andrew, Simon, likely 

John 

43.  The next day he intended to go forth into Gal´i-lee, so Jesus found Philip  22 and said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Philip 

⇒ Follow me... 

44.  – now Philip was from Beth-sa´i-da, from the [same] city of Andrew and Peter.   45.  Philip found Na-than´a-

                                                     

 

 
19 ( Matthew 3:16;  Mark 1:10;  Luke 3:22;  John 1:32 ) See Genesis 8:8-12 –  the dove representing God’s spirit  
20 See Luke 3:2 
21 Imagine the joy of John!  What would they talk about while there?  Now, Jesus’ home address is known – he will be inundated, and so must 

begin his ministry 
22 Philip seems to have a special place i n Jesus’  heart.   He is the first one whom Jesus himsel f cal ls to him, he gently quizzes Philip over the need 

for provisions John 6:5-6 and at the last supper eases Phil ip’s unease over his fa ith John 14:8-9.  Philip seems to have been low in spirit, small in 

li fe,  and Jesus would gently tease him into taking part in things  
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el ["gift of God"] [aka Bar-thoĺ o-mew] and said to him: 

 Philip ––––– Na-than´a-el 

⇒ We have found the one of whom Moses wrote in the Law – and the Prophets:  Jesus, the son of 

Joseph, from Naz´a-reth! 

46.  but Na-than´a-el said to him: 

↩ Can anything good come out of Naz´a-reth? 

Philip said to him: 

↪ Come and see. 

47.  Jesus saw Na-than´a-el coming toward him and said about him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– possibly Andrew and Simon Peter 

⇒ See, truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit. 

48.  Na-than´a-el said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Na-than´a-el 

↩ How is it that you know me? 

Jesus in answer said to him: 

↪ I saw you before Philip called you, while you were under the fig tree. 

49.  Na-than´a-el answered him: 

↩ Rabbi, you are the Son of God, you are King of Israel. 

50.  Jesus in answer said to him: 

↪ Do you believe because I told you 

‘I saw you underneath the fig tree’ ? 

– you will see things greater than these. 

51.  He further said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Na-than´a-el, Philip and others (possibly Andrew and Simon Peter) 

⇒ Most truly I say to YOU men, YOU will see heaven opened up and the angels of God ascending and 

descending23 to the Son of man.24 

Jesus now with 5 disciples: Andrew, Simon, Na-

than´a-el, Philip, likely John. He was to travel to 
the wedding in Ca´na with six disciples – likely 

James, John’s brother –  as evidenced by the 

miracle there 

Wedding At Ca´na of Gal´i-lee 

2 
1.  Now on the third day a marriage took place in Ca´na of Gal´i-lee, and Jesus’ mother was there.   2.  Jesus 

and his disciples were also invited to the marriage feast. 

3.  When the wine ran short Jesus’ mother said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Mary his mother 

⇐ ...they have no wine. 

                                                     

 

 
23 See Jacob’s ladder –  Genesis 28:12 
24 This has to be pertinent to Na -than´a-el – or why say it!  He had evidently yearned for that in prayer,  in context of the Roman occupation,  and 

Jesus was the answer to his prayer! 
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4.  – but Jesus said to her: 

↪ What have I to do with you, woman?25  My hour has not yet come. 

5.  His mother said to the servants: 

 Mary ––––– servants at the marriage feast 

⇒ ‘Do whatever he tells YOU to do.’26 

6.  As it was, there were six stone water jars there as required by the purification27 rules of the Jews, each 

able to hold two or three liquid measures [40 litres].   7.  Jesus said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– servants at the marriage feast 

⇒ FILL the water jars with water. 

– and they filled them to the brim.   8.  And he said to them: 

Draw some out now and take it to the director of the feast. 

– so they took it.   9.  Now when the director of the feast tasted the water that had been turned into wine – 

but did not know what its source was, although the servants who had drawn out the water knew – the 

director of the feast called the bridegroom   10.  and said to him: 

 bridegroom ––––– director of the marriage feast 

⇐ Every other man puts out the fine wine first, then the inferior when the people are intoxicated.  

You have reserved the fine wine until now! 

11.  Jesus performed this in Ca´na of Gal´i-lee as [the] beginning of the signs, and he made his glory manifest – 

and his disciples28 put their faith in him. 

12.  After this he and his mother and brothers and his disciples went down to Ca-per´na-um, but they did 

not stay there many days. 

Jesus Clears the Temple at Passover 
13.  Now the Passover of the Jews29 was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem,   14.  and he found those selling 

cattle and sheep and doves, and the money brokers sitting in the temple.   15.  So, after making a whip of 

ropes, he drove them all out of the temple – both sheep and cattle – and he poured out the coins of the 

money changers and overturned their tables   16.  and he said to those selling the doves: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– merchants 

⇒ Take these things away from here!  Do not make my Father’s house into a house of trade!30 

17.  – his disciples called to mind that it is written: 

The zeal for Your house will eat me up 

 Psalm 69:9 
David 

Rebuild Temple in 3 Days31 
18.  – therefore, in response, the Jews said to him: 

↩ What sign [of authority] have you to show us, since you are doing these things? 

                                                     

 

 
25 This – seen by some as a rather callous statement by our Lord – was the tone that was required.  Mary would know that her son had begun 

3½ years of ministry, and Jesus’ referral to “his time”  showed that she was aware that he would consult with her again  only at his death.  I t could 

be that Mary was trying to cling onto him.  This might explain why –  even though Jesus’ baptism had taken place and his ministry had b egun –  

Mary tried to give him instructions as i f he were simply an ordinary son, and why Jes us – instead of calling her “Mother”  – cal led her ( more 

distantly ) “woman” 
26 See the authority of Joseph in Egypt when the famine begins to bite Genesis 41:55 
27 A touching “coincidence” – the water for purification was turned into wine, and wine was later to represent Jesus’ cleansing “blood of the New 

Covenant” 
28 They –  and on ly  they – knew it was a metaphor of how he would turn their six bland and water -l ike spirits into the finest wine 
29 “the Passover o f  t he  Je w s . . .” John’s language distances Christianity from Jewish festivals and customs  
30 Isaiah 1:21 
31 ( Matthew 26:59-61 ;  John 2:18-19 ) Fulf ilment of David’s prophecy 2nd Samuel 23:2-7 and of that for sprout Zechariah 6:13 
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19.  In answer Jesus said to them: 

↪ Break down this temple, and in three days I will raise it up. 

20.  Therefore the Jews said: 

↩ This temple was built in forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days? 

21.  – but he was talking about the temple of his body32...   22.  therefore when he was raised up from the dead, 

his disciples called to mind that he used to say this;  and they believed the Scripture33 and the saying that 

Jesus said. 

23.  However, when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover, at its festival, many people put their faith in his 

name [because of] viewing his signs that he was performing.   24.  But Jesus himself was not entrusting himself to 

them because of his knowing them all   25.  and because he was in no need to have anyone bear witness about 

Man, for he himself knew what was in Man. 

3 
Nic-o-de´mus – Born-Again 

1.  Now there was a man of the Pharisees – Nic-o-de´mus ["conqueror"] was his name – a ruler [San´he-drin member] 

of the Jews.   2.  He came to him in the night and said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Nic-o-de´mus 

⇐ Rabbi, we know that you as a teacher  have come from God;  for no one can perform these signs that 

you perform unless God is with him.34 

3.  In answer Jesus said to him: 

↪ Most truly I say to you:  Unless someone is born again [anew],35 he is unable to see the kingdom of God. 

4.  Nic-o-de´mus said to him: 

↩ How can a man be born when he is old?  He cannot enter into the womb of his mother a second time 

and be born, can he? 

5.  Jesus answered: 

↪ Most truly I say to you:  Unless anyone is born from water36 and spirit, he cannot enter into the 

kingdom of God.   6.  That which has been born from the flesh is flesh, but that which has been born 

from the spirit is spirit.   7.  You should not marvel because I told you: 

‘YOU people must be born again.’ 

8.  – the spirit [pneuma, wind] blows where it wants to, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know 

where it comes from and where it is going.37  So is everyone who becomes born from the spirit [pneuma]. 

9.  In answer Nic-o-de´mus said to him: 

                                                     

 

 
32 This should have told his cr itics something important:  for the Mes-si´ah would be fi lled with God’s spirit, just as the Temple was origin ally 

f illed 
33 Hosea 6:2 
34 Nic-o-de´mus has the impression that the Mes -si´ah comes to “rubber -stamp” the Jews as God’s people, and to make them great again over 

the surrounding nations 
35 ( compare Sim´e-on’s prophecy at Luke 2:34 ) Nic-o-de´mus has said that Jesus has “come from God” – symbolic of the “birth by spirit” which 

Jesus wi l l explain to him.  “reborn” also indicates coming out of the womb again – the womb a euphemism for the abyss Genesis 49:25 , which the 

nation of Israel has made its home.  See also the cleansing of the Le´vites Numbers 8:7-16.  See Hebrews 3 & 4  where the rebels – who knew they 

were on a journey to reap the promised land – did not enter into God’s rest, but a new birth through Christ wil l provide it  
36 Baptism – outward symbol;  spirit is the inner symbol.   Jesus is pointing to the importance of the baptism, which John the Baptist had been 

practicing – that the Pharisees and Sadducees should recognise John and respect h is ministry  
37 Jews would know of the physical mani festation of God’s spirit, but equally would only see its local effect – it could, and did, go to Egypt, to 

Babylonia and to Si´nai , not simply remain in Jerusalem.  Relieving Nic -o-de´mus of his presumption that the way of the Pharisees is something 

special Ecc les iastes 1:6 and that they merely need to watch and wait (whereas Sol´o-mon said this was foolishness and results in no satisfaction 

Ecc les iastes 11:4-5 ) Jesus is saying that those born from the spirit could be from anywhere  
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↩ How can these things come about?38 

10.  in answer Jesus said to him: 

↪ Are you a teacher  of Israel and yet do not know these things?39
   11.  Most truly I say to you:   We 

speak of what we know and we bear witness of what we have seen, 40 but YOU people [Pharisees and 

San´he-drin] do not receive the witness we give.    12.  If I have told YOU earthly things and yet YOU do not 

believe, how will YOU believe if I tell YOU heavenly things?    13.  Moreover, no man has ascended into 

heaven41 except he that descended from heaven, the Son of man.42
   14.  And just as Moses lifted up the 

serpent in the wilderness, so the Son of man must be lifted up,43
   15.  in order that everyone believing in 

him might have everlasting life. 

16.  For God loved the world!  so much that He gave the only-begotten44 Son, in order that everyone 

exercising faith in him45 should not be destroyed but have everlasting life.   17.  For God did not send His Son 

into the world for him to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through him.46
   18.  He who 

exercises faith in him is not to be judged;  he that does not exercise faith has been judged already [of his 

sins], because he has not exercised faith in the Name47 of the only-begotten Son of God –   19.  therefore this 

is the basis for judgement:  that the light has come into the world but men have loved the darkness 

more than the light, for their works were wicked.   20.  For 

“he that practices vile things repels the light” 

 Job 12:5  

Job ––––––– Zo´phar the Na´a-ma-thite 

and does not draw near to the light, in order that his works may not be reproved.   21.  But he that practices 

the truth [God’s Law] approaches the light,48 in order that his works49 may be made manifest as having 

been worked in harmony with God. 

22.  After these things Jesus and his disciples went into Ju-de´an country, and he spent some time with them 

there and did baptising.   23.  But John also was baptising in Ae´non ["springs"] near Sa´lim ["peace"], because there 

were many water places50 there, and people [still] kept coming and being baptised –   24.  for John had not yet 

been thrown into prison.   25.  Then a dispute arose from among the disciples of John with a Jew concerning 

purification,51
   26.  so they came to John and said to him: 

 John the baptist ––––– his disciples 

⇐ Rabbi, the man that was with you on the other side of the Jordan, to whom you have borne witness, 

                                                     

 

 
38 Nic-o-de´mus’ exclamation is due to Jesus’ referring to “. ..everyone”  – the people from wherever the wind blows – not just Jews.  Nic-o-

de´mus had not seen this in the Law and the prophets because it had been hidden – see Ephesians 3:5 The next chapter gives an example of this 

– when Sa-mar´i -tans who show the right spirit are the first to know that Jesus is the Mes -si´ah John 4:24-26 
39 Not a rebuke, more a kindly goading... that there was much in the scriptures yet to be made clear.  After all, the spirit – currently missing in 

Nic-o-de´mus – b lows where it is intended but we do not know where it comes (who wi ll teach us). ..  
40 Jesus and his disciples had evidently already seen Gentiles accepting the Kingdom message!  
41 . . .that is, “no-one on earth can describe heavenly things”  – contradicting those who say they can 
42 Nic-o-de´mus would know and recall “son of man” from E -ze´ki-el Daniel 10:21 ;  Ezekiel 44:2-3 and know that this man before him was therefore 

a Divine one:  Mi´cha -el, the archangel in human form.  See Psalm 18:16 ;  Proverbs 30:4 
43 Numbers 21:5-9 Not referring li terally to his execution,  but to the way that –  just as God decreed that people shoul d not approach Moses, but 

turn to the copper serpent for a cure to their woes – so people would not turn to the nation of Israel but to the Mes -si´ah 
44 “only begotten” would teach Nic-o-de´mus something about the nature of the archangel Mi´cha -el – that he was the only one whom God 

created – and show that Abraham’s sacrif ice of Isaac Genesis 22 was actual ly prophetic!  Nic -o-de´mus would realise that events in Jewish h is t o ry  

– as well as the prophetic statements - would pertain to the Mes-si´ah 
45 ‘Everyone – the whole world’ and not just the Jews.   The Jews had presumed destruction on Gentiles, that they would not be worthy of a 

resurrection 
46 Ful filment of  David’s prophetic psalm Psalm 18:43 and of Isaiah’s plea to God Isaiah 64:1  and of Jeremiah’s prophecy Jeremiah 3:17;   Jeremiah 

16:18 .  See Jesus’  words in the hearing of a ll at Jerusalem –  including the Pharisee rulers – at John 12:47 .  See the Divine Rescue,  earth saved by 

the completion of Christ’s reign  
47 This is not Jesus’ name, but rather the Name of God which God places in those He chooses for His purpose – see Jeremiah 15:16 .  Al l of our 

sins therefore – whatever they may be – boil  down to one issue:  do we accept God’s Mes -si´ah, or not 
48 Words of real  encouragement for Nic-o-de´mus and a sign to him that Jesus was acknowledging his visit,  compared to the absence of other 

rulers.  For this reason Jesus would tell pe ople to obey the Law, and they would gain everlasting li fe Matthew 19:16-17;  Mark 10:17-19 ;  Luke 

10:25-29 
49 “his works” means that the works during his l ife under the Law were done from the heart, viewing his sincerity in obedience as leading to the 

promised Mes-si´ah 
50 As the river gently meandered and its flood plains undulated, pools of water would regularly be created close to the  banks of the Jordan 
51 The advent of Jesus doing baptising has weakened John’s credentials in the eyes of malicious opponents, who wish to undermine  him 
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see!  he is baptising and all are going to him! 

27.  In answer John said: 

↪ A man cannot receive a single thing [holy ministry] – nothing!  unless it has been given him from heaven.    

28.  YOU yourselves bear me witness that I said: 

‘I am not the Christ, but, I have been sent forth in advance of that one.’ 

↪ 29.  The bridegroom52 is the one who has the bride [God’s followers]!  However, the friend of the bridegroom, 

when he stands and hears him, rejoices with delight on account of the voice of the bridegroom – 

therefore my joy is fulfilled!   30.  That one must go on increasing, but I am to decrease.    31.  The one that 

comes from above is over all others;  the one that is from the earth is from the earth and speaks of 

things of the earth [but] he that comes from heaven is over all others.   32.  He bears witness of what he 

has seen and heard [in Heaven], yet no man is accepting his testimony –   33.  [but] he [whoever] that has 

accepted his witness has put his seal to it that God is true.   34.  The one whom God sent forth speaks 

the sayings of God – for he does not give the spirit by measure [not a portion, but completeness].   35.  The Father 

loves the Son and has given all things into his hand.    36.  He that exercises faith in the Son has 

everlasting life;  he that disobeys the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God remains upon him.53 
 

Sa-mar´i-tan Woman at the Well 

4 
Jesus speaks with a Sa-mar í-tan woman at the well.  She has a live-in man despite 

having had 5 ex-husbands – so is evidently seen as desirable by men in her village.  She 

reasons with Jesus considerably, and her simple word is given credence by men of her 
village.  Possibly she is a kind of Sa-mar í-tan prophetess – valued as a wife, no matter 

how many previous husbands, so the men of the village obey the direction of the 

prophetess to meet with Jesus – and find her words to be true! 

1.  When the Lord became aware that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making and baptising more 

disciples than John –   2.  although indeed Jesus himself did no baptising, but rather his disciples did –   3.  he left 

Ju-de´a and departed again for Gal´i-lee,   4.  but it was necessary for him to go through Sa-mar´i-a.   5.  

Accordingly he came to a city of Sa-mar´i-a called Sy´char ["drink"]54 [aka She´chem] near the field that Jacob 

gave to his son Joseph.55 

6.  Moreover, Jacob’s fountain was there, so being wearied from the journey Jesus was sitting like that at the 

fountain56 – it was about the sixth hour.   7.  A woman of Sa-mar´i-a came to draw water.  Jesus said to her: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– woman of Sa-mar´i-a 

⇒ Give me something to drink. 

8.  – for his disciples had gone off into the city to buy provisions.   9.  Therefore the Sa-mar´i-tan woman said 

to him: 

↩ How is it that you – despite being a Jew – ask to drink from me when I am a Sa-mar´i-tan woman?  – 

( for Jews have no dealings with Sa-mar´i-tans ) 

10.  In answer Jesus said to her: 

↪ If you had known the gift of God and who it is that says to you: 

‘Give me something to drink’, 

you would have asked him, and regardless [of our differences] he would have given you living water. 

11.  She said to him: 

                                                     

 

 
52 See Isaiah 61:10 
53 John’s words echo much of what Jesus said to Nic -o-de´mus –  a teacher of Israel !  –  in enlightenment!  John learned through God’s spir it that 

Jesus was from Heaven, that he was God’s son, and that accepting him would cover over every sort of si n –  but rejecting him would bring the full  

measure of judgement 
54 P lace where the 12 tribes were divided by Re-ho-bo´am 1 s t Kings 12:1-19 is where Jesus re-unites them in pursuit of the Mes-si´ah 
55 Genesis 33:18-20;  Joshua 24:32 
56 No entourage, not teaching, just like any other tired -out man 
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↩ Sir, you have nothing with which to draw [water], and the well is deep.  From where therefore do you 

have this ‘living water’?    12.  You are not greater than our forefather Jacob, who gave us57 the well and 

who himself drank out of it with his sons and his cattle, are you?58 

13.  In answer Jesus said to her: 

↪ Everyone drinking of this water will get thirsty again.    14.  Whoever drinks from the water that I will give 

him will never get thirsty at all, but rather the water that I will give him will become a fountain of 

water in him, bubbling up into everlasting life.59 

15.  The woman said to him: 

↩ Sir, give me this water, so that I may neither thirst nor keep coming over to this place to draw water. 

16.  He said to her: 

↪ Go, call your husband and come to this place. 

17.  In answer the woman said: 

↩ I do not have a husband... 

Jesus said to her: 

↪ You said correctly, 

‘I do not have a husband.’ 

18.  for you have had five husbands, and he whom you have now is not your husband.  You have spoken 

truthfully. 60 

19.  The woman said to him: 

↩ Sir, I can see that you are a prophet!    20.  Our forefathers worshiped in this mountain;  but YOU people 

say that the place where people ought to worship is in Jerusalem. 

21.  Jesus said to her: 

↪ Believe me, woman, the hour is coming when neither in this mountain nor in Jerusalem will YOU 

people worship the Father.61
   22.  YOU [people] worship what YOU do not know;  we worship what we 

know because salvation originates with the Jews;    23.  nevertheless, the hour is coming – and it is now!  – 

when the true worshipers will worship the Father with spirit and truth,62 for indeed, the Father is 

looking for such ones who worship Him.    24.  God is a Spirit, and those worshipping Him must worship 

with spirit and truth.63 

25.  The woman said to him: 

↩ I know that Mes-si´ah is coming – who is called “Christ”64 – whenever he arrives, he will declare all 

things to us! 

26.  Jesus said to her: 

↪ I who am speaking to you am he. 

                                                     

 

 
57 Numbers 21:17 Showing her love of God’s her itage –  and with a correcting manner compares Jesus with the forefathers  
58 Compare with John 8:48-59 
59 ( Isaiah 58:9-11 ) See Revelation 7:17 ;   Revelation 22:1 ;  Revelation 22:17 The woman thinks he means the water will become a never -ending well 

– not something that wil l make people live forever 
60 An ordinary man would have told her she was lying,  because she had a lover – but Jesus was kind:  he saw her spir itual  reaction to the promise 

of living water,  that she was fertile ground for the good news.  To have had five husbands,  and now a lover,  th is woman must be specia l in the 

city – perhaps viewed as a prophetess.  This might explain why the citizens bel ieved her report John 4:39 
61 The woman – who perceived Jesus is a prophet – is speaking of, perhaps, going to worship in Jerusalem.  But noting her faith Jesus warns her 

against i t, instead pointing her to that which is to succeed it:  the Mes -si´anic Way, whilst alluding to a greater Father than Jacob – the One God 

Whom Jesus A N D  SH E HE R SEL F  ( in the recesses of her fa ith ) are both worshipping!  - and this sparks her interest...  
62 Micah 7:18-20.  Confidence in the hope through Abraham – see Romans 15:8 
63 She has been truthful , and Jesus tells her that God is looking for those who worship Him in truth – this Sa-mar´i -tan woman sees that simply 

by her honesty she has by-passed the need to go to Jerusalem and live as a conventional Jew!!  
64 She shows that she is Greek speaking –  the language of the nations – yet she gives the Hebrew word Mes-si´ah f irst, showing her love of God! 
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27.  Now at this point his disciples arrived, and they began to wonder because he was speaking with a 

woman.  Of course, no one said: 

‘What are you looking for?’ 

or 

‘Why do you talk with her?’ 

28.  Therefore the woman left her water jar and went away into the city and told the men: 

 men of the Sa-mar´i-an city of Sy´char ––––– woman of Sa-mar´i-a 

⇐ 29.  Come here, see a man who could tell me whatever things I have done!  Could this be the 

Christ?65 

30.  – they began going out of the city and coming to him. 

31.  ...meanwhile the disciples were urging him, saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples 

⇐ Rabbi...  eat! 

32.  but he said to them: 

↪ I have food to eat that YOU do not know about. 

33.  Therefore the disciples began saying to one another: 

 ––––– disciples 

↻ ‘No one has brought him anything to eat, have they?’66 

34.  Jesus said to them: 

↪ My food is for me to do the will of Him that sent me and to finish His work.    35.  Do YOU not say that 

there are yet four months before the harvest comes?  Look!  I say to YOU:  Lift up YOUR eyes and 

view the fields, for they are already white for harvesting.    36.  The reaper is receiving wages and gathering 

in fruit toward everlasting life, so that the sower and the reaper may rejoice together.    37.  In this respect, 

indeed, the saying is true: 

‘One is the sower and another the reaper.’ 

 Job 31:7-8 (paraphrased) 

Job ––––– El´i-phaz, Bil´dad and Zo´phar ( 3 comforters ) 

38.  I dispatched YOU to reap what YOU have spent no labour on.  Others have laboured, and YOU have 

entered into [the ripening fruit harvest of] their labour. 

39.  Now many of the Sa-mar´i-tans out of that city put faith in him on account of the word of the woman 

who said in testimony: 

 men of the Sa-mar´i-an city of Sy´char ––––– woman of Sa-mar´i-a 

⇐ ‘...he told me everything – whatever I had done!’ 

40.  Therefore when the Sa-mar´i-tans came to him, they began asking him to stay with them – so he stayed 

there two days.   41.  Consequently many more believed on account of his words,   42.  and they began to say to 

the woman: 

↪ We do not believe any longer on account of your talk, for we have heard for ourselves and we 

know that this man is truly the saviour of the world! 

43.  so after the two days he left there for Gal´i-lee.   44.  Jesus himself testified that a prophet has no honour in 

his own homeland,67
   45.  but when he arrived in Gal´i-lee, the Gal-i-le´ans did receive him because they had 

                                                     

 

 
65 Perhaps as a valued prophetess she feels emboldened to speak like this and know she will be given credence  
66 . . .”would a Sa -mar´ i-tan feed him, a travell ing Jew?”  
67 Although the Sa-mar´ i-tans believe – without miracles!  – Jesus says that Jerusalem will not believe a prophet without seeing signs John 4:48 
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seen all the things he did in Jerusalem at the festival, for they too had gone to the festival.68 

46.  Accordingly he came again to Ca´na of Gal´i-lee, where he had turned the water into wine.  Now there 

was a certain attendant of the king whose son was sick in Ca-per´na-um.   47.  When this man heard that 

Jesus had come out of Ju-de´a into Gal´i-lee, he went off to him and began asking him to come down and 

heal his son, for he was at the point of dying.   48.  However, Jesus said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– attendant to King Herod and others 

⇒ Unless YOU people [unlike those in Sa-mar´i-a] see69 signs and wonders, YOU will by no means 

believe. 

49.  The attendant of the king said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– attendant to King Herod and others 

↩ Lord, come down before my young child dies. 

50.  Jesus said to him: 

↪ Go your way;  your son lives. 

– so this man believed Jesus’ word to him and went his way...   51.  but already while he was on his way down 

his slaves met him to say that his boy was living.   52.  Therefore he began to inquire of them the hour in 

which he got better in health, so they said to him: 

 attendants to the attendant of King Herod ––––– attendant to King Herod 

⇒ The fever left him yesterday at the seventh hour. 

53.  – therefore the father knew it was in the very hour that Jesus said to him: 

‘Your son lives.’ 

and he – and his entire household – believed!   54.  Again this was the second sign which Jesus performed 

when he came out of Ju-de´a into Gal´i-lee. 

Heals Sick Man At Pool of Beth-za´tha 

5 
1.  After these things there was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 

2.  Now in Jerusalem at the sheep-gate there is a pool designated in Hebrew Beth-za´tha ["house of mercy" or 

"flowing water"] [aka Beth-esda], having five colonnades.   3.  In these was lying a multitude of the sick – blind, lame 

and those with withered members.   4.  – –70
   5.  But a certain man was there who had been in his sickness for 

thirty-eight years.   6.  Seeing this man lying down, and being aware that he had already been waiting a long 

time, Jesus said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– long-term ill man 

⇒ Do you want to become sound in health? 

7.  The sick man answered him: 

↩ Sir, I do not have a man to put me into the pool when the water is disturbed;  but while I am going 

into it, another steps down ahead of me. 

8.  Jesus said to him: 

↪ Get up, pick up your mattress and walk. 

9.  – with that the man immediately became sound in health, and he picked up his mattress and began to 

                                                     

 

 
68 Clearing out the traders from the Temple John 2:23 
69 John 4:48.  This is why these ones received him well , because of seeing the signs and miracles.  But his word – so richly received by the Sa -

mar´i -tans –  was of no interest to them 
70 Spurious “For an angel went down at a certain season into the pool,  and troubled the water :  whosoever then first after the t roubl ing of the 

water stepped in was made whole of whatsoever disease he had at that time.” ( the disturbance of the waters was actually caused by geological 

tremors ) 



 

Page 190 of  242 John  
 

walk – moreover it was a Sabbath on that day...   10.  Therefore the Jews began to say to the cured man: 

 fastidious Jews ––––– long-term ill man, now cured 

⇒ It is Sabbath, and it is not lawful for you to lift up the mattress. 

11.  but he answered them: 

↩ The very one that made me well said to me, 

‘Pick up your mattress and walk.’ 

12.  They asked him: 

↪ Who is the man that told you 

‘Pick it up and walk’ ? 

13.  – but the healed man did not know who it was, and indeed Jesus had turned aside, there being a crowd 

in the place. 

14.  After these things Jesus found him in the temple and said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– long-term ill man, now cured 

⇒ See, you have become sound in health.  Do not sin anymore, in order that something worse does not 

happen to you.71 

15.  – the man went away and told the Jews it was Jesus that made him sound in health.   16.  On this account 

the Jews went persecuting Jesus, because he was doing these things on a Sabbath,   17.  but he answered 

them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– fastidious Jews 

⇒ My Father has kept working until now, and I keep working.72 

18.  On this account the Jews began seeking – all the more – to kill him, because: 

 ––––– fastidious Jews 

↻ ‘...not only was he breaking the Sabbath but he was also calling God his own Father, making 

himself equal to God!’73 

19.  Therefore, in answer, Jesus went on to say to them: 

↪ Most truly I say to YOU:  The Son cannot do a single thing of his own initiative,74 but only what he 

beholds the Father doing.  For whatever things that One does, these things the Son also does in like 

manner.   20.  For the Father loves the Son and shows him all the things He Himself does, and He will 

show him works greater than these, in order that YOU may marvel ... 

21.  Just as the Father raises up the dead and makes them alive, so the Son also makes those alive 

whom he wants to –   22.  for the Father judges no one at all, but He has committed all the judging to 

the Son75
   23.  in order that all may honour the Son just as they honour the Father – he that does not 

honour the Son does not honour the Father Who sent him. 

4.  Most truly I tell YOU that he who hears my word and believes Him that sent me has everlasting life, 

and he does not come into judgement but has passed over from death to life.   25.  Most truly I tell YOU 

that the hour is coming – and it is now!  – when the dead [spiritually and emotionally]76 will hear the voice 

of the Son of God, and those giving heed will live –   26.  for just as the Father has life in Himself, so He 

                                                     

 

 
71 Possibly the man fel l or was beaten while performing some misdemeanour  
72 This is a serious point of contention:  In the days of Moses, a man who worked on the Sabbath was to be stoned to death, yet here was a 

prophet – clearly exhibiting God’s power – who was justi fying his cures on the Sabbath.  A spiritually minded Pharisee would consider what lay 

behind this momentous turn of affairs:  that he was, indeed, the Mes -si´ah – but they were too concerned about the ir own rulership to discuss i t 

in any spir itual way among themselves and move toward the right conclusion  
73 This is correctly attr ibuted to the Phar isees as a quote from them, because the following verses show that Jesus did n ot  presume to be God.  

For comparison, see the meaning regarding the mourners of Ja´ i -rus’ daughter at Luke 8:53 ;  Philippians 2:5-7;  Leviticus 22:2  
74 See prophetic example of the Son of Man – E-ze´ki -el –“speak MY words” – Ezekiel 2:7-8 
75 Revelation 20:11-12;   Exodus 32:11-14,19-21 
76 Dead in spirit and dead in hope.  The actual dead are mentioned in v 28  
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has granted also to the Son to have life in himself,   27.  and He has given him authority to execute 

judgement, because he is Son of man.77 

28.  Do not marvel at this,78 because the hour is coming in which all those in the memorial tombs [the 

physically dead] will hear his voice   29.  and will come forth – those who have practiced good things to a 

resurrection of life, those who did evil things to a resurrection of judgement. 

30.  ...  I am not able to do a single thing of my own initiative;  just as I hear, I judge – and the judgement 

that I render is righteous, because I do not seek my own will, but the will of Him that sent me. 

⇒ 31.  If I alone bear witness about myself, my witness is not true.    32.  There is another [John the Baptist] who 

bears witness about me, and I know that the witness which he bears about me is true: 

33.  YOU have dispatched men to John and he has borne witness to the truth,79
   34.  however I do not 

accept the witness from man, but I say these things so that YOU may be saved.   35.  That man was a 

burning and shining lamp,80 and for a short time YOU were willing to rejoice in his light.   36.  ...but I have 

the witness greater than that of John, for the very works that my Father assigned me to accomplish – 

those same works that I am doing – bear witness about me that the Father dispatched me. 

37.  Also, the Father Who sent me has Himself81 borne witness about me.  YOU have neither heard His 

voice at any time nor seen His figure,   38.  and YOU do not have His word abiding in YOU, because YOU do 

not believe the very one whom He dispatched. 

⇒ 39.  YOU are searching the Scriptures, because YOU think to have everlasting life82  by them – and 

these are the very ones that bear witness about me!   40.  yet YOU are unwilling to come to me that YOU 

may have life.   41.  I do not accept glory from men,   42.  but I well know that YOU do not have the love of 

God in YOU.   43.  I have come in the Name of my Father, but YOU do not receive me;  if someone else 

arrived in his own name, YOU would receive that one!    44.  How can YOU believe!  accepting glory from 

one another, yet YOU do not seek the glory that is from the only God?83 

45.  Do not think that I will accuse YOU to the Father;  there is one that accuses YOU:  Moses  – in 

whom YOU have put YOUR hope.   46.  In fact, if YOU believed Moses YOU would believe me, for that one 

wrote about me.   47.  But if YOU do not believe that one’s writings, how will YOU believe my speech? 

Feeding the 5,00084 

6 
1.  After these things Jesus departed [by a route] over the sea of Gal´i-lee ( or Ti-be´ri-as ["from the Tiber (as river-god)"] )   

2.  but a great crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs he had performed upon those who 

were ill.   3.  So Jesus went up into a mountain, and there he was sitting with his disciples... 

4.  Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was very near.   5.  Then Jesus – having raised his eyes and 

observed that a great crowd was coming to him – said to Philip:  

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostle Philip 

⇒ Where might we buy loaves for these to eat? 

6.  – however, he was saying this to tempt him [into participation], for he himself knew what he was about to 

do.   7.  Philip answered him: 

↩ Two hundred de-nar´i-i worth of loaves is not enough for them, so that each one may get a little. 

                                                     

 

 
77 See Ezekiel 22:2 
78 I f you believe in the resurrection of the dead, you will believe in the repentance of the emotionally dead  
79 The Torah, the Law of God Psalm 119:142 ;  Micah 7:18-20 ;  Romans 15:8 Truth of God in His promise.  See also Psalm 60:4-5 concerning fleeing 

from whatever is sel f -seeking to the detriment of God, and Revelation 18:4 
80 Isaiah 62:1 
81 God spoke at Jesus’ baptism, but has borne witness in the scriptures –  which those men have read many times, notably the words of Moses 

John 5:45 in the Law and the Psalms 
82 I t would appear that looking through the Torah they noticed misdemeanours which br ought death to individuals – pr ide over a source of water 

to Moses, cal f worship to Aaron, ambition to Mir´i -am – and seek to avoid such sins in order to have an undisturbed length of days  
83 These cr itics wil l li sten to any prominent man – because he is a prominent man – but not to truth from the scriptures 
84 ( Matthew 14:14 ;  Mark 6:30 ;  Luke 9:10  ) ( ( Matthew 15:29-38 ;  Mark 8:1-9 ) ) 
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8.  One of his disciples – Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter – said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostle Andrew 

↩ 9.  Here is a little boy85 that has five barley loaves and two small fish, but what are these among so 

many? 

10.  Jesus said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles Philip and Andrew 

↪ HAVE the men recline as at meal. 

Now there was a lot of grass in the place, so the men reclined – about five thousand in number.   11.  So 

Jesus took the loaves, and after giving thanks he distributed them86 to those reclining, likewise also the fish 

– as much they wanted.   12.  And when they were filled he said to his disciples: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples 

⇒ Gather together the fragments that remain over, so that nothing is wasted. 

13.  Therefore they gathered them together, and they filled twelve baskets with fragments from the five 

barley loaves, which were left over by those who had eaten.87 

14.  Hence when the men saw the sign he had performed, they began to say: 

 ––––– disciples and crowd 

↻ This is certainly “The Prophet”88 that was to come into the world. 

15.  Therefore Jesus – knowing they were about to come and seize him to make him king – withdrew again 

into the mountain all alone. 

Jesus Walks on Water 
16.  When it became evening, his disciples went down to the sea,   17.  and having boarded a boat they were 

going across the sea to Ca-per´na-um – and it was already dark and Jesus had not yet come to them,   18.  and 

not only was a strong wind blowing but the sea began to be stirred up.   19.  However, when they had rowed 

about three or four miles, they beheld Jesus walking upon the sea89 and coming near to the boat, and they 

became fearful.   20.  But he said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles 

⇒ It is I;  HAVE no fear! 

21.  – therefore they were willing to take him into the boat, and directly the boat arrived at the land which 

they had been going to. 

22.  ...The next day the crowd that was standing on the other side of the sea noticed that there had been no 

boat there except one, and that Jesus had not entered into the boat with his disciples but that only his 

disciples had left,   23.  but that other boats had arrived from Ti-be´ri-as near the place where they ate the 

bread after the Lord had given thanks.90
   24.  And when the crowd saw that neither Jesus was there nor his 

disciples, they themselves boarded the boats91 and came to Ca-per´na-um to look for Jesus. 

25.  So when they found him across the sea they said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– crowd from among the 5,000 

⇐ Rabbi, when did you get here? 

                                                     

 

 
85 This would be a donation to Jesus and his close disciples from the parents of th is young boy  
86 Breaking food for those who revere God Psalm 111:5 .  Only the close disciples would see the miracle –  the crowd were as invited to a meal, 

expected food – and this way the people were fed quietly without commotion, as was Jesus’ intention... however the ones who donated the food 

to Jesus would eventually exclaim what had happened, and inadvertent ly cause the ministry to be undermined John 6:26 
87 See 2nd Kings 4:42-44;   Exodus 16:23 
88 See John 1:21 
89 Job 9:8 
90 Luke 9:10 records this as happening at the far north of the sea -shore, at Beth-sa´i -da. 
91 These were not their boats!  but were so driven by the thought of a free meal that they took the boats and sailed toward wher e Jesus might 

be 
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26.  Jesus answered them and said: 

↪ Most truly I tell YOU:  YOU are not looking for me because YOU saw signs, but because YOU ate from 

the loaves and were filled.92
   27.  Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that persists for 

everlasting life – which the Son of man will give to YOU;  for the Father, even God, has put His seal 

upon it. 

28.  Therefore they said to him: 

↩ What should we do to do the works of God? 

29.  In answer Jesus said to them: 

↪ This is the work of God:  that YOU exercise faith in him whom that One sent forth. 

Jesus – Bread of Life 
30.  Therefore they said to him: 

↩ What, then, are you performing as a sign, in order that we might see it and believe you?  What work 

are you doing?   31.  Our forefathers ate the manna in the wilderness, just as it is written:93
 

“He gave them bread from heaven to eat” 

 Psalm 78:24 
A´saph 

32.  Hence Jesus said to them: 

Most truly I say to YOU:  Moses94 did not give YOU the bread from heaven, but my Father does give YOU 

the true bread from heaven,   33.  for the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven and gives life 

to the world.  

34.  Therefore they said to him: 

↩ Lord, always give us this bread. 

35.  Jesus said to them: 

↪ I am the bread of life.  He that comes to me will never get hungry, and he that exercises faith in me 

will never get thirsty at any time.    36.  But I have said that to YOU, and YOU have seen me and yet do 

not believe. 

37.  Everything the Father gives me will come to me, and I will by no means drive away the one that comes 

to me   38.  becauseI have come down from heaven95  to do not my will, but the will of Him that sent me.   39.  

This is the will of Him that sent me:  that I should lose nothing out of all that He has given me but that I 

should resurrect it at the last day.   40.  For this is the will of my Father:  that everyone that beholds the Son 

and exercises faith in him should have everlasting life, and I will resurrect him at the last day. 

41.  Therefore the Jews began to murmur about him because he said: 

‘I am the bread that came down from heaven’    

42.  and they began saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– denigrating Jews 

↻ Is this not Jesus the son of Joseph,96 whose father and mother we know?!  So how is it that now he 

says: 

‘I have come down from heaven’ ? 

43.  In answer Jesus said to them: 

                                                     

 

 
92 2nd Thessalonians 3:6-12 
93 Clever reasoning,  but manipulative – not respecing Jesus’ ministry but refer ing to scripture to induce another meal  
94 His reference to Moses points to his audience – wasters intent on undermining him before others 
95 Ful filment of Isaiah’s plea to God Isaiah 64:1 
96 Matthew 13:54-55;   Mark 6:2-3 ;  John 6:42 ;  1s t Samuel 10:11-12 



 

Page 194 of  242 John  
 

↪ YOU should not murmur with one another.    44.  No man can come to me unless the Father, Who sent 

me, draws him  and I will resurrect him in the last day.   45.  It is written in the Prophets: 

“And they will all be taught by Jehovah” 

 Isaiah 54:13 
Almighty God ––––––– Jerusalem 

– everyone that has heard from the Father and has learned comes to me.   46.  Not that any man has seen 

the Father, except he who is from God – this one has seen the Father.   47.  Most truly I say to YOU:  he 

that believes has everlasting life. 

48.  I am the bread of life.   49.  YOUR forefathers ate the manna in the wilderness, but died.   50.  This is the 

bread that comes down from heaven, so that anyone may eat of it and not die:   51.  I am the living bread 

that came down from heaven;  if anyone eats of this bread he will live forever;  and moreover the bread 

that I shall give is my flesh in behalf of the life of the world. 

52.  Therefore the Jews began disputing with one another, saying: 

 ––––– denigrating Jews 

↻ ‘How can this man give us his flesh to eat?’ 

53.  Accordingly Jesus said to them: 

↪ Most truly I say to YOU:  unless YOU eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, YOU will 

have no life in yourselves.97
   54.  He that feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has everlasting life, and I 

shall resurrect him at the last day,    55.  for my flesh is the true food,98 and my blood is the true drink.    56.  

He that feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood remains in union with me, and I in union with him.    57.  

Just as the living Father sent me forth and I live because of the Father, he also that feeds on me will 

live because of me. 

58.  This is the bread that came down from heaven.  It is not as when YOUR forefathers ate and yet 

died;  he that feeds on this bread will live forever. 

59.  – he said these things as he was teaching in public assembly at Ca-per´na-um.   60.  Therefore many of his 

disciples, when they heard this, said: 

 ––––– many disciples 

↻ ‘This speech is intolerable;  who can listen to it?!’ 

61.  But Jesus – knowing in himself that his disciples were murmuring about this – said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples, including those leaving 

↪ Does this stumble YOU?   62.  What therefore, if YOU should behold the Son of man ascending to where 

he was before?   63.  It is the spirit that is life-giving;  the flesh is of no benefit at all.  The words that I 

have spoken to YOU are spirit and are life.    64.  But there are some of YOU that do not believe. 

– for from [the] beginning Jesus knew who were the ones not believing and who was the one that would 

betray him.   65.  So he went on to say: 

This is why I have said to YOU: 

‘No one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father.’ 

66.  ...so from that time, many of his disciples went off to the things left behind and no longer walked with 

him.   67.  Therefore Jesus said to the twelve: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles 

⇒ Do YOU not want to go away also? 

                                                     

 

 
97 ( Proverbs 9:5 ) Passover celebrants would eat the slaughtered lamb Deuteronomy 18:1-2 as the shadow of th is reali ty.  Jesus’ words are in 

reference to the coccus i licis worm, which dies clinging to a tree, and its young eat its flesh and drink its blood Psalm 22:6;  [ Matthew 26:26;  

Mark 14:22;   Luke 22:19;  1 s t Corinthians 11:23-24 ] See John 6:48-60 and Hebrews 2:14 
98 Numbers 11:13-14 
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68.  Simon Peter answered him: 

↩ Lord, whom shall we go away to?  You have sayings of everlasting life;    69.  and we have believed and 

have come to know that you are the Holy One of God. 

70.  Jesus answered them: 

↪ I chose YOU twelve, did I not?  Yet one of YOU is a slanderer. 

71.  He was, in fact, speaking of Judas [the son] of Simon Is-car´i-ot;  for indeed he – one of the twelve – was 

going to betray him.99 

7 
1.  Now after these things Jesus was walking about in Gal´i-lee, for he did not want to walk about in Ju-de´a 

because the Jews were seeking to kill him.   2.  However, the festival of the Jews – the Festival of Booths100 – 

was near.   3.  Therefore his [fleshly] brothers [who were on their way there] said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– his fleshly half-brothers, mockingly 

⇐ Pass on over from here and go into Ju-de´a, in order that your disciples also may see the works which 

you are doing.   4.  For nobody does anything in secret while seeking to be known publicly.  If you do these 

things, show yourself to the world! 

5.  ...  his brothers did not even believe [have confidence] in him...   6.  Therefore Jesus said to them: 

↪ My due time is not yet present, but YOUR due time is always at hand.101
   7.  The world has no reason to 

hate YOU, but it hates me, because I bear witness concerning it that its works are wicked.    8.  YOU go 

up to the festival;  I am not yet going up to this festival, because my due time has not yet fully come. 

9.  – so having said these things to them, he remained in Gal´i-lee.   10.  However when his brothers had 

departed for the festival, then he himself also went up – not openly, but as in secret.   11.  Therefore the Jews 

began looking for him at the festival and saying: 

 Jews seeking Jesus ––––– 

⇒ Where is that [man]? 

12.  and there was a lot of subdued talk about him among the crowds;  some would say: 

‘He is good.’ 

others would say: 

‘No!  but rather, he misleads the crowd.’ 

13.  – however no one would speak about him publicly because of the fear of the Jews [belligerent traditionalists].102 

14.  When it was the middle of the festival, Jesus went up into the temple and began teaching.   15.  Therefore 

the Jews fell to wondering, saying: 

 ––––– learned, belligerent, and curious or sceptical Jews, wondering at Jesus’ powers of teaching 

↻ How does this man know the [sacred] writings, when he has not studied [at the schools]? 

16.  In turn Jesus answered them and said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– learned, belligerent Jews 

↪ My teaching is not mine, but belongs to Him that sent me.    17.  If anyone desires to do His will, he will 

know concerning the teaching whether it is from God or I speak of my own originality.    18.  He that 

speaks of his own originality is seeking his own glory,103 but he that seeks the glory of Him that sent 

                                                     

 

 
99 Proverbs 28:21 
100 Leviticus 23:34 
101 He had a “due time” to die (see Psalm 39:4;  Job 14:4;   Job 34:23;  John 2:4) – this is why Jesus could not live forever as a human king  
102 Though born a Jew himsel f, this is an instance where John  shows that he is writing about distant history – that those in 95CE who were sti ll 

called Jews were intransigent traditionalists – and so wherever he writes Jew in his text he means an intransigent traditionalist  
103 Exodus 7:2.  Also the warning to E-ze´ki -el  to speak only what God says. Ezekiel 2:6-7 & 3:14 
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him, this one is true, and there is no unrighteousness in him. 

19.  Moses gave YOU the Law, did he not?  but not one of YOU obeys the Law!  Why are YOU seeking to 

kill me? 

20.  The crowd answered: 

↩ You have a demon.  Who is seeking to kill you? 

21.  In answer Jesus said to them: 

↪ I performed one deed104and YOU are all wondering:    22.  this is the [very] reason105 Moses has given YOU 

the circumcision – not that it comes from Moses, but from the forefathers – and YOU circumcise a 

man on a Sabbath!   23.  If a man receives circumcision on a Sabbath in order that the law of Moses may 

not be broken, are YOU violently angry at me because I made a man completely sound in health on a 

Sabbath?   24.  Stop judging from the outward appearance, but judge with righteous judgement. 

25.  Therefore some of the inhabitants of Jerusalem began to say: 

 puzzled Jews ––––– learned, belligerent Jews 

↻ This is the man they are seeking to kill, is it not?    26.  and yet see!  he is speaking in public, and 

they say nothing to him.  The rulers have not come to know for sure that this is the Christ, have 

they? 

↩ 27.  On the contrary, we know where this man is from, yet when the Christ comes no one is to 

know where he is from. 

28.  Therefore Jesus cried out as he was teaching in the temple and said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– learned, belligerent Jews 

⇒ YOU both know me and know where I am from.  Also, I have not come of my own initiative, but He 

that sent me – Whom YOU do not know – is real.   29.  I know Him, because I am a representative from 

Him, and He sent me forth. 

30.  – hence they began seeking to get hold of him, but no one laid a hand upon him, because his hour had 

not yet come.   31.  Moreover, many of the crowd believed in him and they commenced saying: 

 ––––– impressed Jews 

↻ ‘When the Christ arrives, he will not perform more signs than this man has done, will he?’ 

32.  The Pharisees heard the crowd murmuring these things about him, so the chief priests and the Pharisees 

dispatched officers to seize him.   33.  Therefore Jesus said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– learned, belligerent Jews 

⇒ I am with YOU a little while longer, then I will go to Him that sent me. 

34.  “YOU will look for me, but YOU will not find me” 

 Job 7:21 

Almighty God < ––––––– Job 

and where I am YOU cannot come. 

35.  Therefore the Jews said among themselves: 

 ––––– learned, belligerent Jews 

↻ Where does this man intend going, so that we shall not find him?  He does not intend to go to 

those dispersed among the Greeks and teach the Greeks, does he?    36.  What does this saying 

mean that he said: 

‘YOU will look for me, but YOU will not find me, and where I am YOU cannot come’ ? 

                                                     

 

 
104 Healed a sick man at the pool of Beth -za´tha John 5 
105 Seemingly  set up for the sake of the Mes-si´ah’s appearance. .. to prevent observance of the Sabbath from being pedantic Leviticus 12:3 
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37.  Now on the last day – the great day – of the festival, Jesus was standing up and he cried out, saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– 

⇒ If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink.106
   38.  He that believes in me, just as the Scripture 

has said: 

Streams of living water will flow from his inmost part107 

 Exodus 17:6;  (Jeremiah 17:13 (implied)) 
Almighty God ––––––– Jerusalem 

39.  – however he said this concerning the spirit108 which those who put faith in him were about to receive, 

for as yet there was no spirit because Jesus had not yet been glorified.   40.  Therefore some of the crowd 

that heard these words began saying: 

 impressed people ––––– 

↻ This is for a certainty “The Prophet”.109 

41.  others were saying: 

 other impressed people ––––– 

↻ This is the Christ. 

– but some were saying: 

 ––––– unsure people 

↩ The Christ is not actually coming out of Gal´i-lee, is he?   42.  Has not the scripture said that the 

Christ is coming from the offspring of David,110 and from Beth´le-hem111 the village where David 

used to be? 

43.  – therefore a division developed among the crowd because of him.   44.  Moreover some of them were 

wanting to seize him, but no one laid hands upon him...   45.  so the officers went back to the chief priests and 

Pharisees, and the latter said to them: 

 Pharisees and chief priests (San´he-drin members) ––––– officers of the temple 

⇒ Why did YOU not bring him in? 

46.  the officers replied: 

↩ No man has ever spoken like this [one]! 

47.  In turn the Pharisees answered: 

↪ YOU have not been misled also, have YOU?    48.  Not a single one of the rulers or of the Pharisees has 

put faith in him, has he?    49.  But this crowd that does not know the Law are accursed people! 

50.  Nic-o-de´mus, who had come to him previously112 and who was one of them, said to them: 

 others of the San´he-drin ––––– Nic-o-de´mus 

⇐ 51.  Our law does not judge a man unless first it has heard from him and come to know what he is 

doing, does it? 

52.  In answer they said to him: 

↪ You are not also out of Gal´i-lee, are you?  Search and see that a prophet is not to be raised up out of 

                                                     

 

 
106 Christ declares the rulers to be wicked - see Isaiah 32:1-6 & Isaiah 55:1 
107 This is a powerful statement, since Jehovah is recorded as the source of living w ater –  see Jeremiah 2:13 
108 “Spir it of Truth” John 14:17;  “The Helper , the Holy Spirit” John 14:26 ;  “Receive promised spirit in Jerusalem at Pentecost” Acts 1:4 
109 In reference to Moses’ words in Deuteronomy 18:18-19 about the Mes-si´ah,  and is the same “The Prophet” which John the Baptist denied 

being in John 1:21 
110 2nd Chronic les 13:5 ;  Jeremiah 23:5 
111 Micah 5:2 - they would take note of Jesus’ age,  recall  the slaughter of the innocents, and reason that Jesus could not have come from Bet h´le-

hem –  perhaps reason therefore that no sel f -proclaimed Mes-si´ah of h is age could possibly be genuine  
112 John 3 
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Gal´i-lee. 

* Most prominent manuscripts omit verses 53 to chapter 8, verse 11, which read: 

53.  So each one [at the festival] made their way to his home... 

Saves Harlot from Execution 

8 
1.  ...however Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.   2.  Moreover at daybreak he again presented himself in the temple, and all the people began 

coming to him, and he sat down and began to teach them.   3.  Now the scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in 

[the act of] adultery, and after standing her in their midst   4.  they said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Scribes and Pharisees 

⇐ Teacher, this woman has been caught in the very act, committing adultery.   5.  In the Law Moses prescribed such to be stoned – 

what do you say? 

6.  – of course they were saying this to put him to the test, in order to have something with which to accuse him.  But having bent down Jesus 

began to write with his finger on the ground.   7.  When they persisted in asking him, he straightened up and said to them: 

↪ The sinless one among you...  let him cast the first stone at her. 

8.  ...and bending over again he kept on writing in the ground.   9.  But having heard this they began going out one by one, starting with the older 

men, and he was left alone with the woman being in the midst.   10.  Lifting himself up, Jesus said to her: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– adulteress 

⇒ Woman, where are they?  Has no one condemned you [to death]? 

11.  she said: 

↩ No one, sir. 

Jesus said: 

↪ Neither do I condemn you.  You should go, and do not practice sin anymore. 

8 
12.  Therefore Jesus spoke again to them, saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Pharisees and chief priests (San´he-drin members) 

⇒ I am the light of the world.  He that follows me will by no means walk in darkness, but will possess 

the light of life.113 

13.  Hence the Pharisees said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Pharisees 

↩ You [only] bear witness about yourself!  your testimony is not true. 

14.  in answer Jesus said to them: 

↪ Even if I do bear witness about myself, my testimony is true because I know where I came from and 

where I am going, but YOU do not know where I come from and where I am going. 

15.  YOU judge according to the flesh...  I do not judge any man at all,   16.  and yet if I were to judge, my 

judgement would be truthful because I am not alone:  there is me and the One Who sent me.   17.  Also it is 

written in YOUR own Law: 

The witness of two men is true 

 Deuteronomy 19:15 
Moses ––––––– All Israel 

18.  – I am one that bears witness about myself, and the Father Who sent me bears witness about me.114 

                                                     

 

 
113 Leviticus 24:4;  Job 33:29-30 
114 Jesus “bore witness about himself” not only in their own accusation, but in that he acted as the Word a nd inspiration to the writers of the 

Hebrew scr iptures.  Jehovah bore witness about Jesus at his baptism in the r iver Jordan  
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19.  Therefore they said to him: 

↩ Where is your Father? 

Jesus answered: 

↪ YOU know neither me nor my Father.  If YOU had known me, YOU would have known my Father also. 

20.  – he spoke these things in the treasury while he was teaching in the temple, but no one laid hold of him 

because his hour had not yet come.   21.  Hence he said to them again: 

⇒ I am going away, and YOU will look for me, but YOU will die in YOUR sin.  Where I am going YOU 

cannot come. 

22.  Therefore the Jews began to say: 

 ––––– Pharisees and other Jews 

↻ He will not kill himself, will he? 

because he was saying: 

‘Where I am going YOU cannot come.’ 

23.  So he went on to say to them: 

↪ YOU are from the realms below;  I am from the realms above.  YOU are from this world;  I am not 

from this world.   24.  Therefore I said to YOU: 

‘YOU will die in YOUR sins’ 

for if YOU will not believe115 that I am [he], YOU will die in YOUR sins. 

25.  Therefore they said to him: 

↩ Who are you?? 

Jesus said to them: 

↪ The same [one] as I said at the start.   26.  I have many things to speak concerning YOU, and to pass 

judgement upon, and the One Who sent me is true, and I am speaking in the world the things I have 

heard from Him. 

27.  – they did not grasp that he was speaking to them about the Father.   28.  Therefore Jesus said: 

When YOU have lifted up the Son of man, then YOU will know that I am116 [as I said to you], and that I do 

nothing of my own initiative;  but I speak these things just as the Father taught me.   29.  And He that sent 

me is with me;  and He has not left me alone, because I always do the things pleasing to Him. 

30.  As he was speaking these things, many put faith in him.   31.  And so Jesus went on to say to those 

Jews that had believed him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– newly-believing Jews 

⇒ ‘If YOU remain in my word, YOU are really my disciples,    32.  and YOU will know the truth, and the 

truth will set YOU free.’117 

33.  ...but they [the Pharisees] responded: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Pharisees 

↩ We are Abraham’s offspring!  and we have been slaves to nobody!  How is it you say: 

                                                     

 

 
115 These men had seen him, so their lack of bel ief was deliberate.   There is no equivalent for today’s world which has not seen him – even the 

phrase “give credence” is inappropriate, as few today could commit the sin which those Pharisees were committing  
116 “the light of the world” ( John 8:12 ), or “from the realms above” ( John 8:23  ), or “speaking the things I heard from the Father”( John 8:26  ) 
117 “The Truth” which Jesus bore witness of is the Torah,  the Law of God Psalm 119:142 ;  Daniel 9:13  – which,  by ful filling it , he removed… and 

so set the people from from it.   He was the Law incarnate, and when  he was kil led the Law died with him. ( John 19:29 ) Micah 7:18-20.   Once 

discarded, the underlying truth – that rel iance on faith in the hope, as Abraham did – will set them free from slavery to self-salvation through 

righteousness to the Law – see Romans 15:8.  See also Psalm 60:4-5 concerning fleeing from whatever is sel f -seeking to the detriment of God, 

and Revelation 18:4 
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‘YOU will become free’   ? 

34.  Jesus answered them: 

↪ Most truly I say to YOU:  Everyone practicing sin is a slave of sin.    35.  Moreover, the slave does not 

remain in the household forever, [but] the son remains forever;   36.  therefore if the Son sets YOU free, 

YOU will be actually free.118
   37.  I know YOU are Abraham’s offspring, but YOU are seeking to kill me 

because my word makes no progress among YOU.    38.  I speak the things I have seen with my Father, 

and YOU therefore carry out the things YOU have heard from [YOUR] father. 

39.  in answer they said to him: 

↩ Our father is Abraham. 

Jesus said to them: 

↪ If YOU were Abraham’s children [in his spirit], YOU would do the works of Abraham,    40.  but now YOU are 

seeking to kill me – a man that has told YOU the truth that I heard from God!  Abraham did not do 

this.119
   41.  YOU are doing the works of YOUR father. 

They said to him: 

↩ We were not born from fornication;  we have one Father – God. 

42.  Jesus said to them: 

↪ If God were YOUR Father, YOU would love me, because I came forth from God and am here.  Neither 

have I come of my own initiative at all, but He sent me. 

43.  Why do YOU not understand what I am saying?  ...because YOU cannot120 listen to my word [speech]!   44.  

YOU are from YOUR father the Devil,121 and YOU wish to do the desires of YOUR father.  That one was 

a manslayer when he began, and he did not stand fast in the truth,122 because truth is not in him.  When 

he speaks the lie, he speaks according to his own disposition, because he is a liar and the father of it [the 

lie].   45.  Because I, on the other hand, speak the truth, YOU do not believe me.   46.  Who of YOU convicts me 

of sin?  – [yet] if I speak truth, why do YOU not believe me?   47.  He that is from God listens to the sayings 

of God;  this is why YOU do not listen:  because YOU are not from God. 

48.  In answer the Jews said to him: 

↩ Do we not say correctly that you are a Sa-mar´i-tan123 and have a demon? 

49.  Jesus answered: 

↪ I do not have a demon, but I honour my Father, and YOU dishonour me.124
   50.  But I am not seeking 

glory for myself;  there is One that is seeking [it for Jesus] – and judging.   51.  Most truly I say to YOU:  If 

anyone carefully observes my word, he will never see death at all. 

52.  The Jews said to him: 

↩ Now we do know you have a demon.  Abraham died, also the prophets;  but you say, 

‘If anyone observes my word, he will never taste death at all.’ 

53.  You are not greater than our father Abraham – who died – are you?125  and the prophets died.  Who 

do you claim to be? 

54.  Jesus answered: 

                                                     

 

 
118 Hebrews 3:3-6 
119 Abraham practices the faith in the promise, the hope – see Romans 15:8 
120 This reveals something about the adversary, that he simply cannot l isten to God due to his character  
121 Matthew 12:34 ;  Genesis 3:1-5 
122 Not content to rest on God’s promise,  but sought reward by his own efforts –  like those seeking r ighteousness by Law –  see John 5:39 ;  Romans 

15:8 
123 Perhaps because of h is popularity at Sy´char John 4  or his il lustration of the good Sa -mar´i -tan Luke 10:30 
124 Parable of the Vineyard Owner Mark 12:6-8 See also the unforgiveable sin ( Matthew 12:30-32;  Mark 3:22-30;  Luke 12:10  ) 
125 Compare with the Sa-mar´i -tan woman at John 4:12 who – though distant from true worship – had the heart to pursue God 

file:///C:/Bible/JO_8_23


 

 

 John Page 201 of 242 
 

↪ If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing – my Father glorifies me, He Whom YOU say is YOUR God.    55.  Yet 

YOU have not known Him, but I do know Him, and if I said I do not know Him I should be like YOU – 

a liar.  But I do know Him and observe His word.   56.  Abraham YOUR father rejoiced greatly in the 

prospect of seeing my day – and he saw it, and rejoiced! 

57.  Therefore the Jews said to him: 

↩ You are not yet fifty years old, and yet you have seen Abraham? 

58.  Jesus said to them: 

↪ Most truly I say to YOU:  I existed before Abraham came into being.126 

59.  – therefore they picked up stones to hurl [them] at him;  but Jesus hid himself and went out of the 

temple. 

9 
1.  Now as he was passing along he saw a man blind from birth.127

   2.  And his disciples asked him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples 

⇐ Rabbi, who sinned?  this man or his parents, so that he was born blind?128  

Healing a Man Born Blind 
3.  Jesus answered: 

↪ Neither this man sinned nor his parents, but it was in order that the works of God might be made 

manifest in his case.   4.  We must work the works of Him that sent me while it is day;  the night is 

coming when no man can work.    5.  While I am in the world, I am the light of the world. 

6.  After he said these things, he spat on the ground and made a clay with the saliva, and laid the clay upon 

his eyes   7.  and said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– man blind from birth 

⇒ Go wash in the pool of Si-lo´am129 (which is translated ‘Sent apart’) 

and so he went off and washed...  and came back seeing!   8.  Therefore the neighbours and those who had 

formerly seen that he was a beggar began to say: 

 ––––– neighbours of formerly blind man 

↻ Is this not the man who was sitting and begging? 

9.  Some would say: 

↪ This is he. 

– others would say: 

↩ Not at all!  But he is like him. 

– [but] the man kept on saying: 

 man cured, blind from birth ––––– neighbours 

≺ I am he! 

10.  Consequently they began to say to him: 

↩ How, then, were your eyes opened? 

11.  he replied: 

                                                     

 

 
126 This would identi fy him as the Mes-si´ah.  See “Wisdom personi fied” Proverbs 8:23 
127 John states speci fically “blind f r om  b ir t h ” – that is,  i t was indisputable and physical ly evident that he had been born blind 
128 Disabili ty was seem as a sign of sin –  either in the one born disabled, or in their parents.  See John 9:34 
129 S i-lo´am is fed by waters from En -Ro´gel –  on the border between Judah and Benjamin – whose name means “fount of the travel ler”  
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↪ The man called Jesus made a clay and smeared [it] on my eyes and said to me, 

‘Go to Si-lo´am and wash.’ 

so having gone and washed, I gained sight! 

12.  So they said to him: 

↩ Where is he? 

he said: 

↪ I do not know... 

13.  They led the once-blind man himself to the Pharisees   14.  ( incidentally, it was Sabbath on the day that Jesus made the 

clay and opened his eyes. )   15.  This time therefore, the Pharisees also took up asking him how he gained sight.  He 

said to them: 

 man cured, blind from birth ––––– Pharisees 

⇒ He put a clay upon my eyes, and I washed and I can see! 

16.  Therefore some of the Pharisees began to say: 

 ––––––– some Pharisees 

≻ ‘This is not a man from God, because he does not observe the Sabbath!’ 

others began to say: 

↪ ‘How could a sinful man perform signs of that sort?’ 

– so there was a division among them.   17.  Hence they asked the blind man again: 

↩ What do you say about him, for he opened your eyes?130 

the [man] said: 

↪ He is a prophet! 

18.  However the Jews did not believe that about him – that he had been blind and had gained sight – until 

they called the parents of the man that gained sight.   19.  And they asked them: 

 parents of now cured man ––––– Pharisees 

⇐ Is this YOUR son who YOU say was born blind?  How it is that he sees now? 

20.  Then in answer his parents said: 

↪ We know that this is our son and that he was born blind,    21.  but how he sees now we do not 

know, or who opened his eyes we do not know.  ASK him!  he is of age, he must speak for 

himself. 

22.  – his parents said these things because they were in fear of the Jews, for the Jews had already 

come to an agreement that if anyone confessed him as Christ, he should be expelled from the 

synagogue.   23.  This is why his parents said: 

‘He is of age, QUESTION him.’ 

24.  Therefore for a second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him: 

⇐ Give glory to God!131  We know that this man is a sinner! 

25.  in turn he answered: 

↪ Whether he is a sinner I do not know.  One thing I do know, that whereas I was blind, now I can see. 

                                                     

 

 
130 Jesus is not there for them to accuse directly,  but this vulnerable man –  despised and seen as of no consequence is there, and so they attempt 

to malign Jesus by maligning the report of this man 
131 Claiming that the man is not glori fying God – as the commandment says for all healing – but is glori fying Jesus 
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26.  Therefore they said to him: 

↩ What did he do to you?  How did he open your eyes? 

27.  he answered them: 

↪ I told YOU already, and yet YOU did not listen!  Why do YOU want to hear it again?  YOU do not 

want to become his disciples also, do YOU? 

28.  At this they reproached him and said: 

↩ You are a disciple of that [man], but we are disciples of Moses!   29.  We know that God has spoken to 

Moses;  but we do not know where this man is from. 

30.  in answer the man said to them: 

↪ This certainly is amazing – that YOU do not know where he is from, and yet he opened my eyes!    31.  We 

know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is God-fearing and does His will, He listens to 

him.   32.  From of old it has never been heard that anyone opened the eyes of one born blind.    33.  If this 

[man] were not from God, he could do nothing at all. 

34.  In answer they said to him: 

↩ You were born entirely in sins  and yet are you teaching us?! 

– and they threw him out!   35.  Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and on finding him he said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– man cured, blind from birth 

⇒ Do you believe in the Son of man? 

36.  he answered and said: 

↩ And who is he, Lord, that I may put faith in him? 

37.  Jesus said to him: 

↪ You have seen him!  – and besides, he is the one speaking with you. 

38.  then he said: 

↩ I do believe Lord! 

and he bowed to him.   39.  And Jesus said: 

↪ I came into this world for this sifting:132 that those not seeing might see, and those seeing might 

become blind. 133 

40.  Those of the Pharisees who were with him heard these things, and they said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Pharisees nearby, hearing the conversation 

⇐ We are not blind as well, are we? 

41.  Jesus said to them: 

↪ If YOU were blind, YOU would have no sin.134  But now YOU say: 

‘We can see!’ 

YOUR sin remains. 

Door, Shepherd and the Sheepfold 

10 
An analogy of the Temple. 

                                                     

 

 
132 Di fficult to translate smoothly.  Jesus came to be a catalyst to the decision of others  
133 As befell at the exodus –  the nations saw God’s power, but the people rebelled Numbers 16:13-15 
134 See John 9:2 



 

Page 204 of  242 John  
 

The sheep-pen is the Holy of Holies, with Christ the entranceway to it – through which 

his favoured sheep enter into Heaven.  Meanwhile the sheepfold is the temple – into 
which all sheep – heaven-bound or not – enter through the front doorway.  This 

illustration describes how Jesus will lead some worshippers to the very heart of God’s 

presence. 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Jews nearby who observed the conversations with the cured blind man 

⇒ 1.  Most truly I say to YOU:  whichever man does not enter into the sheepfold through the door but 

climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a plunderer,   2.  but he who does enter through the door is 

shepherd of the sheep.   3.  The doorkeeper [of the sheepfold] opens to this one, and the sheep listen to his 

voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.    4.  When he has got all his own out,135 

he goes before them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice.    5.  They will by no means 

follow a stranger but will flee from him, because they do not recognise the voice of strangers. 

6.  Jesus spoke this allegory to them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 

7.  Therefore Jesus said again: 

⇒ Most truly I say to YOU:  I am the sheep door.136
   8.  All those that have come before me are thieves and 

plunderers;  but the sheep have not listened to them.    9.  I am the door;137 whoever [sheep] enters through 

me will be saved, and he will go in and out and find pasturage.    10.  The thief does not come except that 

he might steal and slay and destroy [but] I have come that they might have life and might have it in 

abundance. 

⇒ 11.  I am the fine shepherd;138 the fine shepherd surrenders his [own] soul in behalf of [all] the sheep [the 

entire Jewish nation].   12.  The hired man – who is no shepherd and to whom the sheep do not belong as his 

own – sees the wolf coming139 and abandons the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and 

scatters them,   13.  because he is a hired man and is not concerned for the sheep.    14.  I am the fine 

shepherd, and I know my own sheep and my own sheep know me    15.  just as the Father knows me and I 

know the Father;  and I surrender my soul in behalf of the sheep. 

16.  ...and I have other sheep [Gentiles], which are not of this fold;  I must bring those also, and they will 

listen to my voice, and they will become one flock with one shepherd.140
   17.  This is why the Father loves 

me, because I surrender my soul, in order that I may receive it again.   18.  No man has taken it away from 

me, but I surrender it of my own initiative.  I have authority to surrender it, and I have authority to 

receive it again!  I received this permission from my Father. 

19.  Again a division resulted among the Jews because of these words.   20.  Many of them were saying: 

 sceptical Jews ––––– perceptive and reasoning Jews 

⇒ He has a demon and is mad!  Why do YOU listen to him? 

21.  others would say: 

↩ These are not the sayings of a demonised man.  A demon cannot open blind people’s eyes, can 

it? 

22.  Now at that time the festival of dedication141 took place in Jerusalem – it was wintertime –   23.  and Jesus 

was walking in the temple in the colonnade of Sol´o-mon.   24.  Therefore the Jews encircled him and began 

to say to him: 

                                                     

 

 
135 These are special  ones to the Christ –  but there are others who are sheep nevertheless 
136 There are two doors mentioned here  1) to the sheepfold, through which the shepherd enters, and once in there 2) the door through which 

the sheep alone go into a pen, and that door is Jesus Christ – which pen is best thought of as the Most Holy, with Christ as the doorway,  which 

is only accessible by coming through the main d oorway into the Temple.   Whereas the Christ enters and leaves the sheepfold ( Temple ) through 

the first door, the sheep enter the pen ( whatever God has in store, the Holy of Holies ) through the second door, by passing  through Christ’s 

position.  This is how Jesus is the Way 
137 Christ the doorway.  Compare John 14:6 
138 Jesus is still speaking to the scribes and Pharisees,  so those who go through “the door”  – h im – are his messengers, and the sheep will trust 

them – but they wil l not trust the scribes and Pharisees because they do not go through Jesus.   Ful filment of Song of Songs 5:16 
139 “Hired men” are the apostles who flee at Jesus’  arrest.  The wolf is the temple people who arrest h im, also the Romans at the  fa ll of Jerusalem 

and the orphaning of Jewish communities worldwide  
140 Genesis 48:5-6 See Ezekiel 37:16-28 
141 An 8-day feast celebrated beginning on the 25 th  of Chis´lev ( middle December ),  instituted by Judas Maccabaeus to commemorate the cleansing 

of the temple from the pol lution of Antiochus Epiphanes  
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 Jesus Christ ––––– belligerent Jews 

⇐ Until when will you keep our souls in suspense?  If you are the Christ, tell us outspokenly! 

25.  Jesus answered them: 

↪ I ‘told’ YOU,142 and yet YOU do not believe – the works that I do in the Name of my Father bear 

witness about me,   26.  but YOU do not believe because YOU are not of my sheep.    27.  My sheep listen to 

my voice [signs, miracles, teachings], and I know them and they follow me,   28.  and I give them everlasting life 

and they will by no means ever be destroyed, and no one will ever snatch them out of my hand.    29.  

What my Father has given me is something greater than all other things,143 and no one can snatch 

them out of the hand of the Father.    30.  The Father and I are one. 

31.  Once more the Jews lifted up stones to stone him.   32.  Jesus replied to them: 

↪ I showed YOU many fine works from the Father.  For which of those works are YOU stoning me? 

33.  the Jews answered him: 

↩ We are not stoning you for a fine work, but for blasphemy!  because you – being a man – make 

yourself a god! 

34.  Jesus answered them: 

↪ Is it not written in your Law, 

I said: 

‘YOU [Jewish rulers!!] are gods’144 

 Psalm 82:6,7 
Almighty God ––––––– “gods” (judges) among the people of Israel 

35.  If He labelled as ‘gods’ those to whom the word of God came – and yet the Scripture cannot be 

nullified –   36.  do YOU say to he whom the Father sanctified and dispatched into the world: 

‘You blaspheme’, 

because I said: 

‘I am God’s Son’   ? 

37.  If I do not do the works of my Father then do not believe me,   38.  but if I am doing them, even though 

YOU do not believe me, believe the works145 in order that YOU may come to know and may believe that 

the Father is in union with me and I am in union with the Father. 

39.  Therefore they tried again to seize him, but he got out of their reach. 

40.  So he went off again across the Jordan to the place where John was baptising at first, and he stayed 

there.   41.  And many people came to him, and they began saying: 

 ––––– people over the Jordan river 

↻ John, indeed, performed no sign, but everything John said about this man is true. 

42.  ...and many put faith in him there. 

Raising Laz´a-rus from the Grave 

11 
1.  Now a certain man was sick – Laz´a-rus of Beth´a-ny, of the village of Mary and of Martha her sister   2.  ( 

moreover it was the Mary that greased the Lord with perfumed oil and wiped his feet dry with her hair,146 whose brother Laz´a-rus was 

                                                     

 

 
142 Spoken to many Pharisees John 8:25 
143 A most pertinent scr ipture.   This says that, despite the beauty of the earth and of the heavens and the  glories of creation,  the greatest th ing 

i s those hearts which believe God’s promise and stay faithful to it  
144 The unspoken next piece of the quotation is “...and all of YOU are sons of the Most High.”  
145 This states that they are deliberately ignoring the miraculous signs which God is performing through him 
146 See Luke 7:37 
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sick. )   3.  Therefore the sisters dispatched word to him, saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Mary and Martha 

⇐ Lord, see!  The one for whom you have affection is sick. 

4.  ...but when Jesus heard it he said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples 

⇒ This sickness is not with death as its object, but is for the glory of God, in order that the Son of 

God may be glorified through it. 

5.  Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Laz´a-rus,   6.  but when he heard that he was sick, then he 

actually remained in the place where he was for two days.   7.  Then after this he said to the disciples: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples 

⇒ We should go into Ju-de´a again... 

8.  The disciples said to him: 

↩ Rabbi, just lately the Ju-de´ans were seeking to stone you, and you are going there again? 

9.  Jesus answered: 

↪ There are twelve hours in the daytime, are there not?  If anyone walks in the daytime he does not 

bump against anything, because he sees the light of this world.147
   10.  But if anyone walks in the night 

[then] he bumps against something, because the light is not in him. 

11.  He said these things, and after this he said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples 

⇒ Laz´a-rus our friend has gone to rest, but I am going there to awaken him from sleep. 

12.  therefore the disciples said to him: 

↩ Lord, if he has gone to rest, he will get well. 

13.  – however Jesus had spoken about his death, but they imagined he was speaking about taking rest in 

sleep.   14.  At that time, therefore, Jesus said to them outspokenly: 

↪ Laz´a-rus has died,   15.  but I rejoice on YOUR account that I was not there, in order for YOU to believe.  

But let us go to him. 

16.  Therefore Thomas, who was called The Twin,148 said to his fellow disciples: 

 apostle Thomas ––––– other apostles 

↪ [oh] let us go too!  that we may die with him!149 

17.  Consequently, having arrived, Jesus found he had already been for four days in the memorial tomb.   18.  

Now Beth´a-ny was near Jerusalem at a distance of about two miles,   19.  accordingly many of the Jews had 

come  [from Jerusalem] 150 to Martha and Mary in order to console them concerning their brother.   20.  

Therefore Martha, when she heard that Jesus was coming, met him;  but Mary kept sitting at home.   21.  

Martha therefore said to Jesus: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Martha 

⇐ Lord, if you had been here my brother would not have died.    22.  But even now I know that as many 

things as you ask God for, God will give you. 

                                                     

 

 
147 Saying that they wi ll be safe with him John 8:12;  John 9:5 
148 The scripture says that Thomas was called “The Twin” , rather than saying he actual ly w as  a twin.  The word for twin in Greek is   

has the same root –  or  – as  the word for doubt, meaning “doubled in thought”.  So it could be that Thomas was not actually 

a twin,  but that he was called “The Twin”  because of h is doubting nature 
149 Thomas is being flippant here.  Those in Ju -de´a had already tried to stone Jesus to death, Laz´a -rus himsel f was dead, and now Jesus is asking 

al l his apostles to go back there.  Thomas clearly believes they wil l all  be stoned if they return to Ju -de´a 
150 We know these came from Jerusalem because John uses the word “Jews” rather than “people”.  All of the people there would be J ews, but 

John applies this term throughout his gospel to traditionalists.  See v 57 where they express doubt in his abil ities  
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23.  Jesus said to her: 

↪ Your brother will rise again... 

24.  Martha said to him: 

↩ I know he will rise again in the resurrection151 on the last day. 

25.  Jesus said to her: 

↪ I am the resurrection and the life.  He that exercises faith in me, even though he dies, will come to 

life;   26.  and everyone that is living and exercises faith in me will never die at all.  Do you believe this? 

27.  She said to him: 

↩ Yes, Lord;  I have already believed that you are the Christ the Son of God,152 the one coming into the 

world. 

28.  – and having said these things she went off and called Mary her sister, saying secretly: 

 Martha ––––– Mary 

⇒ ‘The Teacher has come and is calling you.’ 

29.  The latter, when she heard this, got up quickly and was on her way to him... 

30.  Jesus in fact had not yet come into the village, but he was still at the place where Martha had met him.   31.  

Therefore the Jews  that were with her in the house and that were consoling her, on seeing Mary rise 

quickly and go out, followed her, supposing that she was going to the memorial tomb to weep there.   32.  

And so Mary, when she came to where Jesus was and caught sight of him, fell at his feet, saying to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Mary 

⇐ Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 

33.  Therefore when Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews  who had come with her weeping, groaned in 

the spirit and became restless,153
   34.  and he said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Mary and others with her 

⇒ Where have YOU laid him? 

they said to him: 

↩ Lord, come and see... 

35.  Jesus wept,   36.  so the Jews began to say: 

 ––––– Jews 

↻ ‘See, how he loved him!’ 

37.  but some of them said: 

↪ ‘Could not this man that opened the eyes of the blind man have prevented this one from dying?’ 

38.  Hence Jesus, after groaning again154 within himself, came to the memorial tomb.  It was, in fact, a cave, 

and a stone was lying against it.   39.  Jesus said: 

                                                     

 

 
151 Ezekiel 37:12-14;   Isaiah 26:21 ;  John 6:39:40 
152 Not merely a made-up title.  Isaiah shows that Christ had to be this – Isaiah 53:10 
153 This needs to be seen in i ts context:  this is the same Mary who, as a prostitute,  wept at Jesus’  feet in a t erribly weakened state Luke 7:37  – 

yet here she was in greater anguish – her faith in him dented by her loss.  Her life has been painful, and she is weak, she did not  come with her 

sister – who later “secretly” told her that Jesus wanted to see her John 11:28,  secretly because Mary has still  ostracised and seen as an 

embarrassment!  And Mary had lost Laz´a -rus who – as evidenced by her gr ief –  had given comfort to her.   Mary had infact either not been told 

that Jesus was near – or had even been summoned!  ( her family keeping her isolated ) – or had had her shame rekindled by her fami ly until she 

felt unworthy to go to him.  Perhaps this unfair  treatment – and the presence of ingrained traditionalists there ( see v 37 -38 ),  who would see 

the ful filment of his il lustration of Di´ves and Laz´a -rus, and would report it and cause trouble for the fami ly – made Jesus groan. Luke 10:38-42 
154 Jesus groans,  seeing the reformed prostitute Mary living in such conditions – surrounded by people of such poor faith and with a despising 

sister for company! 
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 Jesus Christ ––––– 

⇒ TAKE the stone away. 

Martha, the sister of the deceased, said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Martha 

⇐ Lord, by now he must smell, for it is four days... 

40.  Jesus said to her: 

↪ Did I not tell you that if you would believe, you would see the glory of God? 

41.  so they took the stone away.  Now Jesus raised his eyes heavenward and said: 

 Almighty God ––––– Jesus Christ 

≻ Father, I thank You that You have heard me .   42.  True, I knew that You always hear me;  but I 

spoke on account of the crowd  standing around, in order that they might believe that You 

sent me forth. 

43.  and when he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Laz´a-rus 

≺ Laz´a-rus, come on out! 

44.  The [man] that had been dead came out with his feet and hands bound with linen wrappings, and his 

countenance bound about with a cloth.  Jesus said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– 

⇒ LOOSE him and let him go. 

45.  Therefore many of the Jews  that had come to Mary and that had seen what he did put faith in 

him...155 

46.  ...but some of them went off to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done.156
   47.  

Consequently the chief priests and the Pharisees convened a council and began to say: 

 chief priests and Pharisees (San´he-drin) ––––– 

↻ What are we to do, because this man performs many signs?   48.  If we let him alone this way, they 

will all put faith in him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place157 and our 

nation. 

49.  – but a certain one of them, Ca´ia-phas, who was high priest that year, said to them: 

 chief priests and Pharisees (San´he-drin) ––––– Ca´ia-phas 

↩ YOU do not know anything at all,    50.  nor have you reasoned out that it is beneficial to us that one 

man should die in behalf of the people and not that the whole nation to be destroyed.158 

51.  – this, however, he did not say of his own originality, but – being high priest that year – he 

prophesied159 that Jesus was destined to die for the nation,   52.  yet not for the nation only, but in 

order that he might also gather together in one the children of God who had been scattered about.   

53.  Therefore from that day on they took counsel together that they might kill him. 

54.  – hence Jesus no longer walked about publicly among the Jews, but he departed from there to the 

country near the wilderness, into a city called E´phra-im ["doubly fruitful", "fulfilled twice over"], and he remained 

there with the disciples.   55.  Moreover the Passover of the Jews was near, and many people went up out of 

                                                     

 

 
155 This was the reason for the delay – that people from Jerusalem would believe in hi m through their seeing Laz´a -rus rise from the dead.  This 

would ensure that Jesus had a pleasant welcome when he first rode into Jerusalem in the coming days  
156 This particular miracle, when reported to the Pharisees, would resound heavi ly on them.  Previo usly Jesus had told a parable of “A Rich Man 

and Laz´a-rus”  ( see Luke 16:19  ) in which the rich man asked for Abraham to send Laz´a -rus or someone else to his l iving relatives to ask them  

to repent.  However he was told:  “I f they will not l isten to Moses and the Prophets, neither will they listen to someone rai sed from the dead” 
157 Their “place” – a u t h or i t y , if all people were to fol low Jesus and Jesus were not complicit with the Pharisees  
158 ( John 18:14 ) Ful filment of E- l i´jah ’s words to king A´hab 1 st Kings 21:19 ;  Psalm 22:6;  Deuteronomy 28:39 – ( Matthew 21:37-38 ;  Mark 12:7;  

Luke 20:14 )  See also the dirge of Ezekiel 19:10-14 
159 In the absence of prophets,  it would be the high pr iest who would prophesy – even i f that prophecy were malign  
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the country to Jerusalem before the Passover in order to cleanse themselves ceremonially.   56.  Therefore 

they went looking for Jesus [coming to cleanse himself] and would say to one another as they stood around in 

the temple: 

 Council members at Jerusalem looking for Jesus ––––– 

↻ What do YOU think?  That he will not come to the festival at all? 

57.  As it was, the chief priests and the Pharisees had given orders that if anyone got to know where he was, 

he should disclose [it], in order that they might seize him...160 

Jesus Dines at Beth´a-ny, Judas Shows his Heart161 

12 
1.  Accordingly six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Beth´a-ny162 where Laz´a-rus was, whom Jesus 

had raised up from the dead. 

2.  Therefore they spread an evening meal for him there, and Martha was ministering and Laz´a-rus was one 

of those reclining at the table with him...   3.  and Mary, having taken a pound of perfumed oil – pure nard, 

very costly – greased the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet [dry] with her hair.163  The house became filled 

with the scent of the perfumed oil.   4.  However Judas Is-car´i-ot – one of his disciples who was about to 

betray him – said: 

 ––––– Judas Is-car´i-ot 

⇐ 5.  Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred de-nar´i-i and given to the poor? 

6.  – however he did not say this because he was concerned about the poor but because he was a thief, and 

having the money bag he used to carry off the monies put in it.    7.  Therefore Jesus said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Judas Is-car´i-ot 

↪ Let her alone, that she may keep it for the day of my burial.    8.  For indeed, 

YOU always have the poor with YOU! 

 Deuteronomy 15:11 (paraphrased) 

but YOU will not always have me. 164 

9.  Therefore a great crowd of the Jews got to know he was there, and they came not only on account of 

Jesus but also of Laz´a-rus, that they might see him whom he had raised up from the dead.   10.  Moreover 

the chief priests took counsel to kill Laz´a-rus also,   11.  because on account of him many of the Jews 
[traditionalists] were going away and putting faith in Jesus.165 

Jesus’ Ceremonial Entry into Jerusalem166 
12.  The next day the great crowd that had come to the festival, on hearing that Jesus was coming to 

Jerusalem,   13.  took the branches of palm trees167 and went out to meet him.  And they began to shout: 

 people at Jerusalem for the Passover ––––– 

≺ ‘Save, we pray!’ [Hosanna!] 

Blessed is he that comes in Jehovah’s Name! 

                                                     

 

 
160 This instruction would frighten most people, but Jesus was to enter Jerusalem with a mass crowd all around him!  
161 ( Matthew 26:6-11 ;  Mark 14:3-11 ) 
162 This was the home of Simon the Leper, so the people nearby did not associate it with Jesus or with Laz´a -rus.  In this way, i t was a private 

and secluded meal...  
163 She had done this previously Luke 7:37-39 
164 In quoting the Law, Jesus exposes how Judas is saying,  in his heart:  “Oh the seventh year is near. ..the year of release“ Deuteronomy 15:9-10 

and is pre-occupied with the loss of income, not with Jesus’ death ( Matthew 26:11;   Mark 14:7 ;  John 12:8 ) 
165 This loss of formerly steadfast traditionalist people was a concern to the chi ef priests, because these were losses from amongst their own 

ranks – people who had been sent out to disrupt or even entrap Jesus, but found their hearts were too genuine to carry out a badness when they 

knew of i t 
166 ( Matthew 21:1-10 ;  Mark 11:1-11 ;  Luke 19:28-45 ;  John 12:12-16 ) – compare with Revelation 7:9 
167 Traditionally,  Jesus’  meal  at Beth´a -ny is seen as having taken place on a Sabbath,  so the placing of palm branches on the road is known as 

“Palm Sunday” ( Matthew 21:8;   Mark 11:8;   John 12:12-13 ) Psalm 118:27 
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 Psalm 118:26 

– even 

‘the king of Israel!’ 168 

14.  Moreover having found a young ass, Jesus sat on it just as it is written: 

15.  Do not fear, daughter of Zion.169  Look!  Your king is coming, seated upon an ass’s colt. 

 Zechariah 9:9 
Almighty God ––––––– (prophetic) Jerusalem 

16.  – his disciples took no note of these things at first, but when Jesus became glorified, then they called to 

mind that these things were written170 respecting him and that they did these things to him. 

17.  Then the crowd that had been with him kept bearing witness – those who were with him when he had 

called Laz´a-rus out of the memorial tomb and raised him up from the dead.   18.  On this account the crowd 

[at large] – hearing he had performed this sign – also met him.   19.  Therefore the Pharisees said among 

themselves: 

 Pharisees 

≺ YOU see YOU are getting absolutely nowhere.  LOOK!  the world has gone after him! 

20.  – moreover there were certain Greeks171 among those that came up to worship at the festival.   21.  These, 

therefore, approached Philip who was from Beth-sa´i-da of Gal´i-lee, and they began to request of him, 

saying: 

 apostle Philip ––––– Greeks 

⇐ Sir, we want to see Jesus. 

22.  Philip came and told Andrew...  Andrew came with Philip and told Jesus...   23.  But Jesus answered them, 

saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostles Philip and Andrew 

↪ The hour has come for the Son of man to be glorified.    24.  Most truly I say to YOU: 

unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains just one [grain];  but if it dies, it 

then bears much fruit.172 

25.  He that is fond of his soul destroys it, but he that hates his soul in this world will safeguard it for 

everlasting life.   26.  If anyone would minister to me, let him follow me, and where I am there my minister 

will be also.  If anyone would minister to me, the Father will honour him.173
   27.  Now that my soul has been 

troubled, what shall I say? 

‘Father, save me out of this hour!’   ? 

– and yet, this is why I have come to this hour! 

 Almighty God ––––– Jesus Christ 

⇐ 28.  Father, glorify Your Name. 

                                                     

 

 
168 The crowd would know Psalm 118:19-26 identi fying this particular  gateway to Jerusalem and the phrase “th e stone that the builders rejected 

has become the chief corner stone”  – thus the consternation of the scr ibes hear ing such terr ible criticism of themselves.   Prophetically, the Psalm 

also includes the declaration “I shall  not die but I shall keep living that I may declare the works of Jah”  in verse 17 
169 Beth´le-hem, home of King David Micah 4:8 
170 1 s t Kings 1:33-35 Jesus is the lamb to be sacri ficed in the place of a first -born male donkey 
171 There was a doubling of the danger in the eyes of the Jewish rulers:  Jesus was clearly a prophet from God, he had approached  as the Mes-

si´ah –  and acknowledged as such by the crowds inside Jeru salem!  – and now Greeks came showing their admiration for him, with the implicit 

possibili ty that they would spread news of the Mes -si´ah into farthermost reaches beyond the control of Jewish rulers.  The danger to Jesus was 

that he would succumb Daniel 11:2 and God’s purpose be derai led  
172 The Holy Spirit will  only come after Jesus has died and ascended to Heaven John 16:7 
173 The Greeks were not Jews, but had come to see Jesus.  However Jesus makes plain that he is “one grain” – for the Jews – but they will be 

many grains for the Jews and the Greeks ( nations ) also, and those of the nations to whom they minister will  have Jesus’ pr esence there with the 

disciples.  Matthew 15:24;  Romans 1:16-17 
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God Speaks! 
– therefore a voice came out of heaven: 

↪ I have both glorified It and will glorify It again. 

29.  – hence the crowd that stood about and heard it began to say: 

 ––––– people in the crowd nearby 

↻ It thundered. 

– others began to say: 

 ––––– people in the crowd nearby 

≻ An angel has spoken to him! 

30.  In answer Jesus said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– people in the crowd nearby 

↪ This voice has not occurred for my sake, but for YOUR sakes.    31.  Now there is a judging of this world;  

now the ruler of this world will be cast out.174
   32.  And yet I – if I am lifted up from the earth – will draw 

men of all sorts to me.175 

33.  – this he was really saying to signify what sort of death he was about to die.   34.  Therefore the crowd 

answered him: 

↩ We heard from the Law that the Christ remains forever,176 and how is it you say that the Son of man 

has to be lifted up?  Who is this Son of man?177 

35.  Therefore Jesus said to them: 

↪ The light will be among YOU a little while longer.  Walk while YOU have the light,178 so that darkness 

does not overpower YOU – for he that walks in the darkness does not know where he is going.179
   36.  

While YOU have the light, exercise faith in the light so that YOU might become sons of light. 

Jesus spoke these things, then going off was hidden from them,   37.  but although he had performed so many 

signs before them, they were not putting faith in him,   38.  so that the word of Isaiah the prophet was fulfilled 

which he said: 

“Jehovah, who has put faith in our report?  – and to whom has the ‘Arm of Jehovah’ been 

revealed?” 

 Isaiah 53:1 

39.  – the reason why they were not able to believe is that – again – Isaiah said: 

40.  ...He [Jehovah] has blinded their eyes and He has made their hearts hard, that they should 

not see with their eyes and understand with their heart and turn around and I [Jesus Christ] 

should heal them. 

 Isaiah 6:10 (3rd person paraphrase) 

Almighty God ––––––– Isaiah 

41.  – Isaiah said these things because he saw his180 glory, and he spoke about him.   42.  Indeed, although many 

even of the rulers actually put faith in him, they would not confess [him] because of the Pharisees, in order 

that they might not be expelled from the synagogue;   43.  for they loved the glory of men more than even 

the glory of God. 

                                                     

 

 
174 This seems to imply that by coming to this point,  Jesus had completed his necessary ta sk faithful ly –  that until  that moment he could have 

walked away, but now he had wil lingly cemented his fate in ful filment with prophecy  
175 In reference to the Greeks approaching him?  
176 Psalm 118:17 ;  Psalm 102:25-27 and Ezekiel 37:25 
177 Prefigured by E-ze´ki-el Ezekiel 2:1 and cited as Divine by Daniel 7:13 
178 Isaiah 55:6 ;  Psalm 32:5-6 
179 Prophetic of the fa ll of Jerusalem Job 12:22-25 
180 “his” – Jesus Christ, the “Arm of Jehovah” – whose glory Isaiah saw 
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44.  Moreover Jesus cried out and said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– 

≺ He that puts faith in me puts faith not [only] in me, but [also] in Him that sent me;   45.  and he that 

beholds me [also] beholds Him that sent me.   46.  I have come as a light into the world, in order that 

everyone putting faith in me may not live in the darkness. 

47.  But if anyone hears my sayings and does not keep them, I do not judge him – for I came, not to judge 

the world, but to save the world.181
   48.  He that disregards me and does not receive my sayings has the 

word that I have spoken judging him;  that is what will judge him in the last day,182
   49.  because I have not 

spoken out of my own impulse, but the Father Who sent me has given me a commandment as to what I 

should tell and what I should speak.   50.  And I know that His commandment means everlasting life.  

Therefore what I speak, I say just as the Father told [them to] me. 

Lord’s Evening Meal183 

13 
Jesus had often spoken in illustrations, and alluded to – rather than outspokenly detailed 

– Divine purpose.  The disciples were able to live with that while he was before them 

performing miracles and surrounded by crowds, but now – alone, on the eve of his 

arrest and execution – they found this manner difficult and were unable to let their spirit 

ride with his.  They asked for clear clarification. 

1.  Now before the festival of Passover, knowing that his hour had come for him to move out of this world 

to the Father, Jesus – having loved his own that were in the world – loved them to the end.   2.  So while the 

evening meal was going on, [and] the Devil having already put it into the heart of Judas Is-car´i-ot, the son 

of Simon, to betray him,   3.  he – knowing that the Father had given all things into [his] hands and that he 

came forth from God and was going to God –   4.  got up from the evening meal and laid aside his outer 

garments, and – taking a towel – he girded himself.   5.  After that he put water into a basin and started to 

wash the feet of the disciples and to dry them off with the towel with which he was girded.    6.  And so he 

came to Simon Peter, who said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostle Peter 

⇐ Lord, are you washing my feet? 

7.  in answer Jesus said to him: 

↪ You do not understand what I am doing at present, but you will understand after these things. 

8.  Peter said to him: 

↩ You will certainly never wash my feet! 

Jesus answered him: 

↪ Unless I wash you, you have no part with me. 

9.  Simon Peter said to him: 

↩ Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head!184 

10.  Jesus said to him: 

↪ He that has bathed does not need to have more than his feet washed, but is wholly clean... 

 Jesus Christ ––––– disciples present 

⇒ ...and YOU men are clean, but not all... 

                                                     

 

 
181 Nic-o-de´mus and the Pharisees – to whom he doubtless would have related his dialogue with Jesu s – would recognise these words from his 

pr ivate night-time conversation with the Mes-si´ah John 3:17 
182 John 6:39:40.  *** Alternative reading:  “He that disregards me and does not receive my sayings has one [Moses] to judge him:  The word that 

I have spoken is what will  judge him in the last day” Jesus was the Lord who gave God’s word to the prophets.  John 5:45 
183 ( Matthew 26:20 ;  Mark 14:17;   Luke 22:14;   John 13:1  ) Evening meal Exodus 12:8 & 15–  see Revelation 19:17-18 After action of Mel -chiz´e-dek 

to victorious kings at Genesis 14:17-18 
184 Compare with E´phron before Abraham Genesis 23:10-14 
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11.  – he knew, indeed, the man betraying him.  This is why he said: 

‘not all of YOU are clean.’ 

12.  When now, he had washed their feet and had put his outer garments on and laid himself down at the 

table again, he said to them: 

⇒ Do YOU know what I have done to YOU?    13.  YOU address me as ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord’, and YOU speak 

rightly, for I am such.   14.  Therefore, if I – the Lord and Teacher – have washed YOUR feet, YOU also 

ought to wash the feet of one another.   15.  For I set the pattern for YOU that just as I did for YOU, YOU 

should do also.   16.  Most truly I say to YOU:  a slave is not greater than his master, nor is one that is 

sent forth greater than the one that sent him.   17.  If YOU know these things, YOU are happy if YOU 

apply them.   18.  I am not talking about all of YOU – I know the ones I have chosen185 – but it is in order 

that the Scripture might be fulfilled: 

The one feeding on my bread has lifted up his heel against me186 

 Psalm 41:9 (paraphrased) 

David 

19.  – from this moment on I am telling YOU before it occurs, in order that when it does occur YOU may 

believe that I am [he].187
   20.  Most truly I say to YOU:  the one receiving anyone I send, receives me [also].  

In turn the one receiving me receives [also] Him that sent me. 

21.  After saying these things, Jesus became restless in spirit, and testified and said: 

⇒ Most truly I say to YOU that one of YOU will betray me. 

22.  The disciples began to look at one another, being unsure as to which one he was speaking about.   23.  

There was reclining in front of Jesus’ bosom one of his disciples, and Jesus loved him [apostle John].   24.  

Therefore Simon Peter nodded to this one to ask whom he was talking about.   25.  So the latter, having 

leaned back upon Jesus’ breast, said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostle John 

⇐ Lord, who is it? 

26.  therefore Jesus answered: 

↪ It is that one to whom I shall give the morsel188 that I dip. 

...and so, having dipped the morsel, he took and gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Is-car´i-ot.   27.  And after 

the morsel, Satan entered into the latter.189  Therefore Jesus said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Judas Is-car´i-ot 

⇒ What you are doing, do it more quickly. 

28.  – however, none of those reclining at the table knew for what purpose he had spoken to him.   29.  

Some in fact assumed – since Judas was holding the money bag – that Jesus was telling him: 

‘Buy what things we need for the festival’, 

or that he should give something to the poor. 

30.  ...therefore having received the morsel, he went out immediately...  and it was night.   31.  Hence when he 

had gone out, Jesus said: 

                                                     

 

 
185 “not all of You...”  “a slave is not greater than his master ...”  Jesus is distinguishing Judas as not being a slave to Jesus, but a slave to the 

adversary, and his action wil l domination over Jesus.  Yet Jesus’ washing of their  feet shows a love, even to his betrayer  
186 ( Double-meaning here – they have placed their heels in his lap to be washed... but i t also means treachery. ) Up to this point the disciples 

h a d  n o t  k n own  that i t was one of them who would betray Jesus.  Do they yet know that there is a traitor there?  Not even now...  i t is hidden 

from them... but Judas knows, and would be frightened.  He had been paid to hand over Jesus – would Jesus now spoil that by exposing him?  

would the other disciples attack him because of his plan?  How frightened he must have been at that meal … 
187 John 14:29 
188 Proverbs 28:21 
189 Yet see Peter Matthew 16:21-23 publicly rebuked, yet greatly loved and later redeemed by Jesus  
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Jesus Appeals for Unity190 

 Jesus Christ ––––– 11 remaining apostles 

≺ Now the Son of man is glorified, and God is glorified in connection with him.    32.  Since God is glorified in 

connection with him, then God will glorify him in connection with Himself, and He will glorify him 

immediately.191
   33.  Little children, I am with YOU a little longer.  YOU will look for me,192  and just as I 

said to the Jews: 

‘Where I go YOU cannot come’  

I say also to YOU at present.193 

34.  I am giving YOU a new commandment:  that YOU love one another;  just as I have loved YOU, so YOU 

also should love one another.   35.  By this all will know that YOU are my disciples, if YOU have love among 

yourselves. 

36.  Simon Peter said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostle Peter 

⇐ Lord, where are you going? 

Jesus answered: 

↪ Where I am going you cannot follow me now, but you will follow afterwards. 

37.  Peter said to him: 

↩ Lord, why194 can’t I follow you now?  I will surrender my soul in your behalf! 

38.  Jesus answered: 

↪ Will you surrender your soul in my behalf?  Most truly I say to you:  A cock will by no means 

crow until you have disowned me three times. 

14 
 Jesus Christ ––––– 11 apostles 

⇒ 1.  Do not let YOUR hearts be troubled...  exercise faith in God, exercise faith also in me.    2.  In the house 

of my Father there are many abodes – if not, would I have told YOU that I am going my way to 

prepare a place195 for YOU?   3.  – and if I should go my way and prepare a place for YOU, I am coming 

again and will receive YOU to myself, that where I am YOU also might be...   4.  and YOU know the way 

to where I am going. 

5.  Thomas said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostle Thomas 

⇐ Lord, we do not know where you are going.  How do we know the way? 

6.  Jesus said to him: 

↪ I am the way and the truth196 and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.197 

                                                     

 

 
190 Throughout Christ’s long talk, he expresses the need for unity – doing all he can to keep them united in purpose.  This was to bear fruit, as 

the apostles were indeed united in purpose after his death – an essential  th ing for the ministry of the good News to flourish  
191 This would tell the disciples that Jesus wil l not have to wait for the “last day”  for h is resurrection, but that God will  resurrect him quic kly 
192 Compare with the 50 prophets seeking E-li´jah 2nd Kings 2:16-17 
193 This would hurt.  Jesus had said those words to intransigent opponents – now his disciples hear the same thing, and wonder...  
194 The disciples must have felt at a loss, having fol lowed Jesus on the road, only to be told that they could not come further j ust yet 
195 Ful filment of Joseph in Egypt, preparing for his family who bow down to him Genesis 45:4-8 ( similar: Abraham prepared a tomb for his wives, 

but also to hold hi s loyal great grandson Joseph, just as God prepared a place for Jesus Christ  
196 Micah 7:18-20 .  Jesus’  whole li fe and sacrif ice the very embodiment of confidence in God’s promise ( compare John 10:9,11 ) – faith not 

righteousness through Law – see Romans 15:8  Truth of God in His promise.   See also Psalm 60:4-5 concerning fleeing from whatever is sel f -

seeking to the detriment of God, and Revelation 18:4 .  See also 2nd Peter 1:12 
197 Jesus as the doorway for the anointed sheep John 10:7-9 
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 Jesus Christ ––––– eleven apostles 

↪ 7.  If YOU men had known me, YOU would have known my Father also;198 from this moment on YOU do 

know Him and have seen Him.199 

8.  Philip said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostle Philip 

⇐ Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.200 

9.  Jesus said to him: 

↪ Have I been with YOU men so long a time, and yet Philip  you have not come to know me?  

He that has seen me has seen the Father [also].  How is it you say, 

‘Show us the Father.’   ? 

10.  Do you not believe that I am in union with the Father and the Father is in union with me? 

The things I say to YOU men I do not speak of my own originality,201 but the Father Who remains in 

union with me is doing His works.   11.  Believe me that I am in union with the Father and the Father is in 

union with me;  otherwise, believe on account of the works themselves.   12.  Most truly I say to YOU:  he 

that exercises faith in me will do the works that I do;  and he will do works greater than these because202 

I am going my way to the Father.   13.  Also whatever YOU might ask in my name, I will do it in order that 

the Father might be glorified in connection with the Son.   14.  If YOU ask anything of me in my name, I will 

do it. 

15.  If YOU love me, then YOU will observe my commandments   16.  and I will request the Father and He will 

give YOU another helper to be with YOU forever:   17.  the spirit of truth203 – which the world cannot receive, 

because it neither beholds Him [Almighty God, Father] nor knows Him.  YOU know Him, because He remains 

with YOU and will be in YOU. 

18.  I shall not leave YOU bereaved;  I am coming to YOU.   19.  A little longer...  then the world beholds me no 

more, but YOU behold me, because I live and YOU will live204 –   20.  in that day YOU will know that I am in 

union with my Father and YOU are in union with me and I am in union with YOU.   21.  He that has my 

commandments and observes them is the one who loves me, in turn the one loving me will be loved by 

my Father, and I will love him and will plainly show myself to him. 

22.  Judas, not Is-car´i-ot, said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostle Judas (also called Thad-dae´us) 

⇐ Lord, what has happened that you intend to show yourself plainly to us but not to the world?205 

23.  in answer Jesus said to him: 

↪ If anyone loves me, he will observe my word, and my Father will love him, and We shall come to 

him and make Our abode with him.    24.  He that does not love me does not observe my words – 

and the word that YOU are hearing is not mine, but belongs to the Father Who sent me. 

25.  I have spoken these things to YOU while abiding with YOU.   26.  But the helper – the Holy spirit, which 

the Father will send in my name – that one will teach YOU all things and bring back to YOUR minds all 

the things I have told YOU.   27.  I leave YOU peace, I give YOU my peace – I do not give it to YOU the way 

                                                     

 

 
198 See John 15:20 
199 At that moment, their places in the Heavens – both through the door of the wider sheepfold and through  the narrower, Most Holy sheep door 

– is f irmly established.  In that Most Holy is the Shek´i -nah light, the glory of God’s presence – in that sense, in this given privilege, they have 

now seen God 
200 Jesus’ reply is not to show God, but that he should be enough for them to believe. .. and they are in union with him, so th e i r  work should be 

enough for others to believe.  So there was no excuse of the forefathers to execute the prophets, because they also should ha ve recognised 

God’s authority in them 
201 Exodus 7:2.  Also the warning to E-ze´ki -el  to speak only what God says. Ezekiel 2:6-7 and 3:14 
202 Therefore the Holy Spir it wi ll come, and empower them John 16:7 
203 Micah 7:18-20 – the Spir it of the truth – Holy Spirit which conveys and nurtures faith in God’s promise.  See Romans 15:8  
204 Speaking of h is death – yet the li fe he will live after his death is the same life whi ch his apostles will live 
205 From here up to verse 27,  Jesus shows that his task is to show himsel f to those who are fa ithful,  and that his fa ithful  ones wi ll pass around his 

word – h is message – and al l who accept it will receive our Lord and his Father, b y means of the disciples’  preaching  
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that the world gives it.  Do not let YOUR heart be troubled nor let it shrink in fear.   28.  YOU heard that I 

said to YOU: 

“I am going away, and I am coming [back] to YOU.” 

If YOU loved me, YOU would have rejoiced that I am going my way to the Father, because the Father is 

greater than I am.   29.  So now I have told YOU before it occurs, in order that when it [the Holy spirit] does 

occur YOU may believe.206 

30.  I shall not speak much with YOU anymore, for the ruler of the world is coming, and he has no hold on 

me,   31.  but in order that the world might know that I love the Father, and I am doing just as the Father 

has given me commandment [to do]. 

Get up, let us go from here. 

15 
 Jesus Christ ––––– 11 apostles 

⇒ 1.  I am the true vine, and my Father is the cultivator.    2.  Every branch in me [which is] not bearing fruit 

He takes away, and every one [which is] bearing fruit He cleans so that it may bear more fruit. 

3.  YOU are already clean because of the word that I have spoken to YOU.   4.  Remain in union with me, and 

I in union with YOU;  just as the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it remains in the vine, in the 

same way neither can YOU unless YOU remain in union with me.   5.  I am the vine, YOU are the branches.  

The one remaining in union with me – and I in union with him – bears much fruit, because [when] 

separate from me YOU can do nothing at all.   6.  If anyone does not remain in union with me, he is cast 

out as a branch and is dried up;  and men gather those branches up and pitch them into the fire and it 

is burned.   7.  If YOU remain in union with me and my sayings remain in YOU, ask whatever YOU wish – 

and it will take place for YOU.   8.  My Father is glorified in this:  that YOU keep bearing much fruit and 

prove yourselves my disciples. 

⇒ 9.  I have loved YOU just as the Father has loved me;  remain in my love.   10.  If YOU observe my 

commandments then YOU will remain in my love, just as I have observed the commandments of the 

Father and remain in His love.    11.  I have spoken these things to YOU, that my joy may be in YOU and 

YOUR joy may be made full.   12.  This is my commandment: 

that YOU love one another just as I have loved YOU. 

13.  No one has love greater than this, that one should surrender his soul in behalf of his friends.    14.  YOU are 

my friends if YOU do what I am commanding YOU.   15.  I no longer call YOU slaves, because a slave does 

not know what his master does.  Moreover I have called YOU friends because I have made known to 

YOU all the things I have heard from my Father.   16.  YOU did not choose me, but I chose YOU, and I 

appointed YOU to go on and should keep bearing fruit and that YOUR fruit should remain;  in order that 

no matter what YOU ask the Father in my name He might give it to YOU. 

17.  These things [remain in the vine, remain in my love, go on bearing fruit] I command YOU, so that YOU will love one 

another.   18.  If the world hates YOU, know that it has hated me before YOU.   19.  If YOU were part of the 

world, the world would be fond of what is its own.  Now – because YOU are no part of the world, but I 

have chosen YOU out of the world207 – on this account the world hates YOU.   20.  Bear in mind the word I 

said to YOU: 

“...a slave is not greater than his master.”  

– if they have persecuted me, they will persecute YOU also, if they observed my word, they will observe 

YOURS also;   21.  but they will do all these things to YOU on account of my name, because they do not 

know Him that sent me.   22.  If I had not come and spoken to them, they would have had no sin;  but now 

they have no excuse for their sin.   23.  He that hates me hates also my Father   24.  – if I had not done among 

                                                     

 

 
206 John 13:19  The disciples wil l see Jesus executed...  they will see his return.. . but not all  disciples present at the meal wil l be present in the 

room at Pentecost when the Holy Spir it is poured out.  So Jesus is giving his assurance that that event –  which wil l be without Jesus’  presence – 

will be genuine, and not a deluded report by some of his grieving followers  
207 S igni ficant –  just as Jehovah chose the Le´vites,  and they often became impoverished because of not having inher itance – so Christ chose a 

group who would also become impoverished because they too were separated from the world.  These are to be the kingdo m of priests,  with no 

earthly inheritance – for God is their inheritance.  See Joshua 13:33 
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them the works that no one else did, they would have had no sin, but now they have both seen and 

hated me as well as my Father.   25.  But it is so that the word that was written in their Law may be fulfilled: 

They hated me without cause 

 Psalms 35:19;  69:4;  109:3 ;  119:78;  119:86 

Law based on the psalm of David? 

26.  When the helper arrives which I will send to YOU from the Father – the spirit of the truth,208 which 

goes forth from the Father – that one will bear witness about me;   27.  moreover YOU – in turn – are to 

bear witness, because YOU have been with me from the beginning. 

16 
 Jesus Christ ––––– 11 apostles 

⇒ 1.  I have spoken these things to YOU [so] that YOU might not be stumbled.    2.  They will expel YOU from 

the synagogue – in fact the hour is coming when everyone who kills YOU will think it [that killing] is a 

sacred service to God,   3.  but they will do these things because they have not come to know either the 

Father or me.209
   4.  Nevertheless, I have spoken these things to YOU [so] that when the hour for them 

arrives, YOU may remember I told them to YOU.  Moreover I did not tell YOU these things at first, 

because I was with YOU. 

5.  Now however, I am going to Him that sent me – and yet not one of YOU asks me: 

‘Where are you going?’ 

6.  – but because I have spoken these things to YOU, grief has filled YOUR hearts.   7.  Nevertheless I am 

telling YOU the truth:  it is beneficial for YOU that I am going away, for if I do not go away the helper 

will by no means come to YOU;  but if I do go my way, I will send it210 to YOU.   8.  And when that one 

arrives it will reprove the world211 concerning sin and concerning righteousness and concerning judgement: 

9.  in the first place, concerning sin – because they are not exercising faith in me; 

10.  then concerning righteousness – because I am going to the Father  and YOU will behold me no 

longer; 

11.  then concerning judgement – because the ruler of this world has been judged.212 

12.  I have many things yet to say to YOU, but YOU are not able to bear them at present.   13.  However, when 

that one arrives – the spirit of the truth – it will guide YOU in all truth, for it will not speak of its own213 

impulse but it will speak what things it hears and will declare to YOU the things [which are] coming.   14.  

That one will glorify me, because it will receive from what is mine and will declare it to YOU.    15.  All the 

things that the Father has are mine – that is why I said: 

‘it will receive from what is mine and will declare it to YOU.’ 

16.  In a little while YOU will behold me no longer – and again in a little while, YOU will see me. 

17.  Therefore some of his disciples said to one another: 

 ––––– 11 apostles 

↻ What does this mean that he says to us, 

‘In a little while YOU will not behold me, and, again in a little while YOU will see me’, 

and 

                                                     

 

 
208 Truth of God in His promise.   See also Psalm 60:4-5 concerning fleeing from whatever is sel f -seeking to the detriment of God ( also Revelation 

18:4 ) 
209 A big statement – Jesus is saying that the p r ie s t s  and ru le r s  have never known God 
210 The Greek word denotes “he”, since it lacks a word for “it”, but no personali ty or gender should be imputed to the Holy spiri t. 
211 Jesus in human form was in one place at a time, but the Holy Spirit will be in m any places at the same time.  
212 Notice the context – traditionalists who will expel them from the synagogue and even kill them.  So the witness which the spirit wil l give to 

the world will be hidden from the traditionalists, but will say they had no faith i n the Mes-si´ah, that Jesus went to the Father Whom the 

traditionalists claimed they were in a relationship with, and that in being judged they were infact subject to satan - the ruler of the world 
213 A servant of God, like Jesus 
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‘because I am going to the Father’   ? 

18.  – hence they said: 

↻ What does this mean that he says, 

‘a little while’ 

– we do not know what he is talking about! 

19.  Jesus knew they were wanting to question him, so he said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– 11 apostles 

⇒ Are YOU inquiring among yourselves over this, because I said: 

‘In a little while YOU will not behold me’, 

and again: 

‘in a little while YOU will see me’   ? 

   20.  Most truly I say to YOU: 

‘YOU will weep and wail, but the world will rejoice. 

YOU will be grieved, but YOUR grief will turn into joy!’ 

 Psalms 30:5;  Psalm 109:28-29 (paraphrased) 
 

21.  When a woman is giving birth, she has grief, because her hour has arrived;  but when she has brought 

forth the young child, she remembers the tribulation no more because of the joy that a man has been 

born into the world.   22.  YOU also therefore, are indeed having grief now, but I shall see YOU again and 

[then] YOUR heart will rejoice, and no one will take YOUR joy from YOU.   23.  And in that day YOU will not 

ask of me at all.  Most truly I say to YOU:  whatever YOU might ask the Father for, He will give it to 

YOU – in my name. 

24.  Until this present time YOU have not asked a single thing [from Him] in my name.  Ask and YOU will 

receive, that YOUR joy may be filled! 

25.  I have spoken these things to YOU in comparisons.  The hour is coming when I will speak to YOU no 

more in comparisons, but I will report to YOU with plainness concerning the Father.   26.  In that day YOU 

will ask in my name – and I do not say to YOU that I shall make request of the Father concerning YOU,   

27.  for the Father Himself has affection for YOU, because YOU have had affection for me and have 

believed that I came [as a representative] from God.   28.  I came out from the Father and have come into the 

world...  furthermore, I am leaving the world and am making my way to the Father. 

29.  His disciples said: 

↩ See!  Now you are speaking plainly, and do not speak in illustration.    30.  Now we know that you know all 

things and do not have need [no flaws or gaps in Divine understanding] so that anyone should [feel the need to] 

question you.  By this we believe that you came out from God. 

31.  Jesus answered them: 

↪ Do YOU believe at present?    32.  Look!  The hour is coming – indeed it has come – when YOU will be 

scattered each one to his own [self, company] and YOU will leave me alone – and yet I am not alone, 

because the Father is with me.    33.  I have said these things to YOU that by means of me YOU may have 

peace.  YOU are having tribulation in the world, but take courage!  I have conquered the world.214 

17 
1.  Jesus spoke these things, and having raised his eyes to heaven he said: 

                                                     

 

 
214 1 s t John 5:4 
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 Almighty God ––––– Jesus Christ 

⇐ Father, the hour has come;  glorify Your son, so that Your son might glorify You,    2.  in the same way that 

You have given him authority over all flesh so that he should give everlasting life to the whole [number] 

whom You have given him.   3.  This means everlasting life:  that they should know You – the only true 

God – and the one whom You sent forth, Jesus Christ.    4.  I glorified You on the earth, having completed 

the work that You have given me to do.    5.  So now You Father:  glorify me alongside Yourself with the 

glory that I had alongside You before the world existed. 

6.  I have revealed Your Name to the men whom You gave me out of the world.  They were Yours, and You 

gave them to me, and they have observed Your word.   7.  Now they have come to know that all the things 

You gave me [including themselves] are from You,   8.  because I have given them the sayings that You gave me, 

and they have received them and have come to know for certain that I came from You [as Your 

representative], and they have believed that You sent me forth.   9.  I am asking concerning them – I do not ask 

concerning the world, but concerning those You have given me;  because they are Yours,   10.  and all my 

things are Yours and Yours are mine, and I have been glorified among them. 

11.  Also, I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world while I am coming to You.  Holy Father, 

keep them together in Your Own Name215 which You have given me, in order that they may be one just 

as We are.   12.  When I was with them I used to keep them intact in Your Name which You have given 

me,216 and I have watched over them, and not one of them is destroyed except the ‘son of destruction’217 

[and he] in order that the scripture might be fulfilled.218
   13.  But now I am coming to You, and I am speaking 

these things in the world in order that they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves.   14.  I have given Your 

word to them, but the world has hated them, because they are no part of the world, just as I am no part 

of the world. 

15.  I do no ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them intact because of the wicked one.   16.  

They are no part of the world, just as I am no part of the world.   17.  Sanctify them by means of the truth:  

Your word is truth.219
   18.  Just as You sent me forth into the world, I also sent them forth into the world,   19.  

and I am sanctifying myself220 in their behalf, that they also may be sanctified by means of truth. 

20.  I make request not concerning these only, but also concerning those putting faith in me through their 

word;   21.  in order that they may all be one [in union] – just as You, Father, are in union with me and I am in 

union with You, that they also may be in union with Us, in order that the [whole] world may believe that 

You sent me forth.221
   22.  Also, I have given them the glory222 that You have given me, in order that they 

might be one just as We are one –   23.  I in union with them and You in union with me – in order that they 

may be perfected in unity, that the world may have the knowledge that You sent me forth and that You 

loved them just as You loved me. 

24.  Father, as for those whom You have given me, I wish that they might also be with me where I am so 

that they might behold my glory that You have given me, because You loved me before223 the founding of 

the world.   25.  Righteous Father, although the world has not come to know You, I have known You, and 

these have come to know that You sent me forth.   26.  And I have made Your Name known to them224 and 

will make it known in order that the love with which You loved me might be in them, and I in union with 

them. 

                                                     

 

 
215 “Place Your Name over them collectively,  as a group”  
216 See Exodus 23:20,21 
217 ( John 18:9 ) Judas’ action equates him to a brother of the adversary 2nd Thessalonians 2:3-4.  Compare with Mo´ab who greedily eyed Judah to 

overthrow it Jeremiah 48:45 
218 Psalm 109:6-8,17 ;  Psalm 41:9 – see Genesis 22:18 
219 Micah 7:18-20.  Truth – God’s promise!!!!!  2nd Samuel 7:28  Truth of God in His promise.  See also Psalm 60:4-5 concerning f leeing from 

whatever is self -seeking to the detriment of God, and Revelation 18:4 
220 By submitting to his execution,  as prophesied  
221 Accomplished at the end of th is era – see Revelation 5:13 
222 Jesus’ glory was made manifest in the miracles  
223 The apostles had seen Christ’s glory, but as a man on earth.   Christ wishes them to see the glory he had before the earth was formed –  a 

glory which God will  give back to him in Heaven.  This would give their faith an enormous boost for the time of their  tr ials  
224 See Isaiah 64:2 – a lso Psalm 91:14 regarding the position of those who have taken refuge in God and His Name, as Jesus has shown God’s 

power and they have been protected by it  
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Arrest in Garden of Geth-sem´a-ne225 

18 
1.  Having said these things, Jesus went out with his disciples across the [brook which forms the] winter torrent 

of Kid´ron to where there was a garden, which he entered with his disciples.    2.  Now Judas – who was to 

deliver him up – also knew the place, because Jesus would often gather together there with his disciples.   3.  

Therefore Judas – having procured a cohort of guards and some officers of the chief priests and of the 

Pharisees – came there with torches and lamps and weapons.226
   4.  Therefore Jesus – knowing all the things 

coming upon him – went forth and said to them: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– soldiers, officers of the chief priests, officers of the Pharisees, Judas Is-car´i-ot 

⇒ Whom are YOU looking for? 

5.  they answered him: 

↩ Jesus the Naz-a-rene. 

he said to them: 

↪ I am [he]. 

– now Judas, who was to deliver him up, was also standing with them.   6.  However, when he said to them: 

‘I am [he]’, 

they drew back and fell to the ground.   7.  Therefore he asked them again:227 

⇒ Whom are YOU looking for? 

they said: 

↩ Jesus the Naz-a-rene. 

8.  Jesus answered: 

↪ I told YOU I am [he].  If therefore it is I YOU are looking for, let these go 

9.  in order that the word might be fulfilled which he said: 

‘Of those whom You have given me I have not lost a single one’228 

10.  Then Simon Peter, as he had a sword, drew it and struck the slave of the high priest and cut his right ear 

off229 ( the name of the slave was Malchus ["king or kingdom"] )   11.  However Jesus said to Peter: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostle Peter 

⇒ Put the sword into [its] sheath.  The cup that the Father has given me, should I not by all means drink 

it? 

12.  Then the soldier band [cohort of guards] and the military commander and the officers of the Jews seized Jesus 

and bound him,   13.  and they led him first to An´nas230 [Sagan, chief of the temple] – for he was father-in-law to 

Ca´ia-phas, who was high priest that year.   14.  Ca´ia-phas was, in fact, the one who counselled the Jews that 

it would be beneficial... 

‘...for one man to die in behalf of the people...’231 

15.  ...Now Simon Peter and another disciple [John] were following Jesus;  moreover since that disciple 

was known to the high priest, he went in with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest,   16.  but 

                                                     

 

 
225 Genesis 27:24-27 ( Matthew 26:48-50;  Mark 14:39-49 ;  Luke 22:47-48 ;  John 18:1-9 ) – ful filment of 1 s t Kings 20:35-37 
226 Would Judas have warned them that Jesus knew him to be the betrayer?  Probably, and they would be afraid!  
227 This was a crucial moment.  At their  fear, at the exposure of their conscience which showed they knew they were doing wrong, Jesus could 

have commanded the situation and escaped.  However instead he concentrated on the care of his disciples  
228 John 17:12, Ezekiel 34:15-17 
229 ( Matthew 26:51 ;  Mark 14:47;  Luke 22:50 ) ...perhaps emboldened by fright.  Perhaps Judas felt he had been right to feel afraid at the last 

supper – would this kidnap fail?  Would Jesus be able to control the protective zeal of his apos tles who bore swords? 
230 Having been high priest himsel f, but an older man, he had the position of Sagan – chief of the temple, a high position of authority and not to 

be confused with captain of the watch or chief of the temple captains  
231 John 11:49 
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Peter stood outside at the door.  Therefore that other disciple who was known to the high priest 

went out and spoke to the doorkeeper and brought Peter in.   17.  The servant girl – who was the 

doorkeeper – then said to Peter: 

 apostle Peter ––––– servant girl (doorkeeper of the courtyard) 

⇐ ‘You are not also one of this man’s disciples,232 are you?’ 

He said: 

↪ ‘I am not.’ 

18.  Now the servants and the officers were standing about, having built a charcoal fire, because it was 

cold and they were warming themselves.  Moreover Peter was also standing with them and warming 

himself... 

19.  And so the chief priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his teaching.   20.  Jesus answered 

him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– chief priest (likely the Sagan, An´nas) 

⇒ I have spoken to the world publicly;  each time I taught in a synagogue and in the temple,233 where all 

the Jews come together, and I spoke nothing in secret...   21.  [so] why do you question me?  Question 

those who have heard what I spoke to them.  See!  they know what I said. 

22.  After he said these things, one of the officers that was standing by gave Jesus a slap in the face and said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– an officer 

↩ Is that the way you answer the chief priest? 

23.  Jesus answered him: 

↪ If I spoke wrongly, bear witness concerning the wrong;  but if rightly, why do you hit me? 

24.  So An´nas sent him away bound to Ca´ia-phas the high priest... 

25.  ...Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself.  Then they said to him: 

 apostle Peter ––––– people outside where Peter is 

⇐ ‘You are not also one of his disciples, are you?’ 

– he denied it and said: 

↪ ‘I am not!’ 

26.  One of the servants of the high priest, being a relative of the man whose ear Peter cut off, said: 

 apostle Peter ––––– slave of the high priest, relative of Malchus 

⇐ ‘I saw you in the garden with him, did I not?’ 

27.  However, Peter denied it again;  and immediately a cock crowed. 234 

Trial before Pontius Pilate 
28.  Then they led Jesus from Ca´ia-phas to the [Roman] governor’s palace 235 – it was early in the day – but 

they themselves did not enter into the governor’s palace, so that they might not get defiled but might eat 

the Passover.   29.  Therefore Pilate went outside to them and said: 

 crowd of Jews, including chief priests, older men ––––– Pontius Pilate, governor of Ju-de´a 

⇐ What accusation do YOU bring against this man? 

                                                     

 

 
232 They knew that John was a disciple  
233 Refined and ordered Isaiah 42:2 
234 ( Matthew 26:75 ;  Mark 14:72 ;   Luke 22:61;   John 18:15-27 ) Peter would remember Jesus’  words of warning many months ear lier...  Matthew 

10:33 he would recall that he had cursed Jesus!  and sworn an oath by God that he did not know him!  all because of the pressure...  and feel  

absolutely heartbroken!  Galatians 2:12 
235 Reputed to have been the Castle of Antonia adjoiing the Temple, however the Roman Governor would reside in the seclusion of t he palace of 

Herod I to the mid-west of the city during festivals,  and all or part of this trial likely took pla ce there 



 

Page 222 of  242 John  
 

30.  – in answer they said to him: 

↪ If this man were not a wrongdoer, we would not have delivered him up to you... 

31.  hence236 Pilate said to them: 

↩ ...Then take him yourselves and judge him according to YOUR law... 

The Jews said to him: 

↪ It is not lawful for us to put anyone to death. 

32.  – this in order that the word of Jesus might be fulfilled which he had said to signify what sort of death he 

was destined to die.   33.  So Pilate entered into the governor’s palace again and called Jesus and said to him: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Pontius Pilate 

⇐ ‘Are you the king of the Jews?’ 

34.  Jesus answered: 

↪ Do you say this of your own originality, or did others tell you about me? 

35.  Pilate answered: 

↩ I am not a Jew, am I?  Your own nation and the chief priests delivered you up to me.  What did 

you do? 

36.  Jesus answered: 

↪ My kingdom is no part of this world.  If my kingdom were part of this world, my attendants 

would have fought that I should not be delivered up to the Jews.  But as it is, my kingdom is not 

from here [the world]. 

37.  therefore Pilate said to him: 

↩ ...Then, you are a king? 

Jesus answered: 

↪ You yourself say that I am a king.  I have been born for this, and I have come into the world for 

this, so that I might bear witness to the truth.237  Everyone that is on the side of the truth listens 

to my voice. 

38.  Pilate said to him: 

↩ What is ‘truth’?!238 

Choice of Jesus Christ or Bar-ab´bas239 
and after saying this, he went out again to the Jews and said to them: 

 crowd of Jews awaiting decision ––––– Pontius Pilate 

⇐ I find no fault in him.   39.  Moreover, YOU have a custom that I should release a man to YOU at the 

Passover.  Therefore, do YOU want that I should release to YOU ‘the King of the Jews’? 

40.  then they shouted again, saying: 

↪ Not this man, but Bar-ab´bas! 

                                                     

 

 
236 P ilate showed his contempt of their  presuming to have already declared Jesus gui lty  
237 Jesus –  the prophet bearing news of peace - whom God has sent in truth in ful filment of Jeremiah 28:8.  The Torah,  the Law of God Psalm 

119:142;   Micah 7:18-20 ;  John 17:17  – God’s word is truth 2nd  Samuel 7:28  – Leviticus 26:14  God can be trusted;  keeping with God – and not 

with independence – is truth.  ( See Romans 15:8 Truth of God in His promise.  See also Psalm 60:4-5 concerning fleeing from whatever is sel f -

seeking to the detriment of God, and Revelation 18:4 ) 
238 “The Truth” which Jesus bore witness of is the Torah, the Law of God Psalm 119:142 – which he ful filled and so did away with  
239 Matthew 27:15 ;  Mark 15:6;  Luke 23:18-24 .  Choice of sheep or a goat Exodus 12:5 and choice of for Jehovah or for A-za´zel at the Day of 

Atonement Leviticus 16:9-10 
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...  now Bar-ab´bas was a plunderer.240 

Crown of Thorns 

19 
1.  At that time therefore, Pilate took Jesus and scourged him.   2.  And the soldiers – having braided a crown 

of thorns241 – put it on his head and draped a purple robe around him,   3.  and they began coming up to him 

and saying: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– roman soldiers 

≻ Hail, you ‘King of the Jews’! 

and would give him slaps in the face.   4.  And Pilate went outside again and said to them: 

 crowd of Jews awaiting decision ––––– Pontius Pilate 

⇐ Look!  I bring him outside to YOU so that YOU might know that I find no fault in him. 

5.  Accordingly Jesus came outside, wearing the thorny crown and the purple robe.  And he said to them: 

Look!  The man!242 

6.  However when the chief priests and the officers saw him, they shouted saying: 

↪ Impale [him]!  Impale [him]! 

Pilate said to them: 

↩ ...Take him yourselves and impale him!  for I do not find any fault in him. 

7.  The Jews answered him: 

↪ We have a law, and according to the law he ought to die, because he made himself  the Son of God.243 

8.  Therefore when Pilate heard this saying, he became more fearful...244
   9.  and he entered into the governor’s 

palace again and said to Jesus: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Pontius Pilate 

⇐ Where are you from? 

but Jesus gave him no answer.   10.  Hence Pilate said to him: 

Are you not speaking to me?  Do you not know I have authority to release you and I have authority 

to impale you? 

11.  Jesus answered him: 

↪ You would have no authority at all against me unless it had been granted to you from above.  

This is why the man that handed me over to you has greater sin.245 

12.  For this reason Pilate kept on seeking a way to release him, but the Jews kept on shouting saying: 

⇒ If you release this man, you are not a friend of Caesar.246  Every man making himself a king speaks 

against Caesar. 

13.  Therefore after hearing these words, Pilate brought Jesus outside, and he sat down on a judgement seat 

in a place called The Stone Pavement (but, in Hebrew, Gab´ba-tha).   14.  Now it was preparation of the Passover – 

                                                     

 

 
240 One who takes whatever is there – not confined to valuables - as opposed to a simple thief 
241 [  Mark 15:16-17 ] 1s t Samuel 11:2 ;  Judges 9:15  Also the “fundamental calamity” on Israel – which Christ bears –  at Ezekiel 7:5-9 
242 Genesis 29:32 Surely inspired! This is so close to the name given to the firstborn of the sons of Israel - Reu´ben – whose name means “Behold! 

a son”, just as Christ was the firstborn son of God  
243 Pilate would be aware of Caeser ’s cla ims to Divin ity,  but here were Jews attributing the same claim ( unheard of in Jerusalem  ) to one of their 

own.  So. .. “who is th is man?”  
244 Roman Emperors had declared themselves to be Divine, and it would merit death to deny it.  But the Romans knew that the Jewish God wa s 

real, not a personi fication of a human characteristic – so for a man to declare this in Jerusalem was fear -inspiring 
245 The implication that the man who handed him over had no such authority  
246 a manipulative and aggressive manner, prophesied in Job 16:21 
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it was about the sixth hour247 – and he said to the Jews: 

↩ Look!  YOUR king! 

15.  however, they cried out: 

↪ Take [him] away!  Take [him] away!  Impale him! 

Pilate said to them: 

↩ Should I impale YOUR king? 

the chief priests answered: 

 chief priests ––––– Pontius Pilate 

↪ We have no king but Caesar!248 

Jesus Executed with Two Other Condemned Men249 
16.  At that time therefore, he handed him over to them to be impaled.250  So they took charge of Jesus,   17.  

and bearing the torture stake for himself251 he went out to the so-called Skull Place ( which is called Gol´go-tha 

in Hebrew )   18.  where they impaled him and two other [men] with him – one on this side and one on that, but 

Jesus in the middle.   19.  Pilate wrote a title also and put it on the torture stake.  It was written [as]: 

‘Jesus the Naz-a-rene, the King of the Jews.’ 

20.  Therefore many of the Jews read this title, because the place where Jesus was impaled was near the city;  

and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, [and] in Greek.252
   21.  However the chief priests of the Jews began to 

say to Pilate: 

 chief priests ––––– Pontius Pilate 

⇒ Do not write ‘The King of the Jews’, but that “He said:  ‘I am King of the Jews.’ “ 

22.  Pilate answered: 

↩ I have written what I have written. 

23.  Now when the soldiers had impaled Jesus, they took his outer garments and made four parts – one part 

for each soldier – also the inner garment...  but the inner garment was without a seam,253 being woven 

from the top throughout its length.   24.  Therefore they said to one another: 

 soldiers who impaled Jesus 

↻ Let us not tear it, but let us determine by lots over it whose it will be. 

– this was so that the scripture might be fulfilled: 

They divided my outer garments among themselves, but cast lots over my apparel 

 Psalm 22:18 (see Obadiah v11) 
David 

– and so the soldiers really did these things. 

25.  By the torture stake of Jesus, however, there were standing his mother and the sister of his mother;  

Mary the wife of Clo´pas ["my exchanges"] [aka Cle´o-pas?],254 sa and Mary Mag´da-lene.   26.  Therefore Jesus, having 

                                                     

 

 
247 This contradicts the other three gospels, which state that a darkness overcame the land for 3 hours at the sixth hour while J esus was already 

impaled.   Despite this,  John’s point is that these Religious leaders had serious things to do for the Passover – and time was pressing...  
248 Ful fill ing prophecy without realising the consequences Judges 9:15 and a repeat of the implicit threat of declaring Pi late as no friend of Caesar.  

See also Acts 17:6-7 
249 Exodus 17:12  ( Matthew 27:32;  Mark 15:22 ;  Luke 23:32 ;  John 19:16 ) also 1s t Chronicles 11:13-14 

See also Exodus 21:5-6;   Deuteronomy 15:16-18 ( Matthew 4:8-10 ) for reason why Christ had to be impaled  
250 Impaled Psalm 22:16, The chief priests’  cry of a llegiance to Caesar forced Pi late’s hand, otherwise they might report him to Rome –  as they 

had already done with a predecessor , who was dispatched to the di fficult North European borders  
251 ( Matthew 10:37 ;  Matthew 16:24 ;  Mark 8:34 ;  Luke 9:23  )  See Jeremiah 27:12 

ישוע נצריא מלכא דיהוריא 252 , ΙΗΣΟΥΣָΟָΝΑΖΩΡΑΙΟΣָΟָΒΑΣΙΛΕΥΣָΤΩΝָΙΟΔΑΙΩΝ,ָ IESUS NAZARENUS REX IUDAEORUM  
253 Pr iestly – see design for the robe of the eph´od Exodus 28:32  
254 Possibly a scribal anomaly (Clo´pas  appears nowhere else in the scr iptures) on hearing the name Cle´o-pas – who, whi le walking with Simon 

Peter on the road to Em-ma´us Luke 24:13-35 , took the lead – even over this 1 s t  apostle - in speaking with the “stranger”  Jesus along the way 
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seen his mother and the disciple whom he loved [John] standing by, said to his mother: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– Mary his mother 

⇒ Woman, see!  Your son... 

27.  then he said to the disciple: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– apostle John 

⇒ ...See!  Your mother! 

– and from that hour on the disciple took her to his own [home]. 

28.  After this when Jesus knew that by now all things had been accomplished, in order that the scripture 

might be accomplished he said:255 

 Jesus Christ ––––– attendant at the execution 

⇒ I am thirsty. 

29.  ...A vessel had been set there full of sour wine, so they put a sponge full of the sour wine upon a hyssop 

[stalk] and brought it to his mouth.   30.  When, therefore, he had received the sour wine, Jesus said: 

 Jesus Christ ––––– 

≺ It has been accomplished!256 

and bowing his head, he delivered up [his] spirit. 

31.  Then since it was Preparation, the Jews –– in order that the bodies might not remain upon the torture 

stakes on the Sabbath (indeed, the day of that Sabbath was a great one)257 – requested Pilate to have their legs 

broken and that they [their bodies] might be taken away.   32.  Therefore the soldiers came and broke the legs of 

the first [man] and those of the other [man] who had been impaled with him.   33.  However on coming to 

Jesus, as they saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs.258
   34.  Yet one of the soldiers pierced 

his side with a spear, and immediately blood and water came out.259 

35.  
sotvoc...and he [apostle John] that has seen has borne witness, and his witness is true, and that man knows he tells true things, in 

order that YOU also may believe.260 

36.  In fact, these things took place in order for the scripture to be fulfilled: 

Not a bone of his will be crushed 

 Psalm 34:20 
David 

37.  and again, a different scripture says: 

They will look to the one whom they pierced 

 Zechariah 12:10 ;  Psalm 69:26 
Almighty God ––––––– Israel 
David 

                                                     

 

 
255 Proverbs 31:6 and the blood of the lamb at Passover Exodus 12:22.  Jesus states at the last supper that wine represented his “blood of the 

covenant” ,  so his request for wine – raised up to him on a hyssop stalk – was not for thirst,  but to fu lfi l that portion of the Passover.   His own 

blood –  which was everywhere –  would not suffice,  i t needed to be the wine which he had signi fied, and placed by a hyssop stork as befits the 

Passover ritual.  
256 ( Matthew 27:32-34 ;  Mark 15:22-23 ;  Luke 23:36 ) Exodus 12:22  Blood –  the wine Psalm 69:21 which meant his blood – now placed on the 

post, as the blood at the f irst Passover ;  nobody could leave the house once that  was done... the doors closed, and people waited.  Likewise this 

was a sign so that everyone exercising fa ith in him would be spared the wrath of the Passover angel  when the due time came, c ulminating in Ma-

sa´da.  Finali ty – compare with Revelation 16:17 
257 2-day Sabbath.  That year the first day of Passover occurred on a Sabbath,  therefore the following day was to be deemed a Sabbat h – making it 

2 days that the bodies would have had to remain untouched by Jewish efforts to remove them.  See prophetic pattern in Esther Esther 7fn 
258 See Psalm 34:20 
259 Psalm 109:22 ;  Numbers 33:55 ( ( Matthew 27:49 );  2nd Corinthians 12:7 ) 
260 Soto voce note inserted by the scribe in reference to John, who was there.   This tel ls us there were three men:  that 1 ) John saw, that 2 ) 

“that man” was the man who narrated this portion of the gospel from John, and 3 ) is the man who wrote it down wrote this Sot o voce statement 

himsel f 
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Joseph of Ar-i-ma-the´a – a San´he-drin Man – Buries Jesus’ Body261 
38.  Now after these things Joseph from Ar-i-ma-the´a – who was a disciple of Jesus but a secret one out of 

[his] fear of the Jews – made request of Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus;  and Pilate gave 

him permission.  Therefore he came and took his body away.   39.  Also Nic-o-de´mus – the man that came 

to him in the night the first time – came bearing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred pounds262 

[of it].   40.  So they took the body of Jesus and bound it up with bandages and with the spices, just the way 

the Jews have the custom of preparing for burial.   41.  Incidentally, there was a garden at the place where he 

was impaled, and in the garden a new memorial tomb in which no one had ever yet been laid.   42.  There 

then, on account of the preparation of the Jews, they laid Jesus, because the memorial tomb was nearby. 

Jesus’ Resurrection from the Tomb 

20 
1.  On the first day of the week263 Mary Mag´da-lene came to the memorial tomb early, while it was still 

dark, and she beheld the stone had been taken away from the memorial tomb.   2.  Therefore she ran and 

came to Simon Peter – and to the other disciple for whom Jesus had affection – and she said to them: 

 apostles Peter and John ––––– Mary Mag´da-lene 

⇐ They have taken away the Lord out of the memorial tomb, and we do not know where they have laid 

him!264 

3.  So Peter and the other disciple went out and came to the memorial tomb –   4.  the two ran together, but 

the other disciple ran ahead of Peter with greater speed and reached the memorial tomb first –   5.  and 

stooping forward, he beheld the bandages lying, but he did not go in.   6.  Then Simon Peter also came 

following him, but he entered into the memorial tomb, and he saw the bandages lying [there]   7.  as well as 

the cloth that had been upon his head – not lying with the linen bandages, but separately265 rolled up in 

one place.   8.  At that time therefore, the other disciple who had reached the memorial tomb first also went 

in, and he saw and believed [...Mary, that Jesus body had been taken] –   9.  for they did not yet discern the 

scripture that he must rise from the dead.   10.  So the disciples went away again to their homes. 

11.  Mary, however, kept standing outside near the memorial tomb, weeping.  Then while she was weeping, 

she stooped forward to look into the memorial tomb   12.  and she viewed two angels in white sitting one at 

the head and one at the feet where the body of Jesus had been lying.   13.  And they said to her: 

 two angels of Almighty God ––––– Mary Mag´da-lene 

⇒ Woman, why do you weep? 

She said to them: 

↩ They have taken my Lord away, and I do not know where they have laid him. 

14.  After saying these things, she turned back and viewed Jesus standing, but she did not know it was Jesus.   

15.  Jesus said to her: 

 resurrected Jesus Christ ––––– Mary Mag´da-lene 

⇒ Woman, why are you weeping?  Whom are you looking for? 

– she, imagining it was the gardener, said to him: 

↩ Sir, if you have carried him off, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away. 

16.  Jesus said to her: 

↪ Mary! 

– upon turning around, she said to him, in Hebrew: 

                                                     

 

 
261 Ful filment of Isaiah 53:9 and 1s t Kings 13:26-32 ( Matthew 27:57;   Mark 15:42;  Luke 23:50 ;  John 19:38 ) 
262 12oz to their lb, gives a modern weight of about 75 lbs, or just over 5 stone 
263 Not “the next day” ( Sunday ) but “the f irst day of the week” ( Monday ) as i t was a 2 -day Sabbath John 19:31 
264 The disappearance of Jesus’  body reflects that Jerusalem cannot claim ownership to this man – even though he was buried there 
265 No single piece covering the entire body, as the “shroud of Turin”  claims to be 
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↩ Rab-bo´ni! 

( which means ‘Teacher!’ )   17.  Jesus said to her: 

↪ Do not cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father.  But be on your way to my brothers and 

say to them: 

 resurrected Jesus Christ –––––11 apostles 

≺ ‘I am ascending to my Father and YOUR Father, and to my God266 and YOUR God.’ 

18.  Mary Mag´da-lene came bringing the news to the disciples: 

 apostles ––––– Mary Mag´da-lene 

⇐ I have seen the Lord! 

and that he said these things to her. 

Jesus Visits Apostles 
19.  Therefore, it being late afternoon on that day, the first of the week – and although the doors were 

locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews – Jesus came and stood in their midst!  and said to 

them: 

 resurrected Jesus Christ ––––– 10 apostles (excluding Thomas) 

⇒ Peace to YOU... 

20.  and having said this he showed them both his hands and his side.  Then the disciples rejoiced at seeing 

the Lord.   21.  Therefore Jesus said to them again: 

Peace to YOU.  Just as the Father has sent me forth, I also am sending YOU. 

22.  and having said this he blew upon them and said to them: 

Receive Holy spirit.   23.  If any of YOU forgive the sins of any people, they stand forgiven to them;  if YOU 

retain those of any people, they stand retained. 

24.  ...however Thomas – one of the twelve, who was called ‘The Twin’267 – was not with them when Jesus 

came.   25.  Consequently the other disciples would say to him: 

 10 other apostles ––––– apostle Thomas 

⇒ We have seen the Lord! 

but he would say to them: 

↩ Unless I see the print of the nails in his hands and stick my finger into the print of the nails and 

stick my hand into his side, I will certainly not believe. 

Jesus Visits all the Apostles 
26.  Well, eight days later his disciples were again indoors and Thomas with them.  Jesus came, although the 

doors were locked, and he stood in their midst and said: 

 resurrected Jesus Christ ––––– all 11 apostles 

⇒ Peace to YOU... 

27.  Next he said to Thomas: 

 resurrected Jesus Christ ––––– apostle Thomas 

⇒ Bring your finger here and see my hands, and bring your hand and stick it into my side, and stop 

doubting but become believing. 

                                                     

 

 
266 Exodus 15:2;  Psalm 118:28.  Echo of the Last Supper, and that Jesus – although miraculously al ive – was in no way cla iming to be God Isaiah 

61:10 
267 This name of “the Twin” might not indicate that Thomas had an actual  twin,  but that Thomas was doubtful  ab out Jesus – the Greek word for 

“twin” has a close association with the Greek word for “doubt”  



 

Page 228 of  242 John  
 

28.  In answer Thomas said to him: 

↩ My Lord and my God!268 

29.  Jesus said to him: 

↪ You believe [my earlier words of promise] because you have seen me?  Happy are those who will not see, 

and yet believe! 

30.  Indeed Jesus also performed many other signs before the disciples, which are not written down in this 

scroll.   31.  But these ones have been written down in order that YOU might believe that Jesus is the Christ, 

the Son of God, and that by believing, YOU may have life by means of his name. 

Jesus Visits Apostles at Gal´i-lee 

21 
1.  After these things Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples at the sea of Ti-be´ri-as, and he revealed 

himself in this way: 

2.  there were together Simon Peter, and Thomas who was called ‘The Twin’, and Na-than´a-el [aka Bar-

thoĺ o-mew] from Ca´na ["place of reeds"] of Gal´i-lee and the sons of Zeb´e-dee and two others of his 

disciples.   3.  Simon Peter said to them: 

 apostle Peter ––––– apostles Thomas, Na-than´a-el (Bar-thol´o-mew), James and John and two other disciples 

⇒ I am going to fish. 

– they said to him: 

↩ We also are coming with you. 

They went and got aboard the boat, but during that night they caught nothing... 

4.  Moreover – morning having already broken – Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not 

discern that it was Jesus.   5.  Then Jesus said to them: 

 resurrected Jesus Christ ––––– men in the boat, apostles Peter, Thomas, Na-than´a-el, James and John and two other disciples 

⇒ Young children, YOU do not have anything to eat, do YOU? 

they replied to him 

↩ No! 

6.  He said to them: 

↪ Cast the net on the right side of the boat and YOU will find [some]. 

– so they cast it, but they were not able to haul it in because of the multitude of the fish.   7.  

Therefore that disciple whom Jesus used to love said to Peter: 

 apostle John ––––– apostle Peter 

≺ It is the Lord! 

and so upon hearing that it was the Lord, Simon Peter girded his top garment about himself, for he 

was naked, and plunged into the sea.   8.  But the other disciples came in the little boat, for they were 

not a long way from land, only about three hundred feet away [100 yards], dragging the net of fish. 

9.  However, when they disembarked onto land they beheld a charcoal fire lying there and fish lying upon it 

and bread.   10.  Jesus said to them: 

 resurrected Jesus Christ ––––– apostles and disciples from the boat 

⇒ Bring some of the fish YOU have just caught. 

11.  – therefore Simon Peter went on board and drew the [entire] net to land full of big fish – one hundred 

                                                     

 

 
268 Thomas is not declaring Jesus to be Almighty God, but is reflecting Jesus’ words from the last supper that “whoever has seen me has seen the 

Father also” as Jesus’  reply shows.  Effectively, Thomas is now showing more faith than Phil ip, who had asked Jesus to “show us the Father”  
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and fifty-three of them269 – but although there were so many the net did not burst.   12.  Jesus said to them: 

⇒ Come, take YOUR breakfast. 

– not one of the disciples had the courage to inquire of him: 

‘Who are you?’ 

because they knew it was the Lord.   13.  Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and the fish 

likewise –   14.  this was now the third time that Jesus was revealed to the disciples after having been raised 

up from the dead. 

Jesus Questions Simon 
15.  Shortly after they had breakfasted, Jesus said to Simon Peter: 

 resurrected Jesus Christ ––––– apostle Peter 

⇒ Simon son of John, do you love me more than these [the fish!]? 

he said to him: 

↩ Yes, Lord, you know I have affection for you. 

he said to him: 

↪ Feed my lambs. 

16.  Again he said to him, a second time: 

⇒ Simon son of John, do you love me? 

he said to him: 

↩ Yes, Lord, you know I have affection for you. 

he said to him: 

↪ Shepherd my little sheep. 

17.  He said to him the third time: 

⇒ Simon son of John, do you have affection for me? 

Peter became grieved that he said to him the third time: 

‘Do you have affection for me?’ 

so he said to him: 

↩ Lord, you know all things;  you are aware that I have affection for you. 

Jesus said to him: 

↪ Feed my little sheep. 

18.  Most truly I say to you:  When you were younger, you used to gird yourself and walk about where you 

wanted.  But when you grow old you will stretch out your hands and someone else will gird you and bear 

you where you do not wish.270 

19.  – this he said to signify by what sort of death he would glorify God.  And having said this he said to him: 

⇒ Continue following me. 

20.  On turning about Peter saw the disciple whom Jesus used to love [John] following – the one who had 

also reclined on his bosom at the evening meal and had said: 

‘Lord, who is the one betraying you?’ 

                                                     

 

 
269 S imi lar to the phrase regarding the quantity of Aloes brought by Nic -o-de´mus at Jesus’ entombment John 19:19 – possibly indicating a different 

hand writing this 
270 Compare with Ag´a-bus prophesying similarly to Paul Acts 21:10-12 



 

Page 230 of  242 John  
 

21.  – and on seeing him Peter said to Jesus: 

↩ Lord, what about this man?271 

22.  Jesus said to him:

↪ If it is my will for him to remain until I come,272 of what concern is that to you?  You, continue 

following me... 

23.  In consequence, this saying went out among the brothers, that that disciple [John] would not die.  

However, Jesus did not say to him that he would not die, but: 

‘If it is my will for him to remain until I come, of what concern is that to you?

24.  – this [the “this man”, John, the one Jesus loved] is the disciple bearing witness about these things and the one who wrote these 

things, and we273 [who penned them for him and added these comments] know that the testimony he gives is true. 

25.  Moreover there are in fact many other things which Jesus did, which – if every one was written down – I 

expect not even the world itself would have the space for the written scrolls. 

 

                                                     

 

 
271 Peter annoyed, feeling he has been singled out for criticism 
272 That is remain inactive,  as i f seated. Pertinent, since this gospel  was written after Jesus h ad  appeared to John to deliver the vision of Revelation 
273 See John 19:35 and fn 
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Glossary 

Glossary of Terms 
 

Markers denoting some feature of the text 
  Almighty God – not Jesus – as evidenced by the 12th century Hebrew text of the New Testament 

 
 proverb or saying 

 rhet
 rhetorical statement 

 
 prophetic of the Mes-si´ah 

 sa
 scribal anomaly 

 sotvoc Soto voce textural comment or explanation inserted by the writer 

 

 

Notes on terms and phrases 
 r1 “life” in this context means “lives” 

 the generations of one’s line which follow, beginning with one’s existing family.  Its use implies a 

blessing on future generations – and on the longevity of one’s name – due to good actions in the 

individual in question 
 

 r2 “bereaved” 

 often means orphans, but in some cases anyone who is lonely and vulnerable through their loss 

of family head:  a widow, an orphan. 
 

 r3 “kidneys” 

 a term often used to express the thoughts or mind, inner self. 
 

 r4 “house” – a family line 
 

 r5 “gate” 

 typically the gate to the town or city, a place where a Le´vite judge would sit to hear cases as 

they are brought to him.  A place where wise people sit – a sign of their esteem in the eyes of 

the city people – not a place for fools. 
 

 r6 “master” – husband by choice. 

 This is historically and culturally lost to a great extent, but a “master of evil schemes” is 

someone who has actually been attracted to and wooed and pursued and married evil schemes, 

because of his love for them – far worse than a “bad marriage” to an unworthy wife. 
 

 r7 “days like a shadow” 

 the implication is one of gently fading away at the end of one’s life 
 

 r8 “under the sun” 

 wearisome life in fruitless toil outside of the garden of Eden. 
 

 r9 “evil net” – for catching fish. 

 Not a net used in a boat for immediate catches, but one lain out at night which traps the fish. 
 

 r10 “daughters of Jerusalem” 

 A phrased used by the Shu´lam-mite – taken as a prospective bride for Sol´o-mon – to the other 

chosen young women.  The Shu´lam-mite is dark skinned – possibly Nu´bian, beautiful, a worker 

in the field and the hot sun – whereas her companions there are more refined, from good 

houses in the land.  They despise her for being black, so in turn she calls “daughters of 

Jerusalem” – a term of aloofness and isolation, since its inhabitants now had the temple and 

were land-linked to David’s city on Zion, some of the people had become aloof and snobbish. 
 

 r11 “land flowing with milk and honey” 

 a term to inspire genuine delight of the promised land 
 

 r12 “pass through the fire” 

 burning alive (a person) as a sacrifice to a false god.  Forbidden in the Law ( Deuteronomy 18:10 ) 

but practiced by A´haz of Judah 2nd Kings 16:3 and others 2nd Kings 17:17 including Ma-nas´seh ( 

2nd Kings 21:6;  2nd Chronicles 33:6 ) – greatly criticised by Jehovah ( Jeremiah 32:35;  Ezekiel 20:31 

) but thoroughly outlawed by good King Jo-si´ah 2nd Kings 23:10.  It was believed that the 

screams of a first-born child would be the most pleasing call to awaken the attention and favour 

of pagan gods. 
 

 r13 “footstool” 

 Term for the temple, God’s foothold on earth.  King David yearned to build a temple for God 

for His “comfort”, that is, a sign that He was respected 1st Chronicles 28:2;  Psalm 99:2-5;  Psalm 

132:7 – but after the rebellious nature of His people, that prized temple was shown to have 

been more respected and treasured in the minds of the people than was God.  When the 

rebuke promised under the Law came, the temple was not spared – proof that a people could 

not inflict conditions of protection upon God – and God dismissed both the temple and Zion as 
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being special.  Instead, He promised through the prophet Isaiah that the whole earth was His 

footstool Isaiah 66:1 and this prophesied the future inclusion of Gentiles into His flock, followed 

by a New Jerusalem which would fill the earth 
 

 r14 “land of / toward the north” – land of Godlessness. 

 This represents the region of Ma´gog, a people who are only once mentioned in the Hebrew 

scriptures, since they have absolutely no interest nor contact with God’s ways.  These are to 

feature as the last ones who resist in the vision of Revelation 20:7-8 
 

 r15 “dusky people” 

 Possibly the Scenite Arabians.  Alternatively, the darken skinned – mixed races, possibly covered 

up with mixed cloth Leviticus 19:19 – their attire to survive sand and sun in the daytime travel, 

possibly a reference to their communities which only came alive in the evening when they had 

completed the day’s travel 
 

 r16 “bending down” or “inclining” 

 this is when God sees the iniquities of people, yet instead of giving denunciation he stoops 

through that putrid layer in order to encourage and advise, in the manner of a father intervening 

with a wayward child. 
 

 r17 “the land must pay off its Sabbaths” 

 note that the land was effectively a victim of forced labour by the people, so to “pay off” was to 

literally take an enforced rest for 70 years!  Not a burden or onerous payment at-all!  Fulfilled at 

the fall of Jerusalem through Neb-u-chad-rez´zar – see 2nd Chronicles 34:14;  2nd Chronicles 36:17-

21 
 

 r18 “Jehovah of Armies” 

 a term used for God when speaking of His strong action, rather than His prophecy, His teaching, 

or His compassion 
 

 r19 “Jerusalem” the city, rather than “Jerusalayim” – greater Jerusalem 

 Jerusalayim includes the city of Jerusalem on Mount Mo-ri´ah and the city of David on Mt. Zion.  

It is a terms for both of these as one – Jerusalem and its Kingly portion – and is used in the 

Hebrew more often than the term “Jerusalem” which refers only to the city of Jerusalem (this 

only occurs in the scrolls of Ezra and of Daniel).  The Hebrew words are identical, but with 

different vowel markings – absent in the original scolls, but inserted appropriately according to 

Jewish scholars 
 

 r20 “virgin daughter” of a country. 

 The notion is that the country is stable, has achieved and is wealthy enough to raise a child 

without being oppressed.  The virgin daughter is one who is being groomed, gently raised, 

acquiring a fine status ready for when she has children herself – perhaps a satellite city or region. 

 The phrase is often used when discussing the fate of such hubris-laden nations – that their 

cherished virgin daughter will not marry, but be ravished – and her child not a kingdom or 

alliance, but a fated and illegitimate mongrel. 
 

 r21 occasional underlying text is plural – of majesty – but written here as singular for the single object 
 

 r22 “city of refuge” 

 A place for the accidental manslayer to flee to, a place of safety from an avenging relative. 

 There were 6 proposed cities of refuge:  Moses set up the first three Be´zer, Ra´m oth in 

Gil´e-ad and Go´lan in Ba´shan to the East of the Jordan.  Afterwards to the West there came 

Ke´desh-Naph´ta- li (in Gal´i-lee), She´chem , Kir´i- ath-Ar´ba (He´bron ) – 6 cities 
 

 r23 “utterance of Jehovah” 

 God would speak face to face with Moses, and spoke through the priests when Israel’s leaders 

inquired of Him.  However, when the priesthood itself became degenerate, God would give an 

“utterance” – a whisper through a prophet of through a loyal priest – no longer through the 

direct route of the priesthood.  This would come in a dream or a waking vision, or through a 

Divine messenger.  The priesthood remained in place, but providing guidance came through 

those (most often non-priests) of good heart who sincerely loved Him and yearned for His way. 

 Wherever the phrase “utterance of Jehovah” appears, it means this guidance as given through a 

prophet. 
 

 r31 “Days of Noah” 

 The days of Noah were a time when the world was “filled with violence”, but the world had 

been so for a long time.  Certain of Adam’s line had dubious names which illustrated their lack of 

love for God, Cain had murdered his brother, and La´mech had declared himself to be ten times 

worse than Cain. 

 However the real issue was the Neph´i-lim.  Rebellious angels wished to usurp the physical 

creation project, but did not have the power to create life, so some conspired to come to earth 

and take over the bodies of some of the men (and possibly women) and manipulated the 

circumstances of a natural human conception to produce a race of giant bullies to dominate the 

earth.  These Chimerae – or hybrids – were human in form, but their nature corrupted by the 
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angelic interference – not through possession, but through altering how the conception was 

allowed to be influenced before birth. 

 In Jesus’ day, he describes the time of the end as just like the days of Noah – this is linked closely 

with his words to Nic-o-de´mus regarding the copper serpent.  Just as rebellious angels came to 

disturb the earth – akin to the serpents which bit the Hebrews in the wilderness – so the 

servant of God, the Christ came to heal the disturbance – the copper serpent which brought 

healing. 
 

 r32 “The Good News (Gospel)” 

 The news that people of all the nations can be declared righteous due to faith (see Isaiah 61:1-2).  

This was declared to Abraham, after he was declared righteous – not by works, but by faith in 

God.  Galatians 3.  The gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John are each their depictions of 

this, as exemplified in the life of the Mes-si´ah 
 

 r33 Abyss = womb 

 see Joseph’s blessing from Israel Genesis 49:25, also John 3:3 says that traditionalists are in the 

abyss 
 

 r34 e.g.  “heaven and earth might pass away” 

 Often seen as an hyperbolae 

The rulers are seen as heaven, and the Jews called the Gentiles “al Ha-aretz” – people of the 

earth.  The Law was fulfilled in the Christ, and in handing the new covenant to his ordinary 

disciples and opening the way for Gentiles John 3:16-17 so with those two things “the heavens 

and the earth” did pass away.  This term is sometimes used to refer to the wayward people 

therein 2nd Peter 3:7 – see God’s words of comfort to distraught Jews in Isaiah 51:6 
 

 r35 “Son of David” 

 see fn to Psalm 110 and 1st Kings 5:3, which identify David in the role of God and Jesus Christ in 

the role of the Son of David – the temple-builder:  Sol´o-mon 
 

 r36 Loaves of Presentation 

 these were twelve loaves of bread placed before Jehovah.  They were arranged in two rows of 

six – the twelve corresponding to the twelve tribes of Israel.  They remained before the 

sanctuary of Jehovah (Holy of Holies) for seven days, after which they were moved to the 

temple at large, where only the priests could eat them. 
 

 r37 Paralytic 

 a weakness, usually down one side, probably as a result of a stroke 
 

 r38 “wild beast” of Revelation 

 There are 4 beasts in Revelation: 

 

1) the wild beast which ascends from the abyss – 

  - this is undescribed physically, but is the embodiment of anti-christianity.  It is 

formed by a powerful rebel angels or group of angels, which had acted very badly 

in the past – thus they were placed in the abyss. 

2) wild beast from the sea 

  a human organisation borne of the turbulence of ordinary people (see Isaiah 

57:20 – “the wicked are like the sea that is being tossed, when it cannot calm 

down, the waters of which keep tossing up mud and mire.”), which is 

representing the wild beast 

3) wild beast from the earth 

  a human organisation for ruling classes, which is representing the wild beast 

  - a 2 horned wild beast – false prophet – created by rebel angels 

(3b) molten image of the (2nd) wild beast. 

4) scarlet coloured wild beast 

  a depiction of the character of the wild beast. 

 

 These are essentially aspects of the wild beast from the abyss – see how the 5th plague is poured 

on the throne of the wild beast is poured onto the throne of the adversary.  The image of the 

wild beast is an image of the beast from the sea, which is itself a portrayal of the wild beast of 

the abyss 
 

 r39 Traditionalist, Traditionalist era 

 the era of Judaism which preceded the Christ, particularly those people steeped in man-made 

doctrine and tradition, most particularly those intransigent to God’s Mes-si´ah 
 

 r40 Mik´tam / Al-tas´chith  

 “an engraving”, “do not destroy” 

Mik´tam is attached to certain psalms – often associated with King David fleeing from Saul.  

David carved messages into the rocks where he was hiding, and Saul’s men would read David’s 

plea for conciliation toward God.  However Saul had hired “indian trackers” – E´dom-ites – to 

find David, and evidently ordered them to destroy these Hebrew messages before any of Saul’s 

men could read them… 
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…so David marked some of them “Al-tas´chith” – an Ar-a-ma´ic word which the non-Hebrew 

reading E´dom-ites could understand – which reads “do not destroy”.  The hope was that they 

would read this as a sign that the message was important, and so there was a chance that Saul or 

his men would read it. 

 
 r41 Lillies / Lily of Reminder  

 Musical trumpets, rather than those for sounding an alert. 

 
 r666 666 – or 660 incised as a brand 

 There are many suggestions for the meaning of this, including the names of despotic world leaders 

ranging from the 1st to the 20th centuries. 

 

 The number could refer to the 66 sons of Israel – not of Joseph’s line Revelation 7:8 – who left the 

Promised Land to travel for Egypt Genesis 46:26;  Romans 9:6. It could refer to the sixth 

commandment “You must not kill” – implying that the number reflects God’s disapproval. 

 

 It could also be a negation of God’s order of things:  7 seals, 7 trumpet blast and 7 thunders. 

 

 Alternatively it could refer to the voluntary offering of the people under Ne-he-mi´ah – post-

Babylonian release – when the temple was being rebuilt on the threshing floor of Or´nan.  The 

area was purchased for 600 shekels weight of gold 1st Chronicles 21:25. For support, the people 

would provide their tithe – or 1/10th – for the priests and 1/10th of a 1/10th Nehemiah 10:32-39 to 

supply the house of God with food – symbolically 666 in total.  The symbolism would be that the 

entire extra voluntary offering of God’s people on returning to rebuild the temple in Jerusalem – 

including its tithes – were to be given to the wild beast, effectively stealing food from the mouth 

of God. 
 

 rP 

“Phaenomena” by Aratus 
This is the poem from which the apostle Paul quoted to the Ep-i-cu-re´an and the Sto´ic philosophers in Acts 17:28 

 

“With Jove we must begin, nor from Him rove; 

Him always praise, for all is full of Jove! 

He fills all places where mankind resort, 

The wide-mouthed sea and every sheltering port. 

Jove’s presence fills all space, upholds this ball [the earth] 

All need His aid – His power sustains us all. 

For we His offspring are, and He in love 

Points out to man his labour from above: 

Where signs unerring show when best the soil 

By well-timed culture shall repay our toil...” 
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